Liturgy:
Reading : Romans 6

Text       : Romans 6, 3,4,11

Ps.     92 : 1,2,6

Ps.     57 : 1

Hy.   29 : 1

Ps.  118 : 4,5,6

Hy.   54 : 1,3,5

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

In Romans 6, 11, the apostle Paul writes, whoever believes in Jesus Christ as the risen Saviour must consider himself dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Dead to sin and alive to God – beloved, when putting your life to test, do you dare to say this about yourself: “I am dead to sin and alive to God.” Of course, we would love that it indeed was like this. Yet, doesn’t it say in the HC in much more realistic  way that even the holiest have only a small beginning of the obedience God requires of us.
 The holiest – who of us would count him- or herself among them, and even they have only a small beginning. 
Dead to sin, alive to God – yet daily we stumble. The older one gets the more one realizes how much sin at times there still is in one’s life. Sinful thoughts, sinful desires, words coming over our lips we should not have spoken since they were hurting the other, and then on top of it all those sinful deeds, as Paul writes about it in Romans 7, even when we want to do good, at times we still do evil. 
Dead to sin, if this was only true; and then alive to God – yet how often do we still not live for ourselves, for own pleasures, for money, and earthly wealth. So what is the meaning of these words, can they really be true, today already?
Looking at one’s personal life in the way we did thus far, beloved, can indeed lead to a very negative conclusion. At times, it may even cause us to despair: the daily sins, the daily shortcomings, at times so little real progress in faith. How to overcome all this?

Beloved, faith in Jesus Christ as the risen Saviour will help us to overcome such feelings of despair. Indeed, when looking at ourselves apart from Christ, the opposite is true of what Paul writes in Romans 6, 11. The opposite – since apart from Christ we are alive to sin and dead to God. Yet faith in Jesus Christ the risen Saviour reverses this. Look at your baptism, so Paul says, Romans 6, 3 + 4, “…” In these two verses, the apostle Paul links the history of our personal life to what happened in the life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Faith brings us in communion with Christ. Well, so Paul says here, that communion was there already when Christ was nailed on the cross for our sins, which was the deathblow to our old existence. When Christ died on the cross, our old nature died with Him. Thus, the redemptive event that took place on Good Friday determines the end of our old sinful existence, as we confess this also in Answer 43 HC, “…” This means in words Paul uses in Romans 6, the gospel of Good Friday should serve as incentive to us to live as people who are dead to sin. In other words – as I say so often in sermons – we must live what we believe, live also from the riches symbolized by our baptism: the fruit of Christ’s death and resurrection.
OUR BAPTISM SIGNIFIES AND SEALS TO US
THE FRUIT OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

