Liturgy:
Reading : Rev. 20

Text       : Rev. 20, 1-3, 7-10

Ps.    93 : 1,2,3

Ps.    93 : 4

Ps.      2 : 1,2

Hy.   35 : 1,2,3,4,5

Hy    59 : 1,2,3

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

The text chosen for this morning’s sermon often leaves bible readers with many questions, especially with respect to that period of 1000 years, during which Satan will be bound. When will this be, or has this period perhaps been already, so that today we live in the time that Satan has been released from prison, that short period prior to Christ’s return. Is this perhaps the time we live in today? Another question is, if we still live in that period during which Satan is locked up, does this mean that at present Satan’s power is but very limited. Yet if so, how is this to be reconciled with other passages of Scripture, which speak about Satan as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour,
 or does also this refer only that short period close to Christ’s return, when Satan will be released from his prison?
These are all kind of questions, people often struggle which when reading Rev. 20, whereby it’s not always easy to give clear answers in response to questions like these. Yet, Br. & Sr., one thing is over-abundantly clear from this chapter, namely that the victory belongs to Christ. That’s the great comfort, which we as God’s children may derive from this chapter. Even though the battle will become very severe, especially towards the close of the age, nevertheless the outcome of this battle is sure. Christ will triumph. D-Day, decision day, i.e. when on Calvary Christ defeated Satan by His death on the cross, will be followed by V-Day, victory day, when Christ will return on the clouds of heaven, and Satan will be cast in the lake of fire and brimstone. Thus, also Rev. 20 will make clear that the reins of history are the hands of Christ, to whom upon His ascension into heaven the Father has given all authority in heaven and on earth. Dealing with Rev. 20 this morning, it is in particular this glorious kingship of Christ, on which we will focus, and which I have chosen also as theme for this morning’s sermon, namely as follows,
CHRIST’S GLORIOUS KINGSHIP

