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Acts of Synod

Tuesday, 2 June 1998
EVENING SESSION

Articie 1

Opening by the convening church

After a prayer service led by Reverend W Huizinga, Reverend FJ vaniHulst on behalf of the
convening church of Launceston, opens Synod 1998, asks those present to sing Psaim
53:1-5, reads from Scripture Isaiah 55, and leads in praysr. Me then speaks the following
opening address:

Dear brothers delegates!
it is a pleasure and a privilege for the church of Launceston to receive the delegates for
the biennial mesting of the Fres Reformed Churches in Australia.

Though the church of Launceston might not be the first Free Reformad Church instituted in
Australia, | am pretty sure that the city of Launcesion is one of the oldest cities of
Australia. This aftsrncon most of the delegates had a walk through the Gorge, a
monument of God's creation. He has shaped this natural treasurs many centuries ago
without any human involvement. 1t was all according to Hls divine plan. It was His
pleasure to make it the way we can still marve! at. : )
With regards {o the city itself, the piciure is somewhal different. The city has been
developed according to human planning over a period of about two centuries. So if you
have a watk through town, you will become aware that you walk in human history.

We at the end of the 20th century, are not the first people living and working here. Wa are
building on the shoulders of what previous generations have achieved. That doses not
mean that we have to copy what they did, or that we cannot go beyond what they
discovered. Life goes on. New ideas develop. New insights come !hrough and we can
make progress.

But by the same token, it is good for us to have a positive historical awarsness. Especially
immigrants who enter a country whera they are rather free to shape things according to
their own ideas, run the risk of thinking that they are the first ones to invent all kind of
things. They live in a New World, which they can shape in their own way. This situation
however, can be rather deceptive. You might be inclined to think that you have to find
solutions for brand new problems. While in actual fact the problems are not that new at
all. 1t is just that for the first tima you are confronted with them and have to find a sclution.

The point | want to make with this meditating on historical awareness, is that it helps to
develop a proper perspactive on old and venerable truths.

If there is one thing important in a maeting of churches, then it is that we go for the truth.
That we do not just plod along the way we assume to be right, but that we always seek the
truth. Isn't the church a pillar of truth? Should not the church be a city on a hili? A light
for peopie who live in darkness?

Well, there is only one way that we can abide with truth. That is by careful listening to the
Scriptures, under the constant prayer for the illumination of the Holy Spirit. Since on
Pentecost Jesus gave us the Holy Spint to lead us in the truth, we would do weli to allow
ourselves 1o be guided by Him. That is why | hope and pray that this Synod will be
characierised by a revarent atmosphere where we always try to iisten to the guidance of
the Holy Spirnit.
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In our prayer we prayed for strength to abide with God's Word as our only standard and
rute. For only then, our work can be to the glory of God's Name. Only then an
ecclesiastical assembly can be a blessing. Then a Synod can be a tool in the hands of the
Spirit who is concentrating on one thing: The promotion of the Kingdom of our gloricus
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

This prayer is necessary all the time for we have to realise that a Synod is a mesting of
people. Of people with limited understanding; people with different characters. Characters
that now and then might clash. Approaches can sometimes be so different that it causes
tension. That is the reality. And we would do well to be awars of that. That keeps us
humble.

Synod will have many open sessions where an audience is gquite welcome to sit in and
listen. Now and then Synod will have closed sessions. Mot open for anyone else than
official delegates. But however ciosed a Synod may try to make ifs sessions, it cannot
stop two observers from oulside to be there all the fime. They are even more than
observers. They will actively take part in the discussions. And even the most, strict
chairman can't siop them. For thase other guests will make themselves invisible.

You might wonder by now, which two observers from outside Launceston has invited o
come at the Synod. Now actually we only invited one of the observers | am thinking of.
But we simply could not stop the other one from coming. The invited observer and
partaker is the Holy Spirit. We have prayed for his aciive involvement. And | am sure He
will be there. Since we have just celebrated Pentecost again, there is no doubt about the
Holy Spirit working in and through people.

The one, we as convening church have not invited but who, impaertinent as he is, invited
himself, is the devil. He brought sin with him, as his most destructive tool. And
unfortunately he works through people as well. He will be there all the time. So just
beware of him. Do not give him a foothoid. Keep the flesh at bay. Instead, think and act
spiritually. Keep in step with the Spirit. Be guided by Him all the tima.

Before | finish my spesch, | know that it is the privilege of the chosen chairman of Synod fo
thank the convening church for the excellent preparation of Synod. So | hope indead that
he will start his office with expressing his appreciation for all the work done by the
convening church. But do not praise me or the consistory of Launceston for our hard
work. We hardly put in any effort. The one who put in all the efforts, is Br John Everis and
his team.

| suspect the whole Everts' family has been suffering under Br John's efforis. For a few
months he thought Synod, he tatked Synod, he aven dreamt Synod, | fear.

Now his dream has become true. So on behalf of the convening church: Many, many
thanks John, for your efforts.

| declare the twentieth Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia officially
opened.

Let us sing Hymn 58



Article 2
Examination of Credentials

Acts of Synod

The chairman of the convening Church requests the brothers of the Church of Legana to
examine the delegates’ Credentials. Having completed this task, the brothers report that all
the Churches ara properly represented by their delegates, as follows:

the Church of
Armadale
Byford
Kelmscott
Launceston
Legana
Mount Nasura
Rockingham

West Albany

has delegated
Reverend A Veldman
Elder A A tHart
Reverend W Huizinga
Eider A Slobe (alternate)
Reverend W vanderJagt
Eider GJ Bosveld
Reverend C Bouwman
Elder J Bruning
Reverend FJ vanHulst
Eider CW Mulder
Reverend C Klayn

Elder JJ Hidding
Reverend PKA deBoer
Eider J Eikelboom
Reverend A vanDelden
Elder J Postraus
Revarend J Poppe
Elder A Mulder

The churchas of Armadals, Byford, Launceston, Legana and Mount Nasura provided their

delegates with an Instruction.

Article 3
Election of officers

The following officers are elacted:

Chairman
Vice Chairman
First Clerk
Second Clerk

Article 4
Constitution of Synod

Reverend C Bouwman
Reverend C Kieyn
Elder J Eikelboom
Reverend J Poppe

The chairman declares Synod duly constituted and thanks the convening church of
Launceston for its contribution to the arrangements for this Synod.

Article &
Adjournment

The chairman asks those present (o sing Psalm 4:3. Reverend Kleyn then leads in closing
prayer, and the chairman adjourns Synod,
3
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Wednesday, 3 June 1998

Article &

Reopening

The chairman re-opens Synod, asks those present to sing Psalm 25: 2 and 4, reads from
Scripture 2 Chronicles 12, and ieads in prayer. Roll call shows that all delegates are
present.

Article 7
Time Schedules, Homepage on Internet
Synod adopts the following time scheduls;

Mondays to Fridays 9 am to 12 noon
1.30 pm 10 4.30 pm
7.30 pm to 8.30 pm

A proposal from the exscutive to place the Acls of Synod also on the Intemet is adopted,
an the proviso that matters of personal nature are excluded.

Ajso, any decision reiating to other churches will not be uploaded untit after these
churches have been informed.

Article 8

Agreement with the Thres Forms of Unity

Before asking the delegates to rise to show their agreement with the Three Forms of Unity,
the chairman announces that the five Instructions brought to Synod (see Arficle 2} ail
relate to this ceremony. These Instructions will be distributed to delegates after the rising
ceremony, for their perusal. The chairman then asks dslegates to rise to indicate their
agreement with the Three Forms of Unity.

Ali delegates tise.

Article 8

Adjournment

After the first clerk has distributed ths five Instructions from the churches, (see Arlicle 8)
the chairman adjourns Synod to allow delegates to examine the material.

Article 10

instructions from the Churches (refer Articles 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 88, 105,
122}

The chairman re-opens Synod at 10.30 am, Synod goes in Closed Session to consider the
Instructions received from the churches of Armadale, Byford, Launcesion, Legana and
Mount Nasura.

Towards the end of ths aftemoon a Committes is appointed with the mandate fo formulate
a proposal that deals with the situation.

Article 11

Adjournment

Elder GJ Bosveld asks Synod to sing Psalm 56:4. He then leads in closing praver. The
chairman adjourns Synod.

4
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Thursday, 4 June 1998
MORRNING AND AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Article 12

Re-opening

The chairman asks Synod to sing Psalm 62 : 1 and 3, reads from Scripiure 2 Chronicles
13, and leads in praver. All delegates are present.

Synod continues in Closed Session.

Articlie 13

instructions from the Churches (refer Ardicles 10, 17, 24, 28, 33,.58, 64, 74, 98, 105,
122 . _

The Committes appointed in Article 10 presents its proposal. After amendment it is voted
upon.

Matorial:

1. The church of Byford, in an instruction, raises concerns about the confessional
integrity of Rev F vanHulst. This church proposes that Synod request a further
explanation of his views, and if these are not in agreemsnt with the Three Forms of
Unity not to admit him as delegats to Synod.

2. The church of Aymadale proposes that the Question Period after Anticle 41 of the
Church Order be moved up to point 6 of the Agenda, and that it be used to ask Rev F
vanHulst for a furthar explanation of his sentiments regarding belisfs and practices in
order to preserve uniformity.

3. The church of Mount Nasura questions the infegrity of Rev F vanHuist regarding his
position and writings about reformed education, conversion, regeneration, the law,
forgiveness from sing, relations with other churches, mixed courtship, marriage and
celebrating the Lord’s supper elsewhers.

4. The church of Launceston responds to the Instruction of Mount Nasura, and objects
that this matter has not found its way to Synod in a Christian manner, and shouid
therefore not be dealt with, It uses Articles 30 and 80 of the Church Order as
grounds.

5. The church of Legana requests “Synod’s judgement and help with regard to the
doctrinal issues which are causing great confusion and division in the Legana
congregation.” Legana has been in discussion with Rev FJ vanHulst on particular
points, and iables 14 pages of Rev FJ vanHulst's answers fo their questions (Agenda

item 8.22).

Dacisions: )

1. Synod has some understanding for the complaint in Launcestor’s Instruction, that the
complainants would have done better to approach Rev FJ vanHulst and/or his
consistory with their concems about Rev FJ vanMulst's teaching and conduct.
However, an opportunity exists at Synod to question delegates on the basls of the
Form of Subscription for Ministers, and thersfore the objections raised in
Launceston’s instructions do not apply.

2. Launceston's argurnent that charges relating to confessional integrity form a new
maiter which needs 1o be rasolved in the minor assembly (Article 30 of the Church

5
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Order) is not correct. Neither is Launceston's assertion that by questionir
delegate Synod is lording it over this church (Article 80 of the Church Order).
While Rev FJ vanHulst's confessional integrity is being questioned, Synod s
include Rev FJ vanHulst in Committee work, nor should Synod meet in
session to deal with items on the Agenda. : %
Synod asks Rev FJ vanHulst to provide a “further explanation® of his o
regarding those parts of doctrine brought forward by the churches;
Synod appoints a Committee with the mandate to:
a) collect the material in the submissions from the churches; :
b) consult with the delegates of the churches who sent these submissions to
ensure that their concems are received and properly formulated; :
c) lay these concemns before Rev FJ vanHulst for reply;
d) evaluate the reply;
e) report to Synod, together with a proposed course of action &
In carrying out its mandate, the committee may, if necessary, seek the advice of
professors from the Theological Colleges of our sister churches.

Grounds:

1.

®

Since within the bond of churches we are our brother's keeper, it would have been
fitting to approach Rev FJ vanHulst and/or his consistory about his teaching first of
all.

The churches have agreed that in their Synods all delegates rise to express
agreement with the three Forms of Unity. For this to be of any value, the delegates,
on good grounds, may question the rising of delegates.

In its Form of Subscription for Ministers the churches agree that a Consistory, Classis
or Synod, upon sufficient grounds, may question a minister of the Word regarding his
confessional integrity. The Church Order does not specify how or when questioning
with regard to confessional integrity should occur.

The matters listed in Materials above are of a public nature.

Via Instructions, the churches at Armadale, Byford and Mount Nasura have requested
that a “further explanation” be provided on the basis of the Subscription Form.

When a Consistory is investigating a charge against a congregation member,
Consistory withholds that member from the table of the Lord for that one occasion —
not as a judgement on the member in question, but rather to provide room for
investigation. In like manner, as long as an investigation is under way regarding Rev
FJ vanHulst's confessional integrity, no judgement is made about the brother, and yet
it is wiser that he does not participate in Synod’s decision-making processes.

The submissions from Byford and Legana contain “sufficient grounds” to warrant a
“further explanation”.

By requesting Rev FJ vanHulst to give a “further explanation” of his sentiments,

Synod is equipping itself to give Legana the requested assistance.

ADOPTED

Article 14
Adjournment :
The chairman adjourns Synod to 7.30 pm
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Thursday, 4 June 1998
EVENING SESSION

Article 15

Re-opening

The chairman re-opens Synod at 7.30 pm and asks the brof :

Synod continues to meet in Closed Sagsimon. s slng.Psalm s

Article 16

Adoption of Acts

Articles 1 to 9 of the Acts are adopted. Synod decides to write Acts of Closed Sessions
only for the purpose of recording confidential matters.

Article 17

Publication of the Decision made In Article 13 (refer Articles 10, 13, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64,
74, 98, 105, 122)

A proposal moved and duly seconded is tabled as follows:

Declsion:
To put the decision regarding the Instructions from the churches in the public Acts.

Grounds:
1. The matters dealt with in the Instructions refer to public statements and actions of

Rev FJ vanHulst;
2. The churches have a right to know how Synod dealt with these public statements and

actions.
ADOPTED

Article 18
Adoption of Agenda

The Draft Agenda, to which two items of correspondence are added, is tabled:

Opening by the convening church

Examination of credentials

Election of officers

Constitution of Synod

Delegates' agreement with the Three Forms of Unity
Adoption of Agenda

Adoption of meeting procedure

Incoming correspondence from: 3 :
8.1 the Church of West Albany, appealing Article 95 of Acts 1996

8.2 the Church of Albany, regarding Article 95 of Acts 1996

8.3 the Church of Launceston, on Rules for Synods (Voting)

8.4 the Church of Launceston, on Annual Conferences

8.5 the Church of Launceston, on Women's Voting

8.6 Reverend G van Rongen, requesting permission to use Synod Acts

BNOO AN
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8.7 tha Church of Byford, regarding daily re-opening of Synod

8.8 the Church of Kelmscott, regarding RC Janssen’s axamination request

8.9 the Church of Kelmscott, regarding the Report of Deputies for Presbylerian
Churches

8.10 the Church of Kelmscott, regarding the proposal on Women's Voting

8.11 the Church of Legana, requesting pulpit supply

8.12 J Dijkstra, appealing a Classis-church decision

8.13 the Church of Byford, regarding Asticle 95 of dcis 1996

8.14 the Church of Byford, regarding the Church of Launcestor's contact with
the Reformed Church of Launceston

8.15 the Church of Mount Nasura, regarding Church relations

8.16 the Church of Mount Nasura, regarding Rules for Synods (proposals)

8.17 the church of Mount Nasura, proposing an Instruction to Deputies for
relations with the Canadian Reformed Churches

8.18 the Church of Mount Nasura, appealing Article 82 of Acls 1896

8.18 the Church of Mount Nasura, regarding Rules for Synods (chairman)

8.20 the Church of West Albany, regarding the formation of Classes

8.21 the Church of West Albany, regarding Lanka Reformed Church

8.22 the Church of Legana, requesting advice regarding Rev FJ vaniuist

8.23 the Church of Legana, requesting inclusion of Rev FJ vanHulst's book as
an appendix to Agenda item 8.22

8.24 Geneva Free Reformed church (New Zealand)

9. Instructions from the churches of Amadale, Byford, Launceston, Legana and Mount
Nasura
10.- Reports by Classis Churches
11. Deputies Reports:
11.1  Archives and Library of Synods
11.2  Inspection of the Archives and Library of Synods
11.3  Synod Treasurer Report
11.3.1 Draft Budget for 1398 Synod
114 Audit Report for Synod Treasurer's books
11.5  Relations with other Churches
11.5.1 General Secretary’s Report
11.5.2 Sister Churches
11.5.2.1 Vrije Gareformesrde Kerke in Suid Afrika
11.5.2.2 the Presbyterian Church in Korsa
11.5.2.3 Canadian Reformed Churches
11.5.2.4 Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
11.5.2.5 Supplementary Report (Vrije Gereformearde Kerke in Suid
Afrika)
11.5.3 Prasbylterian Churches
11.5.4 Gther Churches {Reformed)
11.5.4.1 Indonesian Churches (Gersja-gereja Faformasi Indonesia
and Gereja-gereja Masehi Musyafir)
11.5.4.2 Reformed Churches of New Zealand
11.5.4.3 Geneva Free Reformed Church
11.5.4.4 Reformed Churches of Australia
11.5.4.5 Free Reformed Churches of the Philippines
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11.5.5 Supplemantary Reports
11.5.5.1 Indonesian Reformed Churches (Gere;a-gere;a Reformasi
indonesiay)
11.5.5.2 Reformed Churches of New Zealand
11.5.5.3 Reformed Churches of Austraha
11.6 Training for the Ministry
11.7 Wicene Creed
11.8 Puipit Exchange
11.9 Civil Registration of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia
11.10 Revision of the Rules and Procedures of Synod
11.11 Formation of Classes
11.12 Ecclesiastical documents, and Rules for Church Visitation
11.13 Church Visitation Reports
11.14 Articles 48 and 76 of the Church QOrder
11.15 Article 66 of the Church Order
11.16 Audit Report for the booke of Deputies for Training for the Ministry
12, Audit Report for Synod Treasurers books (see aiso item 11.4)
13 Calculation of the Churches’ share of Synod costs
14.  Appointment of Deputies
15.  Appointment of convening church, and place and time of next Synod
16.  Questions after Article 41 of the Church Order
17. Personal questions
18.  Adoption of Acts
18.  Adoption of Press Release
20.  Censure after Article 47 of the Church Order
21,  Closing of Synod

ADOPTED

Article 19
Cominittee Division and Tasks
The Executive proposes the following Committees to prepare Synod's business:

Commitiee 1
Members:
J Bruning, W Huizinga®, A vanDelden, A Veldman

ltems & Agenda numbers:
Synod’s decision recorded in Arficle 13 of these Acfs.

