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of the ELEVENTH SYNOD of 
The Free Reformed Churches of Australia 
held in the Church of the Church at Launceston, 
Tasmania, from June 3rd to June 12th, 1978. 

E v e n i n g S e s s i o n, June 3rd, 1978. 

OPENING 

On behalf 
opens the 
Churches 

Church of Launceston, Rev. A.H. Dekker 
is attended by the of the 

several visitors from the Churches of Armadale 
and Launceston 
The chairman the to sing Psalm 124, leads in 
prayer and reads Revelation 3 : 7-13 and ll: 1-8. 
The words were Rev. Dekker: 

Brothers and Sisters, 
When I extent a welcome all, then I have first of all 

in mind the brothers After all, that is the 
purpose for which we have come the of 
Synod 1978. It is my that I may indeed welcome you on 
behalf of the Church of Launceston. We have a few newcomers in 
our midst, that is, there are some who never before 

to Synod, the brs. 't Hart, Van Dijk and 
~~=~·~~. Br. Kroeze was a member of one of past 

one of 1962. Br. is what we call a veteran, 
now his fourth Br. Brouwer is a special case, not because 
the number of he attended (this is only his third ) , but 
because he was a member of the very first of our 
Churches, the of 1954. the ministers Rev.K is 
present for the seventh the record set G. 

Konaen, and Rev. J.D. attends for the sixt 
for the last time, while yours is a newcomer, 

present for the second time at a Synod. It is by all of 
us that Rev Dr.S.G.Huh cannot be in our midst,due to circumstan
ces. 

We have 
Church,that is 
name we have 
alone for all that 

for 
be in the future. 

to discuss matters the 
of Jesus Christ,our Lord.In His 

to and to Him 
us a tremendous 

decide what the Church will 
is made in our midst, for the Church is 

at 
the left or to the 

the cross-roads, she can go either to 
or on, in the way the Saviour 

out in His Word. 
There are , also for us 
There is the of Independentism, the idea that it will 

be a lot easier and better if we keep to our selves as congrega-
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are ones 
are different from the difficulties of Laun-

ceston 
Schilder 

here we should not the words of Prof Dr. 
that Christ also shed His blood for the Federa-

tion of Churches 
We need each other, and we need each other 
And raise the What can be 

can be necessary, for if we ask: 
been done?n then we find that were not made 
late, and some but all bar one 

We can throw accusations at each other, but all 
may be the one more than the other therefore 

ctice. 
over. 

from the 

can come in 

"What has 
in 

We stand Churches in 'the midst of this and as Fede-
ration we have connection with other Churches, our three 
sisters, in the Netherlands, Canada and South-Africa. We have a 
'new sister in Korea but are there also other churches which we 
can sisters? This is a which to 

for our Saviour is Lord, over all His Churches. 

around us we see in this in which we live 
several Churches, which to be Reformed in doctrine. I 
mention a few, The Church in the 
the Church of Launceston had some contact with a contact 
which was broken off them. The Reformed Church, 

to deal with our contact with this denomination. 
Church of Eastern Australia, also called the Free 

Church. One of their ministers told me this week 
that their last decided to contact us, we have not 
heard from 

We have come , with 9 the three 
we have about 1700 members. A small num
million inhabitants of this continent 

What can we do? What is our task? 
Tr is more than 25 years ago that our were in-

stituted. Armadale commemorated that fact in 1976, and Launceston 
and in 1977. 24 years ago the first was held. We can 
go back to the and ask for the ideas of the first 
Did just have a great vision 
the Church has a task over those who are outside? In this 
connection I may to what Schilder wrote in his booklet "Your 
Ecumenical Task11

• 
11However I tell you: Your ecumenical task, 

your mandate is faithful 
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That is 
We do 
We 

task as 
have to ask for 

do our task 

Jesus Christ. 

But 

we read from Christ's 
small Church, with little 

we make on this nation. 

had set an open door before it. 

We have also read in Revelation ll that there will come a time 
that the witness of the Church will of the 
witnesses is finished. We are not of history. 

We still work in the streets of the Great , where our Lord 
was crucified. that we do not serve a dead Jesus, but a 

one. 
also, with His present at this , He walks 

candlesticks of our Churches. There is an open 
door , that is the Biblical faith. 

our Saviour 
We have come His Church, this 
is of His work. Here, at , the 

Churches have come task which Christ has 
them to do. it be done in faith in His power. So 
that the result of this may be of His 

With these words I declare the of the Free Refer-
med Churches of Australia 

After the address, the Psalm 122: 2, 3. 

2 
CREDENTIALS 

The roll of the three Churches; two de

from the 

from the Church of Armadale: 

Rev. 
elder L. t Hart 
elder J. Brouwer 

Rev K 
elder H. 

The Churches are 
, namely: 

elder J. Van Dijk 

from the Church of Launceston: Rev. A.H. Dekker 
elder J. Kroeze 
elder D. Van 
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3 

The 

MODERAMEN 

officers are chosen: 

assessor 
first clerk 
second clerk 

Rev JaD. 
Rev A.H. Dekker 
Rev. K. 
Elder L. 't Hart 

The declares the for constituted; 
of thankfulness to the Church of Launceston for the 
the and the of the It is his wish that 
the may be fruitful for the Churches and may be 
the of the Lord 

AGREEMENT WITH THE THREE FORMS OF UNITY 

The asks the their with 
Three Forms of up. This takes 

to the matter the 
Rev. dr Huh on the sub lOb. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

a. from for w~th Sisterchurches 
on behalf of the Canadian Reformed Churches greet1ngs 
and best wishes for the 

b. a similar letter from the in Sth. Africa 
c. a similar from the in the Netherlands 
d. an from Rev. A.H. Dekker at Launceston 
e. an from br. B. at A. 

