Liturgy:

Reading : Psalm 130

Text       : Psalm 130, 3 + 4

Ps.    57 : 1,4,5

Ps.    65 : 2

Hy      7 : 9

Ps.  130 : 1,2,3,4

Ps.  103 : 1,4
Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
The Lord willing coming Sunday once again we may celebrate Hoy Supper. Through this sacrament, the Lord wants to reassure us of His hearty love and faithfulness. This love the Lord Jesus showed in particular when on Calvary He bore for us the wrath of God, under which we should have perished eternally. Thus by His bitter death on the cross and the shedding of His blood Christ freed us from guilt an everlasting condemnation. His death means life for us! Every time we celebrate Holy Supper, we are reminded of these riches. Through the visible signs of broken bread and poured out wine Christ reassures us that He has indeed fully paid for all our sins. That’s why when eating from the bread and drinking from the cup we receive such great comfort, the same comfort of which also the Heidelberg Catechism speaks so richly in LD 1. Yet this same Lord’s Day also states, in order to enjoy this comfort we must know, first, how great our sins and misery are, second, how we are delivered from it, and third, how we are to be thankful to God for such deliverance.
Misery, deliverance, and thankfulness – a well-know triad, which is repeated also throughout the liturgical forms. I think of the Form for the Baptism, for example, where it says, “by nature we are children of wrath” (misery), yet by baptism God “established an eternal covenant of grace with us” (deliverance), which calls and obliges us to a new obedience (thankfulness).  I could also refer to the Form for the Public Profession of Faith (explain!)
Misery, deliverance, and thankfulness – the same triad we also meet in the three points of self-examination in the Form for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. In preparation for next’s week celebration of this supper, also in this morning’s sermon I would like to pay attention to this same triad, focusing on Psalm 130, which is

A CRY OUT OF THE DEPTHS

in which the sinner
1) confesses his sins (misery)

2) yet clings to God’s steadfast love (redemption)

3) which motivates him to fear the LORD (thankfulness)
I
I think I’m not mistaken, Br. & Sr., when I say that there is hardly a day in our life that we will not pray to the LORD, asking Him to forgive us our sins. One could almost say, it’s part of our daily routine. We are sinful, and so daily we pray to the LORD to forgive us our sins and shortcomings. Oftentimes this happens in a very general way. Yes, how often do we mention a particular sin by name? I’m afraid not all that often. 
Also, when praying for forgiveness of sins, do we really feel guilty? What I mean is, is there always a real awareness of sins and a sincere confession that we have offended God with our sins, or is this often lacking? I don’t want to generalize here, but at the same time I’m afraid that in putting these more or less rhetorical questions, I’m not all that far beyond the truth. 
In addition, what need is there to feel guilty, since God wants to forgive us our sins. And yet we confess with LD 1 HC, to enjoy the comfort spoken about in this Lord’s Day, first I must know how great my sins and misery are? Well, beloved, this involves more that just saying, “I am sinful and therefore, I am in need of forgiveness.”
When we open Scripture, we learn that upright children of God never ask for forgiveness of sins in a cheap or superficial way. For, beloved, this is simply impossible, since every time we sin we grieve our great Father in heaven. Whenever we sin, no matter how small at times the sin may seem to be in our own eyes– nevertheless, whenever we sin, even with what we would call just a small sin, we provoke God’s anger and insult God’s holy majesty. We may make light of certain sins, which in our eyes may seem to be not that bad. Yet, beloved, God never makes light of any sin. From LD 44 HC we learn that even the slightest thought or desire contrary to any of God’s commandments makes us already guilty before God.
Saying this, beloved, it is not my intention to depress you this morning; to take away the joy of faith that God graciously forgives us our sins, when we sincerely ask this of Him. Yet this joy will only become greater when we also see how badly we need God’s forgiveness. Yes, then I think of the author of Psalm 130, who cries out of the depths, “Lord, hear my voiced! Let Thy ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.”