Committee 2
Members:
J Eikelboom, C Kleyn, C Mulder, A Siobe, W vanderdagt’,

ftems & Agenda numbers:
Appeal against Article 89 of 1996 8.18
Archives & Library: 11.1, 2
Churches Abroad: General: 11.5.1, 8.21
Deputies for Article 66 of the Church Order: 11.15
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Ecclesiastical Documents & Rules for Church Visitation: 11.12
Nicene Creed: 11.7

Rules for Synods: 11.10; 8.3, 7, 16, 19

Sister Churches: 11.5.2; 8.17

Treasurer's Report: 11.3, 11.4; 12; 13

Women's Voting: 8.5, 10

indonesian Churches: 11.54.1, 5; 11.5.5.1

Convening Church: 15

Commiftiee 3
Members:
GdJ Bosveld, P deBoer~, J Hidding, A 'tHart,

ltems & Agenda numbers:
Appeals and Correspondance, Acls 1998 Article 95: 8.1, 2, 13
Civil Registration: 11.8
Classis formation: 11.11; 8.4, 20
Deputies for Church Order Articles 48 and 76: 11,14
Presbyterian Churches: 11.5.3; 8.9
Pulpit Exchange: 11.8; 8.11
Request Rev G vanRongan: 8.6
Request RC Janssen: 8.8
Training for the Ministry: 11.6, 16
Reformed Churches of Australia: 11.5.4.4; 11.55.3

Committee 4
Members:
C Bouwman”, A Mulder, J Poppe, J Postmus

ltems & Agenda numbers:
Appeal J Dykstra: 8.12
Mount Nasura's overiure regarding Church Relations: 8.15
Reformed Churches: 11.5.4.2, 3; 11.5.5.2; 8.24

MNote: * denotes convener
ADOPTED

Article 20

Letters of greeting

Synod goes into Open Session. The chairman reads letters of greeting from (1) the
Presbyterian Church in Korea, and (2) the Presbylerian Church of Eastern Australia. He
also passes on oral greetings and well wishes from the 1988 Synod of the Canadian
Reformed Churches, which he attended as a delegate from our bond of churches.

Articie 21

Adjournment

Elder J Bruning asks the brothers to sing Psalm 127:1, following which he leads in closing
prayer. The chairman adjourns Synod.

10
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Friday, 5 June 1998 — Thursday, 11 June 1998

Article 22

Opening and Closing Sessions and Commities work

Note: Synod work on these days was conducted mainly in Committees during the
scheduled time periods. Activities in the plenary sessions were limited o re-opening
Synod every moming with singing, Bible reading and prayer; and adjourning Synod at the
end of the day after singing and prayer; with occasional house-keeping work such as
Adoption of Acts, and making announcements.

Synod is re-opengd on 5§ June with the singing of Psalm 22:2. The chairman reads 2
Chronicles 14, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present with the exception of Rev F
vanHulst who gave notice that he would not be in attendance. . The day is closed by Rev
De Boer who asks Synod to sing Psalm 86:4 and leads in closing prayer. ..

Syned is re-opened on & June with the singing of Psalm 33:6. The chairman reads 2
Chronicles 15 and leads in praysr. All delegates are presant with the exception of Rev F
vanHulst who gave notice that he would be in attendance only for the adjournment
session. The day is closed at 12 noon by elder J Eikelboom who asks Synod to sing
Psalm 119:5 and leads in closing prayer. In the adjournment session Synod adopts
Articles 10 to 21 of the Acfs.

Synod is re-opensd on B Juns with the singing of Psalm 33:5. The chairman reads 2
Chronicles 16, and leads in prayer in which he remembers the Queen's birthday. All
delegates are present with the exception of Rev F vanHulst who gave notice that he would
not be in attendance. The day is closed by slder J Hidding who asks Synod 1o sing Psalm
27:6 and leads in closing prayer. In the closing session Commities 1 presents a progress
Report.

Synod is re-opened on 8 June with the singing of Psalm 147:5,6. The chairman reads 2
Chronicles 17, and lsads in prayer. All delegates are present with the exception of elder J
Hidding and Rev F vanHulst who gave notice that they would not be in attendance. The
day is closed by Rev W Huizinga who asks Synod to sing Psalm 138:3, 4 and lsads in
closing prayer.

Synod is re-opened on 10 June with the singing of Psalm 91:3,4. The chairman reads 2
Chronicles 18, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present. The day is closed by Rev C
Kleyn who asks Synod to sing Psaim 111:1, 2 and leads in closing prayer.

Synod is re-opened on 11 June with the singing of Psalim 13%:12, 13. The chairman reads
2 Chronicles 19, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present with the exception of Rev
F vantulst who gave notice that ha would not be in aftendance. The day is closed by
elder A Mulder who asks Synod o sing Psalm 27:2 and leads in closing prayer.
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Friday, 12 June 1998

Article 23

Re-opening

Synod is re-opened with the singing of Psalm 25:7, 10. The chairman reads 2 Chronicles
20, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present with the exception of Rev FJ vanHuist,
who gave notice that he would not be in aftendance. The chairman reads out the
greetings part of a lefter received from the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland.

Article 24

instructions from the churches  (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 105,
122)

Syned decides to go into Closed Session. Synod decides that office bearers from the
local churches may atiend the Closed Sessions that deal with this Agenda item. The
meeting is adjourned for 10 minutes to allow elder C Mulder to ring around to inform these
office bearers accordingly. A number of office bearsrs aftend Synod for the rest of the
day.

Article 25

Adjournment

The chairman asks Rev Veldman to close. After Synod has sung Psalm 25:2 Rev
Veldman feads in prayer, and the chairman adjourns Synod.

Saturday, 13 June 1948

Article 26

Re-opening

Synod is re-opened with the singing of Psaim 1. The chairman reads 2 Chronicles 21 and
leads in prayer. All delegates are present with the exception of Rev FJ vanHulst, who
gave nofice that he would not be in attendance. Synod continues to meet in Closed
Session. A number of office bearers from the local churchas are in attendance.

Article 27
Adoption of Acts
Synod adopts Articles 22 to 25.

Article 28
instructions from the churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98, 105,
122)

Commitiee 1 presents its Report as follows:
EVALUATION OF REV FJ VANHULST'S TEACHINGS

Note: Whersver this Evaluation shows “p. _, Legana)’ this is referancs iv the docurnent
submitted to Synod by the church of Legana (see Articls 13, Maierigl, point 5)
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Regarding regeneration and convarsion:

i. Rev FJ vanHulst teaches that there are two faiths, both of which are real, viz., historical
faith and true faith. Both are worked by the Holy Spint. ‘Historical faith' is a work of the
Holy Spirit through ‘preparatory grace,' (p.9 Legana) which work is common both to the
elect and the reprobate and is resistible (superabilis). 'Historical faith' is not sufficient for
salvation. He defines 'historical faith’ in this way: “you accept the Bible as God's Word
and also the doctrine of the church with your heart and mind, but your heart is not
regenerated yet” {p.3 Legana). Tiue faith, as defined in Lord’s Day 7, is also the work of
the Holy Spirit through saving grace, which work is restricted to the elect only and is
irresistible (insuperabilis).

Committee 1 makes the following evaluation:

By speaking of ‘'historical faith’ as the result of 'preparatory grace,’ Rev FJ vanHulst
regards ‘historical faith’ as a stepping stone ({for some) towards true faith. Nowhere in
Scripture or confession do we read of such a ‘preparatory grace' apart from the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit who prepares us for reformation. “Without the grace of
the regenerating Holy Spint [men] ..nsither will nor can retum to God, reform their
depraved nature, or prepare themselves for iis reformation®. (Canons HI/IV,3; cf Tit 3:5).
Inasmuch as this ‘preparatory work' of the Holy Spirit is a part of man's regeneration, it is
invincible.

Although Rev FJ vanHulst refers to the parable of the sesd (Mt 13) which speaks about
“those who believe for a time” (Canons, HIIAV,9; RE V,7) the parable itself doas not show
this "believing for a ime® as a stepping stone towards true faith. Rather, it shows that this
‘faith' is choked so that it fails to produce the fruit of faith. [tis not in line with Scripture and
confession o speak, then, of a 'preparatory grace' that produces ‘historical faith' and
prepares a person to make the step o saving faith.

B. Rev FJ vanHulst distinguishes conversion from regeneration, and restricts conversion
to the “personal reaction of man to his regeneration® or the “expensnce” (p. 2 Legana)
whereby ‘people are very much aware of this most exciting change in their heart” (p. 2
l.egana), ‘being mada certain of your personal election io salvation® (p. 4 Legana).

Commitiee 1 makes the following evaluation:

By speaking in this way, Rev FJ vanHulst restricts conversion to man's personal reaction
or experience to God's work, This is contrary to our confessions which speak of
conversion, not as the reaction of man to his regeneration, but as the regenerating work of
God itself. This is clear from Canons of Dort, 1AV, 12 which reads: *This conversion is
the regeneration, the new creation, the raising from the dead, the making alive, so highly
spoken of in the Scriptures, which God works in us without us.”

. Rev FJ vanHulst has this order of salvation: ‘repeniance (combined with believing the
promise of forgivenass of sin); then rageneration by the Spirit; then conversion (in the
narrow sense), then renewal of life” (also called ‘sanctification’).

Committes 1 makes the following evaluation:
It is contrary to our confessions to speak of repentance and faith as ‘aftitudes’' or 'pre-
conditions' to conversion, Rather, conversion or reganeration is the source of such good
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works as faith and repentance. Lord's Day 33 of the Heidelberg Catechism unites
repentance and conversion. In the Canons of Dort, Hi/IV, 12 we confess the same. As a
resuit of the regenerating work of the Spirit, "man himssif is righlly said to believe and
repent through the grace he has recsived.” In the same article we confaess that “aif those
in whose hearts God works in this amazing way are ...regensrated and do belisve.”

V. Rev FJ vanHulst teaches that a man must display certain afiiiudes or meet certain
‘pre-conditions’ before he is regenerated or converted, such as being prepared to iisten;
humbling oneself to the point of detesting onesslf (repentance) because of one's sin and
sinfulness (p. 3 Legana}; confassing one’s total depravity (p. 5 Legana); ridding onsself of
the idea (legalism) that one must do certain things in order to be acceptable to God (p. 3
Leganay); being preparad to give away your life for Christ, denying yourself, taking up your
cross. - He also teaches that a lack of faith is a hindrance to conversion {p. 3 Legana). “If
you refuse fo repent and befieve you will not be converfed”. He statas that these attitudes
or '‘pre-conditions' are the work of the Holy Spirit, but are not a part of the Spirit's work of
regeneration or conversion.

Commnities 1 makes the following evaluation:

This goes contrary to our confessions, which regard these attitudes as fruits of conversion,
and not as ‘pre-conditions' to convarsion. In LD 3 of the Heidelberg Catechism, we
confass that we are "iolally unable to do any good and inclined fo all evil ...unless we are
regenerated by the Spint of God." in the Canons of Dor, HII/V, 12 we confess "This
conversion is the regensration, the raising from the dead, the making alive..." This
conversion becomes the source of those good works as described by Rev FJ vanHuist (cf.
Canons of Dort 4V, 11 where we confess that the regenerating Spirit “makes the will,
which was dead, alive ...s0 moves and strengthens [the will] so thal, like a good tree, it
may be ablg o produce the fruit of good works®. Only those who have been converted or
regenerated by the Holy Spirit can display the good fruits of hiumility, contrition and
repentance, readiness o give away one's life for Christ, denying oneself, and taking up
oneg's cross.

V. Rev FJ vanHulst was first of the opinion that children of believers are not "in Christ”®
nor in the kingdom of God, nor are they members of the Holy Catholic Church. As a result
of our questicns regarding statements in our confessions and forms, he has modified his
view on this matter, and is now of the opinion that "someone who is engrafted info the
church by baptism enters the body of Christ. He is a part of the bride of Christ. He is in
the temple of the Holy Spirit" However, he qualifies this by saying that *ihis speaking is
comparable with what we call the ‘sacramental way of spsaking.’...Only when you accept
this promise with true faith (your justification) are you engrafied into Christ, into his real
body {Lord’s Day 7). If there is in church marmbers no responss of faith, which shows in
the fruits, then there can come a moment that they are cut off from the body of Christ
That is also a sacramental way of saying. For they were never in the real body of Chrst,
though they enjoyed all the benefits from it.”

Commities 1 malees the following svaiuation:

Rev FJ vanHulst endeavours to instil in the youth of the church an awareness of the need
to respond to the promisas in the covenant in order to appropriate what God has promised
them. He does so, howsever, at the cost of denying what the children already have in
Christ. Concerning the children, Christ said, "Theirs is the kingdom® (Mark 10:14). Our
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confessions state clearly that children belong to "God's congregation. Thersfore by
baptism...they must be grafted into the Christian church...* (Lord's Day 27). In Article 34
we confess: "By baptism we are received into the church of God'. In the Form for Baptism
we read: "Do you confess that our children...are sanctified in Chiist and thus as members
of His church ought to be baptised?*

To interpret these statements, as a “sacramental way of speaking® is to deny the reality of
what they say, and is itself contradictory inasmuch as the sacraments speak in the way
that they do in order to assure us of the reality of what is signified. in the Form for Baptism,
we read: 'Just as they share in the condsmnation of Adam, so are they, without their
knowledge, received into grace in Christ." Just as their condemnation is & present reality,
s0 their reception info grace in Christ is a presant reality. In the prayer cf thanksgiving in
the Form for Baptism wae pray: "Thou hast forgiven us and our children all our sins through
the blood of Christ.” .

Vi. Rev FJ vanHulst endeavours to avoid placing guilt on God for the condemnation of
peaple who refuse to believe. He goes so far as to teach that reprobation is determined by
man's disobedience. "In not belisving you are responsible for your own reprobation.

.. Your reprobation Is not caused by [God's] etemnal re;ecnon of your, but by your own
disobedlence to Him.® .

Committee 1 makes the following evaluation:

The decree of reprobation is described in the Canons of Dort (1, 15) as consisting of two
parts: firstly, the decree fo leave some in the common misery into which they have plunged
themselves; and secondly, the decree to condemn and punish them etermally on account
of their unbelief and sins.

To state simply that God's eternal decree of reprobation is based upon the actions of men,
rather than in the good pleasure of God, contradicts what we confess in the Canons of
Dort {1, 15): “Outf of His most free, most jusi, blameless, and unchangeable good pleasure
God has decresd to leave them in the misery into which they have by their own fault
plungsd themselves, and not to give them saving faith and the grace of conversion,” The
apostle Paul writes in Romans 9:11-13 “ffor tha children not yst being bom, nor_having
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of
works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, 'The older shall serve the younger.' As it is
writien, Jacob | have loved, but Esau | have hated.!

The Arminians taught (Canons of Dort, RE 1,8): "God did not simply by an act of His
righteous will decide to leave any person in the common siate of sin and condemrniation
since his fall in Adam, nor did He decide to pass by any one in granting such grace as is
necessary for faith and conversior?. To this the fathers of Dort responded: “Scripture,
however, siates, He has mercy upon whomever He wills, and He hardens the heart of
whomever He wills’ Romans 9:18. It aiso declares To you has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given’ Mt 13:11. Likewise, 1
thank Thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hidden these things from the
wise and understanding, and revealed them lo babes; yea, Father, for such was Thy
gracious will'. Mt 11:25,26.”

Vil. In relation to the administration of church discipline, Rev FJ vanHulst regards church
discipline as a medicine, which can have no sffect upon hearts that have not been made
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alive. Therefore he does not ragard the discipline of baptised members as proper. in
cases where a baptised member is a "noforicus sinner” he would see room for a pubiic
chastisernent, if the member is a source of defiloment for other church members. But this
does not require the consistory “io go all the way of church regulations for church
discipline.” :
In the same vein, he does not regard church discipline as a medicine for those membars
“who have made profession of faith, but who are-not converted. In this context, he writas,
"The discipline cannot work as a medicineg in unconverted people.... But in general our
discipline approach should be focusing rather on bringing the gospel of grace and the
message of God's love in a personal form, than be considered as applying medicine to a
heart (which was never alive in the first place.)"

Commiittee 1 makes the following evaluation:

Church discipline is a means of grace that God uses in the conversion and regeneration of
His peopie. We confess in the Canons of Do, WAV, 17: “.the aforementioned
supematural working of God whergby He reqenerates us, in no way excludes or cancels
the use of the gospel, which the most wise God has ordained to be the seed of
regeneration and the food of the soul. For this reason the aposties and the teachers who
succeeded them, reverently instrucitad the people conceming this grace of God, 1o his
glory and to the abasement of all pride. In the meaniims, however, they did niot neglect to
keep them, by the holy admonitions of the gospel, under the administration of the Word,
the sacramenis, and discipline. So today those who live or recaive instruction in the
church should not dare to tempt God by separating what He in His good pleasure has
willed 1o be closely joined togsther.”

Neither Scripture nor confession discriminates between church members with respact to
church discipline, Church discipline is to be exercised upon our "brothers® in tha {aith, and
upon *anyone” who does not obey the Word (¢f. 2 Thes 3:14). Furthermore, it is virtually
impossible to tell at any given moment whether a parson is converted or not, for only God
is able o know the heart.

Since discipline is a means by which God regenerates us, Rev FJ vanHulst is not correct
when he seriously limits the use of church discipline to those who are converied.

Ecciesislogy:

1. Rev FJ vanHulst believes thera is a definite connection between regeneration and the
doctrine of the church. The holy, Catholic Church is a holy congregation and assembly of
the true Christian believers who are washed in Christ's blood and sealed by the Spirit.
According to Rev. F.J. vanHulst all and only regenerated persons, by their regeneration,
are grafted into the holy, Catholic Church. This holy, Catholic Church cannot be identified
with the local trie churchss, though the latter refiect the atiributes of the holy, Catholic
Church. Belonging to this haly church is a spiritual matter. Thase true believers must then
also seek visible unity with other true balievers. Art 28 makes clear the duty to join such a
visible church. In this respect, one needs fo apply the marks of the true church fo
ascertain that ons joins a trus church. Thus the principls order of arts.27-28 is: come 1o
faith by rebirth and thus belong to the holy, Catholic Church; and then join a true, visible,
local church. He thus believes that art 27 speaks about the holy, Catholic Church while
arts 28-29 speaks of the visible, local church.
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Commitles 1 makes the following evaluation:

In showing the connaction between regeneration and the doctrine about the church, Rev
FJ vanHulst goes against Scripture and confession, when hs makes a sharp delineation
between the church as confessed in Asticle 27 (the real body of Christ or the holy, catholic
church, according to him) from the church of Articles 28,29 {true churches which are local
manifestations of the real body, according to him).

While Article 27 gives an overview of the "one, catholic or universal church,” in Article 28
the norms for belisver (to join the church, to maintain the unity of the church, to submit to
the instruction and discipline of the church, to bend their necks under the yoke of Christ,
and 10 serve the edification of the brotherhood) are given. These are not two chuiches,
but one church. To join the assembly of true beliavers is to join the one, holy, catholic and
Christian church. To contrast the church of Article 27 from the church of Article 28,29
would lead to a nebulous concept of the holy, catholic church of all the ragenerated and
the elect, a church which is contrasted with the true, local churches. (*This is borrowed
from the Acis of the 1986 General Synod of our Canadian sister churches, art.184).

