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Acts 

Article 1 
OpErmir'a by the church 

service led Reverend W HUIIZinioa_ Reverend FJ vanHulst on behalf of the 
,..,...i"'\lt::•nir\n church of Launceston, asks those present to Psalm 
53:1 ~5, reads from Isaiah in prayer. He then the following 

address: 

Dear brothers delleg;atesl 
lt is a a nni,JII£:J•nA for the church of Launceston to receive the dei!egatEfS for 
the biennial meeting Reformed Churches in Australia. 

not be the first Free Reformed Church instituted in 
of Launceston Is one of the oldest cities of 

had a walk through the 
natural many centuries 

acc:orcllng to His it was 

has been 
So if you 

same token, it is good for us to have a historical awareness. ts[pEK:Ially 
immigrants who enter a where are free to shape things :::~~r!nrr-unn 
their own ideas, run the risk they are the first ones to invent ail of 

live in a New World, can in their own way: This situation 
however, can be rather You be to think that you have to find 
solutions for brand new While in actual fact the are not that new at 
all. lt is just that for the time you are confronted with them and have to find a solution. 

i want to make with this on historical awareness, is that it to 
a proper on old and venerable truths. 

If there one of churches, then it is that we 
That we do not just we assume to be but that we 
truth. Isn't the Should not the be a city on a 
for who live ln rlaaimas~~? 

is only one way that we can abide with truth. That is 
Scriptures, under the constant for the illumination of the 
Pentecost Jesus gave us the to lead us in the truth, we 
ourselves to be guided Him. is why I and that this 
characterised by a atmosphere where we try to the 
the Spirit. 



Acts 

In our 
rule. only 
ecclesiastical aslsernbily 
Spirit who is rYu,,...c~.ntr:~tirln 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

to abide with God's Word as our standard and 
of God's Name. then an 

can be a tool in the hands of the 
nrrlml'ltlr>n of the of our 

This prayer is n<C~I"'.c.c:~l:l,ru all the time for we have to realise that a of 
people. Of people with different ,..""''"'"''"'+"'""' 
that now can sometimes be so different that it causes 
tension. That is the we would do well to be aware of that. That us 
humble. 

Synod will have sessions where an audience is welcome to sit in and 
listen. Now and then will have closed sessions. Not for else than 
official But closed a to its it cannot 
stop two from outside to be are even more than 
observers. will actively take in the discussions. even the most, strict 
chairman can't them. For these guests will make themselves invisible. 
You might wonder now, which two observers from outside Launceston has invited to 
come at the Synod. we only invited one of the observers I am of. 
But we could not other one from The invited observer and 
nJ:alrt!:!le-.c.r is for his active involvement And I am sure He 

be there. Pentecost there is no doubt about 
Holy Spirit 
The one, we as corwe~nir1a 
himself, is the devil. 
unfortunately he works 
beware of him. Do not give a 

not invited but who, impertinent as he is, invited 
sin with hlm, as his most destructive tool. And 

as well. He will be there all time. So 
the flash at Instead, think act 

spiritually. Keep in step with the Spirit Him all the 

Before I finish speech, I know that it is the Drl1ilile1ae of the chosen chairman of to 
thank the church for the excellent of So I indeed that 
he will start his with his for all the the 
convening church. But do not of launceston for our 
work. We hardly put in any efforts, is Br John Everts and 
his team. 

the whole Everts' sui'fering under Br John's efforts. For a few 
he he I fear. 

Now his dream 1"!011v~,mr•n church: Many, many 
thanks John, for your efforts. 

I declare the twentieth Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia officially 
opened. 

Let us Hymn 58 
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Acts 

Article 2 
Examination of Credentials 
The chairman of the r-nr"'\lt~•nir•n Church requests the brothers of the Church of 
examine the this task, the brothers 
the Churches are as follows: 

the Church of 

Albany 

Armada! a 

Kelmscott 

Launceston 

Mount Nasura 

West 

Reverend A Veldman 
Elder A A fHart 
Reverend W H•li,.inr,~ 
Elder A Slobs t.:.&t.cornl:.to' 

Reverend W vanderJagt 
Elder GJ Bosveld 
Reverend C Bouwman 
ElderJ 
Reverend FJ vanHulst 
Elder CW Mulder 
Reverend C 
ElderJJ 
Reverend 
Elder J Eikelboom 
Reverend A vanDelden 
Elder J Postmus 
Reverend J Poppe 
Elder A Mulder 

to 
all 

The churches of Armadale, 
delegates with an Instruction. 

Launceston, legana and Mount Nasura provided their 

Article 3 
Election of officers 

Article 4 
Constitution of 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
First Clerk 
Second Clerk 

Reverend C Bouwman 
Reverend C 
Elder J Eik~elbc>am 
Reverend J Poppe 

The chairman d~~!a1res 

Launceston for its 
constituted and thanks the convening church of 

to the arrangements for this 

Article 5 

Psalm 4:3. Reverend then leads in 

3 



Acts of 

Article 6 

present. 

Article 7 

asks those present to 
and leads in prayer. Roll 

Time Schedules, on Internet 
Synod adopts the following schedule: 

Mondays to 9 am to 12 noon 
1.30 pm to 4.30 pm 
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

Psalm 25: 2 and 4, reads from 
shows that all are 

A oro1oosal from the executive to place the Acts of also on the Internet is ""''""'!Jtou, 
on proviso that matters of personal nature are exc~lud!ed. 
Also, 
churches 

decision to other churches will not be uploaded until after these 
been infc>rm1ed. 

Article 8 
AareEtm•~nt with the Three Forms of 

the to rise to show agreement with the Three Forms of 
the chairman announces that the five Instructions to 
relate to this ceremony. These Instructions will be to deiegcttes 

for their The chairman then asks delegates to 
~nr·AA!TIAint with the Forms of 

delcegaltes rise. 

Article 9 

the first clerk has distributed the five Instructions from the churches, (see Article 8) 
the chairman adjourns Synod to allow to examine the materia!. 

Article 10 
Instructions from the Churches (refer Articles 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 105, 
122) 
The chairman rt:He>oe~ns Synod at 10.30 am. in Closed Session to consider the 
Instructions from the churches of Arn"'.::~r~.::~IA Launceston, Legana and 
Mount Nasura. 
Towards the end of the afternoon a Committee is appointed with the mandate to formulate 
a proposal that deals with the situation. 

Article 11 

to Psalm 56:4. He then leads in closing prayer. The 

4 



Article 12 

reads from Scripture 2 Chronicles 

Article 13 
Instructions from the Churches (refer Articles 10, 17, 24, 
122 

64. 74, 98, 105, 

The Committee appointed in Article 1 0 presents its After J:~~m,an.rlrn~nt it is voted 
upon. 

Material: 
1. The church of in an Instruction, raises concerns about the confessional 

of Rev vanHulst. This church that a further 
~vr"II::~•"J:atinn of his views, and if these are in agreement Forms of 

not to admit him as to 
2. The church of Armadale prc~o:ses the Question Period after Article 41 the 

Church Order be moved 6 of the and that it be used to ask Rev F 
vanHu!st for a further of his sentiments regarding beliefs and practices in 
order to preserve 

3. The church of Mount Nasura 
and about refc:;~mted 

umruv1r:!n>:;!'::~ from with other churches, mixed 
celiebnatin;g the Lord's supper elsewhere. 

4. The of Launceston to the Instruction of Mount 
that this matter has not to in a Christian and 
therefore not be dealt with. lt uses 30 and 80 of the Church Order as 

5. "t:!"'"'.-...1''"' judgeme1nt and help with 
and division in 

has been in with Rev FJ vanHulst on nartir-lii!.U 

pages of Rev FJ vanHulst's answers to their questions l.Mua1 1\..IICI 

Decisions: 
1. Synod has some for the in Launceston's Instruction, that the 

would have done better to Rev FJ vanHulst and/or his 
f'nr1<:!i~~tn1n.1 with their concerns about Rev vanHulst's and conduct 
However, an exists at to question basis of the 
Form of for Ministers, and therefore raised in 
Launceston's instructions do not 

2. Launceston's that 
matter which to be res~olv~EKi 

form a new 
the Church 
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Acts of 

8. 7 the Church of of 
8.8 the Church of Kellml!iCOtt. r.r:~n~rrli:rtn examination request 
8.9 the Church of Kelmscott, the Report of Deputies for !"'retS01rtSI'ian 
Churches 
8.1 0 the Church of Kelmscott, reg~~:udling 
8.11 the Church of 
8.12 J 
8.13 the 
8.14 the Church of 

reaard'ino Article 95 of Acts 1996 
reaard'ina the Church of Launceston's contact with 

the Reformed Church Launceston 
8.15 the Church of Mount Nasura, ro""''r.-itinn 

8.16 the Church of Mount Nasura, reaardiino 
8.17 the church of Mount Nasura, 
relations with the Canadian ~.o1fnmn.ar~ 
8.18 the Church of Mount Nasura, ap~>ea!ing 
8.19 the Church of Mount Nasura, reaard1ina 
8.20 the Church of West 
8.21 the Church of West 
8.22 the Church of 
8.23 the Church of 

app,enclix to 
Free Reformed church (New Ic.,::~lo::alnrn 

9. Instructions from the churches of Armadale, and Mount 
Nasura 
10. Reports 
11. Deputies ~.:.r ....... rtc· 
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11.1 
11.2 
11.3 

11 Draft 
11.4 Audit Report 
11.5 Relations with 

11.5.1 General ~"'~~r&:~t·~ru'l:! 
11.5.2 Sister Churches 

11.5.2.1 Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika 
1 i .5.2.2 the Church in Korea 
11.5.2.3 Canadian Churches 
11.5.2.4 Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland 
11.5.2.5 Report Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid 

Reformasi Indonesia 



Acts of 

11.5.5.2 Churches of New Zealand 
11.5.5.3 Reformed Churches of Australia 

1 ·1.6 for the 
11.7 Nicene 
11.8 
'11.9 of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia 
11.1 0 Revision of the Rules and Procedures of 
11 .11 Formation of Classes 
1 1 .12 Ecclesiastical documents, and Rules for Church Visitation 
11.13 Church Visitation 
11 .14 Articles 48 and 76 Church Order 
11 .15 Article 66 of the Church Order 
11. 16 Audit for the books of De~mtiE~s 

12. Audit for Treasurer's books 
13 of the share of 
14. of '-'"''~-''·.n''O"" 
15. of and time of next 
16. after Article 
17. Personal "~"""''""""'' "" 
18. Adoption Acts 
19. Adoption of Press Release 
20. Censure after Article 47 of the Church Order 
21. of 

ADOPTED 

Article 19 
Committee Division and Tasks 
The Executive proposes the following Committees to prepare 

Committee 1 
Members: 
J Bruning, W , A vanDelden, A Veldman 

Items & numbers: 
decision recorded in Article 13 of these Acts. 

Commlttee2 
Members: 
J Eikelboom, C C Mu!der, A Slobe, W .,,.. ......... ,r_,,.., .... 