The first clerk conveys the contents of the letters sub a, b, and 
c to ; d and e are added to the sub 

AGENDA 

The is 

Schedule of 
Pr<~P<)ScLLs: ARMADALE: 

as follows: 

of closure. 

sermons. 
within 6 weeks 

of to Dutch 
Church book; use and evaluate the 
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b. 
c. Doe-

d. matters 
per instruction. 

e. Alteration to instructions for 
Reports 

b. 3 

c. 
Armadale and 

e. 
f. 
g. 

mination. 

the 
of Armadale 

h. From 
i. 
j. 
k. 

Order. 
l. From for the 

m. 
n. 

the Word Art. 64. 

s~sterchurches abroad. 

and Church 

for the of 

of the Bible. 
with the 

Reformed Churches. 
o. From the of 

of 
Determination of costs share formula. 
Appo~ntment of conven~ng church for next 
Bus~ness Art. 41 c.o. 
Discipline after Art. 43 c.o. 
Personal Business. 

of the Acts of 
of the Press report. 

Closlng. 

7 
WORKING J:lllETHOD 

The hours of are fixed. 

10.00 a m. 
2.00 p.m. 
7. 30 p.m. 

to 
to 
to 

The 

12.30 
4.00 
9. 30 

7--

income and ex~ 

Wlll be held from 

p m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 



. A.H. Dekker method of the 
The items for the 

of the Churches 
and concern1ng 
w1th the Presb. Reformed Church in Australia; the 
w1ll be reserved for 

8 
ADJOURNMENT 

Psalm 12 1s sung; the leads 1n prayer the 
1s ourned til , June 5th, the Lord will 

e s ~ June 5th. 

Artic 9 

OF THE MEETING 

The lS the president reads l Cor1nthians 1: 1-1 
and leads in prayer. 

Artlc 10 
WORKING METHOD 

The Synod deals with Rev. Dekker1 s proposal concern1ng the 
method of the The to appoint 3 committees 
wh1ch take part of the aqenda and forward proposals. It 1s 
dec1ded not to appo1nt committees as proposed by Rev. Dekker 
Synod wtll try to work 1n rounds of d1scussion. 
The proposal of the Church of Albany (ag.9al w1ll be dealt Wlth at 
the end of 
The times of meals are f1xed. 
The to the reports-Church v1s1tat1on before 
they will be discussed 1s not accepted. Synod decides that the 
Acts and Press release will be read out and adopted 1n the sh 

at the of every morning sess1on. 
It 1s also decided to instruct the first clerk to care for an un
offlcial Dutch translation of the Acts 1n a separate icat1on. 
The Acts, Art. 1-8 and press release are read and 

DEPUTIES re ENGLISH SERMONS 

The discussion the proposal of Armadale to re 
Engl1sh sermons (ag. sub 9) resulted 1n the decision: 
Synod w1ll not but urges the Churches and the 
M1nisters to be to cooperate in sermons wh1ch 
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can 
make 

The 
should 

consideration 

and to 

Church of Armadale that 
within 6 weeks closure 9b ) is 

STUDY CHURCH 

6c comes in discussion. The does not 
to the 

Sister-
the matter involved 

with 
in the 

into 
for Corr. with the 

Sisterchurches 

PROPOSAL ALBANY RE ART 61 ACTS 

of the of 
Council to art 61 of the Acts 1975 

the admission to the Lord's table 
from outside our Churches or from outside the 
Churches. 
The 

from countries of sisterchurches 
sisterchurches, to admit those persons to 

1. in 
or 
the 
from 

~u.w~·~·, who are able to a valid attestation 
sisterchurches; 

2. in the case of 
terchurches or 
mittance 
churches 

from countries where are no sis
sisterchurches to leave the ad

Lord1s Table to the discretion of the local 

3. in the case that persons mentioned sub-2 are admitted a 
local this church will them an attestation if 
want to visit sisterchurches in Australia, which attestation 
will be dealt with as with attestations of members, and without 

in their 

the sisterchurches in Australia will not ad
as to the celebration of the sacrament 
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to a committee to examine whether the 
the council's 

acts 1975. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The of the is to the 

E v en n g S e s s i o n , June 5th.. 

CHURCH BOOK IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The the the attendance to 
Psalm deal with 

Church 
invited to in the discussion. 

concerned are 

The after and prayer. 

s s s i o n 

RE-OPENING 

The re-opens the reads l Corinthians 1: 18- 25 
and leads in prayer. 

ACTS 

Acts art. 9 - 16 and press release are read and 

from 

METHOD 

decides to extend the afternoon sessions to 5.00 p. m. as 
wean,es:aa~, Jtme 7th. 

APPEALS 

a committee to the of the ap-
B. at A.; and another committee to prepare the deal

from Rev. A.H. Dekker. 
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of the Church of cancer-
9c ) , which is as follows: 

reformed character of the of the 
desirable to submit a minister who comes from 

doctum; the Church of propo-
ses to draw up rules for this examination" 

this and decides to 
ties to look in to the matter of the ecclesiastical ordi-
nances as art. Church Order, and at next 

The 

comes 
The 

) : 

30 
to table matters 

Churches that in accordance with 
art., XXX, 
should 

, matters which 
added to the 

to the Churches in 
instruction. 

The of the Church of the 
archives comes under discussion . sub 9e) . 

3. 

decides that the will check the secret archives on 
to the Churches, as this could not be done 

some instructions for the Church 

Church the archiveso is in 

an archivist. 
Church council the 

the archives, contents, who has received or seen 
items and which items have been involved. 