2. Rev FJ vanHuist bslieves that a regenerated person can be a member of the holy,
Catholic Church without being a member of a true church, e.g. he stays in the Church of
Rome.

Committes 1 makes the following evaluation:

Rev FJ vantulst begins with the holy, Catholic Church, as do our confessions. Although
beginning with the one, Catholic Church (in the singular) can give us valuable lessons, yet
Rev FJ vanHulst goes against Scripture and the Confessions when he teaches that all
those who are regenerated are by their regenaration made members of the holy, catholic
church even if they are not members of a local true church.

a. Aricle 27 as an introductory article describes the church in general terms. 1t nowhere
states that everyone who is regenerated is already a member of the holy Catholic
Church even if the member is not a member of a trus, local church. This would make
the concept of the holy, Catholic Church into a nebulous term devoid of meaning,
since "Church® means an assembly which Jesus Christ gathers, defends and
preserves, and which can ba discemed by means of thres marks, i.e. the preaching
of the pure Word, the administration of the sacraments and the exercise of discipiine.
Article 27, then, does not postulate a vague concept of a non-observable Catholic
Church, which is to be separated from local gatherings. When Article 27 speaks
about the holy, Catholic Church as a congregation and assembly of the true Christian
beliavers, this church is gathered locally by Christ - the word "ecclesia” indicates a
visible, assembly of believers and the term "congregation” defines a flock that is
called together by the voice of the Good Shepherd.

b. To state that everyone who is regenegrated is already a member of the holy catholic
church undermines the urgent call for all believers to join the true church wherever
God has establishad it, and it neglects the norms mentioned in Article 28. (*Much of
these fwo statements, ‘@’ and b, are quoted from Art.184, Acts of the 1986 General
Synod of cur Canadian sister churches).
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3. Though Rev FJ vanHuist believes that a regenerated person can belong fo the holy,
catholic church without belonging to a true, local church, he also believes that such a
person acts contrary to the ordinance of God, if he does not join a true church.

Commitiee 1 makes the following evaluation:

Rev FJ vanHulst does stress the need for regenerated persons 10 obey the calf of Christ to
join the true church. He also stresses that there is a need 1o ulilise the marks of the frue
church to ensure that one does join the trus church. Also, he with his consistory does
work hard for the visible unity of the church.

4. We observe the foliowing conceming ecumenical contacts:

a) Rev FJ vanHulst believes that the holy, catholic church is not confined or fimited
to one particular place or to certain persons but is spread and dispersed
throughout the entire world. Also, it is joined and united with heart and will, in one
and the same Spirit, by the power of faith. Where Rev FJ vanHulst sees this
onaness with other Christians or Christian Churches, he is willing to join them in
worship and in celebrating the Lord's supper.

b} Rev FJ vanHulst (with his consistory) endeavour, through God's blessing,
zealously to promote visible unity with these local churches, e.g. Reformed
Churches of Australia, in obedience to the Scriptural call for unity, of. Art.28, B.C.
The consistory of Launceston sees in certain local churches, specifically the local
Reformed Churches of Australia, the marks of the true church. If these contacts
are blessed by the Lord, then they see that the bond of churches would have o
be involved, since formal recognition is given only via the Synods.

c) As far as Hobart goss, the consistory presented the option of encouraging the
members there to attend the St John's Church of Hobart, since they considered it
to have the marks of a faithful church. Rev FJ vanHulst thus wanted to attend
this church in order to keep abreast with what is preached there. Since the
Lord's supper was being celebrated, he also participated. No Inguiries or
objections have been made by his consistory about this.

d) Two other practical issuss flow out of his view on the church. One concemns
Bible study. Rev FJ vanHulst (with his consistory), though not endorsing Bible
study for the senior youth with youth from the Reformed Churches of Australia
(invited as guests), would encourage it. The spiritual and pastoral concern for
the youth, and the views of parents, must be considered. Another practical issus
concerns marriage. As minister it is his concern that members marry only in the
Lord. Marrying a church member is not automatically marrying in the Lord. The
important point is not that someone is in the church but that he is in Christ.
Since there is a limited choice of marriage partners in the the Church of
Launceston, this is a matter of pastoral concem. Mixed marriages are
discouraged. In cases of courtships with a person from a non-sister church the
church question should be solved and decided on before marriags. He leaves
the choice of which church to join 1o the couple.

Committee 1 makes the following evaluation:

It is hard to escape the conclusion that membership in the holy, Catholic Church, in his
definition, is the more important of the two, and is the determining factor in one's approach
to contacts with other churches, in celebrating the Lord's Supper in a non-sister church, in
Bible study with others and in the matter of the choics of marriage partners.
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Regarding Forgiveness of Sins

Concerning the forgiveness of sins we observe the following:

a. In his sermons Rev FJ vanHulst does not distinguish, for example by having one

point for the converted and another point for the unconverted, between the converted
and unconveriad re the forgiveness of sins. He preaches to each and every believer
that God has really forgiven all their sins as often as they by true faith accept the
promise of the gospel. Instsad of emphasising the need to ask for the forgiveness of
sins he stresses the need to bslieve that thsir sins are forgiven on the basis of
Christ's sacrifice. By believing they are true believers, and thus they can claim the
benefit of Christ's redemption for them. He writes,
Christ has already laken the punishment for it. Those who belleve this, have
therefore a free conscience. The burden of sin is taken away from their conscience.
So thers is not so much reason to ask for forgiveness as there is reason o ask for
true faith to belisve the forgiveness of sins, so that you can lruly experience this
freedom of conscience and can rejoice in it.

b. Rev FJ vanHulst has a pastoral concem that some stress their sins and asking for
forgiveness without a real conviction that their sins are forgiven in the blood of Christ.
He writas,
The point ! try to make is that the forgiveness of sins is yours per promise. And it is
not the asking, or the sericusness, or the humility with which you ask, which makes
ihis forgiveness a reality...] have found in pastoral practice that many people think
that forgiveness of sins comes fo them in the way of daily asking for it...What
evaryone should do is: claim the forgiveness of sins in faith.

¢.  Rev FJ vanHulst thus does not stress dally prayer for forgiveness. He wiites, */
beliave the forgivensss of sins.' It does not say: | belisve thai ! can ask for
forgiveness of sins and that they then will be forgiven. No | befieve the forgiveness of
sin.” But he also says that the more strictly the law is preached to the converted “the
more eagerly they seek the forgiveness of sins.”

Cormmitiee 1 makes the following evaluation:

The Heidelberg Catechism in Lord’s Day 45 clearly states "God wil give His grace and
Holy Spirit only to those who constantly and with a hearifelt longing ask Him for these gifts
and thank Him for them.® This reference to God's grace includes the forgiveness of sins.
The Lord taught his disciples to pray, "And forgive us our debis, as we also have forgiven
our debtors.” In the Sermon on the Mount He Yeaches, "Ask and it will be given, seek and
you will find, knock and it will be opened to you .” (Mt 7:7).

Although it is indead true that on the basis of Christ's perfect sacrifice we may claim the
forgiveness of sing in true faith, it is contrary to Scripture and the confessions that we no
longer have 1o ask for the forgiveness of sins. in the parabie of the predigal son the father
embraced his son before he had even spoken one word, yet this did not mean that the son
could simply claim forgiveness. He still had to ask for it. The texts in the paragraph above
clearly show this. Reference could also be made to Psalm 51, where David, the man after
God's own heari, asks for forgivenass of sins, and even pleads, “Wash me thoroughly from
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my Iniquity and cleanse ma from sin ... Purge me with hyssop... wash ms..." (vss. 2 and 7).
Giod wants to be asked.

Rev.FJ vanHulst speaks about appropriating the forgiveness of sins through faith, a
forgiveness, which we already have in Christ. Yet this approptiation takes place through
asking, and not because of asking. Faith is expressed in the asking.

Rev. FJ vanHulst seems to contradict himself. On the one hand he says there is not so
much reason for asking for forgiveneass,” whilst on the other hand in his {eachings about
the law (with reference to Lord's Day 44 Heidelberg Catechism) he stales, "the more
strictly the law is preached to the converted, the more eagerly they seek the forgiveness of
sins." Yet he defines "seeking forgiveness® as "claiming forgiveness”™. However, in
Scripture "to seek” is to ask, 6.g. "seek and you will find® being a parallel for "ask and it will
be given (Mt 7:7)." In this matter Rev FJ vanHuist is thus not in line with Scripture and our
confessions.

Rev. FJ vanHulst rightly stresses the need 1o believs the forgiveness of sins. However, his
fight against the danger that people consider thelr asking or their seriousness ¢ be the
basis for forgivensss, leaves room for the danger that people ne longer worry about thsir
sins, since in Christ they have already been forgiven anyway.

The following proposals are tabled:

Decision 1:

having seen the Report of Commities 1, Synod judges that this Report has shown that Rev
FJ vanHulst's teachings on regeneration and convarsion, the church, and the forgiveness
of sins are not in accordance with Scripture and Confession

Ground:
The Report of Committes 1 is conclusive in showing that Rev FJ vanHulst in his teachings
deviates from Scripture and the Confessions.

ADOPTED

Decislon 2:
having made the above judgesment, Synod decides that Rev FJ vanHulst can not remain
seaied as mamber of Synod

Grounds:

1. Since Synod answered the question of Rev FJ vanHulst's confessional integrity in the
negative, the consequence must bs that he cannot remain seated as member of
Synod.

2. Ali members of Synod nsed to parlicipate in making decisions in relation o the
doctrines of the church; decisions that in fact can touch the foundations of the church.
The churches have a right to be assured that tha persons sitling at Synod are faithful
judges in such matters.

ADOPTED
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Decision 3:
to send a copy of the Report to, and judgement of, Synod to Rev FJ vanHulst, and to the

consistory of the church of Launceston

Groun:

The confessional integrity of Rev FJ vanHulst has been judged by Synod. His consistory,
which has supervision over its minister, should receive a copy of the judgement regarding
his teachings. Sincs in signing the Form of Subscription for ministers of the Word, Rev FJ
vanHulst promised to submit to the judgemsent of the ecclesiastical assemblies about his
doctrine, this judgement should be forwarded to him.

ADOPTED

Decision 4;
to appoint a Committee to investigate Rev FJ vanHulst’s teachings regarding the law, and

to report to Synod

Ground:
Synod deems the Committee’s investigation into this matter incomplets.

ADOPTED

Synod dacides fo include the Committes's questions io Rev FJ vanHulst and his answers,
being part of the Committee’s Report, as an Appendix to the Acts. (Appendix 1, page 75)

Articie 29

Acts of Closed Sesslons

Synod decides to write Acts of these Closed Sessions (that is: what has been recorded
above in Articles 24 -29) in the public Acis. The material will not be placed on Intemet at
this time. Synod goes into Opaen Session

Article 30

Remainder of Synod’s agenda

Synod decides io meet again on Monday 15 June at 9 am, for the purpose of dealing with
some practical and pressing Agenda itemns, and then adjoum to a date in September 1998.

Asticle 31

Adjournment
Rev J Poppe asks those present to sing Psalm 105:2,3. He then leads in prayer. At 3.30

pm the chairman adjourns Synod, to meet again on Monday.

MONDAY, 15 June 1998

Article 32

Re-opening

The chairman re-opens Synod, asks it to sing Psalm 74:1, 7 and 8, reads 2 Chronicles 22
and leads in prayer. The chairman observes that there is only one delegate from the

church of Launceston.
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Article 33
Appolniment of a Commitlee to carry out Decision 4 of Article 28 (refer Articles 10,
13, 17, 24, 28, 58, €4, 74, 98, 105, 122)

Synod appoints Rav P De Boer, sider A Siobe and Rev W vanderdagt to carry out the
stated mandate. They must report to the churches’ delegates two weeks before Synod re-
convenes, as well as to Synod.

Article 34
Adoption of Acts
Synod adopts Articles 26 1o 31 of the Acts.

Article 35
Request from RC Janssen
Committee 3 presents the following proposal:

Material:
Agenda itermn 8.8 - letter from the Church of Kelmscoll, proposing to honour brother RC
Janssen's request to be examined by Synod for the purpose of entering into the ministry.

Decislon:
Not to grant the request of brother Janssen.

Grounds:

1. The churches have always observed the rule that the examination of a person wishing
to become a candidate is conducted in the classical region of the church of which he
is @ member.

2. Should this brother be examined by a sister church fedaration, he will be eligible for
call within all the sister churches, and therefore the advice he received not to get
stuck’ in the Netherlands does not apply.

ADOPTED

Article 36
Puipit exchange
Committee 3 presents the following proposal;

Material:
Agenda ltem 11.8 - Report of Deputies for Pulpit exchanges
Agenda ltem 8.11 - Letter from the Church of Legana

Observations:

Deputies report that all visits were brought in accordance with the proposed roster.
Deputies suggest that Synod should give attention 1o the guestion whethsr in view of the
forthcoming vacancy in Legana more visits should be brought.

As for the normal scheduie, Deputies offer the following axchangs proposal
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Ministar of: 1998 1899 2000

Mount Nasura Tasmania
Byford Tasmania

Launceston Metro/Albany Metro/Albany
Legana Metro/Albany

Wast Albany Tasmania

Decislons:
1. to thank Deputiss for their Report and discharge them;
2. to grant the request of the Church of Legana as formulated hersunder;
3. to appoint new Deputies with the mandate:
a) to make arrangements, in addition to the regular pulpit exchange as proposed
by Deputies, for a visiting minister to serve the Church of Legana at least 6
times peér year, two Sundays at a time;
b} to grant pulpit exchange as proposed by Deputies should Legana receive its

own minister;
¢} to arrange the above in consultation with the churches and their ministers;

4. ‘o pay for travelling costs from the Synod Treasury

Grounds:

1. ltis profitable for the churches to have pulpit exchanges.

2. During a vacancy the church concemed needs the help of other churches, and
especially so when that church is located in an isclated place,

ADOPTED
Synod appoints Rev A Veldman as Deputy for Pulpit Exchanges.

Article 37

indonsslan churches {Gersja-gereja Reformasl indonesla) (refer Articlas 73, 76)
Synod considers the question of financial support for P Njuka as recommended by
Deputies in their Report (Section F, Recommendation 4). Synod decides that there is no
need to make a decision at this moment,

Articie 38
Adjournment of Synod
Synod decides 1o adjourn at the close of this moming's session, and re-convene at

Launceston on Tuesday 7 September 1998, at 9 am.

Article 39

Adjournment

The chairman addressaes Rev C Kleyn, who owing to his departure to Pretoria will be in our
rnidst for the last time. Rev Kleyn responds in & word of farewell and good wishes. Elder
A Mulder asks those present {o sing Psalm 23:1 and then leads In closing praver. The

chairman adjourns Synod.
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Tuesday, & September 1998

Article 40

Re-opening

At 8 am the chairman Rev C Bouwman re-opens Synod, asks the brothers te sing Psalm
18: 1 and 8, reads from Scripture 2 Chronicles 23, and leads in prayer. He then addresses
Synod with the following words:

Dear brothers of Synod,

After a break of some 10 weeks, we're assembled again in the building of our sister church
in Launceston to continue the work that we left unfinished in our first session. All of us
present at the first sitting found those two weeks very draining; | trust that by now each of
us is sufficiently relaxed and refreshed to carry on with the work given to us by the
churches.

To my knowledge, it is the first time in the history of the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia that a Synod has adjourned for a period of weeks before it reconvened in order o
finish its task. It is fitting, then, that a word of special appreciation be directed w0 the host
church for Synod 1998; for a second time the church in Launceston has had to find lodging
for the delegates, for a second time this building had to be rearranged (and the room
behind us assemnbled into a comfortable loungse!), for a second time a team of kitchen staff
had to be organised. Be assurad, dear brothers and sisters, that your labours are very
much appreciated. We could only applaud your care for us in June, and —-on the basis of
that experience- look forward to another couple of comfortable weeks under your care!

I notice a number of new faces in this second sitting of Synod. A hearty welcome to the
brothers J Everts, N Louw and F Postmus! Wae recognise that, in & way, you work at a
disadvantage, for the rest of us have had earlier opporiunity o jook at the agenda. Yet
we're surs that you'll overcome this handicap quickly enough. We also realise that behind
the fact that some of you are here fie hidden some difficult circumstances. We are grateful
that the churches can all bs duly reprasented at this meeting of the churches, and trust
that our time together can serve o mutual edification.

Since our adjournment in June, the church in Launceston has been busy digesting the
conclusions of Synod's first sitting. We can appreciate that this takes time, and is at the
same time a painful process. Throughout the bond of churches countless prayers have
been sent to the throne of all grace, beseeching the Lord to grant to the office bearers and
congregation of Launcesion much wisdom and faithfulness. It remains our prayer that the
Lord of the church will gather, defend and preserve His church, both in this place and
throughout the land. Throughout the land we all want to stand beside all cur brothers and
sisters in Launceston, and continue 1o supportt in word, in desd, and in prayer.

The church of Legana, meanwhile, has seen her ministar leave to take up his call in South
Africa. Legana has extendsd a call fo Rev Huizinga, who in tum is, | believe, siill
considering this call. May the Lord of the churches grant you, brother, the wisdom and
courage you need to know where it is that He wishes you 1o serve. And we pray that the
Lord will supply for the needs of His church in Legana.

Talk about South Africa: the brethran there are very awars of what Synod has besn busy
with in its first sitting. They thought it right that support be given fo their sister churches in
Australia by way of a delegate from South Africa attending our second sitting as Synod. |
have received indication that Rev E Viljoen, minister of the Fres Reformed Church of
Capetown, is to arrive in Launceston tomorrow moming as official delegate from South
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Africa to our Syned. For my part, | was much encouraged by the gesture of the South
African brethren to offer their support to us in our situation in this manner. s
Brothers, we need {0 set ourselves again to the work that's been given 10 us. In the first
sitting of Synod we could, by the Lord’s grace, work together in great unanimity. - Though
the item was difficult, theve was very litde of tension between brothers. 1t is my heartfeit
prayer that we can work our way through the remainder of the agenda with the same spirit
of unanimity. May our work in the remainder of Synod serve the churches well, both in
terms of the content of the decisions we makes as well as in the manner in which we make
tham. The churches ook o us 1o give examples, in word and deed, of faithfulness to our
Lord and Saviour and therefore love for the brethren. Let us pray for God’s blessing with
the words of Ps 67:1, and then be to work!