Items & numbers: 
Article 89 of 1996: 8.18 

11.1' 2 
Churches 11.5.1, 8.21 
Deputies for Article 66 of the Church Order: 11.15 

business: 

Reformasi 

9 



Acts of 

Ecclesiastical Documents·& Rules for Church Visitation: 1.12 
Nicene Creed: 11.7 
Rules for 11.10; 8.3, 7, 16, 19 
Sister 11.5.2; 8.17 
Treasurer's 11.3, 11.4; 12; 13 
Women's 8.5, 10 
Indonesian Churches: 11.5.4.1, 5; 11.5.5.1 
~,..,n,u~nir1n Church: i 5 

CommitteeS 
Members: 
GJ Bosveld, P deBoer*, J 

Items & Agenda numbers: 

A 'tHart, 

Appeals and Co1rres:oo11dence Acts 1996 Article 95: 8.1, 2, 13 
Civil Re!gis1tratiion: 
Classis f ............. ,..;,...,... 

Committee 4 
Members: 
C Bouwman*, A Mulder, J 

Items & numbers: 
J 8.12 

J Postmus 

Nasura's overture r.o.n!!:ilrrunn Church Relations: 8. i 5 
Reformed Churches: 11 .5.5.2; 8.24 

Note: * denotes convener 

ADOPTED 

Session. The chairman reads letters of 
in Korea, and (2) the Church of 

also passes on oral and well wishes the 1998 
Reformed Churches, attended as a del1eoate 

Article 21 

) the 
Au:sm:ma. He 

of the Canadian 
of churches. 

Psalm 127:1, foll<)wir1a which he leads in 



Acts 

was conducted mainly in Committees during the 
sessions were limited to re-,on~mlfU1 

and adj('Urrlln!J 

of Psalm 22:2. The chairman reads 2 
del1egattes are the of Rev F 

by Rev 
prayer. 

re-oo,;mi!=!O on 6 June with the of Psalm 33:6. The chairman reads 2 
and leads in All del1egattes with the exception of Rev F 

vanHulst who notice he flltt~)nri:.:~~nr•.::~> for the 
session. The is closed at 12 noon elder J Eikelboom asks 
Psalm 1 i 9:5 leads in prayer. In the adjournment session 
Articles 1 0 to 21 of the Acts. 

of Psalm 33:5. The chairman reads 2 
remembers the Queen's All 

exc:ep!:ion of Rev F vanHulst who gave notice that he would 
elder J who asks to sing Psalm 

r.rumrraitt~lt:l 1 presents a progress 

of Psalm 147:5,6. The chairman reads 2 
del,egattes are present with the of elder J 

that would not be in The 
asks Synod to Psalm 138:3, 4 and leads in 

is re-opened on 1 0 June with the of Psalm 91 :3,4. The chairman reads 2 
r.h1rnnit"'l<l'lc: 18, and leads in All del1egattes The is closed by Rev C 

who asks to 111:1, prayer. 

of Psalm 139:12, 13. The chairman reads 
delegaates with the of Rev 

The closed 
prayer. 

11 
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Article 23 

of Psalm 25:7, 10. The chairman reads 2 Chronicles 
delegattes are with the exception of Rev FJ vanHulst, 

who gave notice he not be attendance. The chairman reads out the 
greetings part of a letter received from the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. 

Article 24 
Instructions from the churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 105, 
122) 
Synod decides to go into Closed Session. decides that office bearers from the 
local churches attend the Closed Sessions that deal with this 

for 1 0 minutes to allow elder C Mu!der to 
A number of office bearers attend 

Article 25 

chairman asks Rev Veldman to close. After 
Veldman leads in prayer, and the chairman adjourns 

Article 26 

has sung Psalm 25:2 Rev 

is re-opened with the singing of Psalm 1. The chairman reads 2 Chronicles 21 and 
in All are with the of Rev FJ vanHulst, who 

gave he not be attendance. continues to meet in Closed 
Session. A number of office bearers from the local churches are in attendance. 

Article 27 
Ad~option of Acts 

Articles 22 to 25. 

Article 28 
Instructions from the churches 
122) 

Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 105, 

Committee 1 presents its as follows: 

EVAlUATION OF REV FJ V ANHUlST'S 
Note." Wherever this Evaluation shows '(p. _ , 
submitted to the church (see 

12 

this reference to document 
13, Material, point 5) 



Acts of 

I. Rev FJ vanHulst teaches that there are two faiths, both of which are 
faith and true faith. Both are worked the 'Historical 
Holy which work is to the 
elect 'Historical faith' is not sufficient for 
salvation. He 'historical faith' in the Bible as Word 
and also the doctrine of the church with your and but heart is not 

True faith, as defined in Lord's also the work of 
grace, which work is restricted to elect and is 

Inasmuch as this ~~~:~{!;~~~ 
invincible. 

' Rev FJ vanHulst 
true faith. Nowhere In 

from the 
grace of 

to God, reform their 
iC&~inOrl~ III/I V ,3; cf Tit 
of man's re(:!Emersttion, it 

1""\HI! ''""'''"''. Rev FJ vanHulst refers to the 13) which about 
"those who believe for a time" (Canons, RE V,7) the itself does not show 
this for a time" as a stone towards true Rather, it shows that this 
'faith' is so that it fails to the fruit of faith. it is not in line with and 
confession to speak, then, of a that produces 'historical and 
prepares a person to make the step 

Committee 1 makes the evaluation: 
c::n~~<:'l~<'inn in this Rev FJ vanHuist restricts conversion to man's 1"\.C/1'1.:!1'\nal 

or experience to work. This is contrary to our confessions 
conversion, not as the reaction of man to his but as the regenEira1ttng 
God itself. This is clear from Canons of Dort, 12 which reads: 
the the new creation, the from the dead, the 
spoken of in the Scriptures, which God works " 

m. Rev FJ vanHulst has this order of salvation: ·reA,er;ttallCe rcom~Jflnea with believing the 
promise of of then then conversion (in the 

Committee 1 makes the folliowing 
lt is to our confessions of repentance and faith as 'attitudes' or 

conversion. Rather, conversion or is the source of such 

13 
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works as 
repentance and corwe~rS110n. 
result of the i'C:.f'l&:>n.s:;r~~1'11'"11f1 

repent through 
in whose hearts 

33 of the Catechism unites 
Dort, the same. As a 

"man is said to believe and 
In the same article we confess that "all those 

do believe. u 

IV. Rev FJ vanHulst teaches that a man must 
'pre-conditions' before he is r.:.n.:.n.:l>r~:t.on 

humbling oneself to the point 
sinfulness (p. 3 corlfe£ssirm 
the idea (le~~alilsm) 

Christ, 
cross. also a lack is a hindrance to conversion 
you refuse to repent and believe 
or 'pre-conditions' are the work 
regeneration or conversion. 

will not be converted". Ha states these attitudes 
the Holy Spirit, but are not a part of the work of 

Committee 1 makes tha evaluation: 
This goes contrary to our confessions, which these attitudes as fruits of conversion, 
and not as to conversion. In LD 3 of the Catechism, we 
confess that we are unable to do and inclined to all ... unless we are 

the of God." in the of Dort, 111/IV, 12 we confess MThis 
the from the dead, the alive .... • This 

conversion becomes source of those works as described vanHulst (cf. 
Canons of Dort 111/IV, 11 where we that the the will, 
which was dead, alive ... so moves and str.enc1th~;ns like a tree, it 
may be able to produce the fruit have been converted or 

the contrition and 

Committee 1 makes the evaluation: 

and taking up 

of Christ. 
of Christ, 

Rev FJ vanHulst endeavours to In the of the church an awareness the need 
to respond to the in the covenant order to what God has oro,mi~;ea 
them. He does so, however, at the cost of the children 
Christ. the children, Christ said, the (Mark 
14 
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confessions state clearly that children Therefore 
s.n:a,.,u;:,;,,, ..• ulc~v must be into the In Article 
we confess: baptism we are received into the church In Form for 
we read: noo you confess that our chl1dren ... are sanctified in Christ and thus as members 
of His church ought to be bat'Jtised:?" 

int.:.rnr.ot these statements, as a • sacramental way 
and is itself contradictory inasmuch as 

order to assure us of the of what is ;::>IM111111!:7U. 

"Just as share in the of so are 
knc>wh~dg·e, received grace in Christ. • Just as their condemnation is a 

receotion into grace in Christ is a In the of thankStCii'il'ina 
we pray: "Thou hast our all our sins 

VI. Rev FJ vanHulst endeavours to avoid on God for the condemnation of 
who refuse to believe. He so far as to that is. determined 
disobedience. "In not believ,fna 

... Your reprobation is not caused by 
your own reprobation. 

reit;ICti()n of your, but by your own 
disobedience to Him. • 

Committee 1 makes the foU'owlng evaluation: 
The decree of is in the Canons of Dort 

the to leave some in the common 
the:!·m~:t:~lv•i:!"' · and the decree to condemn and 

God accc'Jrdit1a 
it was to her, 'The older 

but Esau I have hated.' 
tr ............ ~ ... of Dort, RE 1,8}: •Goo did not an act of His 

in the common state of condemnation 
to such grace as is 

To the of r.r:ul·nnrlti&:a<rf· "Scripture, 
whomever He wills, and He the heart of 

whomever He wills' Romans also declares 7o has been to know the 
secrets of the of heaven, but to them it has not Mt 1. Likewise, 'I 
thank Thee, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast these from the 
wise and and revealed them to babes; yea, Father, for 
gracious will'. Mt 11 

VU. in relation to the administration of church Rev FJ vanHulst 
ni.:::.,...in!in~ as a medicine, which can have no effect upon hearts that have 

was 

church 
made 

15 
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alive. Therefore he does not regard the of members as 
cases where a member is a • notorious sinnet would see room a 
chastisement, if member is a source of defilement for other church members. this 
does' 'not require the "to go all the way of church for church 
disc~iplir:le. • 
In same vein, he does not church discipline as a medicine for those members 
Who have made profession of but who are not converted. In this context, he writes, 
"The discipline· cannot work as a medicine in unconverted But in general our 
discipline should be rather on gospel of grace and the 
message love in a personal than be as applying medicine to a 
heart (which was never alive in the first place.)" 

followlna evaluation: 
that God uses in the conversion and r&:>n.on~:.r!:lii·inn 

Canons of Dort, 111/IV, 17: " ... the 
!11J~~.l:tJ~w.§'!l§J~~ us, in no excludes or cancels 

has to be the seed of 

church should not dare to 
willed to be 
Neither Scripture nor l"nrlfA·~~ir'n discriminates between church members with 
church discipline. Church is to be exercised upon our • brothers• in the 
upon •anyone" who does not the Word (cf. 2 Thes 3:14). Furthermore, it is 
impossible to tell at moment whether a person is converted or not. for only 
is able to know the 
Since discipline is a means by which God rl!lniAnl::~r::!ltA~ us, Rev FJ vanHulst is not correct 
when he seriously limits the use of church to those who are converted. 