MAKES SATAN LOOSE THE BATTLE

For as the One who has all authority in heaven and on earth

1) At present Christ restrains Satan’s power

2) Whilst at the close of the age He will destroy Satan’s power

I
The book of Revelation, Br. & Sr., describes in symbolic language the history of the battle between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman, and this from various angles, time and again highlighting the defeat of Satan. The book is not written in chronological order as a timeline towards the close of the age, instead repeatedly it takes a new vantage point describing history from the beginning to its end. In Ch. 19, 11 – 21 we read how Christ’s return will bring the final battle to a climax. The beast and his armies are defeated and thrown into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. With this final battle, the history of this present world has ended. That is chapter 19.
Coming now to Ch. 20, this same battle is described again, yet from a different vantage point, especially in the verses 7 – 10 of this chapter, whereby the verses prior to this passage inform us about what precedes this final battle. In these verses, we receive some kind of radioscopy of the history of the NT church, first putting the spotlight on what transpires on earth, verses 1 – 3. Next, in the verses 4-6, we read about what transpires in heaven during the same period. In both sections, once again the main focus is on the victory of Christ.
The verses 1 – 3 inform us abound the binding of Satan, who is thrown in the bottomless pit. In a vision, the apostle John sees an angel coming down from heaven. This angel is sent by the Lord Jesus Christ with the command to bind the devil with a great chain. Of course, we should not think of a literal chain here. In symbolic language, we read here that it was quite a task to bind this furious opponent, to bind him and then to throw him in the bottomless pit. We read about this bottomless pit or abyss also in Ch. 9. It is the place where Satan and his allies are kept in custody before the final judgment day.
The question now is what does this binding of Satan mean. First, it tells us that our adversary, although roaring like a lion, has but only limited power. He is on chain, which is controlled by God. Why? The simple answer is, because of what happened on Calvary, where Satan lost the battle. In this respect, there is indeed a great difference between Satan’s position during the time of the OT and his position after Calvary. To a certain extent – indeed only to a certain extent, for God was in control also during the time of the OT, and Satan’s defeat was already prophesied right from the beginning of history, Gen. 3, 15 – nevertheless, during the time of the OT, to a certain extent Satan had free play. He even had still access to heaven, as we learn from the book of Job. Yet, this right he lost upon Christ’s ascension, as we learn from Rev. 12. In vs. 5 of this chapter, we read that the male Child was caught up to God and His throne, which is a reference to Christ’s ascension. Next, it reads in the verses 7 – 9, “…” From these verses, we learn that Christ’s victory on the cross had indeed sweeping consequences. Satan together with all fallen angels were thrown out of heaven on the earth, where they continued their war against the offspring of the woman, who had given birth to the male Child. This offspring is the NT church. Thus the war continued, a furious war, in particular because Satan knows that since Calvary he is fighting a losing battle. Indeed a losing battle – nevertheless fought by a severe opponent, as the names mentioned in Rev. 20 make clear. The opponent is the dragon of Rev. 12. This name points to his monstrous power and hideous enmity against Christ and His church. This enmity goes back to Paradise, since this dragon is the same as that serpent of old, who is still alive. Yet no matter how powerful Satan is, God is more powerful, able even to chain this monstrous adversary, thus limiting Satan in his power to destroy the church.
In Rev.20, we read that this binding of Satan is only for a certain period, 1000 years. This number we should not take literally, but symbolic instead. 1000 = 10 x 10 x 10 and thus points to completion, indicating Christ will complete the task He has begun to fulfill God’s plan with this present history. This period of 1000 years started with Christ’s ascension, when upon entering the throne of God He received all authority in heaven and on earth. Christ’s ascension heralded the final stage of history. From the enemies’ point of view, the book of Revelation speaks about this period as time, times and halve a time; in other words, a broken number. Yet from Christ’s point of view, it is a complete number. 1000 years, by Scripture also called the last days, the period from Christ’s ascension to His return, or more precisely – as we learn from Rev. 20 – till a short time before His return; 1000 years during which Satan is bound, i.e. has but limited power only.
Yet, how is all this now to be reconciled with other passages in Scripture, which speak about the fierceness of our adversary? In Rev. 12 – after we read that Satan was cast out of heaven – it says, “Woe, to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”
 Moreover, daily we see how powerful Satan is not only in society but also in the church. So, what does this binding mean, if meanwhile the devil is fully active in trying to pull people away from God? In Rev. 20 we read, Satan was bound, “so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.”
 What is meant with these words?
Looking at the period of thousand years as described before, i.e. the time starting with Pentecost until close to Christ’s return, we can say that during this time God did not allow Satan to prevent the gospel from being preached. Instead, missionaries went out to proclaim the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ also to the Gentiles. During the time of the OT, Satan so to speak had free play to deceive the Gentile nations, who as from Gen. 11onwards somehow were put on a sidetrack, God making a covenant with Abram and his descendants. However, already in Gen 12, God also had said to Abram that in him all the families of the earth would be blessed. That’s why after Pentecost the nations come in view again. They too have to hear the gospel and for this reason, Satan is chained, curtailed in his power of deceiving the nations.
In fact, his power was being curtailed already during Jesus’ public ministry on earth. At that time already, we see a beginning of the binding of the devil, e.g. when the Lord Jesus triumphed over him, when tempted by the devil in the wilderness. As a result, the Lord Jesus began to ‘cast out’ demons. At another instance, when the seventy are sent out – Luke 10 – upon their return they report to the Lord Jesus, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”
 After this, Christ says in response, Luke 10, 18, “I saw Satan fall like a lightning from heaven.” Some time later, some Greeks wished to see the Lord Jesus to speak about the hour of His glorification. Speaking with his disciples about this the Lord Jesus also spoke the following words, “Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be cast out – the same word again – and I will be lifted up from the earth, drawing all people to Myself.”
 Here already – in a similar way as in Rev. 20 – the Lord Jesus links the casting out of Satan with the fact that not only Jews, as was the rule in the past, but ‘all men’, i.e. both Greek as wells as Jews,  shall be drawn to Christ. This instance with these Greek thus functions as a prelude of Pentecost and what would happen afterwards, when as fruit of Christ’s victory on Calvary Satan would be bound so that he can deceive the nations no more.
Of course, this does not mean Satan will be rendered powerless altogether. He is still able to move around on the earth. He is still able to attack people, trying to catch them in his devilish snares, cunningly and craftily; hence, the woe of Rev. 12, to which I already referred. Yes, even during his time of imprisonment Satan will still prowl around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. Yet one thing Satan will not be able to do during these thousand years, namely to stir up the Gentile people as a whole in common battle against the NT church. His imprisonment will prevent him from opposing the gospel to out to the ends of the earth.
Beloved, isn’t this what we have seen after Pentecost, that Satan was indeed restrained in his power. He could not prevent the church from being gathered from all tribes, tongues, and nations. Again, this does not mean that Satan was rendered powerless altogether. There are many instances in church history during which he mobilized people to oppose the triumph of the gospel, e.g. during times of fierce persecutions. Yet repeatedly it appeared that blood of the martyrs was the seed of the church. Despite all these attacks, Satan was unable to bring Christ’s church gathering work to a halt. Christ as conqueror remained in control and reigned supreme. True, there were those who were slain for the Word of God, blood-witnesses, but as we also read in Rev. 20, those who died here on earth for the sake of the gospel now reign with Christ in heaven during those thousand years, Rev. 20, 4, “…”
Rev. 20 thus bears testimony to Christ’s glorious kingship. Before Christ died on the cross the devil had the kingdoms of this world at his disposal. That’s how he tempted the Lord Jesus in the desert.
 Yet after His death and resurrection all authority in heaven and on earth is given to Christ. During the time of the OT, after God had called Abram, Satan had free play as far the Gentile nations were concerned. Yet after Pentecost, he must concede ground. Starting with a group of 120 people at Jerusalem it will grow to a multitude that no one can number. How was this possible? The apostle John, who for the sake of the gospel has been exiled on the island Patmos, receives the answer. This was possible, since Satan was bound for a thousand years so that he could deceive the nations no more. Thus, Satan was chained in order that the gospel could go out unchained.
II
From the first point of the sermon, we learned that Christ’s glorious kingship causes Satan to loose the battle, his power is curtailed, he is bound, so that he should deceive the nations no more and this for a period of one thousand years. This period started when Christ ascended into heaven and ten days later the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the congregation in Jerusalem. According to a word the Lord Jesus had spoken during His ministry on earth, this was after our Saviour had entered the house of the strong man and bound him, in order that he could plunder his goods.

