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1 Mandate

1. Article 88 of Acts of the 2003 Synod of the FreefdRmed Churches of Australia
(Rockingham) records Deputies’ mandate to:

(@) collect funds for “Hamilton” and forward them tcetiCollege;

(b) continue correspondence with both “Hamilton” andatifpen” in order to
maintain contact and obtain information;

(c) collect funds for our own theological library argbological training;

(d) continue to investigate the possibility to startauyw own theological library and
to do so if possible;

(e) continue to investigate the possibility to startayr own theological training
for the ministry, including the possibilities ofethlogical training by extension
(IT);

(f)  ensure that relevant information is published camog the training for the
ministry, so that the churches understand the teedipport the colleges and
the training of the students;

(g) continue to arrange the support of theological estitsl whenever required in
accordance with Art 18 CO, and as agreed in Avf58cts of Synod 1992;

(h) make arrangements for a guest lecturer from “Hamilliand “Kampen” once
every three years;

()  to be as closely involved in the work of the Boafdsovernors of Hamilton as
practically possible.

2. Deputies met 10 times to discuss matters conceitsmgandate.

2 Composition

3. Synod 2003 appointed Reverend C Bouwman as coneérideputies and the Brothers
A Van Leeuwen, M Plug and H Faas as the remainiagubes with Brother R Heerema
being the alternate.

4. Reverend Bouwman accepted a call to one of ouersighurches in Canada and
accordingly, Deputies were re-constituted in Ma26B5 as follows:

(a) Convener: Brother A Van Leeuwen
(b) Secretary: Brother H Faas

(c) Treasurer — Theological Students: Brother M Plug

(d) Treasurer — Theological College: Brother R Heerema
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5. Deputies note and support the usual practice begatonvener of Deputies is a Minister
of the Word to allow Deputies to have actual exgeee of training for the ministry.

6. Deputies resolved to recommend that Deputies ireckul¥linister of the Word.

3 Financial support Hamilton Theological College

7. Deputies collected A$222,367 and forwarded A$21® @0Hamilton during the period
February 2003 to February 2006.

8. During the period, the churches were levied at@ 08 A$40 per communicant member
(in accordance with decision 3 of Article 88 of thets of the 2003 Synod).

9. Financial statements detailing the amounts colkle@ad the amounts forwarded to
Hamilton are contained in Appendix A.

4 Contact with Hamilton and Kampen

10. Deputies conveyed messages of congratulationsratetrial greetings on the occasions
of Hamilton’s Convocation and Kampen’s Schoolda@2®004 and 2005.

11. Deputies also informed Hamilton and Kampen of qapaantment and re-constitution as
outlined in heading 2 above.

12. Contact with Kampen remained low key. Other tham above greetings and contact
regarding a guest lecturer (see heading 10 belDeputies received the “schooldagkrant
2003”, “schooldagkrant 2004” and “schooldagkram®Z0

13. However, Deputies have noticed that since the ampeint of Rector Prof. dr. G.
Kwakkel, Deputies have received responses to tdoeiespondence with Kampen.

14. Given our mandate to be as closely involved inwloek of the Board of Governors of
Hamilton as practically possible (please see hgatlinbelow), contact with Hamilton was
substantial.

15. Deputies received Hamilton's Handbooks (the lateshg for the year 2005 — 2006),

course calendars (the latest being for the yeads 202008) and financial reports (the latest
being for the year ended 31 December 2004). Iritiadd Deputies also received the

following:

(@) Full agendas and supporting material (includingoreg) and minutes for
meetings of Hamilton’s the Board of Governors heid September 2003,
January 2004, September 2004, January 2005 andrisept 2005.

(b) Agendas and minutes for meetings of Hamilton’s Rasa and Property
Committee

(c) Agendas and minutes for meetings of Hamilton's Aait Committee.
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16. Deputies wrote to Dr & Mrs De Jong and the Board Givernors of Hamilton
concerning Dr De Jong’s illness.

17. Deputies wrote to Mrs Faber and the Hamilton Caleg the passing away of Dr J
Faber.

18. Deputies wrote to Professor GH Visscher on the siooaof his 28 anniversary in the
ministry of the Word.

19. Brother A Van Leeuwen visited Hamilton for the osica of the 36th Anniversary
Meeting and 31st Convocation of the College in Hemmiand a meeting of the Board of
Governors of Hamilton in September 2005.