1. Rev FJ vanHulst believes there is a definite connection between rcn.:::.ru~n:U'If'ln 
doctrine of the church. The Catholic Church is a 
the true Christian believers are washed in Christ's 
According to Rev. F.J. vanHulst all and 
are grafted into the Catholic Church. 
with the local true churches, the latter the attributes of the holy, Catholic 
Church. to this holy church is a spiritual matter. These true believers must then 
also seek with other true believers. Art 28 makes clear the to join such a 
visible church. respect, one needs to the marks of the church to 
ascertain that one a true church. Thus the order of arts.27c28 is: come to 
faith by rebirth thus to the and then a true, visible, 
local church. He thus believes that art about the holy, Church while 
arts 28-29 of the visible, local church. 
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Committee 1 makes the evaluation: 
In the connection between regem:lraition 
FJ ",..,,,,....,,..,., 

While Article 27 an overview of the "one, catholic or universal church,· in Article 28 
the norms for the church, to maintain the of the church, to submit to 
the instruction and of the to bend their under the of Christ, 
and to serve the of the These are churches, 
but one church. To the assembly of true is to join the one, catholic and 
Christian church. contrast the church of Article 27 from the church 28,29 
would lead to a nebulous catholic church of all the and 
the elect, a church which is with true, local churches. is borrowed 
from the Acts of the i 986 General of our Canadian sister churches, 

2. Rev FJ vanHulst believes that a rAniAn~~rA·tAd 
Catholic Church without a member of a true 
Rome. 

Committee 

can be a member of the 
e.g. he stays in the Church 

Rev FJ vanHulst begins with the Catholic Church, as do our confessions. nn•' ..... ".""'', 

one, Catholic Church us valuable lessons, 
v:::~r1H!ll~t goes when he teaches all 

reoen~~ration made members of the catholic 
true church. 

a. 

b. To state that everyone who is r.on • .an.:lrait.a.i 

church undermines the 
God has established it, it ne~11ects 
these two statements, 'a' and b', are 

of our Canadian sister ctuJrclnesn. 
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3. Though Rev FJ vanHulst believes that a can to the 
catholic church without to a true, also believes that such a 
person acts contrary to the of God, if he does not join a true church. 

Committee 1 makes the evaluation: 
Rev FJ vanHulst does stress the for persons to the call of Christ to 
join the true church. He also stresses that is a need to utilise marks of the true 
church to ensure that one does the true church. Also, he with his does 
work hard for the visible unity of church. 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Committee 1 makes the evaluation: 

1:111\iVUI 0~11 lj..l the 
cortsidlereld it 

to attend 
nr.::..~,...,.,.ati there. Since the 

No inquiries or 

in the 
au1torrlaticallv "'~'"'"1m•n in The 

he is in Christ. 
partners in the the Church of 

concern. Mixed are 
from a non-sister the 

on before marriage. He leaves 

lt is hard to escape the conclusion that memtJ,ers,nio in the holy, Catholic 
definition, is the more of the two, and is the factor in one's ap£)rOc:!Ch 
to contacts with other in the Lord's a non~sister 
Bible study with others and in the matter of choice of partners. 
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Concerning the of sins we observe the following: 
a. In his sermons Rev FJ vanHulst does not for example one 

point for the converted and another for the unconverted, between converted 
and unconverted re the sins. He to each and every believer 
that God has really all their sins as true faith accept the 

~~a ~ fue ~ 
he stresses need to believe that sins are basis of 

Christ's sacrifice. are true believers, and the 
benefit of Christ's He writes, 
Christ has the for it. Those who believe this, 
therefore a free conscience. burden of sin is taken 
So there is not so much reason to ask for as is reason to ask for 
true faith to believe the of sins, so that you can truly this 
freedom of conscience and can rejoice in lt. 

b. Rev FJ vanHuist has a concern that some stress their sins and 
forgiveness without a conviction that their sins are forgiven in the blood of 
He writes, 
The I to make is that the torcliV8·ne~1S 
not or the seriousness, or 
this a reality .. .I have found in 
that of sins comes to them the 
everyone should do is: claim the forgiveness of sins 

c. Rev FJ vanHulst thus does not stress dally for He writes, "'I 
believe the of sins.' lt does say: I that I can ask for 

and that then will be""'""'"'''"'· No I believe the forgiveness of 
sin. But he also says that the more the is preached to the converted • the 
more they seek the toflaiv1em~ss 

1"'\nr: rvt1u1r it is indeed true that on the basis of Christ's perfect sacrifice we 
tru,nivot'te~c,c of sins in true faith, it is contrary to and the confessions we no 

have to ask for the of sins. In the of the son fue fafuer 
emtbrc:tce~a his son before he this not mean that the son 
could simply claim He still to ask for it. texts in the above 

show this. could also be made to Psalm 51, where man after 
God's own heart, asks for of sins, and even "Wash me from 
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cleanse me from sin ... 
be asked. 

* (vss. 2 and 7). 

Rev.FJ ffli"Jniu.o:.ru~""c;, of sins through faith, a 
anl"'rflnri~:atiron takes place through 

The proposals are tabled: 

Ground: 
The 

ADOPTED 

Decision 2: 

of Committee 1 is conclusive in showing that 
Scripture and the Confessions. 

made the above il inru:unc•nt decides that Rev 
as member of 

answered the Rev 
the consequence must be that he cannot 

2. members of need to paliici!pa1te 
doctrines of the church; decisions in 
The churches have a to be assured 
judges in such matters. 

ADOPTED 

20 
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ADOPTED 

Decision 4: 
to a Committee to investioate Rev FJ vanHulst's teachings rea1ardlina the law, and 
to to 

Ground: 
deems the Committee's investigation into this matter incomplete. 

ADOPTED 

decides to include the Committee's""'""""'"'"'"' to Rev FJ vanHulst and his answers, 
part of the Committee's to the Acts. 1, page 75) 

Article 29 
.Acts of Closed Sessions 

decides to write Acts of these Closed Sessions is: what has been recorded 
will not be placed on Internet at in Articles 24 -29) in the Acts. The 

this time. goes into 

Article 30 
Remainder of c::u"''"'"n'tl! 
Synod decides to meet 
some and ,...,..,.,c;.,;r, ... 

15 June at 9 am, for the 
items, and then adjourn to a 

Article 31 

Ha then leads in prayer. At 3.30 

Article 32 

asks it to sing Psalm 74:1, 7 and 8, reads 2 Chronicles 22 
f"n~:airnr'\~n observes that there is only one from the 
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Article33 
ApJpolintrnel'lt of a Committee to 

24,28, 58,64, 74,98, 105, 
out Decision 

::11nronint~ Rev P De Boer, elder Slobe and Rev W '-"'"''""'"'- ,,..,-" 
They must report to the churches' delegates two 

convenes, as well as to 

Article 34 
Acts 

adopts Articles 26 to 31 of the Acts. 

Article 35 
Request from RC Janssen 
Committee 3 presents the following proposal: 

Material: 
item 8.8 - letter from the Church 

Janssen's request to be examined by 

Decision: 
Not to grant the request of brother Janssen. 

Grounds: 

Kelmscott, nrni"V'IC,inn 

for 

1. The churches have observed examination of a 
to become a candidate conducted in the classical region 
is a member. 

2. Should this brother be examined by a sister church federation, 
call within all the sister churches, and therefore the 
stuck' in the Netherlands does not 

ADOPTED 

Article 36 
Pulpit il!l!Yt:h~l'lt:!lA 
Committee 3 presents the fnllnwinn proposal: 

Material: 
Item 1 .8-
Item 8.1 -

Observations: 
report that 

IJQj!JUI.Ie"' suggest 

22 
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Acts of 

Minister of: 1998 1999 2000 

Mount Nasura Tasmania 
Tasmania 

Launceston 

Tasmania 

Decisions: 
1. to thank Deputies for their "';"''"'"<=>rn .. them; 
2. to grant the of the as formulated hereunder; 
3. to with the m.:anrl<:~~to· 

a) in addition to the 
minister to serve least 6 

~. ""'t""'"e: at a 
b) receive its 

the above in consultation with the churches and their ministers; 
4. ti"~'IICIIiinn COStS from the 

ora~mat>la for the churches to have 
a vacancy the church needs of other churches, and 

esi::;ac:ial!!v so when that church is located in an isolated place. 

ADOPTED 

appoints Rev A Veldman as Deputy for 

Article 37 
Indonesian churches fljiBII'eil&e~aer·ela 

considers the ..,, ,.,~.,t;, ... .., for P as recommendE~d 
~.~~:~~..~ulu~.:. in their Re~connml;mdatic>n 4). Synod decides that there is no 

to make a nHc!BslrJn 

Article 38 

at the close of this morning's session, and re-convene at 
Se1ote1mber 1998, at 9 am. 

Article 39 

chairman addresses Rev C 
midst for the last time. Rev 
A Mulder asks those 
chairman 

to his to Pretoria will be in our 
r~.::::nntnrl!': in a word of farewell and wishes. Elder 

23:1 and than leads in prayer. The 
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Article 40 

At 9 am chairman Rev C Bouwman re-opens 
18: 1 and 8, reads from 2 Chronicles 23, 

with the followina 

Dear brothers of 

asks the brothers to Psalm 
leads in prayer. He then ad(jre:sse~s 

After a break of some 10 weeks, we're assembled of our sister church 
in Launceston to continue the work that we left un1'inilsheld in our session. All of us 
present at the first found those two weeks very I trust that now each of 
us is and refreshed to carry on with work us by the 
churches. 
To my it is the first time in the 
Australia that a has adjourned for a 
finish its task. lt then, that 
church for Synod 1998; a second time the 
for the for a second time this 
behind us assembled into a comfortable 
had to be Be assured, 
much We could only applaud your 
that experience- look forward to another 
I notice a number new faces in this 
brothers J Everts, N Louw and F Postmus! 

of the Free Reformed Churches of 
weeks before it reconvened in order to 

aot>re.::ia1:ion be directed to the host 
tnl".cC!'i~nn has had find lodging 

r.~:~~,;rr~nr")rl (and the room 
kitchen staff 

for the rest of us have had earlier nnrV'Irii •nihJ 

we're sure you'll overcome this handicap 
the fact that some of you are here lie hidden some 
that the churches can all be at this meeting of 
that our time together can serve edification. 
Since our in June, the church in Launceston has been busy dinestino 
conclusions first We can that this takes time, 
same time a the of churches countless 
been sent to the Lord to to the office 

call South 
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Africa to our For my part, ! was much the gesture of the South 
African brethren offer their to us in our situation manner. 
Brothers, we need to set to the work that's been given to us. In the first 

of we could, the work .......... ,.,. .. ..,, .... 
was difficult, there was of tension oe11weEm 

that we can work our the remainder of the 
unanimit'f. our work in remainder of 

terms of the of the decisions we make as as in the manner in which we make 
them. The churches look to us to in word and deed, of faithfulness to our 
Lord and Saviour and therefore love for the Let us pray for God's with 
the words of Ps 67:1, and then be to world 
Synod Psalm 67:1. 

Article 41 
Credentials 
The First and Second Clerks check the credentials handed in the new del:eg~ates, elders 
J Everts and F Postmus from the Church of Launceston, elder N from the 
Church of Legana, and report that these are in order. 

Article 42 
Election of vice-chairman 
In an election for a vice~chairman, votes in Rev A vanDelden. 