Out of the depths – the reference is here to deep waters of sorrow that overwhelm the author, a picture of a person almost drowning. Who would not scream out for help when this would happen to him or her? Well, beloved, that’s how the author of Psalm 130 cries out the depth to God, since he knows himself in a far more serious and terrifying predicament than drowning physically. He looks at his life full of sins and shortcomings, not in a superficial way as we at times may do it, but in a real awareness of sin and guilt. O LORD, looking at my life, how would I ever be able to stand before Thee, vs. 3, “…”
As to this prayer recorded in vs. 3, I would like to highlight a few elements, which so easily can be overlooked. First, I like to point to the names with which the author addresses God. He uses two different names: LORD with capital letters and Lord with small letters.
First, he uses the name LORD with capital letters, which is God’s covenantal name. Well, as the God of the covenant the LORD does not tolerate it when we as His children give the love of our heart to something or someone else. As it reads in the second commandment of God’s covenant Law, the LORD is a jealous God, who wants His people completely for Him alone. In sovereign love, the LORD has given Himself to us, and therefore the LORD cannot stand it when we despise this love by flirting with the world, for example. The LORD says, I’ve redeemed you from that live of emptiness and therefore you should no longer flirt with these pleasures of sin.

The author of Psalm 130 sees his own sinful life and then cries out, “Lord –now with small letters – who can stand? Lord with small letters, which refers to God’s heavenly majesty, God as the holy God, great is majesty, Creator of heaven and earth, the almighty One. Well, who would be able to stand when this God marks iniquities? Who could stand when God would look at us, children of His who daily fail to live up to the mark of what He requires.
Who could stand? It’s a rhetorical question that expects as answer: no one. Indeed, beloved, if God would mark iniquities, we all would perish under God’s wrath. Yes, even we who are God’s children, even we would perish. God is holy and He wants us as His children to live holy as well and this in every area of life. Yet who of us can say that he does? Daily we fall short. At times we even willfully transgress God’s commandments. Every time this happens, we grieve our great Father in heaven. 
Moreover, God also abhors sin. That’s why He can not leave our sins unpunished. We know this also from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q + A 11, “…” Thus because of our sins we have no longer any right to live. This applies also to us, we who are children of God. Beloved, let us never think that whenever we sin we get away with it more easily than unbelievers do. We too deserve God’s wrath. The LORD never makes light of sin, never turns a blind eye to sin. Therefore, let us never make light of sin either. Let us never think it could be worse. After all, for every single sin in our life, no matter how small at times it may seem to be in our eyes – for every single sin in our life, Christ had to shed His precious blood on Calvary. 
Yes, in particular Calvary, Br. & Sr., highlights how serious God takes sin. In the Form for the solemnization of the Lord’s Supper it reads, “The wrath of God against sin is so great that He could not leave it unpunished, but has punished it in His beloved Son Jesus Christ by the bitter and shameful death on the cross.”  On Calvary Christ bore the wrath of God, and this for us and in our place, in order that we might live without feeling threatened by God’s wrath. However, beloved, this should never cause us to make light of sin. For – as I said it before - especially Calvary makes clear that God takes sin indeed very serious.
Sin kindles God’s wrath. Again, I don’t say this to come across gloomy this morning or to depress you. It’s not my intention this morning to foster some kind of guilt neurosis or any other frustration. Instead, Psalm 130 points to the seriousness of sin to stress the essentialness of forgiveness and of asking for forgiveness, and then we too can learn from this psalm.

For, let us be honest, beloved, when drawing near to God in prayer, so often the prayer for forgiveness seems to be no more than just an addendum, like, “All this we ask of Thee in the forgiveness of our sins, for Christ’s sake, Amen.” Now, I don’t say that we may never conclude our prayer like this. Yet a sentence like this does surely not point to brokenness because of our sins, and yet that’s what God asks, a contrite heart, sincere repentance, and this not to make us acceptable in the sight of God, but to show sincerity also when we pray for forgiveness. Do we really ask for forgiveness because we feel without God forgiving our sins we cannot live or merely out of custom? I am afraid that at times our prayer for forgiveness is but a far cry from the prayer of that tax collector, “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.” Is the reason, that we are not so much in need of forgiveness as that tax collector? That’s what the Pharisee thought. 
Beloved, perhaps we should look a bit closer in the mirror of God’s law to see how we really look in the eyes of God. Yes, then I see what a mess I make of my life, every day again and then I start indeed crying out from the depth, “Lord be merciful to me a sinner. LORD, I do not deserve Thy love, not for one bit, O Lord. Yet I cling to Thy promises.
I realize that we may cling to God’s promises, also to the promise of forgiveness and thus may rejoice. Yet this should never cause us to gloss over the things with which we grieve our great Father in heaven, taking God’s forgiveness almost for granted. God desires a broken and contrite heart. Moreover, who of us would ever make light of his or her sins, when remembering that Christ had to die for every single sin we have committed.
Beloved, let us remember this also next week when coming to the table of the Lord, realizing that it is only because of God’s grace that we are made worthy partakers of this heavenly food and drink. I can come to table only since Christ shed His precious blood also for me. Thus, our seat at the Lord’s Table has been paid for with a precious price. That’s why those who do not truly grieve over their sins and do not repent from them can’t come to this table. They should abstain from this supper, otherwise their judgment will be the heavier.

