Liturgy:

Reading  : Romans 8, 18-39

Text        : Romans 8, 31-39

Ps.   100 : 1,2,3

Ps.   100 : 4

Ps.     27 : 6

Hy.    27 : 1,2,3,4
Hy.    53 : 1,2
Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
This afternoon, we will conclude a series of sermons on Romans 6 – 8, focusing on the concluding verses of Ch. 8. In these verses, the apostle Paul comes to the final conclusion regarding our salvation in Christ, saying that those who are in Christ, i.e. those who in true faith have embraced Christ as their Saviour will never be separated from the love of God; indeed never, whatever the future may have in store for them. Paul draws this conclusion from what he had written before.
In Ch. 5, 1, he had written, “Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Our baptism functions as a sign and seal of this, Romans 6. It marks our new identity in Christ, assuring us not only of the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s blood, but also of the renewal of life through Christ’s Spirit. Embracing Christ as Saviour, we must reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God, Romans 6, 11.

From Romans 7 we learned that with respect to our present life, this remains a constant struggle even for upright children of God. Paul says in this chapter, at times we do even the very thing we hate. Nevertheless, also in this struggle we may cling to Christ. Hence, Romans 8, 1, “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
Weak in ourselves, the Spirit will help us and guide us, Romans 8, 17. Thus in faith, as children of God we may indeed have the firm assurance that nothing can separate us from the love of God. Indeed nothing, since this love is firmly anchored in Christ’s accomplished work. In a final sermon on Romans 8, once more we will focus on this glorious gospel, when we will listen to
PAUL’S HYMN OF PRAISE ON THE ASSURANCE IN FAITH

OF BEING SECURED ALWAYS BY THE LOVE OF GOD 

We will look at

1) the basis for this assurance

2) the riches of this assurance

I
When reading Romans 8, Br. & Sr., one can come but to no other conclusion than that this chapter in many and various ways indeed touches the high notes of the gospel. In this chapter, the apostle Paul shows how Christ has secured our life and this according to the plan by which God already before the foundation of the world chose us in Christ. Thus, even though we might suffer at present, we may know our lives encapsulated by the love of the Triune God, who in all that might befall us in this life always works for our good. How great a comfort this is beloved.

Well, concluding this wonderful chapter, Paul writes in vs. 31, “What then shall we say to these things.” More or less, he is saying here, “What more is there to be said.” In the previous verses, the apostle had made it abundantly clear, because of Christ’s redeeming work, God is on our side, for us. Well, if God is for us, who can be against us.
If God is for us – no this does not mean that because of this, so to speak the bed of the believers is spread, no sorrow, no hardship > far from that. We don’t read this either in Romans 8. On the contrary, despite all the high notes of the gospel it touches on, this chapter speaks also quite explicitly about the sufferings of this present time. Yet – as Paul had written, vss. 28-30 – through the sufferings we go through at present, God is working out His plan, and therefore – as Paul writes now – if God is for us, who can be against us. Thus, weak in ourselves, we glory in the faithfulness of the Triune God, in whose love our spiritual survival is assured.

The apostle Paul underscores this in the following verses. First, in vs. 32, where he writes, “…” God did not spare His own Son. With these words, the apostle Paul wants to highlight, God’s love for us sinners was so great that to redeem us God gave what was most precious to Him: His own beloved Son. He delivered Him up for us all, so Paul says next. Yes, Christ was delivered up, handed over even to bloodthirsty men, who in the end killed Him. Even worse, finally Christ was given up to the powers of hell, in which hour even God Himself forsook Him, forsook His own Son, giving Satan and all His henchmen free play.
God did all this, beloved, for your and my sake. As it reads in the Form for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, God forsook Christ in order that we might be accepted by God and nevermore be forsaken by Him. God did not spare His own Son, in order to spare us. Christ died, so that we could live, live eternally.

Well, so the apostle Paul says now, if God did this for us, giving up His own Son, will He with Christ not also give us freely all things? In other words, if in the greatest sacrifice He could make God is for us, why should I worry about the minor things, the little hiccups in life, hardship and sorrow. Not that I want to belittle these things, but if God gave His Son for us to redeem us from eternal perdition, will this same God then not also be near to me, when I go through difficult times at present. Of course, He will, since my salvation has His divine interest. Again, beloved, how great a comfort this is. The cross of God’s own beloved Son, through which we became children of God – this cross assures us that indeed nothing can separate us from the love of God. God thus has secured our lives in Christ.