Confession 
delegattes J Everts, N Louw and F Postmus, when asked to indicate their 

Three Forms of rise in their 

Article 
letter of (refer Article 20) 
The chairman out a letter of 
30 June 1998. Besides 

from the Canadian Reformed Churches, dated 
the letter, which mentions regret for 

late, the ext1rao1rdinarv had to deal with, and expresses 
prayer that the of the Church as it deals with them. 

Article 45 
Rules for Synods Articles 47, 61, 65) 
Committee 2 ore~sents its Report. 
Material: 
1. item 8.3: The Church of Launceston to decide that "in 

of prir1ci~>le, a motion or shall dec:lan:ld 'l:l:nnlnt~ClJri' by a two thirds 
majority in a two thirds If the 
number of votes for or or motion is required two 
thirds it shall be doc:lare~d 'undE~ldled' 

2. The Church of Mount Nasura prc•oo:ses that the Rules for 
that the Acts shall the text of all oro·~iaiS 

before but not voted on another pro1posal 
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3. item 8.19: The Church of Mount Nasura that the Rules for Synods 
amended that the same not be chosen to fill the position 

of chairman twice in succession 
4. item 11 Report of Deputies for the Revision of the Rules and Procedures 

Decision 1: 
Not to accede to Launceston's request 

2. 

as settled and 
proved to be in 

in matters of principle could make it very difficult, 
decisions on matters put on Its by 

is, however, asked to make resolutions not to 

3. could give rise to 
pro1ce~:iura1 or a matter of pmnCIIP!e 

ADOPTED 

Decision 2: 
Not to accede to Mount Nasura's proposaL 

Grounds: 

Decision 3: 

has the 
voted upon. 

Not to accede to Mount Nasura's proposal. 

Grounds: 

discussions on whether is 

text of any 

1. The Church Order does not make the same rules for the of chaim1an 
and C!assis chairman. 

2. Even our bond of churches is small, there is no need to make a separate rule 
for the of chairman. 

ADOPTED 

Article 46 
Closed Session 
After lunch Synod sits in Closed Session to deal with appeaL 
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Article 47 
Rules for 
Late in the Session for further consideration of the 
Committee the of 
session and the discussion on 
As a result, 2 is sent back with the instruction to take 
comments and criticisms made. 

nrP..~P.nts its Report. 
n.r::~(·i~it'lno::: are amended and put to the vote, as shown. 

Material: 
Item 8. 1 : the church of West Albany Article 95 of 
Item 8.2: the church of cor-resiootnds about Article of 
Item 8.13: the church of corresponds about Article 95 of 

Observations: 
The Church of West 
disagr·ee!Tieint with the with the 
argues that, as upon in Article 31 of the 
decision on our on the basis of the 
The Churches of A!bany and do not appeal, but 

Decisions: 
i. to 

as 
appeals 

2. to receive the enc~otJra1:Jerne11t that "the present as 
well as future 

3. to receive as infl'll'i"!'"'::ltiinn 

2. 
3. 

ever become necessary to defend our 
ICRC" 

Article 49 
Rules for VIsitation 
Committee 2. presents its 

oresen1ted to them" 
resubmit its should it 

rP.nu:airlinn a non~member of the 

churches of 
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is the re:~.r.:e:~•v·mn 

conversation with the person II::II.I!Ut::''Hu 

2. bearers to instruct members, who to move to a 
Hetorime1a Churches have no sister churches, to be faithful reaardina 

their membership in church of Jesus Christ lt remains the .-o ... ""'''"'<:>ilkiliihl 

members who move to such a to work with Articles 28 and 
Confession to seek and join the of Jesus Christ. 

3. If evidence comes to the fore that one of our sister churches is unfaithful in exercising 
sister relations with other churches, we have the opportunity and the duty to address 
this, the Rules for sister relations. 

4. decided "to limit present contacts and relations with churches which are 
oe1:.nrani1ic;~lht close to our sister churches abroad ... " and "to concentrate on relations 

contacts with churches which are close to us ... " (Acts, Article 58). 
In this situation, it is inevitable our will churches 
ge<:>grapt1iC<:liiY close to them, which we will not Mount has not 

the Lord demands that the Free Churches of Australia 
establish sister relations with all the sisters of, the Canadian Reformed 
Churches. We are not in a position to make a about attestations our sister 
churches issue to members to their 

5. If the Free Reformed Churches of can that 
. given sister evidence of Word 
God, maintaining and Order," we may expect that 
they have done well in their various sister relations. 

ADOPTED 

Proposal3: 
Mount Nasura seeks to have state that: "lt issues a to all its sister churches 
that the Free Reformed of Australia see that in its with sister churches 
the matter of third relations can render a church unfaithful in its task of supervision 
and The relations which some of our sister churches have, or are 
to bring our relations with them into question." 

Decision: 
Not to accede to Mount Nasura's request. 
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Grounds: 
1. While third relations could render a church unfaithful in its task of sur:~en~~sic)n 

and need not be the case. that Mount Nasura states 
evidence unfaithfulness in our sister churches. 

2. Mount Nasura states that the sister relations which some of our sister 
,..h,, .. ,..., .. ,.., have, or are to establish, the Free Reformed Churches of 
Australia's with them into question, it not concrete evidence 
to support this claim. 

ADOPTED 

Article 63 
Formation of Classes Articles 50, 54, 95) 
Committee 3 presents revised After some discussion the Committee is sent 
back with the request to do further 

Article 
Instructions from the Churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 74, 98, 105, 

into Closed Session to consider the 

Material: 

of its Committee ap~>ain1ted in 

continues with the remainder of the 
in .... l!!e>inn In the Committee's orc•OOiSal. 

item 11.1 o G Report of Deputies for the Revision of the Rules and rluii.A~Jun~ of 

Decision 4: 
1. to the recommended Rules for with the amendments: 

a) to Rule 1.4: "Confidential must be clearly marked: 'For del,egattes 
. Visitation will not be distributed." 

b) at the of Rule 3.2 the words: "The viceuchairman shall assist the 
other Officers of where needed, and prepare the Press Release of 

c) Rule 3.3 to read: shall decide whether its chairman and first 
clerk will be to an committee" 

d) delete Rule 8.4 
e) Rule 8. 7 to include the words "in each round of the debate" 
f) the words: "on the voices" 
g) Rule 8.11.5 
h} add 10 the pa1·ag1raph: must make available at for 

referral and consultation, Minutes, and records of 
other work done. same to the Archivist.." 

2. to acceptfor 1998 
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3. to discharge and thank them for all the work done 
4. to include the of the Rules for Synods as an Anlr..Qrlrllv to the Acts 

A .... , ... ,..,,r~;v 12, page 

Grounds: 
1. The recommended Rules serve the basic needs of 
2. lt is important that the church knows do with material. 

lt also needs to be avoided confidential material comes into the hands of all 
office-bearers. 

3. The 1998 has shown that it has merit to leave it to each 
chairman and first clerk are to be to an l:!n\J'i~u\ll"\1 

ADOPTED 

Article 66 
Rules for Church VIsits (refer Article 49; Appendix 13, 
Committee 2 presents its revised Rules. After minor J:llm,~Qnl'im,~nt 

ADOPTED 

Article 67 
Pr~~Abivtll1trialn Church In Korea 
Co1nm1itts!A 2 presents its Report: 

Material: 

voted upon and 

Agenda item 11.5.2.2 -
-A 

of Deputies for relations with sister churches 
of received at this Synod (Article 20) 

Decision: 
To continue sister relations with the PretSbl/l:erian Church in Korea (Kosin) in accordance 
with the established rules 

Ground: 
No evidence has arisen su~~gestir1g that the Church in Korea 
departed from the Word of Confessions, or the Church 

ADOPTED 

Article 68 
Canadian Reformed Churches 
Committee 2 presents its 

Material: 
Agenda item 11.5.2.3 - Report of Deputies for relations with sister churches 

Gre~etilnas received at this 20, 
Decision: 

has 

To continue sister relations with the Canadian Reformed Churches in accordance with the 
established rules 

34 



Acts 

Ground: 
The Canadian Reformed Churches 
God, the Reformed Cor1fes;sio1ns 

ADOPTED 

Article 69 
Prcmo§al from the Church of 
launceston and the local Reformed 
Committee 3 presents its Report: 

Material: Agenda Item 8. i 4 
Decision: 
Not to the request of the Church of for to "decide that the ao,>rocach 

of Launceston is taking in its with a Reformed Church 
conflicts with the adopted Church Order, and is detrimental to the de,relc:,om1ent 
relationships." 

Rev F vanHulst to which the Church of 
he writes about a "to discuss 

we as churches oould find a to move closer to each 
has her own area, but that does not take 

ADOPTED 

Article 70 

Article 71 

Article 72 
Tolerance COII"'CE~rnlna 
Committee 2 ru·.c:~c:.antc: 

tabled. 

to 

article alone is not sufficient to 
oo~~sm1e that the author of this article, 

accurately reflects the decision 

Psalm 46:3 and 5, and leads in prayer. The chairman 

After discussion 

Psalm 75:1 and 4, reads from 
Everts is absent with notice. His 

following amended pro]posal is 
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Material: 
item 8.17 - letter from the Church of Mount Nasura on tolerance ~nr\~Amirln infant 

Observations: 
The Church of Mount Nasura: 
1 . informs that a in a sister church defends the that Ntolerance 

can be exercised towards those who in good conscience err in some of 
doctrine", in this case infant n:::.1'\tic::rn· 

2. to instruct for sister relations to take the matter with the 
v~~o~ui.IO::H> of the sister concerned; and wishes to clear to our sister 
churches that a person who promotes these views on compassion and tolerance in 
relation to fundamental doctrines can not be a teacher in 

Decision: 
Not to accede to Mount Nasura's request 

ro::~c:nnne:ihilit.; of his consistory 

ADOPTED 

Article 73 

of Mount Nasura 
For the 

would be to lord 

Indonesian sister churches 
76) 

Reformasi Indonesia) (refer Articles 37, 

Committee 2 presents its Report. 
personal nature. 

in Closed Session discusses some matters of a 

Article 74 
Instructions from the Churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 98, 105, 

continues in Closed Session on the Report of its Committee. 

Article 75 
AJternate from the Church of launceston 
Elder D Veltkamp enters as alternate for elder J Everts. The chairman welcomes 
elder Veltkamp, and asks to rise to indicate his Agreement with the Three Forms of 

Article 76 
Indonesian sister churches a Reformasl Indonesia Articles 37, 
73) 
Committee 2 presents its Report. After amendment it reads: 
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Material: 
items 11.5.4.1 - Deputies 

Decisions: 
1. to thank Deputies for their work, and tiic:: .... r..:arnc. 

2. to new Deputies with the foil<>wir\g 
to continue to visit the 
subject to available finance 

of 

Reformasi Indonesia, 

b) to the uere1~a-a~ere1a Reformasi Indonesia in a well considered and 
intention of building up the reformed character of 

c) 

d) 

e) 

the nature of 
r~r;ortinn framework for information 

n:;a;:::.ululy the effectiveness of 
3. to send to the Conference of the Indonesian cht1rct11es; 

at Hamilton if it 

the means of 

4. to continue relations with the Gereja-gereja Reformasi Indonesia in accordance 
with the adopted rules. 