4. The Church council to 
5 The archivist 

which will be 
files 
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6a. The 

their 

or 
archives to any confes-

6b.. Persons 
a 

the Church Federation to borrow 
of or peruse any item from the archives, 

do so after due from the Church Council. 
7. Items from the secret 

2 Churches or 
8 3 months. The receiver will 

contains: 
a. a declaration not to the items of the secret 
archives; 

name of the item or items 
c. date of 
d. name and 
e return 

24 

A letter from Rev G van was received and read. 
A letter came in from Inter-Church Relation Committee of the Pres-

Church of East Australia, with christian and 
with the invitation to indicate what 
formed Churches, would desire to sustain 
East Australia. The letter was discussed. 

we, as Free Re
to the Presb. Church of 

for further contact with this Church and 
hands over the letter to a committee to prepare a 

25 
OBJECTIONS RE ARTICLE 61 ACTS '75 

The discussion on the 
Acts 1975 is continued. 

E v e n i n g s e s s i o n 

of the Church of 

June 6th. 

CHURCHBOOK IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

re Article 61.. 

150 is sung .. 
Churchbook; and the 

section as 
The list of can be used in the 
services of our Churches, is it contains the 

the numbers 6,7,10,12,13,15,17 18,21,22,26,28,30,34,43, 45, 
46,47,48,49 50,51,60,61. 
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It is recon.unend the " six Bible songs to the 
the services for a trial 

to send their criticism to the 
are instructed to the Churches with a 

of the six Bible 
contact with the Canadian 

may be achieved, 
from the Book 

services. 
1975 are 

and to re
of Praise 

forward, are 

and formulate their mandates at a 
later session 

After prayer the is 

s e s June 7th. 

The opens the reads 1 Corinthians 1 26 - 2:5, 
and leads in prayer. 

29 
ACTS 

Acts, art. 17 - 27 and press release are read and 

TRAINING MINISTRY 

a. the 

b. Churches for 12 collections each year for this 
purpose; 

c. the with the task to take up contact with 
the Board of Trustees of the Korean and 

this Board to divide the money 
d to urge the Churches of Korea to assis

tance of their students, and to ask the Sister
churches in Australia (and the Netherlands) to assist them in 
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this if necessary 

ary in 

to for 
and to instruct the 

Sisterchurches to ask in Korea 
Church life in and about the 

more informa
and Semin-

In connection with the that the Free Reformed Churches of 
Australia have one student for the of the 

and to instruct 
more information about the 

for in 

to collect 
conditions, re

either in the Nether-
lands or in Canada. 
It is further decided to approve the of to col-
lect from the Churches an amount of $3,000 for the year 1978. 

RE ACTS '75, Art.61 

ections Acts •75 art. 61 
and discussion. 

REPORT 

in closed session to deal with Church visitations 

3 
RE-OPENING 

is after dealt with the 
Church visitation and in Armadale. 

tion. 
if 
The 

PROPOSAL CHURCH VISITATION 

deals with Rev. 
The 
are 

s 
to state 

Church visita
Church visitors 

continued at a later session. 

E v e n i n g S e s s i o n June 7th. 

RULES FOR CHURCH VISITATION 

The re-opens the ; Psalm 72:1 is sung The letter 
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. Van . 24 ) is read for the 

rules 
br.S.Reitsema 

for translation and revision of the 
visitation ( ag.sub lOc ) come under discussion; 

invited to in the discussion. 
The after Psalm 72:9 and prayer. 

S e s s i o n June 8th. 

RE-OPENING 

The re-opens the reads 1 Corinthians 2:6 - 16 
and prays 

Acts 

a. 

b 

c. 

28-35 and press release are read and 

REPORT DEPUTIES FOREIGN SISTERCHURCHES 

Sisterchurches is discussed. 
the rules for with 

Church of Korea: 

to take care for each other that the doctrine, church ser
vices church and do not deviate from 
the reformed confession; 
to send each other the 
General and the 

and Decisions the 
from of 

these other churches as advisors; 
to consult each other to 
additions to confessional standards, 

forms; 

any ammendments or 
church orders or litur-

d. each other's attestations and each oth-

e. 

er1s ministers of the Word to the Word and administer 
the sacraments, what was determined at the of 
Dordrecht in 1893, in article 165, which was further detailed 
at the of in 1927 in article 161 in
cludes the closer definition made in Amsterdam in 1936, art
ical 
to be other 

It is further decided to instruct the for 
with Churches: 
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a. Church agrees with 
the rules for and accep-
ted our Churches 

b. do that is to make the 
the Free Reformed Churches and the Korean 

between 
Church 

effective as 

also decides to instruct 
with the Acts of the of 
to ask them to remain in 
Church Order the Dutch Sisterchurches 
matter to the Churches and next 

agrees that the so-called Maranatha 

the Churches 
Sisterchurches; and 

the new Churchbook and 
about t.his 

not admissible 
because is not an for members of Sister-
churches 

agrees with for ecumenical men-

APPEAL REV. DEKKER 

committee about of Rev. Dekker 
art 63, Acts 1975 
examinations of candidates ection is that 

1975 not the rules in discussion on the 
that the Churches had the final text of those 

Dekker to revoke 
the reason that its content should 

be revised 
ects the 1 and 2 of the 1975 

(acts art. 63) confirmed the decision re examin-
ation candidates as it was taken the Churches in accordance 
with the s decision 1972 1972, art. 

the 3a and b of Rev. Dekker s 
the decision 1975 art 63 ) j that 

there is reason to have the rules re examination of candidates 
the costs of the exams and the combination of 

the two examinations. 
The for the will be instructed 
to come with to the next 

DEPUTIES CORRESPONDENCE WITH GOVERNMENT 

Rev. Dekker proposes to t.o 
between the Church and State in the matter 
Biblical involved in the 
tion with the matter of divorce and the 

-16-
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ls not admissible because the 
matter conc.erned should be up the Churches. 
The that there was no contact with the Government. 