The end of the thousands years will be shortly before Christ’s return on the clouds of heaven. Then these years will have expired; literally translated in reads in vs. 7, “Then the thousand years will have become full,” meaning the work Christ wanted to accomplish during those thousand years that Satan was bound will have finished. This work is the gathering of His church from all tribes, tongues, and nations. The number of the elect will be complete. Upon the completion of this work, Satan will yet receive a short period of release from his imprisonment, but only at the time appointed by God. In other words, Satan can’t do a thing without the active permission of the almighty God, who is in fully control even during this short time of Satan’s release.
From this, we learn, Br. & Sr., when the nations gather together against Christ’s congregation on earth, it will not be in the first place be caused by political factors. Instead, Christ who has all authority in haven and on earth, will determine the time, when Satan will receive opportunity to make his final attack on the church, marching up over the breadth of the earth with an army of united nations, surrounding the camp of the saints and the beloved city. 
What now does this mean in more practical terms, especially when it reads in verses 7b + 8, “Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations, which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, together them together to battle.” Does this refer to an actual war with marching armies, tanks, and missiles? Will Satan actually mobilize all the nations in a final war? Moreover, who are these nations at the four corners of the earth and where will they assemble? In vs. 9a it reads, “…” The expression ‘the camp of the saints’ reminds us of the Israelite camp in the desert during the time of the OT, whilst the words ‘beloved city’ makes us think of the city Jerusalem. Does this mean that this army of united nations literally will march up against Jerusalem, as we find it on the map today. People who hold the millennial viewpoint indeed believe this. Yet they forget that in the NT the name Jerusalem often refers to the church. Yet even then, this still leave us with the question where this battle will take place?
It’s clear, Br. & Sr., when trying to mark the demarcation line between Satan’s army and God’s people merely in geographical terms, one gets entangled in a web of all kind of speculative thoughts. Therefore we do better to drop the idea of a war fought with conventional weapons, nor does Rev. 20 refer to nations that are literally found on the map. This becomes evident when we compare Rev. 20 with the parallel prophecy in Ez. 38. Ez. 38 must indeed be read first of all in a historical context, especially when we read about God of the land of Magog, who as chief prince of Meshech and Tubal marshals the nations against Israel. Yet in Rev. 20 these historical details fade away. Gog of the land of Magog, now becomes God and Magog as combined name for the nations which are at the four corners of the earth. In symbolic language this simply refer to ‘the nations of the earth’, in other words a world-wide attack on the church.
What kind of attack do we have to think of here? In vs. 7 the work of Satan is described as a work of deception. It reads there, Satan will deceive the nations to assemble for war against the church. This refers more likely to a spiritual warfare, as also the apostle Paul speaks about it in his letter to the Ephesians, Ch. 6, 12, “…” I may refer here also to a sermon delivered a number of weeks ago on 2 Thess. 2, which speaks about the man of lawlessness, who towards the end of the age also will deceive many with great sings and wonders. The revelation of this man of lawlessness and the release of Satan shortly before Christ’s return basically refer to the same period. In 2 Thess 2 we read that the mystery of lawlessness is already at work.
In a similar way as we raised the question a few weeks ago, also now the question could be raised do we today already live in that period that Satan has been released, especially when we look at all the lawlessness we see in today’s society and how Satan indeed deceives the mind of many. In today’s society, the church has become an insignificant entity. We live in what sometimes is called a post-Christian era. Does all this mean, Satan is busy with his final attack?