II
Psalm 130, Br. & Sr., opens with a cry of desperation. When considering how much we have grieved God with our sins, can we still expect forgiveness? It’s this question, with which also the second part of the Heidelberg Catechism starts, Q 12, “…”  Yes, “if Thou LORD should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?” The expected answer is: none! But then we read in vs. 4 of Psalm 130 that wonderful and surprising answer, “…” This answer is not only surprising in itself, but it’s also surprising that it’s given with full certainty. Though because of my sins I have no longer any rights with God, yea deserve His wrath, God will still show me His love. The author of Psalm 130 is sure of this. There is no doubt whatsoever. Assured in faith he knows God will not mark transgression, for there is forgiveness with Thee.
With Thee, i.e. with God – there lies our certainty, in God as the God of the covenant, who after the fall into sin set out to seek man, promising us His Son. For, God did not want the death of the sinner. David sings of this love of God in Psalm 103, that section which is also quoted in the Form for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Psalm 103, 8 – 12, “…”  

Well, beloved, that’s why also the author of Psalm 130 can speak with such great certainty, “But there is forgiveness with Thee.” He repeats this with different words in the concluding part of this psalm, vs. 7, “…” 
Abundant redemption, since the LORD is eager to redeem us, i.e. to redeem us from sin, eager to cleanse our lives in the blood of Christ and to renew us after His image by the power of the Holy Spirit. Yes, beloved, then we marvel, when we look at our life and see that despite all the sins and shortcomings by which daily grieve God, He still wants to continue with us. God’s mercies, which are new every morning – LORD, who am I that I my share in such an abundant redemption.
The author of Psalm 130 thus clings to God’s covenant promises. He firmly believes that his sins are forgiven, even though in his day the foundation for this forgiveness still had to be laid. From that point of view, beloved, we have even more reason never to doubt God’s forgiveness, since we may look back at Calvary, where Christ shed His blood for our sins to redeem us. Thus in Christ we may be fully assured of God’s fatherly love. That’s how also coming Sunday we may come to the table of the Lord, “fully assured that no sin or weakness, which still remains in us against our will, can prevent us from being received by God in grace and from being made worthy partakers of this heavenly food and drink.” Then at times, it can happen that certain sins we have committed still worry us. Will God really forgive them? Yet, beloved, when there is indeed true repentance from a broken and contrite heart, no sin will be too great for God to forgive. As long as we live in today’s grace, the way to return to God is always open. With the LORD is abundant redemption, indeed!

This assurance, beloved, should not cause us to become complacent nor cause us to take God’s forgiveness for granted. Forgiveness is not something on which can count almost automatically > as long as you pray for it, it will be okay. After all, – as I said it before – we should never forget what precious price had to be paid for it. The precious blood of God’s own beloved Son was to be shed for your and my sins. Thus, we should indeed treasure the forgiveness of our sins always as something very special, only then we will also grow in thankfulness towards God. Also, then we no longer shrug our shoulder about certain sins in our life, but we will fight against them, we will flee from sin and amend our life in accordance with God’s commandments. This brings me to the final point of this morning’s sermon.

III
From the second point of the sermon, we learned that the forgiveness of sins is a very precious gift, bestowed upon us totally undeserved. How now are we to accept this gift? Going back to LD 1 HC, we learn that to live and die in the joy of the comfort that we belong to Christ both in life and in death we need to know:
· how great our sins and misery are (first point of the sermon)

· how we are redeemed from all our sins and misery (second point of the sermon)

· thirdly, we also need to know how to be thankful to God for such deliverance!