Synod sings Psalm 67:1.

Article 41

Credentials

The First and Second Clerks check the credentials handed in by the new delegates, elders
J Everts and F Postmus from the Church of Launceston, and elder N Louw from the
Church of Legana, and repont that these are in order.

Article 42
Eloction of vice-chalrman
In an election for a vice-chairman, Synod votes in Rev A vanDelden.

Article 43

Agreement with the Confassion

The three delegates J Everts, N Louw and F Postmus, when asked to indicate their
Agreement with the Three Forms of Unity, rise in their places,

Article 44

Letter of Gresting  (refer Article 20)

The chairman reads out a letter of greeting from the Canadian Reformed Churches, dated
30 June 1998. Besides passing on greetings, the letier, which mentions regret for being
late, acknowledges the extraordinary matters Synod had to deal with, and expresses the
prayer that the Lord of the Church will bless Synod as it deals with them.

Article 45

Rules for Synods (refer Articles 47, 61, 65)

Committee 2 presents its Report.

Material:

1. Agenda item 8.3: The Church of Launceston requests Synod to decide that “in
madters of principle, a motion or proposal shall be declared ‘adopted’ by a two thirds
majority vote in favour or ‘defeated' by a two thirds majority vote against. if the
numbaer of votes for or agalnst the proposal or motion is less than the required two
thirds majority, it shall be declarad 'undecided'.”

2. Agenda item 8.18: The Church of Mount Nasura proposes that the Rules for Synods
be amended to provide that the Acts shall record fully the text of all proposals
including those put before Synod but not voted on because another proposal in the

same matter is adopted
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3.  Agenda item 8.19: The Church of Mount Nasura proposes that the Hules for Synods
be amended to provide that the same delegate shall not ba chosen to fill the position
of chairman of Synod twice in succession

4.  Agendaitem 11.10: Report of Deputies for the Revision of the Rules and Procedures
of Synod

The following proposals are tabled and voted upon:

Decislion 1:
Not to accede to Launceston's request

Grounds:

1. In Aricle 31 of the Church Order the Churches have agreed to accept as settled and
binding whatever may be agreed upon by a majority vots, unless it is proved to be in
conflict with the word of Ged or with the Church Order.

2. A requirement of two thirds majority in matters of principle could make it very difficult,
if not impossible, for Synod to make decisions on matters validly put on its agenda by
churches or appellants. Synod is, however, asked to make resolutions and not to
leave matters undecided.

3. The proposal could give rise fo lengihy discussions on whether something is
procedural or a matter of principle

ADOPTED

Decision 2:
Not t¢ accede to Mount Nasura's proposal.

Grounds:
Synod always has the right 1o include in the Acts for fuiure reference the text of any
proposal not voied upon,

"ADOPTED

Decision 3:
Not to accede to Mount Nasura’s proposal.

Grounds:
1. The Church Order does not make the sams rules for the positions of Synod chalrman

and Classis chairman.
2. Ewven though our bond of churches is small, there is no need {0 make a separate rule

for the position of Synod chalrman.
ADOPTED
Article 48

Closed Session
After lunch Synod sits in Closed Session to deal with an appeal.
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Article 47

Rules for Synods (refer Articles 45, 61, 65)

Late in the afternoon Synod resumes in Open Session for further consideration of the
Commitiee Report on Rules for Synods. Foliowing the re-opening of Synod in evening
session and the singing of Psalm 146:3, the discussion on Fules for Synods continues.
As a result, Commitiee 2 is sent back with the instruction to take note of the various
comments and criticisms made.

Article 48

Appea! and Correspondence regarding Article 95 of Synod 1996
Committee 3 presents its Report.

Its proposed decisions ars amended and put 10 the vote, as shown.

Material:

Agenda item 8.1: the church of Wast Albany appeals Article 95 of Synod 1996
Agenda ltern 8.2 ths church of Albany corresponds about Article 95 of Synod 1896
Agenda Item 8.13: the chwrch of Byford corresponds about Adticls 95 of Synod 1996

Observations:

The Church of West Albany appeals Aricle 95 of Synod 1996, not because of its
disagreement with the decision, but with the way in which the decision was reached. It
argues that, as agreed upon in Article 31 of the Church Crder, Synod should have made a
decision on our ICRC membearship on ths basis of the appeals of Bedfordale and Byford.
The Churches of Albany and Byford do not appeal, but write to Synod for its inforrmation.

Decisions:

1. to grant the appeal of the church of West Albany that Synod 1896 did not complete its
task as agreed upon in Article 31 of the Church Qrder when it did not answer the
appeals of the churches of Bedfordale and Byford

2. to receive the encouragement from the Church of Albany that “the present Synod as
well as future Synods deal correctly with all appeals presented to them”

3. to receive as information that the Church of Byford “will resubmit its appeal should it
ever become necessary to defend our position in remaining a non-member of the
ICRC” :

Grounds:

1. Article 31 of the Chirch Order gives anyone who has been wronged by a decision of
a minor assembly the right of appeal to the major assembly.

2. As aprevious Synod has erred, an encouragement to aleriness is in place.

3.  The information from Byford is received because the appeals of the churches of
Bedfordale and Byford to Synod 1996 were not dealt with.

ADOPTED

Astlcie 49 (refer Article 66)
Rules for Church Visitation
Committee 2 presents its Report.
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Grounds:

1.

The churches have agreed in the Church Order how things ought t¢ be done within
the bond of churches. In Article 59 the churches have agreed that "Communicant
members who move to another congregation shall be given, following appropriate
announcements to the congregation, an attestation regarding their doctrine and
conduct, signed on behalf of the consistory by two authorised office-bearers.” This is

in line with commendations given in Scripture to travelling persons, eg, Romans

16:1f; Acts 18:27. The purpose of this Article of the Church Order is not to stipulate in
final, absolute sense that each departing (communicant) member shall invariably
receive an attestation to a sister church. The purpose of the Article is to regulate the
way in which members may be recognised by sister churches within or ouiside the
bond of churches. The practical bensfit is that the receiving consistory is freed from
the need to conduct a private conversation with the person requesting membership.

It is the duty of the office bearers to instruct membaers, who intend to move to a place
where our Free Reformed Churches have no sister churches, to be faithful regarding
their membership in the church of Jesus Christ. It rernains the responsibility of the
members who move 1o such a place to work with Articles 28 and 29 of the Belgic
Confession to seek and join the church of Jesus Chiist.

If evidence comes to the fore that one of our sister churchss is unfaithful in exercising
sister relations with other churches, we have the opportunity and the duty to address
this, using the Rules for sister relations.

Synod 1890 decided “to limit presant contacts and relations with churches which are
geographically close to our sister churches abroad...” and "o concentrate on relations
and contacts with churches which are geographically close to us...” (Acts, Article 58).
in this situation, it is inevitable that our sister churches will recognise churchas
geographically close to them, which we will not recognise. Mount Masura has not
demonstrated that the Lord demands that the Free Reformed Churchas of Australia
establish sister relations with all the sisters of, say, the Canadian Reformed
Churches. We are not in a position to make a judgement about attestations our sister
churches issue to members moving to their sister churches.

If the Free Reformed Churches of Australia can repeatedly say over the years that (&)

_given sister church(es) “give(s) evidence of continuing faithfulness to the Word of
God, maintaining the Reformed Confassions and Church Order,” we may expect that

they have done well in adopting their various sister relations.

ADOPTED

Proposal 3:

Mount Nasura seeks o have Synod state that: “it issues a warning to all its sister churches
that the Free Reformed Churches of Australia see that in its relations with sister churches
the matter of third party relations can render a church unfaithful in its task of supervision
and discipline. The sister relations which some of our sister churches have, or are seeking
to establish, bring our refations with them into question.”

Declsion:
Not to accade to Mount Nasura's request.

32



Acts of Synod

Grounds:

1. While third party relations could render a church unfaithful in its task of supervision
and discipling, this need not be the case. Nothing that Mount Nasura states gives
svidence of unfaithfulness in our sister churches.

2. Although Mount Nasura states that the sister relations which some of our sister
churches have, or are seeking to establish, bring the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia’s relationship with them into question, it does not provide concrete evidence
to support this claim.

ADOPTED

Article 63

Formation of Classes (refer Aricles 50, 54, 95)

Committee 3 presents its revised Raport. After some discussion the Committes is sent
back with the request fo do further wark.

Articis 64

Instructions from the Churches (refer Arlicles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 74, 98, 105,
122)

Synod goes into Closed Session to consider the Report of its Committee appointed in
Article 33,

Article 65

Rules for Synods (refer Articles 45, 47, 61)

After re-opening and the singing of Psalm 46:1, Synod continues with the remainder of the
Heport. A number of amendments are adoptad for inclusion In the Committee’s proposal,
which then reads: .

Waterial: N
Agenda ftem 11.10 - Report of Deputies for the Revision of the Rules and Procedures of

Synod.

Decision 4:
1. to adopt the recommended Rules for Synods with the following amendments:
a) acd to Rule 1.4: “Confidential matters must be clearly marked: 'For delegates
only'. Visitation Reports will not be distributed.”
b} add at the beginning of Rule 3.2 the words: “The vice-chairman shall assist the
other Officers of Synod where needed, and prepare the Press Releass of
Syneod”
¢} alter Rule 3.3 to read: “Every Synod shall decide whether its chalrman and first
clerk will be appointad to an advisory committes”
d} delete proposed Rule 8.4
e} amend proposed Rule 8.7 fo include the words “in each round of the debate”
fy  in Rule 9 delets the words: “on the voices”
g) dslete proposed Rule 8.11.5
hy  add under Rule 10 the paragraph: “Deputies must make avallable at Synod for
referral and consuitation, coples of all correspondence, Minutes, and records of
other work done. Thay should also submit the same o the Archivist.”

2. toaccept for Synod 1898 the newly adopled rules
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3.  todischarge Deputies, and thank them for all the work done
4. o include the text of the adopted Rulss for Synods as an Appendix to the Acts
{Appendix 12, page 214)

Grounds:

1. The recommended Rules serve the basic needs of Synod.

2. Itis important that the convening church knows what to do with confidential material.
It also needs to be avoided that confidential material comes into the hands of all
office-bearers.

3. The experience of Synod 1998 has shown that it has merit to leave it to each Synod's
discretion whether the chairman and first clerk are to be appointed to an advisory
committea.

ADOPTED

Articie 66
Rules for Church Vislts (refer Article 49; Appendix 13, page 222}
Committee 2 presents its revised Rules, After minor amendment it is voted upon and

ADOPTED

Article 67
Presbytserian Church in Korea
Committee 2 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda item 11.5.2.2 - Heport of Deputies for relations with sister churches
- A letter of gresting received at this Synod (Article 20)
Decision:
To continue sister relations with the Presbyterian Church in Korea (Kosin) in accordance
with the established rules

Ground:
No evidence has arisen suggesting that the Presbyterian Church in Korea (Kosin) has
departed from the Word of God, the Reformed Confessions, or the Church Order.

ADOPTED

Article 68
Canadian Reformed Churches
Committee 2 presents its Report:

Materialh:
Agenda item 11.5.2.3 - Report of Deputies for relations with sister churches
- Greetings received at this Synod (Articies 20, 44)

Decision:
To continue sister relations with the Canadian Reformed Churchas in accordance with the

established rules
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Ground:
. The Canadian Reformed Churches givs evidence of continuing faithfulness (o the Word of
Giod, maintaining the Reformad Confessions and the Church Order.

ADOPTED

Asticle 69

Proposal from the Church of Byford, regarding the contact between the Church of
Launceston and the local Reformed Church

Committee 3 prasents its Report:

Material: Agenda ltem 8.14

Decision:

Not 1o grant the requsst of the Church of Byford for Synod to “decide that the approach the
Church of Launcesion is taking in its contact with a local Reformed Church of Australia
conflicts with the adopted Church Order, and is defrimental to the development of church
relationships.”

Ground:
The King's Bridge article written by Rev F vanHulst to which the Church of Byford refers,
gives reason for Byford's request when he writes about a meeting “to discuss what keeps
us apart and whether we as local churches could find a way 1o move closer to each other”,
and adds that “Our Synod has her own responsibility in this area, but that does not take
away our personal or local responsibility.” However, this arlicie alone is not sufficient to
prove this to be the intention of the consistory. It is possible that the author of this article,
out of enthusiasm, overstated his point so that it no longer accurately reflects the decision
of the consistory.

ADOPTED

Article 70
Adjournment
Rev vanderJagt asks Syned to sing Psalm 46:3 and 5, and lsads in prayer. The chairman

adjourns Synod.

Friday, 11 September 1998

Article 71

Re-opening )

The chairmman Rev C Bouwman asks Synod fo sing Psalm 751 and 4, reads from
Scripture 2 Chronicles 26, and leads in prayer. Elder J Evaris is absent with notice. His
alternate may be expscted to arrive in the aflernoon.

Artlcle 72
Tolerance concerning infani Baptism ,
Committee 2 presents its Report. Afier discussion the following amended proposal is

tabled.
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Material:
Agenda item 8.17 - letter from the Church of Mount Nasura on tolerance conceming infant

baptism

Observations:

The Church of Mount Nasura:

1. informs Synod that a professor in a sister church defends the position that “tolerance
can be exercised towards those who In good conscience err in some point of
doctrine®, in this case infant baptism;

2. urges Synod to instruct Deputies for sister relations to take up the matier with the
Deputies of the sister churches concerned; and wishes t0 make clear to our sister
churches that a person who promotes these views on compassion and tolerance in
relationy to fundamental doctrines can not be a teacher in Theology

Declsion:
Not to acceds to Mount Nasura's request

Ground:

The supervision of the doctrine of a college professor is the responsibility of his consistory
and the General Synod through the board of the college. The Church of Mount Nasura
does not indicate that it has taken this matter to the professor or his supervisors., For the
Synod now to adopt Mount Nasura's judgement would be out of order and wouid be to lord
it over others.

ADOPTED

Article 73

indoneslan sister churches (Gereja gereja Reformas! indonesla) (refer Aricles 37,
76)

Committee 2 presents its Report. Synod in Closed Session discusses some matters of a
personal nature.

Article 74

instructions from the Churches (refer Arlicles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 98, 105,
122)

Syned continues in Closed Session on the Report of its Committee.

Article 78

Alternate Delegate from the Church of Launceston

Elder D Velikamp enters Synod as alternate for elder J Everts. The chairman welcomes
elder Veltkamp, and asks him fo rise to indicate his Agreement with the Thres Forms of
Unity.

Eider Veltkamp rises in his place.

Article 76

indonesian sister churches - Gerejs-gereja Reformas! indonssia (refer Articles 37,
73}

Committes 2 presents ifs Report. After amendment it reads:
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Material
Agenda items 11.5.4.1 - Deputies Report, and 11.5.5.1 - Supplementary Report

Decisions:

1.
2.

to thank Deputies for their work, and discharge them
0 appoint new Deputies with the following mandate -
a) to continue to visit the Synods of Gereja-gereja Reformasi Indonesia,
subject to available finance
b) to support the Gereja-gersja Reformasi Indonesia in a well considered and
responsible way with the intention of building up the reformed character of
these churches;
¢) 1o financiaily support Pila Njuka (along with his wife) to study at Hamilton if it
is considered responsible o do so, and to monitor his progress;
d} to encourage our churches and their members o provide the means of
support for Deputies activities mentioned in 2{b}) and 2(c)
e} to formulate a draft policy regarding the support to these churches, which is
to include
(i) guidelines defining the nature of support to be given
(i) a reporting framework for information back to the churches
i} a way of measuring the effectiveness of support given
to send delegatss to the 1999 Conference of the indonesian churches;
o continue sister relations with tha Gersja-gersja Reformasi Indonesia in accordance
with the adopted rules.

Grounds:

1.

2.

The Gersja-gereja Reformasi Indonesia give evidence of continuing faithfulness to
the Word of God, maintaining the Reformed Confessions and Church Order

The churches are in a position 1o support these sister churches in training future
leaders and building up the congregations. For this reason visits to the Gereja-gereja
Reformasi Indonesia are in place also.

Synod 1996 decided to support a student from the sister churches oncs Yonson
Dethan had completed his studies at the Theological Collsge in Hamilton. The
recommendation both from Deputies and from the Synod of the Gereja-gereja
Reformasi Indonesia is to support Pila Njuka.

Experience has shown that placing a student in a different culture can easily cause
personal problems.

The Deputies Report mentions problems relating to providing support.

Since this Conference wili deal with theological training in which we are involved, and
since it will discuss a bond of all the indonesian Churches from Sumba, Kalimantan
Barat and Irian Jaya, which concerns us, itis good to send delegates.

ADOPTED

Article 77 :

indoneslan churches (Gereja-gersja Masehl Musyafir)

Committee 2 presents its Repont. In Closed Session Synod hears a report from Deputies
concerning some difficulties experienced during the past period. The Committee Report as
amended on the floor of Synod reads as follows:
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taterial:
Agenda item 11.5.4.1 ~ Deputies Report

Decisions:
1. To thank Deputies for their work, and discharge them
2.  To appoint new Deputies with the mandate:
a} if invited, to continue fo visit the Synods of Gereja-gereja Masehi Musyalfir,
subject to available finance
b}  to monitor and repoit developments in the Gereja-gereja Masehi Musyalfir
c) to support these churches in a well considered and responsible way with
the intention of building up their reformed character,
d) to provide limited support to Yonson Dethan to ensure continued effective
communication with him;
8) to encourage our churches and their members to provide the means of
support for Deputies activities mentioned in 2(c} and 2(d)
f)  to formulate a draft policy for the support of these churches, which should
include guidelines defining

{i) nature of support to ba given
(i) a reporting framework for information back to the churches
ity a way of measuring the effectiveness of support given

Grounds:

1. The Geroja-gereja Masahi Musyalfir needs to be stabilised before recommendations
regarding sister relationships can be considered.

2. Previous Deputies had a mandate to support Yonson Dsthan's theologica! training. it
is appropriate to continue the support in a limited but meaningful manner.

3. The Deputies Report mentions problems relating to providing support.

4. The churches arg in a position to help the Gereja-gereja Masshi Musyafir develop in a
reformed manner. For this reason visits to the Gereja-geraja Masehi Musyafir are in
place also.

ADOPTED

Article 78
Reformed Churches of Australia
Committee 3 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda items 11.5.4.4 - Deputies Report, and 11.5.5.3 - Deputies Supplementary Report

Declsions:

1. o thank the Deputies for their work and discharge them

2. to appoint new Deputies to be an address to which the Reformed Churches can direct
any questions concerming the letter of appeal

3. to monitor the Acts of the Synod of the Reformed Churches, to see if they have
addressed any of the matters in the letter of appeal

4. toreport to next Synod

5. to deny the Deputies request for face-to-face meetings.
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Grounds:

1. Deputies completed the mandate given by Synod 1996.

2. Even though the Synod of the Reformed Churches considered Deputies letter of
appeal 10 be too late and decided that the right procedure for submissions of appesals
was not used (because it misunderstood the nature and purpose of the letter of
appeal), the Deputies write: “We have clarified this matter with them.” (Deputies
Report, page 58, points 3}.