REVISION CHURCH ORDER 

of the 
new 

BIBLE TRANSLATION 

Church Order and 
Acts. 1975, art. 

same mandate .. 

instruction contact the trans-
James Version to be Thomas 

Nelson Inc , Nashville, Tenn , to obtain further information on 
this 
son 

to evaluate this Version when in 
RSV and to abandon evaluation of NASB .. 

MISSION 

deals with Mission from and Armadale. 
It is that the council of the Church of disbanded 
the mission committee because there is 
the work among the 
tion at some later 

white 

Armadale is discussed. 
finance from Holland, and the communica-

tion about mission work between the Churches are dealt with. 

The is 

to instruct the Mission Church of Armadale to con
that the Australian Churches become financ
the Sisterchurches in Holland; and to re-

till session. 

E v e n i n g S e s s i o n June 8th 
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The announces that a letter has been received from the 
Psalter Revision Committee of of the Church of 
Eastern 
about 
to the 
information 
this decision. 

This letter contains information and 
for the service. The letter is handed over 

for Church Book in the for their 
The above mentioned Committee will be informed about 

RULES FOR CHURCH VISITATION 

The 

Church Councils 

the discussion of the new Rules for Church 

will be in the 
for the use in the 

an ap
of the 

REPORT CALL OF REV. DR.. S .. G.. HUH 

The of about the call of Rev. Dr. S.G.Huh 
of Armadale. is 
The from Armadale a copy of the Form for Minis-
ters, Rev. which was witnessed two mem-
bers of the Church Council of Armadale, and the to 
authorize the Church Council of Armadale to have the official do
cument of the Form for Ministers which to the archives of 
the Churches, Rev. Dr. s. G. Huh. 
Admitted. 

48 
REPORT ARCHIVES 

The 

49 
ARCHIVES 

The 

shared 

Archives is 

that no Acts have arrived from Ameri
( Acts 1975, art. 
1975 is discussed .. The decides 
with the Presb Ref. Church will be 
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AUDITING BOOKS 

the books of are in order. 

CHURCH VISITATION 

deals with the letter from Rev. A.H. the 
seem task of the Church visitors; no 

to be made or laid down. 
decides to 

matter and to next 

52 
ADJOURNMENT 

The is after 

S e s s ~ o n June 9th. 

RE-OPENING 

The re-opens the 
leads in prayer. 

54 
ACTS 

rules 

to make concerning this 

and prayer. 

reads 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 and 

Acts art. 33-51 and Press release are read and 

55 
CHURCH VISITATION 

The continues the 
als ( Act art.Sl ) and it 
Church visitations are 
the ministers of Armadale 

-19-
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and 
the 
of 

elder (to be the Church Council) 
Church visitation at Armadale un
a minister and elder from n4~Q,U 

meets closed session .. 

way 6r another It is 
to 

After 

new mandates for them 

58 
APPEAL ALBANY 

considered the 
decision: 

the decision of 
and decides to rescind 

of 

expresses the 
go on under the 

be extended in one 
new and 

makes the fol-

art.61, may lead to 

states that in cases of visitors from outside the bond of 
Churches the rules laid down in article 61 of Church Order should 
be observed 

MISSION 

decides instruct concerned to draw up: 

a. rules of br. P. 't Hart's 
b. rules for examination of br. •t Hart; 
and to to the Churches and 

ADJOURNMENT 

meets in closed session. 
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RE-OPENING REPORT PRESBYTERIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

After the session, the deals with re-
Reformed Church of Australia. 
admissible as far as the interim is 

concerned; rest of it is admissible as from the 
convener of the 

is to sess1.on. 

E v e n i n g S e s i o n June 9th 

Psalm 116 1 is sung. 
from Launceston is absent. Br.P 

manse the roll testified 
to agree with the Three Forms of 

Article 63 
REPORT PRESBYTERIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

Reformed Church is further dealt with. 

Synod, 

decision is 

discussed the 
continue talks with the 

differences and 

tact which aims at 

decides 
P.R.C. 

new de
that the 

nature that con-

to write an to rect1fy Synod decides to 
their distortion 
where we believe 

and to try to out to them 
the Reformed doctrine. 

Deputies shall send the draft the Churches for 
t1on before it to of the Presb. Ref. Church. 
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FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EAST AUSTRALIA 

A draft letter to the Presb. Church of Australia is tabled 
and discussed. 
A letter to the Committee for Psalter of the same Church is read 
and 

65 
ADJOURNMENT 

9 a.m. after 

e s June lOth. 

Art..icle 
RE-OPENING; ACTS 

·rhe is 
The reads l Corinthians 23 and leads in prayer. 

art. 52-65 and Press release are read and 

Article 67 
CLOSED SESSION 

Synod meets in closed session. 

68 
RE-OPENING 

The is the 
closed session dealt with 
and . sub Se) ected. 

Article 69 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EAST AUSTRALIA 

in 
Launceston 

A letter to Presb. Church of East Australia is read and 
ed; this letter will be in the Acts. 

Article 70 
APPOINTMENT DEPUTIES AND INSTRUCTIONS 

Synod 
lows: 

and formulates their instructions as fol-
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1 • 

3. 