20. Br Van Leeuwin received opportunity at the Conviamato extend greetings on behalf
of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia. Thdresk delivered at the Convocation
Meeting is contained in Appendix B.

21. Deputies also corresponded Hamilton’s Board of Gaowes concerning:
(a) participation of the Australian churches in thetBiad Training Program; and

(b) the possibility of distance education.

5 Funds for theological library and theological
training

22. Deputies wrote to the Churches by letters datedrFéfiruary 2004 to request the
Churches to contribute the proceeds of 3 full abitens per year for our own theological
library and theological training.

23. Deputies interpreted the phrase “3 full collectiotes mean 3 double collections i.e 3
Sundays if the collections were held both in thenimg and afternoon worship service or
alternatively 6 Sundays if e.g. a collection wesddhonly in the morning or the afternoon
worship service.

24. The responses were as follows:

(a) Free Reformed Church of Bunbury — by letter datddatch 2004 noted that
the request for collections was declined and ngtkiill be paid.

(b) Free Reformed Church of Rockingham — by letter di@&eviarch 2004 noted
that request for collections was declined but mdtevill pay $10 per
communicant member per year.

25. Deputies collected A$9,403.92 from the churchefuads for a theological library and
theological training during the period January 26®&ebruary 2006.

26. To date, not all churches have forwarded the fuwdected by them, keeping them in
reserve. It has come to Deputies’ notice that samerches are not collecting and
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contributing funds. Deputies also note discrepesdn the interpretation of “three full
collections”. Some churches collect three timeshim year for a single collection, whilst
others collect doubt the amount.

27. Financial statements detailing the amounts colteeted held in this fund are contained
in Appendix C.

6 Investigation — theological library

28. Deputies considered this aspect of their mandaderuhe following headings:

(@) collecting / acquiring books — books may be donafiedan older church
members or retired ministers — a system may begsétr the regular purchase
of new titles — electronic versions of books andiqakcals should be
considered

(b)  housing books / allowing lending of books — thenrJ@alvin Christian College
or one of the ministers may be able to house tlo&do

(c) care and maintenance of the library of books — dépen where books housed

(d) funding — Synod 2003 has requested churches t@ato8 times a year —
suggestion that the Australian Women’s League bévated to follow the
Canadian model in raising funds for a theologitably

29. Deputies wrote to the Support Office of the JohiviGaSchools by letter dated 27 June
2005 to see if it would be possible to house afyowith the Support Office.

30. Deputies also contacted the Women’'s League to eageuthem to collect for an
Australian theological library in the model of Cdaa

31. The Support Office of the John Calvin Schools greed to combine with Deputies to
set up a joint library. Deputies are in discussiotih the Support Office to further advance
this project.

32. Deputies have received a small collection of stbdgks which were donated towards

this venture. These are written primarily in thet@ language. At present these are stored
at the Support Office of the John Calvin Schools.
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7 Investigation — theological training

33. Deputies considered what was envisaged by the @Hisssibilities of theological
training by extension (IT)” concerning our mandeteontinue to investigate the possibility
to start up our own theological training for theniatry.

34. After some preliminary investigation, Deputies werofor information to several
ministers of the Australian Churches and to ReweérerBoersma of our sister churches in
South Africa who runs a seminary-by-email for Pguese students.

35. Reverend Boersma provided some interesting andniaftive material about how
distance education (which is not a new concept)veark in the modern environment. This
was by e-mail of 28 November 2003.

36. Reverend J Poppe wrote to Deputies outlining hsgwi for a future theological college
and training by extension. This was by way ofeetif 4 December 2003.

37. Deputies then considered the matter further andentmHamilton’s Board of Governors
by letter dated 22 July 2004 seeking their inputlos possibility of IT distribution of the

teaching that occurs at the College in Hamiltonakimg it possible for Australian students
to remain in Australia for at least part of thénesological education.

38. Hamilton’s Board of Governors asked the Senat®oi into that matter. The Senate
recommended not going into this direction due ® difficulty of teaching languages and
exegesis without direct contact between teachersaudent. In addition, the College lacks
expertise, manpower and equipment to carry oustanie learning project. The Academic
Committee endorsed this recommendation from theat8eand the Board adopted it at its
meeting held on 8 September 2005.