3. The face-to-face meetings which Deputies propose would be in conﬂsct with the
decision of Synod 1996 “not to entar into official contact (which has sister relations or
union as its aim) with the Reformed Churches at this time” (Acts Article 71, point 2),
but instead, to authorise Deputies 1o send a letter of appeal. Synod decided this on
the ground that “official contacts” would already mean that “we are working towards
the goal of sister relations or union” {Acts Ardicle 71, point 3, and Grounds ¢).

DEFEATED
An aiternate proposal is tabled as {ollows:

HMaterial:
Agenda ltem 11.5.4.4 - Deputies Repont, and 11.5.5.3 - Deputies Supplementary Report

Decisions:

1. to thank the Daputies {or their work and discharge them

2. io appoint new Deputies with the mandate to convey our concerns and appeal by a
tew face-to-face meetings

3. to report back to the next Synod

Grounds:

1. Deputies have not compieted the mandate given by Synod 1996. The appeal did not
reach their Synod on tims, and has not been dealt with by their Synod.

2.  The requesi fo have our concerns and appeais conveyed by a few face-to-face
mestings is reasonable. Correspondence has been laborious and tedious. Dialogue
tock place between 1990 and 1992. In 1992 our Synod dsalt with the common
Report of dialogue. in 1994 the Reformed Churches of Australia Synod dealt with it.
Since no more dialogue occurred, we waited until 1996 to react to their 1994
decisions. We would send an appeal, which we were late in sending, and it will now
take until 2000 before the Reformed Churches of Australia can deal with it. Thisis a
cumbersome process.

3. Face-to-face meetings have proven beneficial in the past. it prevents
misunderstandings, which arise more sasily in correspondence alone.

4. The Reformed Churches of Australia requsst it, and they have appointed Deputies for
it so that they can respond to the concems in our appeal.

ADOPTED

Article 79
Adoption of Acts
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After resuming in Evening Session, and singing Psalm 87:1, 4 and 5, Synod adopts
Articles 58 to 69 of the Acls.

_Articie 80
Address by Rev E Viijosn (refer Arlicles 58, 59, 92}
The chairman invites Rev Viljoen, delegate from the Free Reformed Churches in South
Africa, to address Synod. (Note: The text of Rev Viljoen's address can be found in
Appendix 2 to these Acis, page 96)

Article 81

Vrile Gereformosrde Kerke In Suid Afrika

Committee 2 presents its Report.

In the discussion Rev Vilioen answers a variety of questions on his churches.

Material:
Agenda items 11.5.2.1 - Deputies Report, and 11.5.2.5 - Deputies Supplementary Report

Decisions:

1. to continue sister relations with the Vrije Gersformeerde Kerke in Suid Afiika in
accordance with the established rules

2. 1o express thankfuiness to thase Churchas for sending a delegate to this Synod

3. to authorise Deputies to send a delagate to their Synod, subject to available firance

Grounds:

1. The Vrije Gereformeerds Kerke in Suld Afrlka give evidence of continuing faithfuiness
to the Word of God, maintaining the Reformad Confsssions and the Church Ordar.

2. Seeing that they also are a small federation of churches going through trying times, a
personal representative to encourage them and exhort them as churches of God in
this world is warranted (see Rule 4 of the Rules for sister relations).

ADOPTED

Article 82
Geneva Free Reformed Church (New Zealand)
Committee 4 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda item 11.5.4.3 - Deputies Report, and 8.24 - Letter from the Geneva Free
Reformed Church, 30 May 1998

Admissibllity:

The Deputies Report was commissionad by previous Synod, and so is rightly on Synod's
table. Though received late, the lstier from the Geneva Free Reformed Church comes
from one church to the major assambly of other churches, via the appropriate Deputies.
So it must be received.

Decision:
To note the information contained in the letter from the Geneva Free Reformed Church

and acknowledge thelr decision fo withdraw their sadlier request for possible future
affillation.
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Ground:
The Geneva Free Reforrned Church is not interested in pursuing possible future affiliation

with our churches.

in a leter dated 21 May 1996 they write: “We are writing to express interest in establishing
formal contact with the Free Reformed Churches of Australia ... with a view fo possible
future affiliation.” :

in a letter dated 30 May 1998 they write: “Wae believe it is not appropriate for the Geneva
Free Reformed Church to pursue further involvement with the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia at this time. Ws hereby inform you of our cons:storys decision to withdraw our
former request of 21st May 1998,

ADOPTED

Article 83

Adjournment
Rev A Veldman asks Synod to sing Hymn 46:2, and leads in prayer. The chairman

adjourns Synod.

Saturday, 12 September 1958

Article 84

Rs-opening

The chairman Rev C Bouwman asks Synod to sing Psalm 128:1, reads from Scripture 2
Chronicles 27, and leads in prayer. Eider J Everts is absent with notice. His alternate
elder D Veltkamp is in attendanca.

The chairman passes on grestings from Fev C Kieyn in South Africa.

Articte 85

Reformed Churches of New Zealand (refer Article 88)

Committee 4 presents its Report.

After the moming tea break the chairman mentions the presence in the audience of Rev C
Connors, minister of the local Evangelical Presbyterian Church. Because our Rules for
Synods make no provision for the attendance of persons outside the bond of churches, the
chairman asks Synod if there is any objection 1o his presence in the audience. Synod has
no objection. The chairman welcomas Rev Connors.

After some further discussion on the RCNZ Report an amended proposal is tabled. The
Committes agress to withdraw its proposal in favour of this amsnded proposal.

As time is running out the discussion is adjourned.

Articie 86
Adoption and Press Relsase
Syncd adopis Articles 70 to 82 of the Acts. The Press Release for the period of 8 to 12

September is approved.

Article 87
Adjournment
At noon elder GJ Bosveld asks Synod to sing Psalm 84:1 and 5, and leads in prayer. The
chairman adjourns Synod.
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Monday, 14 Seplember 19358

Articia 88

Re-opening

The chairman Rev C Bouwman asks Synod io sing Psalm 1154 and 5, reads from
Scripture 2 Chronicles 28, and leads in prayer.

All delegates are present.

Rev E Viljoen is aiso present.

Article 89

Reformed Churches of New Zealand (refer Article 85)
The amended proposal spoken of in Article 85 is tabled.
After further amendmaent it is put to the vote,

Materlal:
Agenda items 11.5.4.2 — Deputies Report, and 11.5.5.2 — Deputies Supplementary Repost.

Decisions:

1.
2

3.

to thank Deputies for the work done and discharge them

to reaffirm gratitude for the faithfulness which Deputiss have found in the Reformed
Churches of New Zealand

to mandate Deputies to strive for sister relations with the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand by:

a) continuing dialogue with them in order to (i) express our appreciation for the
principled approach they have shown in dealing with the Reformed
Churches of Australia, and to encourage them io continue to exercise
sisterly admonitions over the Reformed Churches of Australia where
needed, and (i) explain {o them by means of face-to-face meetings the
difficulty that our churches have in astablishing sister relations with them
because of their sister relations with the Reformed Churches of Australia;

b) authorising two delegates to attend the next Synod of the Reformed
Churches of New Zealand o be held, the LORD willing, in Wainuimata,
New Zealand from 17™ to 23" October 1898, in order to convey grestings;
and fo take the opportunity fo discuss matters of mutual interest with the
New Zaaland Deputies;

¢) inviting delegates of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand to our next
Synod as cbservers with the privileges mentionied I Rule 6 of our Rules for
Synods {Acts 1998, Appendix 3}

d) providing information to the membership of our churches about the
Reformed Churches of New Zealand

Grounds:

1.

42

As past Synods have stated, “The relationship of the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand and the Reformed Churches of Australia is an impediment for us fo establish
official relations with the Reformed Churches of New Zealand” {cf Deputies Report t©
Synod 1896, Acts, Appendix B3, 5.3, p 101). As the Reforrned Churches of New
Zealand's Synodical and Correspondence Committee points out in a Report to their
Synod {Mangere, 1988): “Relationships must be irue in ail dimensions. .. This is
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being consistent with the principle of a true and faithful church and consequential
thinking, as otherwise there would be a triangular problem when A and B esiablish
close refationships while C who already has an intimate relationship with A still has
principle objections to B. it will thus be quite obvious that the joumey towards this
goal for a mutually acceptable close relationship Is going to be a long one where
much patience and understanding is required.”

Synod 1996 saw need to send a lefter of appeal to the Reformed Churches of
Austraiia in an effort to urge them to “etum fo a distinctly reformed direction”, and is
thankful that the Reformed Churches of New Zealand do the same.

Contact betwsen our churches and the Reformed Churches of New Zealand is
necessary if we are to work towards sister relations.

Qur church members should be informed about the Reformed Churches of New
Zeatand so that they are prepared for sister relations if and when such a relationship

is established.
ADOPTED
Articie 90

Presbyterlan Churches (refer Article 83)
Commitiee 3 presents lis Report.

After being informed that there will be counter proposal on the table, Synod is adjoumed

for some time to allow delegates to study it.

Acticle 91

Re-opening and Adoption of Acls

Synod is re-opened at 7.30 pm and sings Psalm 97:6.
Synod adopts Aricles 84 to 87 of the Acts.

Article 92 :
Hesponse to Rev E Viljosn (refer Arlicles 56, 59, 80)

Rev A Veldman responds to Rev Viljoen’s address to Synod, given in last Friday's Evening

Session. (The text of this response can be found in Appendix 2 to these Acts, page 99)
Article 83

Presbyterian Churches (refer Article 90)

A counter proposal is tabled and introduced.

Material:
Agenda items 11.5.3 and 8.9

Admissibility:

The lefter from the church of Kelmscott is admissible inasmuch as the Deputies were

given the mandate to report back to the churches.

Observations:

1. Deputies report that they could not complete their mandate. They do not report on
the Fraee Church of Scotland, the Evangselical Presbyterian Church of Ireland and the
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Reformed Prasbyterian Church of ireland. Deputies also do not deal with the
concerms of covenanting and purity of worship

2. Deputies have gone beyond their mandate and on their own initiative propose that if
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia will agree to prepared statements
regarding Fencing of the Lord’s Table and Supervision of the Puipit, Synod will
acknowledge it as a true and faithful church of the Lord Jesus Christ and offer sister
church relations.

. 3. Deputies have inciuded in their Report to Synod three papers, which served the

Deputies in coming to their recommendations.

.a)

b)

<)

As far as the matter of children in the covenant is concerned, Deputies
conclude that “Although thers is the possibility that there are differences of
accent, the Deputies have no indication that in the preaching or publications
other (unscriptural) opinions about the position of the children in the
covenant are taught or allowed to be taught.” Therefore the Deputies siate
that they “do not consider this issue as being an impediment 1o recognising
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia.”

As far as the matter of fencing the Lord's fable, the position paper states:
‘Inasmuch as the Presbyterian Church of Eastemn Australia has not
fumished us with more definite information conceming their practice of
fencing the table, we are not in a position to make any concrete evaluation
whether we can progress with our contacts. In this Report we have seen
that there might be sorne serious inadequacies in the policies of the
Prasbyterian Church of Eastern Ausiralia regarding the admission of guasts
from other evangelical churches. This is a serious matisr since it touches
uporn the punty of the Lord’s Supper, which is one of the marks of the true
church. We have also expressed the concern that the doctrinal barriers that
pravent official recognition and unily of churches are overlooked when
determining participation at the Lord’s Table. This gives reason for further
investigation whether the Presbyterian Church of Eastem Australia
embraces the notion of interdenominationalism. This, oo, is a serious
matler, since it touches on the purity of doctrine, which is the second mark
of the true church.”

Deputies state: “The elders do not discharge their office sufficiently by an
oral waming from the pulpit. ...We may conclude that only those gussts
should be admitted to the Lord’s Table who the session/consistory is
satisfied, on the basis of an authentic intimation from the minister or sider of
his congregation, are members of good standing of ancther true church.”

As far as the matter of Supervision of the Pulpit is concerned, the position
paper concludes 'The Prasbyterian Church of Eastern Australia’s open
pulpit practice leaves open the door to preaching that is not ‘the whole
councif of God” and “doctrine of the Confession of faith”. It does not
safeguard the congregation from preaching that renocunces “afl doctrines,
tenets or opinions whatsoever contrary fo or inconsistent with the said
doctrine”.  The Presbyterian Church of Eastem Australia’s practice of
opening the pulpit fo ministers of churches with which it has no fratemal
relations is therefore a serious area of concemn and carries such weight that
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia can only be recognised as a
‘true and faithful Church of the Lord Jesus Christ” when it fences its pulpits.”
Deputies state: “/t is the racognition of another Church as a true church that
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iays the basis for opening the pulpit to guest preachers. When a church is
recognised as a true church its Gospel preaching is accepted as true and
consequently its ministers can be recognised as faithful servanis of God.
Afler recognising a church it should be possible that ministers from that
church are invited o preach. Therefors only guest preachers from churches
in scclesiastical fellowship (sister church relations / fratemal relations)
should be invited to preach.”

4.  Regarding what weight the Free Reformed Churches of Australia should give to the
areas of concern and whether all areas of concern must.be cleared befors the Free
Reformed Churches of Australia can progress with contacts/relations, the Deputies
state that the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia’s manner of supervising the
Lord’s Supper table and their Supervision of the Pulpit ‘are two areas of concem,
which are of such weight that they need to be dealt with before the Free Reformed
Churches of Australia enter into sister reiations with the Fresbyterian Church of
Eastemn Australia.

5.  The church of Keimscott has responded to the Deputies Report, giving reasons why
they do not agree with the Deputies who do not consider the Presbyterian Church of
Eastern Australia's view of children in the covenant as an impediment to recognising
them (the Presbyteran Church of Eastern Ausiralia.)

a. The Larger Catechism (YA 31) states: “‘With whom was the covenant of
grace made? The covenant of grace was made with Christ as the second
Adarn, and in kit with all the slect as his seed”.

b.  The Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia’s practice of cccasional pulpit
exchange wilh Baptist ministers leads the Church of Kelimscott to “seriously
question the effective significance of both baptism and the covenant within
the Presbyterian Church of Eastem Australia.”

Declsion 1:
1. i adopt the stalemeni which Deputies have drafted conceming the
supervision of the Lord's Supper tabie with the emendation that the phrase
“‘another true church of Christ” found in the last line of the statement, is to
read “..anothar church of Chiist which displays the three marks of the
chiurch”,

The amended statement thus reads:

The suparvision of the table:

a. The churches of the Reformation confess that the Lord’s Supper should not be
profaned (1Cor.11:27; Heldelberg Catechism Lord's Day 30, Q&A 82; Westminster
Confession of Faith, Ch.29.8).

e« Profaning the table of the Lord has sericus consequences for both the individual
and the congregation. The individual who eats the bread of the Lord or drinks
the cup in an unworthy manner “will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord”
and “sats and drinks judgment to himsel® (1Cor.11:27,29). Ged's wrath is
poured out on the congregation where this is allowed to happen (1Cor.11:30).

b. This implies that the celebration of the Lord's Supper is to be supervised. [n this
supervision the church exercises discipline and manifests itself as true church.
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c.

46

Becauss no one is able {0 look into the heart, it is nacessary for each individual
to examine himself before coming to the table of the Lord (1Cor.11:28).
Warnings from the pulpit play an important role in ensurdng that individuals take
this responsibility seriously. Those who eat and drink in an unworthy manner eat
and drink judgment upon themselves. Thus it is important to emphasise the
personal responsibility of all those who desire to attend the Lord's tabie.

Besides the individual's responsibiiity, our confessions teach thal the celsbration
of the Lord’s Supper is {0 be supervised. Both the Heidelbsrg Catechism and
the Westminster Confession of Faith speak about admission to the Lord's tabls
(HC Q&A 82, WCF 29.8). All those who show themselves fo be ignorant and
ungodly persons are not {0 be admitted to the Lord's fable.

it is the officers of the church that have the responsibility of supervising the
admission to the Lord’s Supper. Both the Heidslberg Catschism and the
Waestminster Confession of Faith speak about their duty o exercise discipline,
and the role that suspension from the Lord’s Supper has in this (HC Q&4 85;
WCF 30.4). The elders are fo exclude those who lsad an offensive life, in
doctring or conduct from coming to the table of the Lord. Thus there is also a
corporate responsibility in preventing the Lord's table from being profaned.

This supervision is to be applied to members of the local church as well as 1o guests.
The eldership has a responsibillty in supervising the admission 1o the Lord’'s Supper.

@

The elders do not discharge their office sufficiently by an oral waming from the
pulpit. Unlike the call of the Gospsl, the communion at the table of the Lord is
not indiscriminataly offered to all that are present. For this reason, the apostles
guarded the fable and excluded those from participation that confessed 1o be
Christians but were fiving in sin (1Cor.5:11-13; 1Cor.11:27,30; 2Thes.3:6).

The elders exercise the keys of the kingdom by finding out whether or not a
person has publicly professed his faith and by asceriaining the contents of such
a confession. They shall also ensure that a godly confession is adomed with a
godly walk of life. They are not asked to judge the heart of a member or a
guest, but they are to admit on the basis of public profession and public conduct.
As the Larger Catechism states, “Such as are found fo be ignorant or
scandalous, notwithstanding their profession of faith, may and ought to be kept
from the sacrament by the power which Christ has left in His Church, until they
raceive instruction and manifest their reformation.” (LC 173).

Both Presbyterian and Reformed churchaes have recognised the need for
exercising supervision over guests who desire to attend the Lord’s Supper. This
supervision should extend to both their confession and way of life. This has led
ic the following ruie for guests in the Fres Church of Scofland: “An authentic
intimation from a Minister or Elder, that a person is in full membership with the
congragation in which that Minister or Elder officiates, Is somatimas allowed 1o
stand as sufficient ground for the temporary or occasional admission of the
person to communion in another congregation.” (The Practise of the Fres
Church of Scotland in her Several Courts, Rev. ed.; ch.1, pant 2, p.8). The
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia has adopted the following rule for the
supsrvision of the Lord’s table: “The session is responsibls to ses that no person
apenly known to be ignorant or delinguent in doctrine or life be permitied at the
Table. Persons other than communicant members of the congragation, who the
session are satisfied are members in good standing of other evangelical
churches, are weicome al the Lord’s Table.” (The Handbook of Practise and
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Procedure of the Presbyleran Church of Eastern Australia (1992), sec 2.18).
Article 57 of the Church Order of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia says,
“The consistory shall admit to the Lord's Supper only those who have made
public profession of the Reformed faith and lead a godly life. Members of sister
churches shall be admitted on the basis of a good aitestation concerning their
doctrine and conduct.” The emphasis here is on the fact that a guest requires a
testimonial from an office-bearer of his local church, 10 ensure that he is a
member in good standing. We may conclude that only those guests should be
admiited to the Lord's Table who the sessionfconsistory are satisfied, on the
basis of an authsntic infimation from the minister or slder of his congregation,
are members of good standing of another church of Christ which displays the
three marks of the church.