4. 

s. 

arch1.ves of the Church of Armadale. 
as in Acts art. 23. 

of the archives of the Church of 

to to next and as stated in Acts, 

Treasurer br. J.Kroeze, 22 Pomona Rd Riverside 
7250. Secundus: br.F.Streefland, 

a. to table a written 
b. the Churches 

sible; 

at 
with 

c. to have his books and documents audit 
the Launceston which shall re-

to the next 

ad art. 49 and 79 c.o the Ministers and the elders 
brs J. Brouwer, 

H. 
P. 

, Armadale; 
.._ .. ,,y,.;;;u""'""''="•;;;, Launceston 

a. to 
the 
of 

b. to forward 
Sisterchurches; 

c. to inform the 
time of the 
to them at 
that 

with Sisterchurches: Rev. 
Huh br. J. Zuidema. Convener Rev 

Churches those items from 
with Sisterchurches which are 

the Churches in Australia; 
of the Acts of this to the 

Sisterchurches of the place and the 
and to send the 

six weeks prior to the commencement of 

d. to be in contact with those Churches 
which are faithful to the , and to see if we can 
enter into with them; 

e. to inform the Churches as soon as an invitation or announ
cement of a of one of the Sisterchurches 
comes in, so that the Churches may determine if one of thE:: 
office bearers is able to represent our Churches there; 

f. as is decided in Acts, art. 30 and 38; 
g. to report to the Churches three (3) months before next 

nod and also to the Synod itself. 

-23-



6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

for with 
and secretary of every 

Government: the chairman 
. Convener Rev .H.Dekker. 

a Churchbook in Rev. A. H. 
Groenewold br J. 
a. to continue efforts aimed a 

based Church Book 
b. the Acts, art. 26 and 45; 

for the 
Convener Rev. A H. 

Bible translation: the Ministers, 

as stated in Acts art. 42. 

Dekker, (Convener), 
Instructions: a. 

of the Word Rev. A,H. 
Salomons. 

for to stu-
dents after the rules of art 19 c.o ; 

b. as stated Acts art. 30 and 39; 
c. to have the books and documents audited 

the Church of Launceston, which shall re-
port to next 

10. ecclesiastical ordinances: Rev.A . Dekker 
convener, brs. G. Numan and . Salomons. 

as stated in Acts art. 21 

11. for Contact ( ) with the Reformed 
Church: the Ministers (convener, Rev. A.H. Dekker). 

as stated in Acts, art. 63. 

12. for Contact with the Church of East 
Australia: the Ministers (convener Rev. A.H. Dekker). 

as stated in Acts art. 63. 

13. Mission the Church of Armadale. 
a. to act as address Church; 
b. to carry out the Mission mandate in accor

dance with the Accord of 
c. as stated in Acts, art. 59. 

14. re Mission Worker: Rev. K. ~ convener, 
and Rev. dr. S.G. Huh. 
I as stated in Acts art. 59. 

15. for Church visitation: the Ministers and elders 
appointed by the Church councils. 

as stated in Acts, art. 55. 
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16. for Rules Church visitation and Rules for Synod: br. 
J. Brouwer, convener; br. L. t Hart and br. J. 

as stated in Acts, art 41 and 55. 

17. Deputies for translation and revision of Church Order: Rev. 
dr. S.G. Huh, br. H. (convener) and br. J. Bruning. 

as stated in Acts, art. 41. 

18. Church for the 
Librarian: br. 

Church of Arrnadale. 

19. Church of Armadale. 
as stated in Acts, art. 72. 

21. books: Church of Launceston. 
audit the books of the treasurer, and 

for the of the Word, and tc 
report at the 

71 
COST OF SYNOD 

The cost of 
Albany 23% 
Armadale 56% 
Launceston 21% 

is divided as follows: 

72 
CONVENING CHURCH AND NEXT SYNOD 

It 1s decided that the Church of Armadale W.A. 
next Synod in 1980, the Lord will 

73 
ART. 43 C.O. 

There 1s no business ad art. 43 C.O. 

74 
ART. 41 C.O. 

There is no business ad art. 41. C.O. 
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75 
BROTHERHOOD PORT MORESBY 

The of Launceston ask information about the situation of 
the brotherhood in Port The Church Council of Armadale 
will the information 

76 
REPORTS 

The fol decision is made: of all 
to be made and sent to the Churches in (if 
1n Dutch) at least three months before the start 
unless otherwise in the instruction of 

which are sent later than the wil 
inadmlss unless decides otherwise. 

NUMBER OF DELEGATES 

of the Church of sub 
number of , and decides to maintain a 

number of three ( Acts 1975, art. 19 ) . It is the of the 
that the increased number of benefits the work of 

Synod. 

78 
CLOSING SESSION 

Synod will be closed on , June 12 at 8.pm. 

79 
ADJOURNMENT 

The is ourned after and prayer. 

E v e n i n g S e s s i o n June 12th. 

80 
RE-OPENING 

The is The reads 1 Corinthians 3:16-
4:5, and leads in prayer; the verses land 4 of Psalm 93 are sung. 

81 
ACTS AND PRESS RELEASE 

Acts art. 66-80 and Press release are read and 
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82 
WORD OF 

The assessor takes the chair and thanks Rev. J.D. 
for way in which he has led 

receives the wishes that the Lord 
w1ll to one of the 

him when he 
in Canada. 

Artl.cle 8 

·rhe 

Brot.hers 

to you as an 
of wh1ch the 

delivers address -· 

Sisters. 

much time to relate. 

Even before the start of this 
er 1t would j the costs. No 

no hot issues 
churches on course or to 
hor1zons. As as that 

in the life of the 

wheth
on the 

the 
new 

have 
not 

been held or been or just Time and money 
would have been saved and could have been invested in more useful 
projects 1n God 1 s service. Indeed no incisive decisions were 
made this for instance in the field of the mission; nor 
could a modern Bible Version be recommended to the churches, at 

last; neither were windows to new and vistas 
of contacts with other churches of the Lord Jesus Christ in this 

or overseas. No sensational - if this word may be used -
made in any field of our churchlife. Besides, 
that this could have been 

ional - that side was above 
but some could not be in time or even not be at all at 
synod with reports. 
which we all can be 

All 1n all lt was not exact the of 

There is of course a br side 
prof. H. Bavinck who must have said 
churches have done more harm than 

lieve it was 

to the churches. 