39. Deputies resolved not to pursue this aspect further
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8 Publication and promotion

40. Deputies arranged for the publication of varioumlt€ge Corner” articles in the Una
Sancta, thereby keeping the church membershipnm@drconcerning matters at Hamilton,
its staff and students. These included the regatticles on the semester-to-semester
activities of the College as well as the farewelDr J De Jong, the welcome to Dr AJ de
Visser and “in memoriam” on the passing away ofl[iaber.

41. Deputies arranged for an advertisement in the meta:

(a) drawing attention to the fact that both Kampen &familton had written to
Deputies indicating that there are currently tow feeological students:

(b) encouraging young brothers to consider whether #reycalled to preach the
Gospel and minister to the Churches; and

(c) informing interested persons that copies of thestahandbooks for Hamilton were
freely available via Deputies.

42. Independently of the above advertisement, 2 youmg mvrote to Deputies seeking
financial assistance for planned studies at Hamilto

43. Deputies also received notice from a brother tlatvMshed to commence studies as a
mature age student at Hamilton and would be in dtipa to support himself. Deputies
were able to assist with information about the ngeiisite language studies.

9 Financial aid to students

44. Deputies received approaches from 2 students aoingefinancial assistance, both with
the support of the consistory of the church of Whibey were communicant members.
These were Brother Cornelis Kleyn (Mount Nasura) Brother Arend Witten (Albany).

45. Deputies were pleased to be able to confirm to ktidents that the Churches would
support them financially in accordance with Art@® as agreed in Art 50 of Acts of Synod
1992 as amended by Art 56 of Acts of Synod 1994.

46. Deputies have arranged for the collection of fuindghe first of these students.

47. Deputies are in the process of arranging for thikection of funds for the second
student.

48. As well as arranging for the financial support, Diggs maintain contact with the
students being financially supported to provideoemagement and determine their progress.

49. Financial statements detailing the amounts colie@ad the amounts forwarded to
students during Deputies’ current term are conthineAppendix D.
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10 Guest lecturer

50. Professor J Geertsema visited Australia to preaeseries of lectures to the churches
during October and November 2003. The lecturedudbds contained in Appendix E.

51. The total cost (to the Australian churches) ofitisé was $5,520.

52. Deputies wrote to Kampen by letter dated 8 Septe@®@4 inviting Kampen to suggest
the name of a guest speaker to visit Australia stome in 2005.

53. Following further correspondence, Deputies wererimid a serving Professor would
not be able to take the time required (approximpaeleeks) and that Deputies should write
to a retired professor from Kampen directly to deiae whether he would be interested to
travel to Australia and present a series of lesttwehe churches in Australia.

54. Deputies wrote to a retired professor from Kampenldtermine whether he would be
interested to present a series of lectures toltheches in Australia.

55. Following the response of the retired professor arfdrther response from Kampen,
Deputies noted that there is little chance of akeefrom the Netherlands with a strong link
to Kampen being available for any time more thave2ks.

56. In any event, Deputies resolved to try to staggertiming of a guest speaker so that it
would not take place in the same year as Synodapaities will attempt to arrange a guest
speaker for some time in 2007.

11 Involvement with Hamilton’s Board of Governors

57. Hamilton’s Board of Governors (BOG) sought legaligel regarding the possibilities
of changing the Theological College Act 1981 tmwallpersons not serving in the Canadian
Reformed Churches to be appointed to the BoardookE@ors.

58. The outcome of this legal advice was that the Agtded to be amended by an act of the
Parliament of Ontario. However, the timeframedoch a change and the cost are unknown,
and this matter would consume a fair bit of the i@&Eatime and energy to pursue, without
any certainty about the result.

59. Hamilton’s Board of Governors considered the leghlice at their meeting of 9 January
2004 and decided to let us know “that this mattey been investigated and that the time and
cost and energy required do not make it very féasibpursue”.

60. Deputies were informed of this decision by letteted 12 January 2004 wherein the
chairman of Hamilton’s Board of Governors also wrot

“We hope that this decision is acceptable to yd\e really have little choice since
changing an Act of Parliament via a private memildgifisis not a very simple matter.

We sincerely appreciate the support the collegeives from the Australian churches,
and _we will certainly acknowledge you as if you &abfficial representation on the
board by sending you the reports of our meetinglsaay relevant information so that
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you may be fully up to date on what is happeninghatcollege. Any questions or
input from you would also continue to be most weled’ [Deputies’ emphasis]

61. Deputies wrote to the Board of Governors acceptiedr decision and (having resolved
that a deputy should attend a Board of Governoretimg) sought the input of the Board of
Governors on the most appropriate meeting to attend

62. The Board of Governors responded that:

(a) they would be delighted to receive a delegate fabmong the Australian deputies
and receive in this personal way the input of thistPalian churches; and

(b) suggested that the regular September meeting irb 206uld be the most
appropriate

63. Deputies resolved that Br A Van Leeuwen attend $eptember 2005 meeting of
Hamilton’s Board of Governors.

64. Br Van Leeuwen attended the meeting of Hamiltontsaml of Governors held on 8
September 2005, being made welcome and invitedltpdrticipation.