Grounds: 
1. The uerel~i-049fEll!a Reformasi Indonesia evidence of "'"'w ... tin,, 11n~n 

the Word of the Confessions and 
2. The churches are in a to support these sister churches in 

leaders and up For this reason visits to the uerel~l·Of9fella 
Reformasi are in place 

3. 1996 decided to support a student from the sister churches once Yonson 
had his studies at the in Hamilton. The 

4. 

recommendation from and of the 
Reformasi Indonesia is to 
~Yr\l:lria.nr•.o haS ShOwn that 

5. mentions n .. ...,,nl.o.f"'"\C> 

cause 

6. Since Conference will with in we are involved; and 
since it will discuss a bond of all the Indonesian Churches from Sumba, Kalimantan 
Barat and lrian which concerns us, it is to send delegates. 

ADOPTED 

Article 77 
Indonesian ~n'lll"r!ne~,lfl: n.ier·eBal..aG!Ifell& Masehl Musyt~lflr) 
Committee 2 presents Session hears a report from IIJ"""""~""';;) 
1"1"\lr\I"Oirnil"ln some difficulties the The Committee 
amended on the floor of reads as follows: 
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Material: 
Agenda item 1 i .5.4.1 - Deputies 

Decisions: 
1. To thank Deputies for their work, and ru~~hJ:<~rn~~=~ them 
2. To new Deputies vvith the mandate: 

if invited, to continue to visit the 
subject to available finance 

b) to monitor and report de\telc>Piilents Masehi MUISVc:mr 

c) to support these churches a well and responsible way with 
the intention of building their reformed character; 

d) to provide limited Yonson Dethan to ensure continued effective 
communication with 

e) to our churches and their members to the means of 
vtJII.I\Jl.ltJI;:) activities mentioned in and 

f) to a for the support which should 
include guidelines 
(i) nature of 
(ii) a information back to the churches 
(iii) a way of measuring the effectiveness of support 

ue~reaa~c!erlsla Masehi needs to be stabilised before recommendations 
reoardiino sister relationships can be considered. 

2. had a mandate to Yonson Dethan's theological training. it 
is to continue the but meaningful manner. 

3. The mentions to nrn.vin!nn 

4. The churches are a 
reformed manner. For 
place also. 

ADOPTED 

Article 78 
Reformed Churches of Australia 
Committee 3 presents its Report: 

Material: 
Items 11.5.4.4 - Deputies Report, and 11.5.5.3 - Deputies Supplementary Report 

Decisions: 
1. to thank the L.f1:7!JUI.IO'"' for their work and ni<:!, ... h,~rnic them 
2. to appoint new to be an address to the Refom1ed Churches can dlrect 

any questions the letter of 
3. to monitor the Acts of of Reformed Churches, to see if they have 

addressed of the matters letter of appeal 
4. to report to 
5. to the,..., __ ..... __ request for face-to-face meatirtgs; 
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Acts of 

cotnplleteld the mandate 1996. 
of the considered V'I::JIJUI~!I:J~ 

to too late and decided that the for sut>mi:sslilns 
was not used it misunderstood and 

the write: 'We have clarified 
page 3). 

3. face-to-face me:etir'IQS 
decision of 
union as its with the Reformed Churches at this time" 
but instead, to authorise to send a letter of 
the that "official would 
the goal of sister relations or union" (Acts Article 

DEfEATED 

An alternate proiposa! is tabled as follows: 

Material: 
Item 11 .5.4.4 - Deputies 

Decisions: 
1. to thank the uo]jJU\!I:j;:) for their work and them 
2. to with the mandate to convey our concerns and appeal by a 

few rac:e-tiD-T~lce mPJAtirln~ 
3. to report back to the 

Grounds: 
1. 

2. 

v'"'l"'"''·'"";;:> have not the mandate 
on time, and has not been 

have our concerns and 
m.Q . .Qtil'lr!C: is reasonable. 

between 1990 and In 1992 our 
In i 994 the Reformed Churches 

Since no more occurred, we waited until 1996 to react to their 1994 
decisions. We would send an which we were late in sending, and it will now 
take until 2000 before the Churches of Australia can deal with it. This is a 
cumbersome process. 

3. Face-to-face have proven beneficial lt 
arise more in co1·re~;pona4:mc:e 

4. The Reformed of Australia it, and ap~X>ir:1ted V'CII~o~ua•o;;:» for 
it so that they can res~nd to the concerns in our 

ADOPTED 

Article 79 
ACJ•ODt:lon of .Acts 
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Acts 

Session, and Psalm 87:1, 4 and 5, adopts 

80 
Address by 
The chairman 
Africa, to address 
Appendix 2 to these 

Free Reformed Churches in South 
"''''"'"''"''"" address can be found in 

Article 81 
Vrlje Gereformeerde Kerke In Suld A.frika 
Committee 2 presents its Report. 
In the discussion Rev answers a variety of questions on his churches. 

Material: 
Agenda items 11.5.2.1 - Deputies Report, and 11.5.2.5 - Deputies Supplementary Report 

Decisions: 
1 . to continue sister relations with the Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika in 

accordance with the established rules 
2. to express thankfulness to these Churches for 
3. to authorise to send a to their 

Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika 
of God, the Ref<:>rml:;d Gonfl,ssions 

2. that they also are a federation of churches 
nsr:sona! representative to them and exhort as f'hllrl'"'l"'~c: 

world is warranted (see Rule the Rules for sister relations). 

ADOPTED 

Article 82 
Geneva Free Reformed Church 
Committee 4 presents its Report: 

Material: 

a 

item 11.5.4.3 -
!:l~:>i'nm,~rl Church, 30 May 

and 8.24 • Letter from the Geneva Free 

The v~!!J'-''"'1:1;:) 
table. 
from one to the major assembly of other churches, via the appropriate Deputies. 
So it must be received. 
Decision: 
To note the information contained in the letter from the Geneva Free Reformed Church 
and their decision to withdraw their earlier request for future 
affiliation. 
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Acts 

Ground: 
The Geneva Free Reformed Church is not interested in IJI..m::;ui!IM possible future affiliation 
with our churches. 
In a letter dated 21 1996 
formal contact with the Free RA1~nmnArt 
future affiliation." 

interest in es1:abliish1ing 
Au:stn111a . . . with a view to oos~s!Die 

~nrwnr\n~·tA for the Geneva in a letter dated 30 
Free Reformed involvement with the Free Churches of 
Australia at this time. We corlsis>torys decision to withdraw our 
former request of 21st 

ADOPTED 

Article 83 

Rev A Veldman asks 
adjourns 

to sing 46:2, and leads in prayer. The chairman 

The Rev C Bouwman asks to 
Chronicles 27, and leads in prayer. J 

reads from ;;:x;lriiJ'l'U!tll 

notice. His ~~t~~m,~tA 
elder D Veltkamp is in attendance. 
The chairman passes on greetings from Rev C in South Africa. 

Articie85 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand (refer Article 89) 
Committee 4 its 
After the tea break chairman mentions the presence in the audience of Rev C 
Connors, minister of the local Church. Because our Rules for 
Synods make no for the of persons outside the bond of the 
chairman asks if there is any to his presence in the audience. has 
no objection. chairman welcomes Connors. 
After some further discussion on the RCNZ an amended is tabled. The 
Committee agrees to withdraw its in favour of this amencied pro,po1sa1. 
As time is out the adjourned. 

Article 86 
Ad1opt.lon and Press Release 

Articles 70 to 82 of the Acts. The Press Release for the of 8 to 12 

Article 97 

At noon alder GJ Bosveid asks 
chairman adjourns 

to Psalm 84:1 and 5, and leads in prayer. The 
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Acts of 

The Rev C Bouwman asks to Psalm 115:4 and 5, reads from 
Scripture 2 Chronicles 28, and leads in prayer. 
All delegates are 
Rev E Viljoen is 

Article 89 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand Article 85) 
The amended of in 85 is tabled. 
After further put to the vote. 

Material: 
items 11.5.4.2 - Deputies Report, and i 1.5.5.2 - Deputies Supplementary Report. 

Decisions: 
1. to thank Deputies for the work done and rli~;r-hJ:l,rr,~~:~ them 
2. to reaffirm for the faithfulness which have found in the Reformed 

Churches Zealand 
3. to mandate Deputies to strive for sister relations with the Reformed Churches of New 
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Zealand 
a) 

b) 

dialogue with them in order to for the 
orir1cic:•led they have shown the Reformed 

P<u::smama, and to them to continue to exercise 
over the Churches of Australia where 

to them by means of facfHo·face the 
diff1icU1tv that our ,..n ........ i-.o"' have in sister relations them 
because of their sister relations with the Churches of Australia; 

two to attend the next of the Reformed 
Churches of New to be held, the willing, in Wainulmata, 
New Zealand from to 23ro October 1998, in order to convey areetir1as: 
and to take the to discuss matters of mutual with 
New Zealand DeiDUti!es: 

c) of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand to our next 
as with the mentioned in Rule 6 of our Rules for 
(Acts 1998, Appendix 

d) nrf".vil11inn information to the membership of our churches about the 
Ref'om1ed Churches of New Zealand 

rel«~tic.~nsjhiD of the Reformed Churches of New 
imt:>eaflm~mt for us to establish 

to 
New 

out in a Report to their 
all dimensions. . .. This is 



Acts of 

SJIIIII.iiSJ.,I/:1 of a true and faitllful church and corlseauEmti•~J 
be a when A and B es~ibli~;h 

"'"·"'··"'"'<:7C~ ... y has an with A still has 
obvious that the towards this 

to a long one where 
um'ien>tatldirJg is u:1ur.me,u. 

2. a of 
them to "return to a alstJm::w 

thankful that the of New Zealand do same. 
3. Contact between our churches and the Reformed of New Zealand is 

nA!"!A~:~Airv if we are to work towards sister relations. 
4. Our members should be informed about the Reformed Churches of New 

Zealand so that are for sister relations if and when a relationship 
is established. 

ADOPTED 

Article 90 
Pr~~StllvtE~rlsln Churches 

nr.::~<::~nt..:: its 
;,..,,.,,....,.\....,." that there will be counter proposal on the table, is adttoun1ed 

Article 91 

Artlcle92 

to allow to study it. 

Acts 
and 
of the 

Psalm 97:6. 

ResDc::m~~e to Rev E Articles 56, 59, 
Rev Veldman raetnr.r\nc to Viljoen's address to 
Session. (The text this response can be found in ADIDSrldiX 

Article 93 

Material: 
Agenda Items 11.5.3 and 8.9 

The letter the church of Kelmscott is admissible inasmuch as the Deputies were 
given the mandate to report back to the churches. 

Observations: 
1. do not 

of Ireland 
on 

the 
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Acts of 

of Ireland. also do not deal with the 
of worship 

2. mandate and on their own initiative 
of Eastern Australia will to 

regarding of the Lord's Table and of 
acknowledge it as a true and faithful church of Lord Jesus Christ and 
church relations. 