+ O.L 

If that 
1s true, we may in any case comfort ourselves with this 
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that this s 
to the Churches. It 

cause 1t had not much to 

However, I 
th1s in such a 
said of other 
I believe that this 
the churches. 

ma1.n5 
Church of 
than 
the 

dr1ve the 
::annat be 
of one another as one 

bond churches. 
an 1 

back to their church 
w1ll influence the 
been a bless and worth the effort. 

be-

But there is more. For it may be true that this was a 
synod without 
synod of small 

for the future. 

decisions, 
yet these 
To mention 

without 
small 

a few of 

achievements, a 
were not thout 

them at last an 
Bible Version may be just around the corner. As to the 

m1ssion, the churches are , to take more responsl-
bi and sacrifice upon themselves for the effort. 
Who knows how this will be blessed. to visitors church-

the churches are back 
reset in a , from which 
and follow a better course for the solution of this 
there was the selection of a selection much more 
to all the churches than the one wasf so that 
this respect also may be 

Another item with which dealt for many hours was the 
translation and revision or the rules for churchvisitation. The 
value of this is not that we have new rules 
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much in 
many and 

There were of course also 
selves discussed in 
show to the churches in concrete 
can the mutual 

way 

t 

dear to 

as 
foundation that 
foundation can no 
all men, in all 
foundation, as 

else 
his Word. 

it will not be 
and 
iour. 
that what 

faith in a 

must remain 
take our 

tion, we will receive the 
tions to whatever 
build on that foundation 

"Whether world or life or death 
come, all are yours", Paul. What 
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sonal l 
tion, 

us with His 
fear and 

what 
a while ago. 
with Paul's word: 
our work as 

and love. 

You 
in per
founda-

Lord who 
be govern-

I have said that it was a some
have tried to defend this 

wrong. It may be better to close 
before the time 11

• We have done 

of men. We need not even j " The will come 
and then shall every man have his from God". 
time we will what lies beh1nd, this 
ue our task in the of God, 

with God. We may do it without fear, without 

In the mean
contin-

for the , and for the future. For 
with 

the 
Lord Jesus Christ is our foundation. 

OF SYNOD 

The assessor hands the back to the 
The 
Rev. 
The 

song Psalm 146: l 3 . 
prayer and 
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PPEN I X 1 

Rules for the Church Visitation in the Free Reformed 
Churches of Australia. 

1. The Church Council shall inform the at least a 

2. 

week in advance the Church Visitation. 

All office-bearers to be 
In case of 
in time to the Church Council. 
If a quorum of of the 
sent the visitation will take 
as 

at the visitation. 
reasons shall be 

office-bearers is not pre
on another date, as soon 

1. Are all members of the Church Council 

2. 

3. 

4. 

(a) 

If not, what are the reasons for absence? 

Were the purpose, time of the announced to 
the to Art. 1 of the General Rules? 

Has any of the since visitation 
to the Church Council Church 

life in 
settled? 

Does the Church Council need any 
Church Visitors on any matter? 

or information from the 

1. Is the Word of God administered twice on the Lord's 
Is the Catechism to Art. 68 
Church Order? 

2. Are unauthorized persons allowed to deliver sermons? 
3 Church Order) 

3. Are sermons of ministers of the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia and their sister churches read, when there are 

services? 

4. Is the of God in accordance with the 

the Church Council from time to 
time? 
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5. Is the law God in one of the services and 
Creed confessed the other? 

6. Does the Church Council see to it that at funerals Art. 

7. 

10. 

(b) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Church Order is observed? 

Are Christmas other feast observed to Art. 
Church Order? 

there fruits of the of the and is there 
a proper of the communion of saints? How do these 

become manifest? 

Churches) 

call a minister? 
How does the to reach this 

advice of the 
to Art 

services conducted in the Dutch 
does the Church Council believe that this 

rule is and of the 

Are the sacraments administered 
(Art. 3 c.o 

authorized 

Are the forms 
Churches? (Art 

to the text the 

Is administered "as soon as feasible"? (Art. 
Church Order) 

Is the 

How often 
Are 
celebration? 
Are sermons 

is celebrated? 

vows discussed 

celebrated? 
on the Lord's before the 

the services in which the Lord's 

Are, if necessary home-visits made beforehand? (Art. 62, 63 
64 c.o ) 
What is done in order that those who are ad-
mission the 's 
How does the Church Council take care that no one is admitted 

Art 59 and 61 . ) 
Is the Lord s attended? 
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8. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

not attend 
admonished? Art. 23 and 59 C.O.) 

visited and serious-

Is the administered in both services if necessar~ 

Are all members of the visited at least once a 

How are the home-visits conducted? 

Are visits to those who 
or age or any other valid reason cannot 
services? 

• 23 c.o.> 
reason of sickness 

attend the Church 

brothers and sisters in the vis-
ited 

4. Are there members in 
If so what does the Church Council do with 

5. Do the members of the Church Council exercise cen-
sure among themselves and do admonish each other in a 

way with to the of their office ac-
to Art C.O.? 

6. Is it known to the Church Council that the members of the 
exercise and among them-

selves to the Word of God and the Church Order? 
Does the Church Council exercise this and disci-

over the (Art. 

