FAMILY BIBLE STUDY EVENING

Friday 29 July 2005

TOPIC
"If there is a calamity, will not the LORD have done it."

Amos 3:6

Discussion points:

1. Amos prophesied during the reign of King Jeroboam II, a golden age for Israel, for the church. Yet materialism had a negative influence on church life. Do you recognize some of these symptoms also today? If so, how should we counteract them? 

2. The Israelites did not want to listen to the true preaching of the gospel. It made them feel unease. Again, do you think these symptoms are there today as well? In this question, do not look first at others, but let us start with examining ourselves.

3. Amos rings the alarm, pointing to the LORD's hand in history. What are some of these alarms signs today, and what do we do with it, as church as well as personally?

4. In evangelical circles, the gospel is considered as a recipe for a happy life. Is this true, and if so, do you think we as Free Reformed people are lacking this happiness?

5. Is it wrong when upright children of God struggle with the 'why' of their sufferings, and at times have difficulty in accepting it? Must this be considered as lack of faith, lack of trusting the LORD?

6. In a recent sermon on LD30b HC, I made reference to 1 Cor. 11 : 30. How are we to explain this text in light that also among us quite a number of members are sick?