_ 3. have included in their to Synod three papers, which served the 

44 

I.J'I:7!1JUII,I'I:7i::l in coming to their fO.f'.f'lmlm.C~nn~tit'\n~ 
a) As far as the matter children in the covenant is concerned, Deputies 

conclude that there is the that there are differences of 
accent, the Deputies that the preaching 
other about the of the in the 

or allowed to be " Therefore the Deputies state 
consider this issue as an impediment to rec~o_a,nls.ma 

tJn~st.1111~marn Church of Eastern Australia. 
b) matter of the Lord's table, the position states: 

"Inasmuch as the Church of Eastern has not 
furnished us with more information their practice of 

the table, we are not in a position to make concrete evaluation 
nrr:1an;'!~~ with our contacts. In this we have seen 

some serious in of the 
of Eastern Australia regarding the ad1mis~sic'n 

ev;:)mJeucat churches. This is a seFious matter since it 
the Lord's which is one of the marks of the true 

concern that the doctrinal barriers that 
of churches are overlooked when 

Table. This gives reason for further 
the Pr~:~siJ,vt.:lrian Church of Eastern Australia 

embraces the notion of interdenominationalism. This, too, is a serious 
matter, since it touches on the of doctrine, which is the second mark 
of the true church." 
...,..,!~..~ ... ,_,og;;:o state: "The elders do not their office sufficiently by an 

from the ... We conclude that those guests 
should be admitted Lord's who the is 
satisfied, on the basis of an authentic intimation from the minister or of 
his are members of another true church." 

c) As far as matter of Supervision of the is concerned, the 
paper concludes 'The Church Eastern Austrcilia's 
pulpit leaves open door to that is not "the 

of God" and "doctrine of the of faith". lt does not 
safeguard the from that renounces "all doctrines, 
tenets or or inconsistent with the said 
doctrine". Eastern Australia's practice of 

the to of churches with which it has no fraternal 
tne,ret~ora a serious area of concern and cam'es such that 

Prt:.1Sb1vte11an Church of Eastem Australia can only be recogr11se'a 
"true and Church of the Lord Jesus Christ" when it fences its 
Deputies state: "lt is the recognition of another Church as a true 



4. 

5. 

a. 

b. 

Acts of 

When a church is 
acx~eplred as true and 

servants of God. 
HJV::.I::.Iulr:~ that ministers from that 

oreac111ers from churches 
r~JJtttmls: I fraternal relations) 

1. have drafted 
with the emendation that the 

found in the last line of the staltennerit, 
Christ which the three marks 
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Acts 

Because no one is able to look into the heart, it is ne<:::es;sary 
to examine himself before coming to table 
Watmii10S from the Al"'!iU rri!nn 

and 

c. 
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Acts 

PrE1S011ter1an Church of Eastern Australia 
of the Free Reformed Churches of Austr~:ula 

coi1Sil:;tolrv shall admit the Lord's those who 
prc1fe1:;sic~n of the Reformed faith and life. Members of sister 

,...,,,,.,..,.,.."""' shall be admitted on the basis of a their 
doctrine and conduct. The here is on the fact that a guest a 
testimonial from an office-bearer of his local church, to ensure is a 
member in We conclude that those guests should be 
admitted to Lord's who are satisfied, on the 
basis of an authentic intimation from the minister or of his oor1are1aa1tion 
are members of good of another church of Christ which 
three marks of church. 

2. the statement which Dea:•utiE~S 
the emendation that 

••• u.nnu:'IV to preach" should 
be invited 

I"SCOQf"'iSEid the true nro~:~gl"!l"linn 

Confession 
church a precisely defined content: the 

what is in accordance with that Word. 
they not their own 

himself and his fellow 
teaches Timothy that for him to 

he to instruct the in the 
Old Testament of Paul 

Paul to faithful 
men who will be able to teach also In this way the true 

would continue to be 
b) of this the true church is that everyone can be allowed to 

he, of whom the church can be assured that he will preach the doctrine 
God, can be allowed to 

and Reformed this has led to the institution of an 
ecc;le~~~a~)tical examination of those who want to be ministers of the Word. lt has 

included an of the doctrinal convictions of the candidate. There 
may differences in the rules for this examination, but the main idea is 
clear: the should No one should be invited to as a kind 
gesture, or the is curious what this The 

is not the to or to 
hear pulpit the 
Pre1Sb1/tel·ian Church Australia are licensed to 

have answered a series of These QU~~ti1ons 
probationer to affirm his belief in Word of God, and His 

sul:>scripl:ion Confession of Faith. require him to to adhere to, 
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ot 

d) 

3. 

4 .. 

48 

assert, maintain and defend 
government this Church, and 

it 

Re1'om1ed Churches of Au~~trallia). 
ensure that 
of God and 
the churches. 



Acts 

when 'We believe that these children [of to be baptised and 
sealed the of the covenant, as infants were in Israel on the 
basis of the same which are now made to children. Indeed, Christ shed 
His blood to wash children of believers just as much as He shed it for adults" (Art 
34). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith states: 
Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not for 
l:la~ltisE~d into visible church, but also to be 
of grace, of his into Christ, rAnAngu::ai·inn 

those faith in, and Ob49di~:lnc:e 
n.::.liAu·inn parents be ba,lt!SI9d" 

Catechism: "Unto to be adrniniste•rect? 
either both or but one of them prc•fet:lsirig 
in that within the covenant, to be 

The form the of the Sacraments' in the 
Worship of God' states: "Before the minister is to 

use some words of instruction, the institution, use and ends of this 
sacrament, the made to believers and their seed; and that 
the seed and born within church, have, their birth, 

it. .. 

whom is the covenant 
Christ as the second Adam; 

reference is made 
nrr1mijl:tA~ made~ 

states that the covenant is made with the elect, 
e>q:)res~sly profes:ses elsewhere that all the 

covenant of do words of 
that all the children believers are included in the 

those who 

are 
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Decision 2 
To offer the PreiSb'i/terian 
towards full 
pf the Lord's 
covenant. This nAr•l!::tru-, 

Free Reformed Churches 
mentioned statements. 

from the areas of concern, 
evidence of faithfulness to the 

confession. 
2. The 

3. The 
the same country 
However, because of the 
bonds of cfwrches, 
expected to be achieved quickly 
Consideration 

To appoint 
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Eastern Au:suc:ma 
the Reformed 

with the 



1. 

2. 

b. 

2. 

Acts 

contacts which the Free Reformed 
Scotland, the Fv,~nn,Aiir.~AI Presbyt,en;:m 

~~f· ..... rn"!ort PrEiSb1/ter1an Church of 

Decision 1 affect our relations/contacts with 

the Free Reformed of Austra.iia 
these churches since are 

1994, Article 1 

reaardiina the Free of 

which 
Ae1'omlled r.h,, 1 ~"'"'I.,~C! of 

Hr:«·n,.,IHnRn_ determine whether could 

and the Reformed 
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1. 

2. 

ADOPTED 

1. to thank ..... <::111-''·n•g"' 

2. to receive 
3. not to grant 

conference; 
4. to form either 

effective after 
5. to appoint DeJputies 

a. 
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Classes consider the ,..n,,..,n..r\e~:iirinn 

Av~~m,,IA· three Perth churches 
asrnar11an church; or three Perth churches with 

Tasmanian churches with 

c. 

d. 

submissions 
their orooo~;als 

made aware 
am·ee1nA1nt with 

2. churches have 
ecclesiastical as~:.ernb!ies 
church, and the A conference cannot 
There are means to organise conferences, if 

3. The Church Order on the churches the need for 
with matters of common ooncem, for illJJJ.~Uau<::~>, 

in the proper govemment the churches. 

. He then prayer. The chairman 
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Article 97 

,..~-.~aimuu'l Rev C Bouwman asks 
o<.i!III.Jl'UI\1:1 2 Chronicles 29, leads 
also present. 

98 
Instructions from 

Material: 
items 8.5-

e~ection of office 
from the communicant 
proposal. 

Decision: 
Synod decides not to adopt Launceston's proposal. 

Grounds: 
1. the 

2. 

Launceston's sul:>mission 
decision. 

There are lndica.tior1s 
the midst of most of the f'naarf'l'lo::~~ 

great concern and 

An amendment is 
"That the words in 

amendment is 
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Acts 

"That Ground 1 be made to read: nature of the issue of women 
in the insufficient and SCiiPttJral in the submissions from 
the churches of Launceston and Kelmscott make decision.' " 

The amended proposal voted on. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

decides not to adopt Launceston's proposal. 

Items 1.6 • 

in the church, there is 
sut>mi:ssi<:>ns from the of 

women vote the church. 
the church does not Jive in 
the proposal cause 

moment to words of farewell to 
travel back to South and presents him on 

in Reformed DO!tlm~atics' 

of DeiPUtiies; and 11.16 - Audit on the books of these 

Nasura found the books of the for 
ni§:::r-hl!:l,rnA the Church Nasura 

per communicant member for the 
in Hamilton as from 1 

'"'""I~-''·"'""""' with the to: 
HA1rnmrnn. and forward these to the 
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1. 
2. 

3. 

b. continue with the """'''""'?!<!''"'' 
order to contact and obtain information; 

c. relevant infomultion i"l"!f\i"<l>lminon 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Micle102 

item 11.5.2.4 - Deputies Report. 

1. sister relations with 

2. 

3. 
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Acts 

The Gereformeerde Kerken . in Nederland evidence of faithfulness to 
the of God, the Re1fomned Confessions and the Church Order. 

2. the Church of Eastem Australia would be 
beneficia! for federations and difficulties third relations; 

the Gereformeerde have ooncems 
Cle\relc1prr1ents in their churches. 

Psalm 87:1 4, leads in prayer. The chairman 

89:7 8, reads from 
present. 

33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 

appeal. 

as follows: 

item 8.21 - letter 

nrn.nn•~.tl>~ "that to 
Re1'ornned Church The of l"'.Ull&UClll!a 

are not able to extend help 
The church of as reasons a of available resources to 
involvement in Mission the extensive church contacts in 
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Acts 

The publication 

Report: 

Agenda Item 11 
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a. all ministers of the Word, 
malrri~tQe celebrants. This regristratic>n 
nrr.uiQ,in,.,.c:- of the Australian malrlistge 

b. to be contact with the 

Acts 

of their consistories, as 
in accordance with the 

to the 

4. to draw a letter of authorisation for these 
may be auJ•'-'>~>l~:JY by Deputies to the 

~..~cr,;ultco:. were mandated to "finalise and ims:~le1ne1nt registration 
co1'"' ..... """rl Churches of Australia", but not complete their mandate. 

2. out that matters which need attention in the bond of 
churches are by ... ~~.,....,u, ... o:.. 

3. A letter of authorisation acc:orciina is required, and the position of 
clerk does not exist after 

ADOPTED 

Article 110 
open11ng Procedure 

Co1mrr1itte1e presents its Report: 

Material: 
item 8. 7 - RArluA:st from the Church of that Synod refrain from 

meldit;atic>ns to the long of beginning each sitting day of our ec<:le~;isu;tical 
assemblies with singing, Bible and prayer 

Decision: 
to accede to the request 

Grounds: 
i . Article 30 of the Church Order stis:tula.tes that the ecclesiastical assemblies shall deal 

only with ecclesiastical matters are placed oo its agenda. 
2. The brothers have not been called listen to explanatioos of Scripture 

passages, however brief, but to deal the matters at hand, and then go home 

DEFEATED 

A counter proposal is tabled and voted upon: 

Material: 
item 8.7 ~ R~(l!IA!t::t from the Church of 

me,dita.tiorls to the of ~r,inn,inn 
assemblies with and prayer 
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Acts 

Decision: 
not to accede to the request of 

Ground: 
lt should be left in the freedom of the chairman how he opens Synod in a Christian 
manner. 