7. Did any censure take since the last Church visitation? 
Were there members who withdrew themselves from the congre-

What information can the 
cases? 

8. Are there any 

9. Are censured members visited? 
What are the results of these visits? 

these 

and c .0.) 

10. Do the ministers and elders ward off false doctrines and er-
rors and (Art. ~; C .. 0.) 

(d) 

1. Are the Catechism Classes held? 
At what age do the children start? 

2. Are attended? 
What are the fruits thereof? 
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3. What 

4. 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Are the the elders? How often? 

Are the Church Council held 
At what 
Does the a faithful record of all mat-
ters? 

Are ecclesiastical 
clesiastical 

Are 
er? 

with the deacons? 

transacted and that in an ec-
0 

and closed with pray-

to Art. 40 

matters have to be dealt 
which at the Church Council 

S. Have all office-bearers subscribed to the Three Forms of 

6. Does the 
and the election 

c .0.) 

of the Ministers of the Word 
and re-election of elders and deacons take 

the Church Order? ( Art. 22 24, 

rules for the election of office-bearers? 

7. Is the number of elders and deacons sufficient for the proper 
official 
Of how 
How many 
How many 
How 

a. Is 
Art. 

9. How are 

Are 
How does 

the 

have been admitted to the Lord's 
attend Catechism Classes? 
elders and deacons are there? 

consist? 

among the office-bearers to 

of members solemnized or confirmed ac
Church Order? 

solemnized or confirmed? 
Church Council deal with forced 

or 

Church Council deal 
members who have not made 

-34-
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10. the members to maintain and 

11. there 
Trade Unions or such like 

Church education 
such 

Council to Art. 76 C.O. with 
who after admonition, refuse to 

break with such an association. 

12. Are there Youth Clubs in the where the 

13. 

members the Word of God? 
Are there Bible Clubs for the older members? 
Does the Church Council stimulate and activate this work? 
If so in what 

sent to the Church Coun
members? 

14. What does the Church do for work of Mission? 
What does the Church do for the work of 
Is there Committee for the Mission? 
Is there a Committee 
Do Church and in such a way that 
those who 

Church Council see to it that no one is admitted 
(Art. 23 59 61 c.o ) 

15. Does the Church Council the minister(s) 
means his (their) livelihood, 
and does it take into consideration 
circumstances of the minister's 

11 c.o. 
needs and 

16. Has the Church Council made an for its Minister(s) 
Of the Word in order to be able to adhere to Art. 13 C.O.? 

17. (In vacant Churches) 

18 

Is the 
upon 

to and is his service called 
c .0.) 

Does the Church Council see to it that all , established 
, are 

19. How is the income of the Church collected? 

20. Are the funds of the Church and of the of mercy 
counted and administered with care and sufficient control. 

Are all items entered 
books of the Church and 

double 
of the deacons 
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22. Is there Committee of Administration? 
If so, has the Church Council stated 
what are the duties and of this Committee? 

23.. How is the 
finances? 

notified the state of 

27 

28 .. 

1 .. 

2 .. 

3 .. 

4. 

1. 

3. 

Are all funds and title-deeds in a safe in order 
that there is no occasion for mistrust and that no difficult-
ies can arise retirement or death? 

Are the archives and is someone as 

books 
Are ecclesiastical 

there proper 
there 

adhered 

Are the boundaries stated and 
them? 

the Church Council 

held? 

Are the of the Church cared for? In what 

Does contribute and for 
the 

Is there sufficient control that the real are sup-

Do the deacons the Council and the congrega~ 
tion? 

Does Minister(s) of the Word fulfil his of-
to the Word of God and does he 

Forms of and the Church 

and is 

Is it evident from his (their) that he ( dili-
studies ( the Word of God? 
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4. 

5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Is 
as 

Do the Elders 

home-visitation and in visi-

his (their families) as well 
life as befits a faithful servant of 

the and the 
administration the sacraments, and of 
the Church Council and other ecclesiastical 

assist 

visit the 
to 

Do the 

Minister(s of 

and 
take 

in all 

, ac
offen-

5 Is their in their families as well as in their 
life as befits faithful servants of the Lord? 

6. What is done them in order to prepare themselves further 
for their office? 

1 Do the Deacons attend the Services and the 
administration of the sacraments, and also the of 
the Deacons and those of the Church Council? 

2. Are the deacons faithful and in the of 
to the 

make reference to the mercy of Christ? 
exercise care that the are not misused? 
take care that sufficient are collected to as~ 

sist the 

3. Is their conduct in their families as well as in their 
life as befits faithful servants of the Lord? 

4. Is there between the deacons and the Minister of the 

Does the Minister of the Word visit the of the dea-
cons? c.o. 
Is there contact between the deacons and the (ward) elders 

the diaconal cases? 

5 What is done them in order to prepare themselves further 
for their office. 
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APPEN I 

June 1978 .. 

Mr. Edwin R. Lee 
Convenor Inter-Church Relations Committee, 

Church of Eastern Australia, 

Dear Reverend Lee, 

Launceston, 1978 of the Free Reformed Churches of Aust~ 
ralia your letter of 1st June, 1978. 

We thank you for your Christian 
to hear of your desire 

has decided to for the contact 
.. It is the that in this way we may 

come to know each 

the Lord His 
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over this contact. 

With Christian 
on behalf of 

J .. D 

L. 't Hart 

- President 

- 2nd Clerk. 
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A 

Instituted 13th Nov. I 14th December 1952. 
442 of which are members. 

Minister the Rev J.D. has a call from the 
Canadian Reformed Church of Coaldale, Alberta. 

Address Churchcouncil: ~ Brouwer, 13 Drew St , 6330, 
Western Australia. 