2. 1o adopt the statement which Deputies have drafied conceming supervision of the
pulpit with the emendation that the last sentence “Tharefore only guest preachers
-..invited to preach” should be sxchanged for the following: “Therefore no one should
be invited o preach sxcept ministers or licantiales who have undergons the proper
ecclesiastical examinations according to the rules of our respeactive churches.”

The amended statement thus reads:

The supervision of the puiplt

a) The churches of the Reformation have recognised the true preaching of the Gospel
as the first mark of the true church (Scots Confession Art.25; BC Art.27). The
preaching and teaching in the church has a precisely defined content: the Word of
God. The minister may only preach what is in accordance with that Word.

2

When the aposties went out io preach they preachad not thelr own word, bui the
Word of God (1Thess.2:13). Paul spoke of himself and his fellow workers as
ambassadors of Christ (2C0or.5:20). Paul teaches Tinothy that for himto be a
good minister of Jesus Chiist he has to instruct the congregation in the things
that he has received — the Old Testament Seriptures and the teaching of Paul
(1Tim.4:8,11; 2Tim.1:13; 2Tim.3:14). Paul charges Timothy to Instruct faithful
men who will be able to teach others also (2Tim.2:2). In this way the true
preaching of the Gospel would continue to bs faught.

b) The conseguence of this for the true church is that not everyons can be allowed to
preach. Only he, of whom the church can be assured that he will preach the doctrine
of the Word of God, can be allowed 1o preach.

¢} In Presbyterian and Reformed churches this has led o the institution of an
scclesiastical examination of those who want fo be ministers of the Word. [t has
always included an investigation of the doctrinal convictions of the candidate. Thers
may be differences in the practical rules for this examination, but the main idea is
clear: the pulpit shouid be fanced. No one should be invited to preach as a Kind
gesture, or bacause the congregation is curious what this preacher is thinking. The
pulpit is not the place to be courtecus or to satisfy curiosity. For the congregation
should only hear from the pulpit the purs preaching of the gospel.

L]

in the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia probationers are licensed o
preach only after they have answered a series of questions. These questions
requira the probationsr o affirm his belief in the Word of God, and His
subscription to Confession of Faith. They raquire him to promise to adhers io,
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d)

48

assert, maintain and defend the sald doctrine, worship, discipline and
government of this Church, and to renounce all doclrines, tenets or opinions
contrary with it. (The Handbook of the Practise and Procedure of the
Prasbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, 1992 edition).

¢ In the Free Reformed Churches of Australia students are given the opportunity
to speak an edifying Word after successfully completing a preparatory
examination. it includes delivering a sermon at Classis (Synod or extra-ordinary
Synod) and being examined on reformed doctrine (see the Church Order of the
Free Reformed Churches of Australia, Art.5; Acts of Synod, 1996, Art.27). The
student is also required verbally to affirm his belief In the Word of God as
confessed in the Three Forms of Unity, and o promise that he will teach nothing
contrary to them.

*  Both federations of churches also have stringent procedures in place regarding
the calling of ministers, their ordination, and their installation or appointment to a
pastoral charge (see the Handbook of Practise and Procedure of the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, and the Church Order of the Free
Reformed Churches of Australia). The main purpose of these procedurss is o
ensure that only godly, capable men, who confess the Scriptures o be the Word
of God and who subscribe to their respeciive confessional standards serve in
the churches.

it is the recognition of another Church as a trus church that lays the basis for opening

the pulpit to guest preachers. When a church is recognised as a true church Hs

Gospel preaching is asccepted a8 wue and consequenily its ministers can be

recognised as faithful servants of God. Afler recognising a church it should be

possible that ministers from that church are invited to preach. Therefore no one
should be invited to preach except ministers or licentiates who have undergone the
proper scclesiastical examinations according to the rules of our respective churches.

to acknowledge that the doctrine of the church, as mentionad in mandates to
Deputies by Synod 1990, 1992 and 1984 is implicitly addressed in the statements on
fencing of the Lord's table and Supervision of the Pulpit.

" to adopt and add s third statement regarding the position of children in the covenant

as follows:

Statement regarding Chiidren In the Covenant

When God established his covenant with Abraham, the father of all believers, he
said, * will establish My covanant between Me and you and your descendants after
you in their gensrations, for an everlasting covenant, 10 be God o you and your
descendants after you® (Genasis 17:7). Peter confirmed this when he said, "For the
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the
Lord our God will calli” (Acts 2:38). From this we conciude that God establishes His
covenant, not only with believers and their elect children, but with believers and all
their children,

When speaking about the children of belisvers, the Heidelberg Catschism teaches
that they, “as well as adults belong tc God’s covanant and congrsgation. Through
Christ's blood the redemption from sin and the Holy Spirit who works faith, ars
promised to them no less than to adults. Therefore, by baplism, as a sign of the
covenant, they must be grafted into the Christian church and distinguishsd from the
children of unbalievers” (Q/A 74). The Belgic Confession spsaks in the same veln
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when it says, “We believe that these children [of believers] ought 1o be baptised and
sealed with the sign of the covenant, as infants were circumcised in Israel on the
basis of the samea promisas which are now made to our children. Indeed, Christ shed
His blood to wash the children of belisvers just as much as He shed it for adults” (Art
34).

The Westminster Confession of Faith states: “Baptism is a sacrament of the New
Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn admission of the party
baptised into the visible church, but also 1o be to him a sign and seal of the covenant
of grace, of his engrafting into Christ, of regensration, or remission of sins. ...Not only
those that actually profess faith in, and obedience unto Christ but also the infants of
ong of both believing parents are to be baptised” (Chp 28). Similar thoughts are
expressed in the Larger Catechism: "Unto whom is baptism to be administered?
..Infants descended from parents, either both or but one of them professing faith in
Christ, and obediance to him, are, in that respect, within the covenant, and to be
baptised” (WA 166). The form ‘Of the Administration of the Sacraments' in the
‘Directory for the Public Worship of God’ states: "Before baptism, the minister is to
use some words of Instruction, touching the institution, nature, use and ends ‘of this
sacrament, showing...that the promise is made to believers and their seed; and that
the sesd and posterity of the faithful, bom within the church, havs, by their birth,
interest in the covenant, and right to the seal of it..”.

The Larger Catechism asks and answers the foliowing: “With whom is the covenant
of grace made? The covenant of grace was made with Christ as the second Adam,
and in him with alf the slect as his sead” (WA 31). As proof text, reference is made
primarily to Galatiane 3:16 "Now o Abraham and his Seed were the promises made.
He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your Sead,” who
is Christ” {Gal 3:16}. In this context, Paul affirmed that salvation comes, not through
the good works of all Abraham’s descendants, but through the good works of one of
Abraham’s descendants, nemely, Jesus Christ. Although the promise was made with
Abraham and all his seed, yet the promise focused upon the one descendant, Christ.
With & view Christ's mediatorial work, God established the covenant of grace with
Abraham and his posterity. Apari from Christ the promise would be void. Contrary to
the thoughts of the Judaisers, against whom Paul contended, the introduction of the
law four hundred and thirty years later did not annul that covenant promise of
salvation through faith alone.

Whaen the Larger Catechism {(V/A 31) states that the covenant is mads with the elect,
it does not deny what it expressly professes elsewhsre (Q/A 168}, namsly, that all the
children of believers are included in the covenant of grace. Nelther do the words of
Paul in Galatians 3:16 deny that all the children of bellevers are included in the
covenant. .

While the promise is sincersly made to all the children of baligvers, only those who
through faith are grafted into Christ receive what is promised. (We are not speaking
here of those children of believers who die in infancy). For Paul says that ‘they are
not all Israel who are of israsl, nor are they all children because they are the seed of
Abraham; but, In Isaac your seed shall be called.” That is, thoss who are the children
of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise ars
counted as the seed(Romans 9:6-8). Paul goes on to speak about God's electing
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fove. In this context, it bacomes evident that only the elect who are grafted into Chirdist
by faith “are counied as [Abraham’s] seed” (Romans 9:8).

Inasmuch as all the children of believers are included in the covenant of grace, and
therefore belong to the church of Christ (Heid Cat Q/A 74), the church must axhort
and assist parents in fulfilling their duty o instruct their children in the doctrine of the
Old and New Tastament as soon as they are able to understand, and o have them
instructed therein to the utmost of their powsr (cf. Form for the Baptism of infants), Or
as stated eisewhers, the parents ara to “bring up these children in the knowledge of
the grounds of the Christian religion, and in the nuwiture and admonitions of the Lord”
{Directory for the Public Worship of God, Of ihe Administration of the Sacraments,
and first, of Baptism).

Grounds:

1. The statements regarding the Fencing of the Lord’s Table and the Supervision of the
Pulpit are based on Scripture and the Reformed Confessions.

2. In light of the statement in the Larger Catechism (VA 31) together with the
cccasional pulpit exchange with Baptist ministers it would be prudent to address this
matter by rmeans of a statement as well.

3. These staternents resolve the problems associated with these areas of concemn in a
Scriptural and responsible manner.

ADOPTED

Decislon 2

To offer the Presbyterian Chuwich of Eastem Australia sister relations as a first step
towards full unity if they can agree o the above mentioned statements about the Fancing
of the Lord's Supper Table, the Supervision of the Pulplt, and the place of children in the
covenant. This decision o enter into sister relations is to be confirmad by the Synod of the
Free Reformed Churches of Australla, upon agresment and implementation of the above
mentioned statements.

‘Grounds:

1. Apart from the thres areas of concem, the Presbyierian Church of Eastern Australia
gives evidence of faithfulness to the Word of God, meintaining the Reformed
confession.

2. The Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia’s agresment with the proposed

- . statements takes away the concams we have expressad.

3. The 1980 Synod considered “where two federations of sister churches are found in
the same country there is the demand of God that, ‘brothers dwesll in unity’ (Ps 133:1).
However, because of the different cultural and historical background between the two
bonds of churches, such an eventual organic unily, although a goal, cannot be
expectad to be achieved quickly and may nead fo develop slowly” (Acts 1880, An 77,
Consideration 23).

ADOPTED

Decision 3
To appoint new Deputias with the following task:

50



Acts of Synod

1. 1o personally communicate Synod's decision about the statements mentioned in
Decisions 1 and 2 to the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia

2. toindicate to the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia’ that Deput;es are willing to
discuss these statements with them if they so desire '

3. tovisit a Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia Synod if an mvitatlon is recsived

4. 10 assess the response of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia to-the three
adopted statements and come with recomimandations to Synod.

Grounds:

1. Itis good to communicate Synod's decisions regarding the Presbyterian Church of
Eastemn Australia in a personal way 1o avoid misunderstanding.

2. Although Synod is convinced that it expresses in the statements the Scriptural
position regarding thess three matlters of concern, we are open to a dialogus with
thern about these matters on the basis of Scripture and confession.

ADGPTED

Decision 4

o assess the areas of concern with respect to the contacts which the Free Reformed

Churches of Australia have with the Free Church of Scolland, the Evangslical Presbyterian

Church of ireland and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of lreland. (These areas of

concern are: the Supervision of the Lord's Table, the Supervision of the Pulpit, the position

of children in the Covenant, Covenanting and purity of worship.)

This assessment should include:

a.  inwhat way the statemenis referred to in Decision 1 affect our relations/contaets with
thesa churchas

b.  how in a manageable and responsible way the Free Reformed Churches of Australia
can fulfii their obligations towards these churches since they are
geographically/culturally far away (cf Acfs 7994, Asticls 111)

Grounds:

1. Our method of approach o the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Ausiralia will affect
our approach to other Presbyterian churches.

2. Deputies were not able to complete their mandate regarding the Free Cnurch of
Scoiland, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of lreland and the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of irefand, given by the previous Synod. :

ADOPTED

Article 94
Frae Reformed Church of the Philippines
Commnittee 2 presents the following Report:

Material:

Agenda Item 11.5.4.5 - Deputies Repori, which proposes that correspondsnce be
conducted with the Free Reformed Churches of the Philippines, for the purpose of
becoming better acquainted, determine whather wa could assist them, and work fowards
the goal of sister-relations.
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Decislons:

1. to instruct Deputies to correspond with the Free Reformed Churches of the
Philippines for the purpose of becoming better acquainted with each other, and see
whether we can be of spiritual assistance to them;

2. o authorise Deputies to pay a visit 1o these churches for the above purpose.

Grounds:
1. QOur Dutch sister churches attest that these churches exhibit the marks of a true
church;

2. These churches are a young, small and weak bond which has many problems and
needs. We could possibly offer them help from our Reformead heritage;

3. These churches are geographically close, and should therefore receive mors
attention than {established) churches far away;

4. In the given situation it is pramature to mantion the goal of sister relations. This will
also avoid raising unrealistic expectations in their mind.

ADOPTED

Article 85

Formation of Classes (refer Aricles 50, 54, 63)

A revised proposal is tabled, discussed and amended. An altemate proposal is tabled and
discussed. Synod decidss to vote on the revised proposal first.

Materlal:
Agenda items 11.11 - Report of Daputies; 8.4 - the church of Launcaeston, in the context of
Article 38 of Synod 1896 (formation of Classes), reguests Synod io establish an annual
conference of Frae Reformed Churches; and 8.20 - the church of Wast Albany proposes
that Synod agree in principle fo establish two classes, the implementation of which will
occur after Synod 2000

Decislon:

1. 1o thank Deputies for thair work and discharge them from thesir task;

2. 1o receive the Report of Daputies for the Formation of Classes for information;

3. not to grant the request of the church of Launceston to establish an annual
conference;

4. toform elther one Classis of alf churches, or two Classes with five churches in each,
effective after the 2000 Synod, the LORD willing;

5. to appoint Deputies with the {ollowing mandate:

a. o evaluate, using the proposal of West Albany, the Deputies Report and
past Reports/submissions with the comments made on them, which rmodel
- one classis or two classes — is preferable;

b. to work out the details for the implementation of both one classis and two
classes after Synod 2000. Deputies are fo evaluate the practical
arrangements for Classes:

» the frequency of mestings of Classis (e.g. oncs, twice or thrice per
year) and how this would affect the frequency of Synods;

e the possible use of teleconferences or video conferences in placse of
face-to-face maelings;
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= the number of delegates to Classis (8.g. a minister with one elder, or a
minister with two elders) and the number and identity of delegates from
Classis to Synod;

e for the model of two Classes consider the composition of each
classical resort (for example: three Perth churches with one Albany
church and one Tasmanian church; or three Parth churches with the
two Albany churches; and the two Tasmanian churches combining with
the other three Perth churches)
by calculating the costs for the implementation of sach model
whether it would sti! be necessary to use classis-churches and second
appeal churches

¢ how the Church Order will need to be revised

*»  Deputies are further 10 explore what other detalis may require attention
in the implementation of Classes, and supply recommendations

¢. 1o send their Report to the churches six months baefore next Synod so that
the churches can have some Input into this matter before the final Report is
sant to Syned;

d. o report to next Synod,

Grounds:

1.

Synod 1888 Instructed Deputies 1o report to the churches and gave no instruction to
report to the next Synoed. Tha Deputies, according to the wording of Synod 1996,
understood this to mean that they were o lsave any proposal for Synod to the
initiative of the churches. As a resull, the Deputies have supplied Synod with a
Hepott of some options and the comments of the churches for its information, but
there is no interaction with the purpose for which they were appointed, namely, the
proposal of the Church at Kelmscott to Synod 1986 and to study this matter in light of
past submissions to, and decisions of Synods. Moraover, the churches could have
directed their proposals for the formation of Classis(es) directly to Synod upon being
made aware of the manner in which the Deputies ware carrying out their mandate in
agresment with the wording of Synod 1896,

2. The churches have agreed in Article 28 of the Church Order that: *Three kinds of
scclesiastical assemblies shall be maintained: the Consistory, the (Classis) classis-
church, and the Synod” A conference cannot replace an ecclesiastical assembly.
There are other means to organise conferances, if desired.

3. The Church Order impresses on the churches the need for having Classes, for
dealing with ecclesiastical matiers of common concern, for appeals, and for helping
in the proper govarmment of the churches.

ADOPTED

Articie 98

Adlournment

Eider J Bruning asks Syrod 1o sing Psalm 62:1. Ha then leads in prayer. The chairman
adioumns Synod.
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Tuesday, 15 September 1998

Asticle 87

Re-opening

The chaimman Rev C Bouwman asks Synod to sing Psalm 118 : 7 and 8, reads from
Scripture 2 Chronicles 29, and leads in prayer. All delagates are present. Rav E Viljoen is
also present.

Article 98

instructions from the Churches (refer Articies 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 684, 74, 105,
122)

Synod goes into Closed Session. There are two Reports on the table - {1) an abbreviated
version of the Report presented by the Committee, and (2) an altemale Report. After two
rounds of discussion the chairman leads in prayer, sesking the Lord's guidance in how
Synod should proceed in the matter. After some further consideration Synod decides to
adjourn the discussion until Wednesday moming.

Synod resumes in Open Session

Article 99
Women’'s voting In the churches
Committes 2 presents its Report as follows:

Material:

Agenda items 8.5 - The Church of Launceston proposas that “participation In the voling for
the election of office bearers in the congregation of Christ should no longer be withheid
from the communicant sisters”; and 8.10 - The Church of Keimscotl's response to this

proposal.

Declsion:
Synod decides not to adopt Launceston’s proposal.

Grounds:

1. Seeing the complex nature of the Issus of women's voling in the church,
Launceston’s submission offers insufficient material for Synod to make a responsible
decision.

2. Adoption of the proposat will bind the churches to allow women {o vote in the church.
There are indications that the matter of women voling in the church does not live in
the midst of most of the churches, and that adoption of the proposal would cause
great concern and even division.

An amendment is put and voted upon, as follows:
“That the words in Grou.d 1 be deleted”

DEFEATED

An amendment is put and voted upon, as foliows:
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“That Ground 1 be made to read: 'Sesing the complex nature of the issue of women voting
in the church, there is insufficient material and Scriptural analysis in the submissions from
the churches of Launceston and Kelmscott for Synod to make a decision.””