In response to questions like these, I would like to stress that we must be very careful to engage ourselves in all kind of calculations and speculations. It is only upon Christ’s return that we will learn how long Satan was already released and whether we indeed lived in that period of a little while prior to Christ’s return. Yet one thing is clear, the hands on God’s clock are rapidly progressing towards this great day, even though Scripture does not tell us the exact date, or details that we can work out this date. Instead, Scripture simply calls us to be watchful and not to slacken in faith.

Next, Scripture also offers us great comfort in pointing us to Christ, who even during this period of Satan’s release remains in control. Thus, no matter how fierce Satan’s final attack will be, he will not be able to confound God’s work. Though he may deceive the nations into thinking that a real and absolute victory over the church is possible, he will not succeed. For, at the very moment, when together with his army of united nations he is busy surrounding the camp of the saints and the beloved city, God will send fire to the earth to consume Satan’s hordes. Whilst next he will be thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where he together with the beast and the false prophet will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Thus, when Satan makes his final attack, God will not allow him to touch the camp of the saints. Even before Satan can make his attack real, God intervenes to preserve those who are His. Satan is allowed to surround the beloved city, the church, but when he finally reaches out to touch the saints, Christ will come as Judge from heaven to destroy Satan’s power and to deliver the saints. Thus the victory is Christ’s and through Him also ours. That’s the comfort, we derive from the passage of Scripture. In this context I also think of that word Christ spoke shortly before His death on the cross, when He was still together with his disciples, when He said, “In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

Be of good cheer – that’s what Christ also says to us today, for the victory is Mine. Therefore, beloved, always rejoice in Christ, your heavenly King, who has all authority in heaven and on earth. He rules even over Satan, so that this enemy of the church can do a thing without His will. How great a comfort this is! For us it is now to live from this comfort, also when we go through tough times. Christ reigns, He is in control, and our lives are safe in his almighty hands. Has Christ not said so, when he left this earth, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the close of the age.” That’s why Satan will never succeed in destroying God’s work, not during that last and final attack shortly before Christ’s return. For Christ reigns, and the church for which He shed His precious blood, is safe in his hands, always!
Amen
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