Church services in the Beaufort St.; every 
at 9.30 a.m. and 4.15 p.m. 

and address deacons: 
Box W.A. 

Stewards Committee: L. Vermeulen, 207 
6330 

Free Reformed 
Beaufort St 

Church Education Ass.: "School with 
41 3840 Seer. J.B De Snoo, 

Headmaster: w.s Fokkema. St. 

Ass : J. Brouwer, 13 Drew St. 

the Bible" 11 

C.P.S.A .. : .S. Fokkema, Lot 13 

Ecclesia: J. 

Rd, Lower , via 

Men's Ass. Rd 

Women•s Ass.; Priscilla: A. Mrs J .. B .. de Snoo, St 
B. Mrs G.J. Versluis, P.O. box 522 

Men's Ass.; and Work: J.'t Hart, 7 North Rd, 

Women s Ass.; Deborah: Miss J. Brouwer, 13 Drew St, 

Adult Ass.: W.L. Dekker, Sinclair St, 

Mezoz: G.J. Versluis, P.O. Box 522, 

Publication Committee: J. 
committee runs a 
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ARM 

410 

Ministers: the 
Minister 
21st 

Address 

per 31st 
members. 

1978: 

1921~ 

o Holland, 

Postal address .0 Box 12, 
Armadale, Western Australia, 

Armadale, Western Australia. 6112 
Tel. (092) 399 2264. 

Reverend Dr. S. G. Huh, born 15th December 
1933 from 14th October 1963 minister of Sumoonlo, Korea;from 1972 
to December 1978 Professor in Church at the Korea Theolo-

6111. 
W.A 

9.00 
vice 

W.A. 

Kelmscott, Western Australia, 
Address: .0. Armadale, 

~~.~~~·u~u Fifth Road 
6 30 p.m. The 11 00 a.m. ser-

Postal address of the Church Council: .o Box 213 Armadale, 

of the Church Council: L. Schoof Jnr 
St, Armadale, W.A. Tel. (092) 399 2285 

43 William 

Mission W. Buist, 
12. 

Mission Treasurer: G.J. de Vos, 34 
6112. 

Road, Armadale, W.A. 

Ave, Armadale W.A 

Full time Mission worker P •t Hart, 58B Fifth Road 
W.A. 6112. Tel (092) 399 4239. 

Address Deacons: J. 1, Chevin Road 

Stewards Committee P. , Lot 43 Moore Street, 
Armadale, .A 6112. 

Treasurer· H . 19 John Street, 
Tel. 399 2994. 

Free Reformed School Association: "John Calvin School , 18 
Hood Ave., Armadale W.A. 6112. 
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Postal P.O. 

g 3187 
6112 Tel 399 

van der 
Tel (092 

Association for Assistance to 
Leeuwen Fifth Road 
Tel 3153. 

Calvinistic Political and Social 

(092) 399 2738. 

Men s 

Alonen: 

"One in Christ": E. Pleiter 
6112. 

the n: 

Combined M 

Club VI in the Lord 

' Club "Serve the Lord 11
: 

Girls 11 Trust and 

Girls et Labora 11 

Girls own Power": 

Adults Association: 
Armadale W.A. 6112 

' and 

Australia 

.A. 

Armadale, .A. 

A. van 
6112 

.. A. 

Armada le 

Millen St , 

W.A. 

Baskerville 
6202. 

U'-"'.U'-"'=Q 124 
6112. 
Street, 

Road, 

Ave, 

Forrest 

Ave., 
the young 

of the 



is L. Schoof, 43 Wi1liam St, Armada1e. 

G.O.N.G.: Seer. P. t Hart, 58b Fifth Armadale, W.A. 6112. 

Free Reformed Brass Band "Crescendo": Seer B. 
John Armadale, W.A. 6112. 
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Instituted 15th per 1 June 1978: 
342 members 

Minister: the Rev. A.H. Dekker, Th. Grad. ( ), 
1935; minister of Ont Canada, June 25, 19721 

Launceston Tasmania 13 1975. 

Address 
44 2706. 

1 Robin Street, Launceston .) 7250o Phone 

Church Services in the Church 51 Howick Street, 
every 
and at 

Riverside 

7250, 

7250 

7250 

.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. in 
service every last month. 

Church Council: H L Ten Haaf, 26 Orana Pl. 
3949 

39 . , Launceston, 

A Van 32 Strahan Rd Launceston 

D Tasma Street, Launceston, 

of Administration: J. Kroeze, 22 Panomona Rd., 
Riverside, 7250. Phone 27 3438. 

G. Reitsema, 21 Nobelius Drive, 

Free Reformed School Association: "John Calvin School•', 53 Howick 
Street, Launceston, Tas. 7250. 

J Van der Ros, 13 Richards Avenue, Launceston 
Tas. 7250. 

School: A H. 
F. J. Veldhuis. 

Address P.O. Box 89, Launceston, 7250. 
John Calvin School, 53 Howick St, Phone 44 3794. 

Parents Association: H. Ten Haaf, 26 Orana Pl River-
side Phone 27 3949 

Publication Seer. R. Jansen, 24 Malcolm St., 

Calvinistic Political and Social Association .P S.A ) Seer A.M. 
Van 73 Street Launceston. Phone 44 3599. 
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nsola 

Girl' 

Girl' 

"Sister 
7250 

Church 

Free 

D., Miller, 15 

address: J VanderRos, 13 

every second at 8 .. 00 

second 

Sr. E. 

1 

N. Swarts 7 

Seer. Sr D. 400 Bass 

Lookout 

Leader P .. N Vander , 6 Basin Rd, 

22 Pomona Launceston, 

J. VanderRos, 13 Richards 

Van 73 

from 9.30 to 10.30 at 
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