ADOPTED
The amended proposal is voted on,

Materiai:

Agenda item 8.5 - The Church of Launceston proposes that “participation in the voting for
the election of office bearers in the congregation of Cheist should no longsr be withheld
from the communicant sisters”.

Agenda item 8.10 - The Church of Kelmscott's response to this proposal

Daclsion:
Syniod decides not to adopt Launceston’s proposal.

Grounds:

1. Sesing the complex nature of the issue of women voling in the church, there is
insufficient material and Scriptural analysis in the submissions from the churches of
Launceston and Kelmscolt for Synod to make a decision.

2. Adoption of the proposal will bind the churches io allow women to vote In the church.
There are indications that the matter of women voting in the church doss. not live in
the midst of most of the churches, and that adoption of the proposal would cause
great concern and even division.

ADOPTED

During the discussion the chairman pauses for a moment to speak words of farewsli to
Fev E Viljoen, who is leaving Synod to travel back to South Africa; and presents him on
behalf of Synod with a copy of prof J Faber's book ‘Essays in Reformed Dogmatics’.

Article 100

Tralning for the ministyy

Committee 3 presents its Report.

Following the inclusion of some minor amendments it is put to the vote as follows.

Material:
Agenda ltems 11.6 - Report of Deputies; and 11.16 - Audit Report on the books of these

Deputies

Decision:
1. to nots that the Church of Mt Nasura found the books of the Dsputies for Training for
the Ministry in order; and discharge the Church of Mt, Nasura of its mandate
2. to assess the churches $ 39.00 per communicant member per year, for the
maintenance of the Theological Collegs in Hamilton as from 1 July 1898
3. to discharge Deputies and appoint new Deputiss with the mandate 1o
a. coliact funds for the College in Hamilton, and forward these to the College
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b. continue correspondence with the Colleges of Hamilton and Kampen, in
order to maintain contact and obtain information;

¢.  publish relevant information conceming the training for the ministry, so that
the churches understand the need fo support the Colieges and the training
of the students;

d. continue 1o arrange the support of theological students whenever required in
accordance with Article 18 of the Church Order, and as agreed in Article 50
of the Acts of Synod 1892;

e. finalise and implement plans for inviting a guest leclurer from the
Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches;

f. investigate whether the amount the churches contribute fo the Hamilion
College is appropriate.

Grounds:

1. Students from our churches study at the Theological College in Hamilion.

2. Support of theological students should continue as agread in Article 18 of the Church
Order.

3. It is important for the churches to have contact with the professors of the Cullege to
which the theological students of our churches ars sent.

4.  Synod Launceston 1885 (Acts, Arlicle 58) decided that the churches wilf budget for

amounis similar 1o those contributed by our cverseas brothers and sistars.

ADOPTED

Article 101

Re-opening

Rs-opening in evening session, the chalman asks Synod io sing Psalm 147 1 and 6.
Elder F Postmus is absent with notice. There is no alternate delegate from the Church of
Launceston,

Article 102
Gereformeerds Kerken in Nederland (refer Article 23)
Committee 2 presents its Fleport. Following amendment it reads:

Materiai:
Agenda item 11.5.2.4 — Deputies Report.

Decislons:

1. 1o continue sister relations with the Gerelormesrde Kerken in Nederdand in
accordancs with the adopted rules;

2. 1o thank the Gereformeerde Kerksn in Nederland for being patiert with us regarding
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia; inform them of our decision with
respect to the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, and ask them to slay in step
with that decision;

3.  to encourage the Gereformesrde Kerken in Nederland to remain faithiul, and note
with appraciation the assurance given at Synod, Berkel & Rodenrijs 1996: "o
maintain the relationship of sister church with the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia, giving special attention fo their guesiions as to developments within the
Reformed Churches (liberated) in the Netherlands”
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Grounds:

1. The Gersformeerde Kerken in Nederland give evidence of continuing falthfulness to
the Word of God, maintaining the Reformed Confessions and the Church Order.

2. A common approach towards the Presbyterian Church of Eastem Australia would be
bensficial for both federations and prevent difficulties regarding third party relations;

3. Deputies of the Gsreformeerde Kerken in Nederand have expressed concems about
developments in their churches.

ADOPTED

Agticle 103

Adlournment

Rev P De Boer asks Synod to sing Psalm 87:1 and 4, and {sads in prayar. The chairman
adjourns Synod.

Wednesday, 16 September 1298

Article 104

FRe-opening

The chairman Rev C Bouwman asks Synod to sing Psalm 89:7 and 8, reads from
Scripture 2 Chronicles 30, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present.

Article 108

Instructions from the Churches (refer Arlicles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 88,
122) .
Synod goes into Closed Session. After some discussion and the withdrawal of a counter
proposal the matter is adjourned. Synod continues in Closed Session to deal with an
appeal.

Articte 108
Lanka Reformed Church
Synod goes in Open Session. Committse 2 presents its Report as follows:

Material:
Agenda item 8.21 - letter from the Church of Waest Albany regarding the Lanka Reformed

Church

Observations:

1. The Church of West Albany proposes “that Synad instruct Deputies to reply to the
Lanka Reformed Church that with regret The Free Reformed Churches of Australia at
this juncturs are not able to extend the help they request”.

2. The church of West Albany gives as reasons a lack of available resources owing to
involvernent in Mission work, and the exiensive church contacts already in place.

Decision:
Synod adopts West Albany's proposal, without endorsing s reasons
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Grounds:

1. . There is no proposal on Synod’s table 1o extend the requestad help.

2.  Synod is unable fo conciude from the available material that the churches lack the
NIGCessary resources.

3. The lstter from the Lanka Reformsd Church needs {0 be answered.

ADOPTED

Articls 107
Request from Rev G VanHongen
Committes 3 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda ltem 8.6 - Letter from Rev G van Rongen

Observation:

Rev van Rongen request Synod's permission o use the text of Synod decisions for a
supplemnent to his publication The Church Order of Dordrechi as revised by Synod 1994 of
the Free Heformed Churches of Australia with the stending decisions mads by thelr
respective Synods.

Decislon:

to grant the requsst of Rev G van Rongen

Ground:

The publication of a supplement to Rav G van Rongen's book is of bensiit (o the churches.

ADOPTED

Article 108

Closed Session

Synod continuas with the matter of an appeal. The procesdings are recorded In the Acls
of Closed Sessions.

Article 108
Clvii Registration
Committee 3 presents its Report:

Materlal:
Agenda item 11.9 - Registration of marrage celshrants

Decislon:

1. to discharge the Deputias, thanking them for the work done

2. to appoint new Deputiss with the mandate o finalise and implement the formal
registration of the Fres Reformed Churches of Australia and report 1o next Synod

3. to appoint Deputies, who will be known as: “Depulies to act as the secrstary for
marriage celebrants, Free Reformed Churches of Australia”, with the following
mandate:
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a. 1o register all ministers of the Word, upon request of their consistories, as
marriage celebrants. This registration Is to be done in accordance with the
provisions of the Australian marriage act;

b. to be contact parsons with the civil government in all matters relating to the
marriage celebrants;

c. ioreport to next Synod

4. o instruct the second clerk of Synod to draw up a letter of authorisation for these
Deputies. The wording of this letter may be adjusted by Deputies to satisfy the
Attorney-General's Department.

Girounds:

1. Previous Deputies were mandated to “finalise and implement the formal regtstratlon
of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia”, but could not complste their mandate.

2. Deputiss correctly point out that matters which nesd ongoing attsntion in the bond of
churches are dealt with by Deputies.

3. A letter of authorisation according to legal wording is required, and the position of
Synod clerk does not exist after Synod closes.

ADGPTED

Articie 110
Synod Opening Procedure
Committes 2 presents its Rsport:

Material:

Agenda item 8.7 - Request from the Church of Byford that Synod refrain from adding
meditations to the long standing practics of beginning each sitting day of our ecclesiastical
assemblies with singing, Bible reading and prayer

Decision:
to accade o the request

Grounds:

1. Aricle 30 of the Church Order stipulates that the ecclesiastical assemblies shall deal
only with ecclesiastical matiers that are properly placed on its agenda.

2. The brothers have not bsen called together to listen to explanations of Scripture
passages, however brief, but fo deal with the matters at hand, and then go home

again.
DEFEATED
A counter proposal is tabled and voted upon:
Material:
Agenda item 8.7 - Request from the Church of Byford that Synod refrain from adding

maditations to the long standing practice of beginning each sitting day of our scclesiastical
assemblies with singing, Bible reading and prayer
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Decislon:
not {o accede to the request of Byford

Ground:
It should be left in the freedom of the chairman how he opens Synod in a Christian
manner.

ADOPTED

Artlcle 111
Appesl against the decision recorded in Article 89 of Acfs 1996
Committee 2 presents its Report.

An amendment to delete Ground 3 is voled upon and defeated.

Material: :
Agenda item 8.18 - appeal from the Church of Mount Nasura against the decision recorded
in Article 89 of the Acts of Synod 1998

Decision:
to reject the appeal

Grounds:

1. Synod 1896's final decision can be seen as a modification to the Church of
Armadale’s original proposal. Synod would bacome unworkable if it could not make
modifications to proposals.

2. The comments relating to Galatians 6:10 were already considered by Synod 1996;

3. Although it is true that the reference to Ephesians 4:11,12 in the 1896 decision is not
appropriate, this does not alter the fact that it belongs fo the task of the deacons to
encourage and stimulate the congregation to show mercy towards those in the church
as well as towards all men.

ADOPTED

Articie 112
Reopening
Synod is re-opened in evening session, and sings Psalm 62:4

Article 113
Ecclesiastical Documents
Committee 2 presents its Report:

Materlal:
Agenda item 11.12 - Report from the church of Keimscott regarding the Form for Emeritus
Declaration

Decision:
Synod adopts the Form for Emeritus Declaration as proposed
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Grounds:

1. Deputies appointed by Synod 1996 were not able to delect an inconsistency between
this Form and Article 13 of the Church Order;

2. The fact that Article 13 says nothing about the involvernent of either the Classis
Church or the Deputies for Article 48 of the Church Order, does not make Aricle 13
inconsistent with the proposed Form, which is for the Classis Church, and which
assumes the involvement of Deputies for Arlicle 48.

3. Aricle 13 does not deal with the retirement procedure for ministers.

ADOPTED

{The text of the adopted Form can be found in Appendix 14 to these Acts)

Articie 114
Nicene Creed
Committee 2 presents its Report:

Materiai:
Agenda item 11.7 - Report of Deputy for the revision of the Nicene Creed

Decisions:

1. to thank the deputy for the work done and discharge him.

2. o defer a decision regarding adoption of a revised edition of the Nicens Creed until
the version adopted by the 1898 Synod of the Canadian Reformed Churches is
available.

3. to appoint a Deputy to report to Synod on this adopted version.

Ground:

The Canadian Reformed Churches have recently adopted a revised text of the Nicene
Creed. 1t is betler to wall with 2 decision on this.matter until this text is available and
looked into. :

ADOPTED

Article 115
Archives and Library of Synod
Commiitee 2 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda items 11.1 - Deputies Report; and 11.2 - Deputies for inspection of the Archives

and Library of Synod Report,

Dscisions:

1. 1o receive the Report of the Deputies for the Archives and Library of Synods, as well
as the Repon of the Deputies for the inspection of the Archives and Library of Synod;

2. to thank the Church of Mount Nasura for the care of the Archives and L!brary, as well
as the Church of Byford for the inspection, and discharge them,

3. to thank the Librarian sister J VanderPlas, for the work donsg;
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4. to accept that Acts of the Closed Sessions of Synods 1992 and 1984 are lost;

8. 1o prepare an slectronic version of the index of Synod’s Archives, to be available from
the Librarian upon request;

6. 1o ask Deputies for Relations with other Churches to register with the Librarian, any
unregistered Acts of Synods of other Churches that they may have in their
possession as weil as any Acis of Synods thaey may recsive;

7. to add to the Instructions for the Archivist (Appendix K, Acts Synod 1892) the
instruction to show in future Reports to Synod only those items that were added since
their previous Repott;

8. toinclude in the Acts a listing of only those items that were added to the Archives and
Library since the 1996 Report;

9. o include the amended instructions for the Archivist as an Appendix to the Acts; (see
Appendix 11)

10. to re-appoint the church of Mount Nasura as Archivist, and the church of Byford for
the inspection of Archives and Library

Ground:
The listing suppiied in the Archivist's Report is voluminous and consumes significant
rasources both in its distribution to the churches and in reprinting it in the Acts.

ADOPTED

Article 116
Deputies for Articies 48 and 76 of the Church Order
Committee 3 presents its Report:

Material:
Agenda ltem 11.14 - Deputies for Articles 48 and 76 of the Church Order

Observation:

Deputies report that their only activity was for ona of them to attend the church of Byford
sitting as Classis for the church of Bedfordale in conducting the colloquium for Rev PKA
De Boer.

Decislon:
Synod receives the Deputies Report for information

ADOPTED

Article 117

Deputies for Article 66 of the Church Order
Committee 2 presents its Report:

Materlal:
Agenda item 11.15 — Deputies Report

Decision:
To thank the Deputies and discharge them from their task.
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Ground:
Article 66 of the Church Order requires that Synod appoints a church for the fask it

describes.
ADOPTED

Article 118
Convening Church for next Synod
Committes 2 presents its Report. After amendment it reads:

Materiai:
Agenda item 15 - Appaintment of convening church, and place & time of next Synod

Decisions:
1. to appoint the church at West Albany as convening church for the next Synod
2. to convene the next Synod in June 2000

Grounds:
1.  Synod accepted the recommendation to improve the rotation of Synod locations

betwaen different geographic areas.
2. The month of Juns has been an acceptable time of the year.

ADOPTED

Article 118

Adjournment

Elder J Eikeiboom asks Synod to sing Psalm 119: 55 and 65, and then leads in prayer.
The chairman adjourns Syrod.

Thursday, 17 Sepitember 1998

Article 120

Re-opening

The chalrman Rev ¢ Bouwman asks Synod fo sing Hymn 49, reads from Scnpture 2
Chronicles 31, and leads in prayer. All delegates are present.

Article 121

Church Vigitation Reporis

Synod goss into Closed Session to deal with Church Visitation Reports.

Syncd decides that the documents need not be returned to the First Clerk for destruction.

Article 122
instructions from the churches (refer Articles 10, 13, 17, 24, 28, 33, 58, 64, 74, 98,

105}
Synod continuas in Closed Sassion on this matter. A proposal is tabled and voted upon, as

follows:
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Matorial:

1. The instructions from the churches of Armadale, Byford, Legana and Mount Nasura.
Legana request that the unpublished book of Rev F J vanHulst be accepted as
background information. Since this work is unpublished, can be revised and can
even be retracted, it is good to accept it for background information only.

2. Report of Synod’s Committee (cf Acts of Synod 1998 Launcesion, Article 28),

Evaluation:

1. Rev FJ vanHulst states: ‘one should not tall their children too often that they must love
the Lord. That can only frustrate them becauss it is not in them. From nature they
hate God. Those who lay it upon the heart of their children that they must love the
Lord sow seeds of hypocrisy. What you must tell is that the Lord loves them. This
love of God includes that He accepts them unconditionafly.”

The question is not whether children must lova the Lord, but how they are taught to love
the Lord. It is of first importance for parents to teach their children the love which the Lord
has shown them. Howaver, giving undus stress 1o the indicative (that God loves them) at
the cost of the imperative (that they must fove God) could distort the truth and bring one
into a false dilemma. One must teach the children about God's lave for them. “When your
son asks you in time to coms, saying, 'What is the meaning of the tsstirmonies, the
statutes, and the judgements which the LORD cur God has commanded you?' then you
shall say to your son: 'We were slaves of Pharach in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out
of Egypt with a mighty hand...” (Deut 6:20-21). But the same portion of Scripture teaches
us that we must tell our children to love the Lord. The so-called “Shema lsrael” (Hear, O
Israel) attained almost creedal status and was indelibly imprinted upon the heants of all
Israglite children. For the Lord said, “Hear, O Israsl: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one! You shail love the LORD your God with all your hearl, with all your soul, and with
all your strength. And these words which | command you today shalf be in your heart.
You shall teach them dlilgently to your children” (Deut 6:4-7). Inasmuch as the summary
of the law still applies to us in the New Testament, these words of Moses are no less
pertinent for us today and are included when Paul exhorts parents “fo bring [their children]
up in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph 6:4). We must remember that God is
pleased to work faith in our children by means of *holy admonitions™ of the gospel and by
means of “discipline” (Canons, /1Y, 17).

2. Rev FJ vanHulst states, “Perhaps it is nscessary, for all clarity, to point out the
difference between living under the law and living with commandments.” *You do not
find a law in the New Testament. This new Christian life is not bound to a law. That
would not be possible because we live, not under the law, but under grace (Romans
6:14). Whai is the difference? It is this: a law is a list of commandments with
sanction. Itis the threat of punishment which makes the commandmenis into a law.”
Thus, he says: “In the New Testament nc law is given to the believers. Those who
have recsived the Holy Spirit have initially enough. The Lord Jesus had already
promised the Spirit of truth would direct them the way of the full truth (John 16:13)”
He insists that “..the heathen (Christian) get not a single law laid upon them! Not
even the Ten Commandments.”

a. While the term Jaw’ has various nuances in the New Testament, one should not
make a distinction between the “aw” and the “commandmenis.” For Paul uses these
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terms interchangeably: “Owe no ons anything except to love one another, for he who
loves another has fulfilied the law. For the commandments, *You shall not commit
adultery,” "You shall not murder,” (cf also Matt 5:17-18). The Heidselberg Catechism
does not make a distinction between the “law” and the “commandments” (Heidelberg
Catechism Q/A 82).