ADOPTED 

Article 111 
the decision recorded in Article 89 of Acts 1996 

ColmiTlittela 2 presents its Report. 

An amendment to delate Ground 3 is voted upon and defeated. 

Material: 
Agenda item 8.18 ~ 
in Article 89 of the 

Decision: 
to reject the appeal 

Grounds: 

from the Church of Mount Nasura 
of Synod 1996 

the decision recorded 

1. Synod 1996's final decision can be seen as modification to the Church of 
Arrnadale's original proposal. would become unworkable if it could not make 
modifications to proposals. 

2. The comments relating to Galatians 6:1 0 were 
3. Although it is true that the reference to p;;;nlh~c~i~r\Q 

appropriate, this does not alter the fact it to the task of the deacons to 
encourage and stimulate the congregation to show mercy towards those in the church 
as well as towards ail men. 

ADOPTED 

Article 112 

session, and 

Article 113 
Ecclesiastical Documents 
Committee 2 presents its Report: 

Material: 

Psalm 62:4 

Agenda item 11.12 - Report from the church of Kalmscott regardling the Form for Emeritus 
Declaration 

Decision: 
Synod adopts the Form for Emeritus Declaration as nrf"l,nn•::~n 
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2. 

Acts of 

1996 were not able to detect an inconsistency between 
the Church Order; 

about the involvement of either the Classis 
of the Church Order, does not make Article i 3 

propo!sed Form, which is for the Classis Church, and which 
assumes the of Deputies for Article 48. 

3. Article 13 does not deal with the retirement procedure for ministers. 

Article 114 
Nicene Creed 
Committee 2 presents its Report: 

Material: 
Agenda item 11 . 7 - Report of for the revision of the Nicene Creed 

Decisions: 
1 . to thank the 
2. to defer a 

the version 
available. 

3. to appoint 

Ground: 

for the work done and nie:"r.,,rn.:. 
rP.n:::~rdiinn ad4::>Ption of a of the Nicene Creed until 

of the Canadian Reformed' Churches is 

to report to Synod on this adopted version. 

The Canadian Reformed Churches have 
Creed. lt is better to wait with a decision on 
looked into. 

adopted a revised text of the Nicene 
until this text is available and 

ADOPTED 

Article 115 
Archives and library of 
Committee 2 presents its 

Material: 
items 1 .1 - Deputies Report; and 11.2 - Deout:ies for inspection of the Archives 

of Synod Report. 

of Synods, as well 
!nspec:t!o1n of the Archives Library of Synod; 

2. care of the Archives and Library, as well 
mspecmon, and them; 

3. V<>nn<::u·D'!::~~ec for the 
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Acts of 

4. 
5. 

to accept that Acts of the Closed Sessions of 
to an electronic version of the Index of 
the upon 

1992 and 1994 are lost; 
Archives, to be available from 

6. to ask for with other Churches to with the Librarian, 
Acts of of other Churches they may have in 

po:sSEISSiion as well as any of may receive; 
7. add to the Instructions for the K, Acts 

instruction to show in future to Synod items that were added 
their previous 

8. to include in the a of only those items that were added to the Archives and 
library since the 1996 

9. to include the amended ln~1~n•r•til"\r\~ for the Archivist as an Ar\l"''~n,r~iv to the Acts; (see 
Appendix 1 

10. to church of Mount Nasura as Archivist, and the church of Byford for 
the inspection of Archives and library 

Ground: 
The listing supplied in the Archivist's is voluminous and consumes c.innitil"a .... t 

resources both in its distribution to the '" .... , ........ and in it in the Acts . 

.ADOPTED 

Article 116 
DeiPUties for Articles 48 and 76 of the Church Order 
Committee 3 presents its Report: 

Material: 
Item 11.14 - Deputies for Articles 48 and 76 of the Church Order 

Observation: 

Decision: 
Synod receives the Deputies 

ADOPTED 

Article 117 

was for one of them to attend the church of 
Bel:jforda.le in conducting the colloquium for Rev 

for information 

DeiPUtles for Article 66 of the Church Order 
r.nlml"'l"&itt&:~c. 2 presents its Report: 

Material: 
item 11.15 - Deputies Report 

To thank the Deputies and discharge them from their task. 
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Acts 

Ground: 
Article 66 
describes. 

Order that appoints a church for the task it 

ADOPTED 

Article 118 
Conv,enllna Church for next 
Committee presents its After amendment it reads: 

Decisions: 
1. to appoint the church at West 
2. to convene the next in June 

Grounds: 
locations 

n~j:.wo.:~n diitter·ent ge<>gr.:lph:ic areas. 
an acceptable time of the year. 

ADOPTED 

Article 119 

to sing Psalm 119: 55 and 65, and then leads in prayer. 

Article 120 

The Rev C Bouwman asks to 49, reads from 2 
Chronicles 31, and leads in prayer. AI! delegcates are present. 

Article 121 
Church Visitation R"r,n.!Mt~ 

into Session to deal with Church Visitation 
that the documents need not be returned to the for destruction. 

churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 

continues in Closed Session on this matter. A oro1posal is tabled and voted upon, as 
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Material: 
1. The instructions from the churches of Armadale, Legana and Mount Nasura. 

that the book of Rev F J vanHulst be accepted as 
information. this work is unpublished, can be revised and can 

retracted, it is to accept it for information 
2. of Committee Acts of Launceston, 28). 

Evaluation: 
1. Rev FJ vanHulst states: "one should not tell their children too often that they must love 

the Lord. That can frustrate them because it is not in them. From nature 
hate God. Those who it the heart of their children that they must love 
Lord sow seeds of must tell is that the Lord loves them. This 
love of God includes 

The is not whether children must love the Lord, but how to love 
the lt is of first importance for to teach their children the the Lord 
has shown them. However, stress to the indicative (that God loves at 
the cost of the imperative must love could distort the truth and one 
into a false dilemma. One must the children God's love for them. 'When 
son asks In time to come, 'What is the meaning of the testimonies, 
statutes, the our God has commanded then you 
shall say to your son: were slaves of Pharaoh in and the us out 
of Egypt with a hand ... " (Deut But the same of teaches 
us that we must our children to love the The "Shema Israel" (Hear, 0 
Israel) attained almost creedal status and was upon the hearts of all 
Israelite children. For the Lord said, ''Hear, 0 Israel: our God, the LORD is 
one! You shall love the LORD God with all your heart, with soul, and with 
all your strength. And tht~se which I command today be in heart. 
You shall teach to your children" Inasmuch as summary 
of the law still applies us the New Testament, these words of Moses are no less 
pertinent for us today and are included when Paul exhorts "to [their children] 
up in the training and admonition of the Lord" (Eph 6:4). must that God is 
pleased to work faith in our children by means of "holy admonitions" of the and by 
means of "discipline" (Canons, 111/IV, 17). 

2. Rev FJ vanHulst states, to point out the 
difference between under " "You do not 
find a law in the New This new life is not bound to a law. That 
would not be because we live, not under the law, but (Romans 
6:14). What the difference? 1t is this: a law is a list of commandments with 
sanction. lt is the threat which makes the commandments into a law." 
Thus, he says: "In the New no law is to the believers. Those who 
have received the have initially The Lord Jesus had 
promised the of would direct them the of the full truth 
He insists that ... the heathen get not a law laid upon them! 
even the Ten Commandments. 

a. While the term 1aw' has various nuances in the New Testament, one should not 
make a distinction between the "'aw" and the "commandments." For Paul uses these 
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a.nvtn.tna except to love one another, for he who 
the law. For commandments, "You shall not commit 

""You shall not murder," also Matt The Catechism 
does make a distinction between the "law" and the "co•mrnar1d11ner1ts" CHE~id~~lb1~m 
Catechism Q/ A 
Scripture teaches there is a law for believers in the New Testament. 
5 quoted above, Christ m~::.Qninn 

law. He teaches that our nntltG:~.r'''~,nA<:~ 
Pharisees (Mat who "neglected 
For as we confess in Heideilbe1ra 
of God will not be saved. In Heiidellbe1m 
still in force as the norm for good The gospel of ~Qi'\l!:lltinn 
faith does not make the law void as the norm for a sanctified life, as 
Romans 3:3i: "Do we then make void the law faith? ......... ,,..,.,,,.., 
nnr:ITrl'll'V we establish the law. 11 Paul also makes it that he desires 
in his self to God's law, which is just (cf. Romans 7:12-

Eisewhere Paul that the law is still in just as the old diSIDen~sation, 
he summarises the law, as Moses did before Him: For the commandments, 

"You shall not commit • "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You 
sl1all not bear false witness, NYou shall not covet, " and if there is any other 
commandment, are all summed in this "You shall love your 

cf. Lev 
c. Christians must 

N~::~1~nlt'l!lllv leads to l&:.t'lj::Jiliooun 

Therefore 

d. 

the more 

e. 
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"that those who practise such will not inherit the of God"(Gal 
Paul did the same when he warns saints in Corinth: not know that 

will not inherit the of God? Do not deceived. Neither 
nor idolaters, nor nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. were washed, but were 
sai'1CtJffl8ld, but you were in the name of the Jesus and the of 

Cor 6:9-10; also Heb 6:1-4; Paul a exhortation 
to the in and in Rome 5:5,6; 2:2-3; Heidelberg 
Catechism 0/A In the Canons of Dort, we confess "Just as it has God to 
begin this work the of the maintains, 
continues and of His on it, its 

use of the sacraments" (Canons, V, 

3. Rev FJ vanHulst states "The absolute imt"JOs.sib,flity for men to fulfil the covenant 
obligation drives the believer to Christ who must do it for him. Christ fulfils the 
impossible demand of the covenant. With this, the of covenant obedience 
falls away for those who believe in Christ." 

lt is true that Christ fulfils the in the covenant for the believer so that a believer's 
righteousness, which his is derived from Christ. it is not true, 
however, that obligation covenant falls for those who believe in 

" The work of sanctification induces and believers to fulfil the 
obiligsttion of the covenant, as Paul teaches in Romans 8:3·4 "He condemned sin in the 

be fulfilled in us who do not walk 
ac(-::orrJin'a to that "we are created in Christ 
Jesus for done to God's law (cf. He!ideilberg 
Catechism 91 ). We also confess in Heiidelfbelrg Catechism QJA 113 that "not even 
slightest thought or desire contrary to any of commandments should ever arise in 
our heart. n 

4. Rev FJ vanHulst concurs with the statement: 'The does not 
have to be awakened to the of the covenant. does not want 
anything different. He cannot different because, after all, he has been 
regenerated. He is a new creation. not need to come to him with a law. He 
looks for all the commandments. He gladly likes to fulfil them. This does not happen 
without struggle. But it does happen. That is the new obedience." 

lt is far too optimistic a view of the reg1en~era·ted 
different, although "not 
live according to all the COITIIT1andm1ents 
Catechism Q/A 114). Thus the 
understand .... For what I will to do do 
good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
where, Paul confesses that he has not yet 
Because of indwelling sin that remains in us, oiJIIIUliLII ~ rep,ea1tedlly 
"be holyn besides the indicative of are holy." 
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ind1welilina sin even the regenerated can fall into sin and need 
was "a man after God's heart" He 

Nathan the from his dis~::>badieince 
Bathsll1ebc:th 2 Sam 

c;;:,...,..,..,t,, ... .,. and confession that God comes to His 
" ... but whoever .. . teaches them 

cornmanc1mEmt~;J, he be called in the of heaven" 
(Hetideibe!ra Catechism Q/ A that the law is to be 

rnni\I~r-t~n "so that... we may never to be renewed more 
image, until after this life we reach 

Decisions: 

with a law. 
law or the 

We 
the 

more after God's 

1. from the above, 
and conversion 
message 

concludes that Rev FJ vanHulst's teachi11gs of regten~~ra1tion 
his teachings on the law, and so the 

2. to forward this evaluation and decision to Rev FJ vanHuist and to the consistory of 
launceston 

3. to forward this and the evaluation and decision Acts, Art 28 Decision 4) to 
the Church of legana answer to their request for advice 

ADOPTED 

Article 123 
AdiOPtlon of Acts 

adopts the Acts of Closed Sessions. 
adopts Articles 1 04 to 119 of the Acts. 