That’s how the apostle Paul started this chapter, “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” That was the start of Romans 8. Well, that’s how Paul also concludes, vs. 33, where he puts the following rhetorical question, “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect.”
Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? Living from the riches of our faith, perhaps we would not easily think of the possibility of this, that a charge would be brought in against us. 
Yet we should think here of the original readers of this letter, Gentiles who had come to faith and upon whom many a Jew looked down, since Gentiles they did not live up to the law of God. For these Gentiles, it took courage in faith to believe that God would not condemn them. 
In a similar way, beloved, this also applies to us, when looking into the mirror of God’s law. Does not this law condemn us? Think of what Paul wrote in Ch. 7, about failing to do what God requires of us. So often, we do not do what we would like to do, but at times, we do even the very thing we hate. How can we too, then, ever stand before holy God? See, beloved, that’s behind that question in vs. 33 and also behind the question in vs. 34, who is he who condemns? 
How can sinners stand before holy God? They can, not from themselves, but in Jesus Christ. Based on Christ’s accomplished work God justifies sinners. In other words, the charges against us have been dealt with already in the crucifixion and death of Christ. God judged us in Christ, who died but who also rose and ascended, taking seat at the right hand of God, where He now makes intercession for us. Thus, today, seated at God’s right hand, Christ is active to secure the lives of those whom the Father has given Him and for whom on earth, He shed His precious blood.

When you let all these things sink in, beloved – the riches that as long as we seek our life outside of ourselves in Jesus Christ alone, we don’t have to be afraid that God will ever condemn us, will always look upon us in love, that because of Christ’s work nothing can separate us from that love of God. When you let all these riches sink in, beloved, one feels very small. Yes then one marvels, Lord who am I that I may share in that wonderful love of Thine? Lord, who am I that Thou did all this to redeem me a sinner. Then rejoicing in all this, I also feel ashamed when I see the weakness of my own faith, the weakness also that I do not always trust God fully, especially when life goes through a valley and at times may even query God’s love. Yet also then through His Spirit God will lift us up again, assuring us that His love is still there. That’s how God keeps watch over us, carries us also through valleys. Thus, we can cope trusting God, relying on His love.
II
In the concluding verses of Romans 8, Br. & Sr., in a hymn of praise the apostle Paul points to the assurance we have in faith that as children of God we are always secured by the love of God. First, he points to the basis of this assurance, Christ’s work for us. Next, from vs. 35 and onwards he points to the riches of this assurance. In vs. 35 Paul writes, “…” In this verse, the apostle mentions quite a number of powers by which human life is often under threat. It indeed requires a lot of courage in faith, perhaps I should rather say it requires a lot of trust in God, when one dares to say, even this – all those powers mentioned here – will never be able to separate me from God.
One may wonder, after all that Paul had written, why at the end of this chapter he still comes back to those threatening powers in the face of which we often feel weak. Paul does so, beloved, knowing by own experience that this is indeed often the fate of God’s upright children. Secured by Christ, we should not think, from here on everything will be rosy. Scripture rather teaches the opposite. Standing up for our faith, we will often meet with enmity, ridicule, or even worse with hatred, afflictions, persecution. Standing up for our faith may involve choices that may cut very painfully in our own human flesh. In vs. 35 Paul mentions the adverse circumstances in which the earthly pilgrimage of the believers often is cast. 
As I mentioned it already, in many ways the apostle Paul had experienced this himself. I think here of a passage of his second letter to the Corinthians, Ch. 4, 7-12, “…” In Ch. 11, 24-29 of this same letter, he writes, “…” Summarizing, Paul knew by own experience the things he wrote down in Romans 8, 35. It was not from hearsay, instead for the sake of Christ, often his life had been in great danger. Yet, this does not stop him singing this beautiful hymn of praise. 
You may wonder, how is this possible. The simple answer is, beloved, Paul trusted in God’s sure promises, whereby he had also experienced, as we read it in this very same letter, that tribulation produces perseverance, and perseverance character, and character hope, hope that does not disappoint.
 True, when there are sufferings Satan is also active to quench the flame of our faith, active to break that bond between God and us. However, Satan has but limited possibilities, since he has no more room than God allows him. I may refer here to the example of Job. Satan may try to sift us like wheat, but as long as we keep holding Father’s hand – think of the sermon of last week Sunday – as long as we keep holding Father’s hand, God will take care that our faith will not fail.
Underlining what he wrote in vs. 35, in vs. 36 Paul quotes a few lines of Psalm 44, “…” In this Psalm, against the background of God having electing Israel as His people, the compliant is uttered, vss.9 – 14, “…” God’s people are distressed, yet in their distress, they keep clinging to the LORD. One could say, Psalm 44 is indeed a very fitting psalm as comment on what Paul writes in the concluding part of Romans 8. It’s for this very purpose that Paul quotes this psalm to make clear also to Christ’s congregation in the New Dispensation, that our faith will be challenged. The road we may have to travel might become very difficult at times. Tribulation, persecution, church history is full of it. Yet when in faith we cling to God’s sure promises, the enemy will not be able to drive a wedge in the close relationship between the LORD and His chosen ones. I think here of that hymn made by Martin Luther – this was during a time that the stakes were burning and many Christians were killed by the sword – yet in this hymn, Luther writes, Hymn 41 : 3 (first four lines), “…” and then the five last lines of verse 4, “…”