We will see

1) the rich meaning of this for our present life

2) the consequences it involves for our present life

I
In the chapters preceding Ch. 6, Br. & Sr., the apostle Paul had made clear that salvation in Jesus Christ is for everyone who believes in Him and embraces Him as his or her Saviour. This means it is there equally for Jew and Gentile, since all have sinned.
 Especially Ch. 5 makes this very clear. This also meant, for Gentiles to share in the redeeming work of Christ there was no need to put themselves under the law, in a similar way as the Jews during the time of the OT. Gentiles did not have to become Jews, so to speak. However, this did not mean that nothing had to change in their lives. That’s the main theme of Ch. 6, where Paul writes in vs. 1, “…” 
The point made in this verse is not whether there can still be sin in the life of a person who in faith has embraced Christ as Saviour. Instead, the point is under whose dominion are those who believe. There was no need for Gentiles to become Jews, but at the same time, they could not remain heathens either. They had to break with their former way of life. Belonging to Christ meant also for them that they had become new creatures.
Ch. 6, 1 is closely linked with Ch. 5, 20, where Paul writes, “…” What do these words mean? In Ch. 5, 13 Paul writes that sin was in the world before the law was given. The law so to speak was additional. Yet when the law was given, at times it even stirred people up to do more sin, rebelling against the law. Paul now says, in the face of this increased sin grace abounded even more. One could conclude from this, the greatness of God’s grace plays into sins’ hands, so to speak. Then one just as well continues in sin so that grace may abound. The apostle Paul cuts of this thought in Ch. 6, 2, “…” Whoever is in Christ no longer belongs to the dominion of sin. 
Paul makes this clear further by referring to the sacrament of Holy Baptism, which symbolizes –vss. 3 + 4 – that in Christ our life has changed ownership. Before, sin had us in its deadly grip. Yet baptism shows how Christ took power over our life. There is a similarity here with what happened to the people of Israel in the OT. In Egypt, they were sighing heavily under the ruthless tyranny of Pharaoh, who had them in their deadly grip. But then God led them out, on dry feet they crossed the Red Sea, whilst God drowned Pharaoh and all his host in the same sea. From there on, Moses became their leader. In 1 Cor. 10, 2 Paul writes, “they were baptized into Moses.” From now on, he was their spiritual leader. On behalf of God, he ruled over them. Well, in a similar way baptism testifies to Christ’s leadership over us. We are under His dominion. We wear His mark and emblem. On our way to the Promised Land, on our way to the new earth, His atoning work, His care, and sanctifying power determine our life. On our journey through the brokenness of this present life, weak as we are from ourselves, prone to sin, we may know our life firmly anchored in the trustworthiness of God’s sure promises. These are the promises of the covenant, God made with us and our children, which are signified and sealed to us by our baptism. 
Well, beloved, it would be foolish, to go back trough the deep water of our baptism, to become once again slaves of the devil and sin, wouldn’t it? It would mean nothing else but death.
I spoke about the deep water of baptism. Especially baptism by immersion makes clear how deep this water was. Yes, it is this baptism by immersion we must think of, when Paul writes in vs. 3, “…” The water closes itself above the head of the person receiving baptism. He goes under and would drown if he would stay there. Well, this picture symbolizes how we are baptized into Christ’s death. We deserved death. Yet Christ died for us and in ourplace. Thus were united with Him when He died on Calvary and was buried. Baptism signifies how we were buried with Him into death. Yet for Christ this was not the end. On Easter He arose. Well, beloved, this new life is there now also for all who belong to Christ, through believing in Him as the risen Saviour. They too will walk in newness of life, vs. 4.
Often these words are interpreted as referring to our present life in Christ. However, in vs. 4 that’s not yet the case. Paul writes about the newness of our life at present further on this same chapter. Yet here in vs. 4, he is referring to the resurrection of the body, life on the new earth. This conclusion becomes clear when we read vs. 4 in close connection with vs. 8, where  Paul writes, “…”  We shall – Paul writes here in the future tense, i.e. about what is still to come. 

As to Christ’s death, the Shepherd was slain so that the sheep may live, live eternally. Yes, through faith in the risen Saviour we belong to eternal life. How great a miracle this is, beloved. Death no longer is the end for us, but in the hour of death, we will receive glory beyond measure. Think of Easter and Christ’s glorified body! 
The Lord Jesus had already spoken about this, when He was still with His disciples on earth. I may refer here to what it says in John 6, 39 + 40, “…” In our baptism, Br. & Sr., we have received a sure pledge of all this. Someone wrote, “The Bible shows us that there is a land beyond the deep water of baptism. Christ brings us through the Jordan in that Promised Land. Whoever through faith wants to die with Him, will also live with Him in that new reality. New heaven and new earth are near, namely beyond the water of baptism.”