Article 124 
Treasurer's Report and 

Material: 
items 11.3 ~ 

26 
1.4 • Auditors for 

Treasurer; and 13 ~ Cal!culaticm 

Observations: 
1. Treasurer ore~oared 

n.:.r''~'r'n in June to 
allows increased costs 

to take into account 
the Revised Draft 

to Total costs become as shown -
2. The Draft in Item 40 allows for 1 

$1500), while decided to increase 
This will increase the estimate for this item to $9,000; 
68,700. 

3. The Draft makes no allowance for visits to 
Eastern the and South Africa, and 
These would add an $8000 to the 

$23,500 

Pre~s011te11an Churches of 
visit to Indonesia. 

the total$ 76,700. 
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Decisions: 
1. to the Treasurer's statement of receipts and expenditure for the 1~2-96 

to 
to thank the for the work done and rli~'"'"'~rno:~ 
to receive the of the Auditors for the 
to thank the ,... ... , .. nv•., for the work done and ni<=>,,..h.:., .. ..,.,. them; 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. to delete items 18 Translation) and 34 Church Order) from the Draft 

as 
6. approve the costs mentioned in Observation 3; 
7. to adopt the Draft Revised as amended 
8. to adopt the cost arrangement proposed Treasurer. 

ADOPTED 

Article 125 

Session the Executive presents a Draft Appointments paper: 

1. Publication of the Acts - the First Clerk 

2. Archives and Library of Synods ~ the Church of Mount Nasura 
Acts, Article 115 

3. Inspection of Archives and Library - the Church of Byford 
Acts, Article 115 

4. Treasurer of 
Acts, Article 

Ad. Hordyk with JG Versluis as alternate 

5. Auditors for Synod 
Acts, Article 124 

6. Deputies for Relations with Other Churches -

General Convener; Reverend C Bouwman 
General Secretary: Jl van Burgel 

• to take care of the central post office box, 
• to distribute the mail, 
• to act as recording clerk for the combined mo:~Qitir,n!t:. and 
• to acknowledge not to Deputies, and if 

necessary to pass it on to churches. 

6.1 Sister Churches - Canada, The Netherlands, Korea, South Africa 
Acts, Articles 68, 102, 81 

Reverend Bouwman 
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AMC 
HJ Dekker 
PO Posthuma 
GB Veenendaal 

Acts 

6.2 Other Churches (He~fol!meo) ~ Reformed Churches of New Zealand, Reformed 
Churches of Australia, Philip~1ine,s, in1dor,esia 

Acts, Articles 89, 78, 

Convener: Reverend W 
J Bosveld 
Reverend PKA DeBoer 
W Geurts 
Jlvan 
Reverend van Delden 
J van 

Alternate: SH 

Church of Eastern Australia, 
of Scotland 

Convener: 

Alternate: 

Reverend A Veldman 
J 
HOide 
ReverendJ 
Reverend W var·IUelr o.~a!Jl 
P Terpstra 

All Deputies will work under one umbrella. The various Depu1ies will do their own work and 
are for their own to The three will meet tnn.~~:~tt-u::.r 
as to inform and with each other work. 
present their final Report for interaction and the full ut:~~luL,,tjilll~ 
sending it to 

7. for the 

Convener: Reverend C Bouwman 

Alternate: 
A van Leeuwen 
Rli~chatrd} Heerema 

8. for the Nicene Creed ~ Reverend A Van Delden 
i 14 
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1 0. Deputies for the Civil Re·gis1tration of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia 
Acts, Article 1 09 

Convener. SC Fokkema 
S Herbert 

11. Deputies for the formation of Classes -the Church of Mount Nasura 
Acts, Article 95 

12. for 

13. Chassis Church: the next church in alohal:letiical order. 
Second-appeal Church: the preceding order. 

lt should be understood that if another church is instituted, it will take Its place in 
accordance with the alphabetical order in the table below: 

the Classls Church Is 

for Albany Armadale 
for Armadale 
for 
for Launceston 
for Launceston 
for Legana Mount Nasura 
for Mount Nasura 
for Rockingham 
for West Albany 

Launceston 

Mount Nasura 

14. Deputies for Church Visits- The ministers (convener: Reverend A \lo~:~lrlm~n\ 
Alternates - the convener may request the consistory of the church n,oi.r.hh•n• n·inn the 
one to be visited to appoint an experienced elder from its midst. 

15. Deputies for Articles 48 and 76 of the Church Order­
Acts Article 116 

Convener: Reverend PKA De Boar 
PO Posthuma 
Reverend A Veldman 

16. Deputies for Article 66 of the Church Order - the Church of Launceston 
Acts, Article 117 

17. Deputies for 
Acts, Article 1 00 

18. r.nnu.:>nir\n church for the next 

ADOPTED 
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Article 126 
Questions after 41 of the Church Order 

Session. 

Acts of 

resumes in 
chairman asks 

satisfaction of Synod. 
prescribed questions. All the churches answer the QU<~stilons to the 

Article 127 
Censure to Article 47 of the Church Order 
The chairman states that there is no need for censure. 

Article 128 
AD1DI'Cl1val of Press Release 

Articles to 132 of the Acts. 
is approved. 

Article 129 
Personal Questions 
No makes use of the nnrV\rl'llni·hJ 

Article 130 
Presentations 
The chairman expresses the apJ>re.~latlon 
and care the r.nr1v~,n1r1n 
vouchers red!ee1mable 

Article 131 
Address 

r.h~~irn,~n Rev C Bouwrnan speaks the foll!owina words: 

Dear brothers, the time is apl:>ro:acttlng that we put a close to 
we've laboured it was four weeks; the 
history of the Free of Australia. But 
to reflect with you on aspects of these four weeks. 

1998. For four weeks 
far, I'm afraid, in the 

we part ways, I would like 

71 



Acts of 

the service of the Lord and in understanding His wm for us. This is a 
grace that we ignore to our periL 

of God's 

in the of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia have 
too much unrest in relation to contacts with other churches. So 

the churches in could not find the way forward in relation 
Pre~stM:E:rian Church of Eastern we even left the international Conference 

RAfnnm11!!!rl "-'•IIUI\.illll!:J;:,i in order to preserve in our own churches. But the lord has 
that at this we could progress in contacts with the 

Presbyterian Church of Australia - and make that Sure, some 
of us would have preferred that we take three us considered one 
step justified, but we've settled for two such a decision could be made, 
together, represents a historic moment in the of our churches. the Lord bless, for 
mutual edification; may the Lord bless so that the will to work together under the 
of God's Word, as was evident at this translate into other positive 
within the bond of churches. This, I is the that flows from 
the goodwill and God has to us in our weeks A window of 
opportunity is now open before us, let us, please, in the wake of this 
monopolise on the momentum of the appreciation and the 
has granted so that we overcome the differences that have troubled, eg, the Una 

into the hearts and minds of us all is the sad reality 
inv'es1tia~lt& the to.:.,.,..-.;,nn<:! of one of our own - a brother in the Lord, a 

colleague in the office. That task was so difficult, so demanding, so all of us in 
cried in our hearts when the decision concerning our doctrinal 

to be made - we did not want to make the decision we knew was necessary. 
the Lord has granted, we made the decision it with so 

\MQ,J:llln"'lcc,~o,o:<\ in the firm conviction that is what the of the 
required of His office in these circumstances. So we learned anew how much we 
needed each other, we learned anew what we have in each other, we've tasted the 
value of the bond of churches. East and West: by God's we're so 
very far apart in our big land. East and West: by our own distance 
between us had developed into more than geographic alone. . But God has set us side by 
side again, and by means of experiences we'd hope never to face the Head of the 
Church has shown us that we need each other, that we love each that we 
together; East needs West as much as West needs East 

My brothers in the Lord, our ways part. You who remain in Launceston, and in Legana 
too, have so very much work to do as a result of decisions made this We want 
you to know, dear brothers in the Lord, that we in the West to do we can to 
support and to encourage you in the East as- you continue task that the Head of 
the Church has sovereignty laid on your shoulders. Be assured that we will for 
time and time again, in the churches and in the homes. Be assured that we 
whatever request for help you feel you need to make, and shall do our best to give the help 
you require to the best of our ability. Be assured also that we shall not the minister 
God has joined to this flock, nor his family; they too remain in our and in our 
prayers. 
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Let us all together ever remember -and remind each other of- the words God has set 
before us in the weeks of this I leave with you the last 
words we read the office bearer He~~ekiiah: 
" ... he did what good and true before the LORD his God. And in every work 
that he in the service of house of God, in the law and in the commandment, to 

he did it with all his heart. So he Chron 
and all Israel was is the 

for all us, each in our own place: seek God with all 
the Head of the Church has entrusted to us. Then the corlcm~aatiorts 
through our - because God is faithful. 

brothers, want also You entrusted me with 
and you can 

or not. I wish to compliment so nRtliAnt'ht 

inexperience. I word of spacial the 
on my left the weeks of know I was hard; the fact that a 
second serves as evidence! Thank you, brothers Kleyn, vanDelden, 
Eikelboom and Poppe for work you did in a rookie in the chair! 

Finally, a word of very spacial thanks needs to be extended to the members of the church 
in Launceston. To serve our needs so and then not once but twice- you very 
much have earned our respect and I brothers, that a round of 
CA;JI-''Cl' .. ~'V is certainly in place for all in the after us so very, very 

I realise well that a physical token of appreciation would be in for so many in the 

Article 132 

co11Sil~to1ry with a new wallclock for 
DeJ>u~r-chaimnan Rev A Van Deiden 

The vice-chairman Rev Van Delden, on behalf of 
chairman's capable leadership in 
asks those present to Hymn 40 : 1 , 

The chairman closes the twentieth of The Free Reformed Churches of Australia. 
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