65. Matters discussed at this meeting pertaining tcAlstralian Churches were as follows:

(a) In the discussion of the Budget for 2006, the Ghair expressed gratitude for the
substantial contribution to their budget from thes&alian Churches.

(b) The Pastoral Training Programme (PTP). A lettemfideputies dated 20 March
2005 was discussed in which information was re@uakst possible inclusion of
the Australian Churches in this program. The AasideCommittee (AC)
recommended approving this request in principleyvidied that the Australian
churches follow the adopted guidelines of the progand also bear the costs of
any student working in Australia; and provided thastudent himself desires to
work in Australia. A positive aspect of this pdsliy is that students working in
Australia from June to August would be exposecht full range of activities in
church life including teaching the Catechism andigipating in home visitation.
The Board endorsed the recommendation of the AC.

(c) Video education — see the material under the hgatlatbove.
66. Deputies note that in relation to the PTP:

(a) The Australian students have indicated to be isteteto participate in the PTP in
Australia when the time comes; and

(b) A copy of the guidelines will need to be obtained ahe practical implications
will still need to be considered by Deputies.
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67. Based on the positive feedback from the Board ofeBwrs and Br A Van Leeuwen,
Deputies resolved to recommend to Synod that atr&lies) representative should attend the
September meeting of Hamilton’s Board of Goverresry 2 years.

68. Deputies have now received but not yet consideremps of the guidelines for the PTP.
A summary has been prepared and is contained asnélppF.

12 Recommendations

Deputies recommend that Synod decides to:

69. Reconsider the amount and manner of collectionsofwrown theological library and
training.

70. Request the churches to contribute A$50 per comranhimember per annum for the
maintenance of Hamilton as from 1 January 2007.

71. Set aside $6,000 for the costs of a visit to Alistiay a guest lecturer from Hamilton or
Kampen, together with his wife.

72. Set aside $3,500 for travelling and accommodatiostscof a delegate of Deputies to
attend a meeting of Hamilton’s Board of GovernorSeptember 2007.

73. Discharge Deputies and to appoint new deputies tiviéhmandate to:
(a) collect funds for “Hamilton” and forward them tcetiCollege;

(b) continue correspondence with both “Hamilton” andafKpen” in order to
maintain contact and obtain information;

(c) collect funds for our own theological library aféological training;

(d) continue to investigate the possibility to startaup own theological library and to
do so if possible;

(e) ensure that relevant information is published camog the training for the
ministry, so that the churches understand the teedpport the colleges and the
training of the students;

(f) continue to arrange the support of theological esttsl whenever required in
accordance with Art 18 CO, and as agreed in Arob@cts of Synod 1992 as
amended by Art 56 of Acts of Synod 1994;

(g) make arrangements for a guest lecturer from “Hamilltand “Kampen” once
every three years;

(h) to be as closely involved in the work of the BoafdGovernors of Hamilton as
practically possible.
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(i) consider the practical implications of includinge tihustralian churches in the
Pastoral Training Program of the Hamilton Collegel,aif considered feasible,
advise the Australian Churches accordingly.

13 Greetings

Deputies send fraternal greetings to Synod and thislbrethren God'’s blessing on the work
to be done.

Br A Van Leeuwen
Convener

Br H Faas
Secretary

Br R Heerema
Treasurer — Hamilton Theological College Fund

Br M Plug
Treasurer — Theological Library Fund / Needy Stusi€und
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Appendix A — Financial Statements: Hamilton Theolgical
College Fund
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Appendix B — Address of Br A Van Leeuwen to the 35
Anniversary Meeting and 3f' Convocation of the College at
Hamilton held on 9 September 2004
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Appendix C — Financial Statements: Theological Libary
Fund
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Appendix D — Financial Statements: Needy Studentund
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Appendix E — Lecture Program for Professor Geertsem
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Appendix F — Summary: Guidelines for the Pastoral
Training Program of Hamilton College
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