Scripture teaches that there is a law for believers in the New Testament. In Matthew
5 quoted above, Christ upholds the law and even teaches the desp meaning of the
law. He teaches that our rightecusness must be greater than that of the scribes and
Phariseas (Mat 5:20) who ‘heglaected the weightier matters of the law” (Mat 23:23).
For as we confess in Heidelberg Catechism (VA 87 those who live contrary to the law
of God will not be saved. In Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 91, we learn that the law is
still in force as the norm for good works. The gospel of salvation by grace through
faith does not make the law void as the norm for a sanctified life, as Paul teaches in
Romans 3:31: “Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly notf On the
contrary, we eslablish the law.” Paul also makes it evident that he earnestly desires
in his inward self to keep God's law, which is holy, just and good. (cf. Romans 7:12-
24). Elsewhere Paul shows that the law is still in force just as in the old dispensation,
when he summarises the law, as Moses did before Him: For the commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery,” "You shall not murder,” "You shall not steal,” "You
shall not bear false witness,” "You shall not covet,” and if there is any other
commandmeni, are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your
neighbour as yourself’, (Romans 13:2 cf. Lev 18:18). '

To preach the commandments as though Christians must keep them to eamn their
own salvation by their own ability definitely leads to legalism. - Christ, however, not
only redeems us, but also renews us. Therefore ‘we must do good works”
(Heidsiberg Catechism CV/A 86). God ‘requires” obedience 1o His law (cf. Heidelberg
Catechism QYA 84, 96, 89, etc). This obedience arises out of the eamast deslrs to
show God our love (John 14:15) and to glorfy Him through it {cf Mat 5:16 "Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven” Romans 2:21-24 “You, therefora, who teach another, do you not ieach
yourseif? You who preach that a man shouid not steal, do you steal? You who say,
*Do not commit adultery,* do you commit aduftery? You, who abhor idols, do you rob
temples? You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonour God through
breaking the law? For "the name of God is blasphemed amony the Gentiles because
of you,” as it is written”). Thus preaching the covenant obligations must not be
regarded as legalism, nor as an attempt to eamn anything by ong's obedience.

The fact that belisvers have received the Holy Spirit, who writes the law of God upon
thelr hearts, does not take away the need for (the strict preaching of) the law for
belisvers. It is through the continual preaching of the law that the Holy Spirit writes
the law of God upon the hearts of His people. For this reason the prophets of the old
dispensation and the aposties in the new dispensation continued to keep God's
people under the preaching of the covenant obligation (1 Cor 7:19; 1 John 2:3; 3:24;
5:2; 2 John 1:6; Rev 14:12; 22:14). “So those who glve or raceive instruction in the
church should not dare fo tempt God by separating what He in His -good pleasure has
willed to be closely joined together. For grace is conferred through admonitions, and
e more readily we do our duly, the more this favour of God, who works in us usually
manifests itseif in its lustre, so His work best proceeds.” (Canons, HiiV,17).

As far as “sanctions” in the New Testament are concemad, they remaln in effect for

all of God's people. After listing the sins of the saints in Galatia, Paul wams them
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“that those who practise such things will not inherit the kingdom of God{Gal 5:21).
Paul did the same when he warns the saints in Corinth: “Do you not know that the
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Naither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodornites, nor
thisves, nor covelous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor exiortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God (1 Cor 6:9-10; cf. also Meb 6:1-4; 10:26ff). Paul repeats a similar exhortation
to the saints in Ephesus and in Rome (cf. Eph 5:5,6; FHomans 2:2-3; Heidelberg
Catechism Q/A 87). In the Canons of Dori, we confess ‘Uust as if has pleased God to
begin this work of grace in us by the preaching of the gospel, 50 He maintains,
continues and perfects it by the hearing of His Word, by meditation on if, by its
exhortations, threals and promisss and the use of the sacraments” (Canons, V, 14).

3.. Rev FJ vanHulst stales “The absoiute impossibility for men fo fulfii the covenant
obligation drives the belfiever to Christ who must then do it for him, Christ fulfils the
impossible demand of the covenani. With this, the obligation of covenant cbedience
falls away for those who believe in Christ.”

It is true that Christ fulfils the obligation in the covenant for the believer so that a believer's
rightecusness, upon which his justification depends, is derived from Christ. it is not true,
however, that “the obligation of covenant obedience falls away for those who bslisve in
Christ.” The Spirit's work of sanctification induces and enables believers to fulfil the
obligation of the covenant, as Paul teaches in Romans 8:3-4 “Ha condamnsd sin in the
flash, that the righteous reguirement of the law might be fulfiled in us who do not walk
according to the flash but according to the Spirit.” Paul says that “we are created in Christ
Jesus for good works” which are those works done according to God's law (¢f. Heidelberg
Catechism /A 91). We also confess in Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 113 that “not even the
slightest thought or desire contrary to any of God’s cormnmandments should aver arise in
our hean.”

4. Rev FJ vanHulst concurs with the following statement: “The regenerated does not
have to be awakened fo obey the obligation of the covenant. MHe does not want
anything different. He cannot do anything different becauss, after all, he has been
regenerated. He is a new creation. You do not need to come to him with a law. He
looks for all the commandments. He gladly likes to fulfil them. This does not happen
without struggle. But it doss happen. That is the new obediencs.”

it is far too optimistic a view of the regenerated man to say that hs “cannot do anything
different, although "not without struggle.” For while those who are regenerated do begin to
live according to all the commandments of God, that beginning is small (cf Heidelberg
Catechism Q/A 114). Thus the apostle Paul says, “For what | am doing, | do not
understand. ...For what | will to do that | do not praciice; but what | hate, that | do. For the
goaod that | will to do, | do not do; but the evil | will not to do, that | practice. ...O wretched
man that | am! Who will defiver me from this body of death? (Romans 7:15,18,24). Else-
where, Paul confesses that he has not yet reached the goal of perfection (cf. Phil 3:12).
Because of indwelling sin that remains in us, Scripture repsatedly places the imperative of
“be holy” besides the indicative of “you ars holy.”
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Scripture teachaes that due to indwsliing sin even the regenerated can fall into sin and need
o be awakenad 1o new obedience. David was “a man after God's heart” (Acls 7:48). He
neverthaless had to be awakensad by Nathan the prophet from his disobsdiencs o God's
law concerning his sin with Bathshebah (ef. 2 Sam 11-12).

Furthermore, Scripture and confession teach that God comes to0 His people with a law.
Christ said to his disciples, “.but whoever ... feaches them [le. the law or the
commandments], he shail be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Mat 5:19). We
confess (Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 115} that the law is to be striclly preached to the
converied “so that...ws may never stop striving to be renewed more and more after God's
image, until after this life we reach the goal of perfaction.”

Decisions:

1. from the above, Synod conciudes that Rev FJ vanHulst's teachings of regenerat«on

and conversion affect his teachings on the law, and so distort the full biblical

massage

to forward this evaluation and decision to Rev FJ vanHulst and to the consistory of

Launceston

3. to forward this and the previous evaluation and decision (cf Acts, Art 28 Decision 4) to
the Church of Legana in answer to their request for advice

™

ADOPTED

Article 123

Adoption of Acis

Synod adopts the Acts of Clossd Sessions.
Synod adopts Articles 104 to 119 of the Acis.

Article 124
Synod Treasurer's Report and Budget

Material:

Agenda items 11.3 - Synod Treasurer's Report; 11.3.1 - Draft Budget for Synod 1998
(dated 26 May 1998) and Revissd Draft Budget for Synod 1998 (dated 4 September 1998);
11.4 - Auditors for Synod Treasury; 12 - Audit of Treasurers books and discharge of
Treasurer; and 13 - Calculation of the percentages of the churches’ share of Synod costs

Obssrvations:

1. Synod's Treasurer prepared a Revised Draft Budget io take into account Synod's
decision in June to adjourn o Seplember. As shown, the Revised Drafl Budget
allows increased costs only for Budget items 1 fo 15, fotailing $23,500 (from $23,900
to $47,400). Total Budget costs become as shown - $61,200

2. The Draft Budgst in ltem 40 allows for 1 pulpit exchange per year to Tasmama (@
$1500), while Synod decided to increase the number of exchanges to 6 per ysar.
This will increase the estimate for this item to $9,000; and. total Budgst costs to
68,700.

3. The Draft Budget makes no allowance for visits to the Presbytenan Churches of
Eastern Australia, the Philippines and South Africa, and an extra visit to Indonesia.
These would add an estimated $8000 to the Budgst, making the fotal § 76,700.
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Decisions:

1. 1o accept the Treasurer's statement of receipts and expenditure for the period 1-2-96
to 31-1-88;

to thank the Treasurer for the work done and discharge him;

to receive the Report of the Auditors for the Synod Treasury;

to thank the Auditors for the work done and discharge them;

to delete items 18 (Bible Translation) and 34 (Revision Church Order} from the Draft
Budget as being no longer necessary;

approve the inclusion of Deputies Travel costs mentionad in Observation 3;

to adopt the Draft Revised Budget as amended by Synod;

to adopt the cost sharing arrangsment proposed by the Synod Treasurer.

PN GALN

ADOPTED

Article 125
Appolintments
In Closed Session the Executive presents a Draft Appcintments paper:

1. Publication of the Acts - the First Clerk

2. Archives and Library of Synods - the Church of Mount Nasura
Acts, Article 115

3. Inspection of Archives and Library - the Church of Byford
Acts, Article 115

4. Treasurer of Synod - Ad. Hordyk with JG Versiuis as alternate
Acts, Article 124

5. Auditors for Synod Treasury - the Church of Kelmscott
Acts, Article 124

6. Deputies for Relations with Other Churches ~

General Convener; Reversnd C Bouwman
General Secretary: JL van Burge!

The duties of the General Secretary are:

to take care of the central post office box,

to distribute the mail,

to act as recording clerk for the combined meetings, and

to acknowledge correspondence not applicable to Deputies, and if
necessary to pass it on to the churches.

6.1 Sister Churches - Canada, The Netherlands, Korea, South Africa
Acts, Articles 68, 102, 67, 81
Convener: Reverend C Bouwman
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AMC Bruning

HJ Dekkar

PO Posthuma
Ajternate: 3B Veenendaal

6.2 Other Churches (Reformed) - Reformed Churches of New Zealand, Reformed
Churches of Australia, Philippines, Indonssia
Acts, Atticies 89, 78, 94, 76, 77

Convener: Reverend W Huizinga

J Bosveld

Reverend PKA DaBoer

W Geurts

JL van Burgel

Revarend A van Dalden

J van Dijk

Altermnate: SH Terpstra

6.3 Other Churches (Presbyterian) - Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia,
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of ireland, Free Church of Scotland
Acts, Article 23

Convener: Reverand A Veldman
J Bruning
H Olde
Reverend J Poppe
Reverend W vanderJagt
Alternate: P Termpstra

All Deputies will work under one umbrella. The various Deputies will do their own work and
are responsible for thelr own Repott to Synod. The three deputyships will meet together
as needed fo inform and consult with sach other regarding their work. Deputies shall
present their final Report for interaction and consultation by the fuli deputyship before
sending it to Synod.

7. Deputies for Training for the Ministry -
Acts, Article 100
Convaner: Reverend C Bouwman
M(urray) Plug
AT Schisbaan
A van Lesuwen
Alternate: R(ichard) Heerama

8. Deputy for the Nicene Creed - Reverend A Van Deldsn
Acts, Article 114

9. Pulpit Exchanges - Hev A Veldman, in consuitation with his consistory
Acts, Arlicls 36
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10. Deputies for the Civil Registration of the Frae Reformed Churches of Australia
Acts, Article 109
Convener: SC Fokkema
S Herbert

11. Deputies for the formation of Classes ~ the Church of Mount Nasura
Acls, Article 95

12. Deputy for Synod Audio Equipment - E 4 Hart

13. Classis Church: the next church in alphabstical order.
Second-appeal Church: the preceding church in alphabetical order,

It should be understood that if another church is instituted, it will take its place in
accordance with the alphabetical order in the table below:

the Classis Church is the Second-appeal Church is
for Albany © Armadale Waest Albany
for Armadale Byford Albany
for Byford Kelmscott Armadals
for Kelmscott Launceston Byford
for Launceston Legana Kelmscott
for Legana Mount Nasura Launceston
for Mount Nasura  Rockingham Legana
for Rockingham West Albany Mount Nasura
for West Albany  Albany Rockingham

14. Deputies for Church Visits - The ministers (convener: Reverend A Veldman)
Alternates - the convener may request the consistory of the church neighbouring the
one to be visited to appoint an experienced elder from its midst.

15. Deputies for Articles 48 and 76 of the Church Order —
Acts Article 116
Convener: Reverend PKA De Boer
PO Posthuma
Reverend A Veldman

16. Deputies for Article 66 of the Church Order - the Church of Launceston
Acts, Article 117

17. Deputies for auditing the books of Deputies for Training for the Ministry
Acts, Article 100
Tha Church of Mount Nasura

18. Convening church for the naxt Synod
Acts, Article 118
the Church of West Albany

ADOPTED
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Article 126

Guestions afier Articls 41 of the Church Qrder

Synod resumss in Open Session.

The chairman asks the prescribed questions. All the churches answer the questions to the

satisfaction of Synod.

Article 127
Censure aceording to Article 47 of the Church Order
The chairman states that there is no nead for censure.

Article 128

Adoption of Acts and Approval of Press Release
Synod adopts Articles 120 to 132 of the Acits.

The Press Release is approved.

Articlte 129
Personal Questions
No delegate makes use of the opporiunity.

Articie 130

Presentations

The chairman expresses the appreciation of the delegates for the excellent organisation
and care by the convening Church. On behalf of Synod he presents a number of book
vouchers redeemabie at Launcestor’s Church Bookshop as tokens of appreciation.

Article 131
Closing Address
The chairman Rev C Bouwman speaks the following words:

Dear brothers, the time is approaching that we put a close to Synod 1998. For four weeks
we've laboured together — yes, it was four weeks; the longest by far, 'm afraid, in the
history of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia. But before we part ways, | would like
to reflect with you briefly on aspects of these four weeks.

The work we had to do was sometitmes painful, somstimes exciting, sometimes daunting —
but always brotherly. For that brotherly way we could operate together, | am, my brothers,
thankful to the Lord with all my heart. Certainly, we all had to work at listening to the other
and being big enough to accept correction, we all had to work at ensuring that our words
and our tone were edifying, but when all is said and done it is the Lord, and He alone Who
has graciously granted a spirit of unanimity and brotherly accord. Time and again we
samaestly besought the Lord to grant this spirit of unanimity, and He in boundiess mercy
has granied so very much more than we had dared io hope. So many debates saw
serious head-to-head discussions delightfuily interspersed with healthy humour; who can
forget that serious point made so vividly by the holy kiss?! The Lord has granted that we
couid walk together in brotherly love and mutual appreciation along the road of growth in
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the service of the Lord and in understanding His will for us. This is a blessing of God’s
grace that we ignore to our peril.

The fast 10 to 15 years in the history of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia have
been charactefised by too much unrest in relation to contacts with other churches. So
strong was the unrest that the churches in Synod could not find the way forward in refation
to the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia; we aven left the International Conterence
of Reformed Churches in order to preserve peace in our own churches. Butf the Lord has
granted that at this Synod we could make genuins progress in contacts with the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia — and make that progress logether. Sure, some
of us would have preferred that we take three steps forward, others of us considered one
step justified, but we've setiled for two steps. That such a decision could be made,
together, represents a historic moment in the life of our churches. May the Lord bless, for
mutual edification; may the Lord bless so that the will o work together under the authority
of God's Word, as was evident at this Synod, may transiate into other positive benefits
within the bond of churches. This, | submit, my brothers, is the challenge that flows from
the goodwill and understanding God has granted to us in our weeks together, A window of
opportunity is now open befors us, brothers; let us, please, in the wake of this Synod,
monopolise on the momenturn of the brotherly appreciation and understanding the Lord
has granted so that we overcome the differances that have troubled, eg, the Una Sancia.

But what will etch this Synod indelibly into the hearts and minds of us all is the sad reality
that we'had to investigate the teachings of one of our own ~ a brother in the Lord, a
colleague in the office. That task was so difficult, so demanding, so draining; all of us in
our own way cried in our hearis when the decision concerning our brother's doctrinat
integrity had to be made - we did not want to make the decision we knew was necessary.
But by strength the Lord has granted, we made the painful decision (be it with so many
sins and weaknesses) in the firm conviction that this is what the Head of the Church
required of His office bearers in these circumstances. So we learned anew how much we
needed each other, we leamed anew what we have in each other, we've tasted again the
valie of the bond of churches. East and West: by God's design we're geographically so
very far apart in our big land. East and Waest: by our own faliures, the great distance
between us had developed into more than geographic alone. .But God has set us side by
side again, and by means of experiences we'd hope never o face again the Head of the
Church has shown us that we nesd each other, that we love each other, that we belong
together; East needs West as much as West needs East.

My brothers in the Lord, our ways part. You who remain in Launceston, and you in Legana
too, have so very much work to do as a result of decisions made by this Synod. We want
you to know, dear brothers in the Lord, that we in the West pledge to do what we can io
support and to encourage you in the East as you continue with the task that the Head of
the Church has sovereignly laid on your shoulders. Be assurad that we will pray for you,
time and time again, in the churches and in the homes. Be assured that we shall hear
whatever request for help you feel you need to make, and shall do our best to give the heip
you require to the best of our ability. Be assured alsc that we shall not forget the minister
God has joined o this flock, nor his family; they too remain in our hearts and in our
prayers.

72



Acts of Synod

Let us all together ever remember —and remind each other of— the words God has set
before us moming by moring in the wesks of this Synod. May | leave with you the last
words we read this morning concerning the office bearer Hezekiah:

*...he did what was good and right and true before the LORD his God. And in every work
that he began in the service of the house of God, in the law and in the commandment, to
seek his God, he did it with all his heart. So he prospered” (I Chron 31:20f).

*So he prospered” — and all israel was blessed. That, my brothers, Is the only way forward
for all of us, each in our own place: seek God with all heart as we carry out the office that
the Head of the Church has enirusted to us. Then the congregations shall be blessed
through our leadership — because God is faithful.

EHRHREEGERE

My brothers, | want also yet to express a personal word of thanks. You entrusted me with
chairman’s job, and you alone can judge whether i've met your expsectations satisfactorily
or not. | do wish to compliment you for putting up so patiently with my impatience and
inexperience. | word of special thanks is in place to the brothers who sat on my right and
on my left throughout the weeks of Synod. | know | was hard; the fact that | needed a
second vice-chairman surely serves as evidence! Thank you, brothers Kleyn, vanDelden,
Eiksiboom and Poppe for the work you did in assisting a rookie in the chairl

Finally, a word of very spscial thanks needs to be extendsd to the members of the church
in Launceston. To serve our neaeds so thoroughly, and then not once but twice — you very
much have earned our desp respect and appreciation! | suggest, brothers, that a round of
applause is certainly in place for all in the congregation who loocked after us so very, very

well.

{ realise well that a physical token of appreciation would be in place for so many in the
congregation ...

{then, ad tib) ... the chairman presenis Launceston’s consislory with a new wallclock for
the consistory room ... and concludes by asking the Deputy-chalrman Rev A Van Delden
to close Synod.

Article 132

Closing

The vice-chairman Rev A Van Delden, on behalf of Synod, expresses appreciation for the
chairman’'s capable leadership in chairing Synod in a brotherly and impartial manner. He
asks those prasent to sing Hymn 40 : 1, 4 and 5 and leads in prayer.

The chairman closes the twentieth Synod of The Free Reformed Churches of Australia.
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