Meanwhile, Br. & Sr., we should not forget that this wonderful future perspective involves consequences for our life today. For belonging to Christ means, vs. 11, that today already, we must reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. What this means we will see in the second point of the sermon.
II
Through baptism, Br. & Sr., our life has come on the account of Christ’s name. In the first point of the sermon, we heard what this means, with respect to the new life that is awaiting us. Since through baptism we died with Christ, we shall also live with Him, vs. 8. We learned, this is something still to come, nevertheless today already it should show up in our life that we are on our way to this glorious future. Since we are Christ’s, we have been transferred today already to the kingdom of God’s love. In that kingdom, Satan no longer has any authority over us, nor has sin. 
True, Satan and sin still try very hard, even from within us when our old nature is still playing up. Yet they have no longer any rightful claim. By right, we are Christ’s, even though it not always shows up in our life. 
Somewhere I read the following example to make this clear that being Christ’s does not straightaway also makes us into a different person without sin. It’s like a person who has lived for years on end under the iron hand of a ruthless dictator, once set free initially that person may find it difficult in handling that freedom in the right way.
 Nevertheless, the person is truly free. Well, likewise through Christ’s accomplished work we have been set free from the guilt and power of sin. As such, this is an established fact through faith in Jesus Christ. Through faith – this means we must believe this. It is the Holy Spirit, who works this faith in us, thus imparting to us what we have in Christ. Hence – so Paul says in vs. 11 – we must consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
In evangelical circles, this is explained as follows that a truly reborn Christian will no longer sin. One of them wrote the following, when saying that daily we have to fight against our old nature, in fact you are saying that you fight against a corpse, i.e. against a dead person.
 According to these people, whenever Scripture speaks about our old nature, it is referring to the time before we were reborn. Reborn, our old nature has died once for all. 
This reasoning, however, does not do justice to what Scripture truly teaches, it mixes up tow different things, namely what has been granted to us in Christ by right, and what through a process of sanctification through the power of the Holy Spirit, we have to make our own. 
I may refer here to what the apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, in particular in Ch. 4. In this letter, he addresses saints, who are faithful in Jesus Christ, 
 but who are now also called to live accordingly. These saints are called to put off the old man.
 The verb used here points to a continuing process, a process of sanctification in which we as believers have to grow, living from what in Christ has been promised to us. 
To the saints and faithful brethren in Colosse
 Paul writes that they must seek the things that are above, where Christ is.
 Therefore, Col. 3, 12ff, “…” See there, Br. & Sr. what it means in actual terms to reckon oneself dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. It’s a reality given to us in Christ, yet through power from above we must now also live from this reality, making it our own.
Whoever refuses to do so will continue to live in sin and as consequence will be alive to sin and dead to God. Yet whoever in faith makes what he has received in Christ his own will instead be dead to sin and alive to God. Yes, then in the battle against sin we will conquer every time we cling to Christ and His power. 
See there beloved, how we are to live from the riches of Good Friday and Easter. Indeed as God’s children in faith, we have the firm assurance that these redemptive events have changed our life for good.
Just imagine, Br. & Sr., if these events had not taken place. In I Cor. 15 the apostle Paul writes, then we would be of all men the most pitiable.
  Because then we would still be in our sin, our faith would be futile. Then there was no hope for this life or for the future life. Yet Calvary and Easter are facts that cannot be denied, and therefore through faith in Jesus Christ we are dead to sin and alive to God. Looking at your personal life, beloved, you may wonder whether this is really true. Yet the point is we must accept this in faith, realizing that what is impossible as far as we are concerned is possible with God. He will work this in us by power from above.
Luther once wrote, what you believe you have. This is indeed true, beloved. When you believe in God’s grace, you have it through faith. The same applies to the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Well, back to Romans 6, 11, do you believe that in Christ you are dead to sin and alive to God? If so, if you truly embrace this reality in faith, God will work this out in your life today already through faith. Isn’t it wonderful, beloved, that we may cling to this reality, every day again.
No, all this makes the battle against sin not easy all of a sudden, or less serious. The apostle Paul writes about this in Ch. 7 of this same letter. So often when we want to do good, evil is near, says Paul, Romans 7, 15, “…” In this verse and the verse following, Paul analyzes, yet does not understand the conflict he finds within himself. Sin still accompanies his new identity in Christ. Br. & Sr., don we often struggle with the same conflict. Daily we have to contend with the weakness of our faith and the evil desires of our flesh and yet in Christ we have been set free from the power of sin. How is the one to be reconciled with the other? Is all this not a dreadful contradiction? 
Thankfully it’s not beloved. The point is who rules our life: the devil or Christ. Who is the one who has dominion over us? Let us just for a moment turn to the Canons of Dort, where the same problem is addressed in Ch. V, 1 + 2, “…” quote and explain!
In this present life, beloved, the devil will continue trying his utmost to make us sin. Yet, when we cling to Christ, drawing strength from the fact that we have been baptized into His death, sin should no longer have dominion over us. Then through weakness at times we may fall into sin, but when this happens, we may cling to the promise signified and sealed to us in our baptism, not despairing of God’s mercy nor continuing in sin. For freed from sin, we should not continue in it, but break with it and walk in newness of life.

Thus, beloved, whenever you struggle with that tiring battle against sin in your life, and is it not tiring indeed at times – yet when tiring consider your baptism. Remember to whom you belong, cling to Him the Lord Jesus Christ, who through the Holy Spirit will make his power perfect in your life even through our weaknesses. Live from the fruit of Good Friday and Easter, and also of the riches of Pentecost. Christ is in heaven, yet through His Spirit He came back and is near us, yes in us, to work that new life. Never forget this, beloved, hold on to it. How? 
We read it in the Canons of Dort, Ch. V, 2, through the Spirit of prayer and by holy exercises of godliness, longing and striving for the goal of perfection, when delivered from this body of death we may reign with the Lamb in heaven.
Beloved we are indeed on our way to a glorious future. Let us daily stay focused on that future, not looking at the things that are transient, i.e. the things this present world may have on offer for us, instead let us render our heart to Christ, our living Saviour, who will offer us true life through faith in Him. True life and this eternally – that’s what we have received in Christ and this totally underserved. Beloved, shouldn’t this indeed cause us to take the battle against sin in our life more serious?

We have been baptized, we are Christ’s. May God grant that this is now also to see in your and my life, beloved. Never be ashamed of the mark and emblem of Christ you have been given to wear, but instead wear it with joy to God’s glory and your own comfort.                                                    Amen.
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