This is quite something. One may even wonder whether we are allowed to take such daring language on our lips. We are allowed, beloved, as long as we realize what we sing. Since it can happen indeed that God takes everything away from us, all our earthly possession and you name it, family members, and yet this never should cause us to curse God, to turn our back upon God, blaming God that He has failed us. Instead, even then we should continue to cling to God’s love. 
How is this possible, only in and through faith in Jesus Christ, realizing that in Christ God has my salvation at heart, even through the sufferings I may go through.  Thus, weak in myself, God will help me to persevere also then. 
Indeed weak in ourselves, since we are not always that strong in faith. Often we are like Peter, who looking at the waves, sank away. But then the Lord took his hand and brought him safely to the boat. See there how God will keep us in His care, always, no matter what may befall us. For us it is to believe this. To trust God and to hold firmly on to Father’s hand. Then we will be safe always.
No this firm assurance that God will always keep us in His care should not make us careless. It’s not meant as a pillow on which one can fall asleep without any further worries. Instead, this assurance should be an incentive to godliness. I think here of what we confess in the CoD V, 12, “…” Beloved, it is with this humble attitude only that one is able to join the apostle Paul in singing this hymn of praise on the assurance we have in faith that as children of God we are always secured by the love of God. So much so, as Paul writes it that in Christ today already we are more than conquerors.
More than conquerors, even though the opposition might be fierce – Satan is prowling around like a roaring lion. Trusting in God, we should never underestimate the cunning attacks of the evil one. Yet when in faith we firmly cling to God’s sure promises, the victory is sure. We may trust this, not only as hope for the future, but also as a reality already for today. Not those who today think they can have at all without God are the conquerors in today’s society. In the end, they will only be losers. Conquerors are those who today already in faith look beyond the horizon of this world, knowing that from heaven Christ is in control and rules this world with the aim to make us conquerors with Him, the Lord of lords and King of kings.
True, then at times we may not always feel as strong as this. More than conquerors – but what when we suffer, when physically or emotionally we go through a deep valley? What when life hits hard and we find it difficult to cope, at times that we may even query the love of God, since God seems to be so far away. Lord, at times my faith is so weak.

Beloved, this very weakness makes us strong. This sounds contradictory. Yet, being weak, we confess we cannot do it in own strength, and therefore we cry out, “Lord, help me!” Or at times we don’t come any further than only a deep sigh of despair. Yet remember, what Paul wrote earlier on even then there is the Spirit who comes to our help, making our imperfect prayer perfect, when, vs. 26b, “…”  Thus Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all three there to enable us to remain standing, even at times that we may feel lost. The love of the Triune God encapsulates our lives, a love so great, says Paul, that nothing can separate us from this love. Indeed nothing – neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing can end our joy that God loves us in Christ.
One might think by himself, “The apostle Paul may mount that high in faith, but I cannot come that far. Paul – one of the greatest in the kingdom of God – may be able to sing such a jubilant song of faith, but that’s not something just any child of God can do, can he?” If this were true, beloved, what actual comfort then could we derive from this passage of Scripture? 
Yet it’s different. In Romans 8, the apostle Paul wants to direct the Christians in Rome to the riches of their faith in Jesus Christ. Since this letter has been included in Scripture in a similar way, we too are directed to these same riches, i.e. the riches of our faith, which are secured by God’s sure promises. As I mentioned it before, then we may not always feel it as strong as this. At times, we may feel rather down in dumps. However, beloved, exactly then we have God’s sure promises to hold on to, to be encouraged by, knowing that it can never become so dark, but the light of God’s grace still shines and in Scripture, we read this grace will always be sufficient.

In addition, beloved, often we have the bad inclination always to look at others, people whom we consider stronger in faith than we are. Yet, beloved, for all of us counts that we are only strong by grace. It is clinging to this wonderful grace, that we are able and allowed to say that indeed nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. That’s not boasting, but instead saying this, we bring glory to God, who will keep us in His care. From this assurance, we may live day by day.

Once more, then we may not always feel as strong like this. Yet, Br. & Sr., thankfully the anchor of our faith does not rest in our fickle and often sinful feelings, but it God’s sure promises, which are ‘amen’, i.e. trustworthy in Christ Jesus our Lord. That’s why the text chosen for this afternoon’s sermon also contains an urgent appeal to indeed lay our weak lives in God’s almighty hands, to look away from ourselves and to entrust ourselves more and more to God alone. That gives rest, peace, when in childlike faith we simply hold on to Father’s hand. Father, who says to us, “Trust Me, My child. Trust Me that through this often turbulent life I will bring you safely home.” This simple promise, Br. & Sr., is sufficient always, indeed under all circumstances of life. Trust God, hold on to Father’s hand, yes then we may indeed be sure of a safe arrival, a safe home coming in the New Jerusalem. Yes, through the storms of life, Father will bring us home. In that sure knowledge we may live, knowing that indeed nothing can separate us from Father’s love for us.
Beloved, realize how privileged you are with such a Father. So easily, we forget. Yet let us live from the riches of this privilege, then we have comfort, security always.

Amen.

� Romans 5, 3-5
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