Well, the concluding part of the text chosen for this morning’s sermon helps us out how to show this thankfulness. It says there > there is forgiveness that God may be feared. That is the aim God has with forgiving us our sins, that He may be feared by us. What does this mean? Very simple, beloved, in forgiving us our sins God shows us His love, but now He also asks from us that we show love towards Him, love from an undivided heart. To fear the LORD simply means to be committed to God with our whole life, as we promised it on the day of our profession of faith. Let us go back to this form, once more, Q 3 + 4a, “…” 

To fear the LORD, Br. & Sr. has nothing to do with being afraid of God, afraid that He will punish us as soon as He sees that we do something wrong. Instead, the point is, when realizing how much we grieve our great Father in heaven with the sins we do – if we could only see the hurt we cause God – we would indeed hate and flee from all sin. Isn’t this how it is in a good father-child relationship. When a child really loves his father, it will make sure to obey father’s will, not because he is afraid that otherwise father may punish him, but a child that really loves his father does so out of deep respect for his father. 
Well, beloved, that’s fearing the LORD. Then we stand in awe of God, not because we are scared of God, but in awe of all that He has done for us and this totally undeserved. Then we stand in awe that in the Lord Jesus Christ God gives us every day again a possibility to a make a new start, no matter how much at times we have messed up our life. Yes, then looking at my life, I indeed stand in awe, and say, “LORD is this really possible; even after all that I have done wrong, still a new start? Yes, then  marveling at so great a love for me a sinner, I have only one desire to live for the LORD, to fear Him.
God thus grants us forgiveness of sins so that once again with love and delight as redeemed children of God we may give our life in His service. God thus wants us to live as joyful children of His out of thankfulness for all the blessings so richly bestowed upon us.

This brings me to a final question, why is it that we are active in the service of the LORD? Is it – to put it bluntly – that we want to go to heaven and not to hell?  If that would be the reason, beloved, faith would be nothing else than some kind of life insurance which covers us against certain dangers. You had better do, for otherwise … 
Yet Scripture offers us a totally different concept. Our life with the LORD is based not on fear, but it rests in God’s love towards us sinful children of His. It is out of thankfulness for this love of God shown to us in Christ that we want to make sure that we obey the LORD in everything, not because of fear what God may do to us, but because of the hurt we may do to God. Then we will do our utmost not to offend God’s love by living our own life without thinking of God. Instead, it will be our aim with love and delight to live in accordance with Father’s commandments. 
In addition, we then also long for the day that we will serve God in perfection without sin and enjoy full communion with God. Then we wait for the LORD more than watchmen for the morning. To those watchmen sometimes the night seemed to be endless. They were really longing for the first glimmering of the morning, for then they would be relieved and could go home. Well, beloved, we should wait even more eagerly to be home with the LORD forever. When this longing is really there, beloved, it will also show up in a life that is pleasing to the LORD.
This morning, the focus of the sermon was on the triad ‘misery – redemption – thankfulness’. We did so in view of next week’s celebration of the Lord’s Supper, in order that we may really celebrate this supper to our comfort. The three points of this morning’s sermon ran parallel with the three points of self-examination as you find them in the Form for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Let us just turn to this form for a moment.

It reads there, “In order…”  And then on the next page it reads, “True self-examination consist of the following three parts:…” 

First, the LORD asks us to consider our sins and accursedness, so that we detesting ourselves, may humble ourselves before Him. This means – as we heard it in the first point of this morning’s sermon – we should never make light of the sins we have committed, but always realize that Christ had to die for all my sins.

Secondly, displeased with ourselves we may cling to God’s promise of forgiveness, realizing that with the LORD there is indeed abundant redemption. Abundant – since for the sake of Christ’s blood, God will not impute to us, wretched sinners, any of our transgressions nor the evil that still clings to us. Instead, He will cover our nakedness with the righteousness of Christ. How great a gift this is, beloved?

Therefore, thirdly, overwhelmed by God’s undeserved love towards us, it will now also be our desire to show true thankfulness to God with our entire life.

See, beloved, that’s how we ought to examine ourselves to receive true comfort from next week’s celebration of the Lord’s Supper, in order that we may indeed celebrate this supper as a feast, rejoicing in the communion with Christ and the fellowship with one another, and all this as a foretaste of the marriage feast of the Lamb.
Beloved, let us then work what we have heard this morning, so that we will be blessed indeed when next week Sunday the Lord invites us at His table.

Amen.
� Psalm 130, 2
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