Liturgy:
Reading : Deut. 10, 12 – 22

                 Rev. 12,  13 – 17 

Text        : Mt. 4, 8 – 11

Ps.     63 : 1,2

Ps.     63 : 3

Hy.    53 : 2

Ps.     37 : 1,2,3

Ps.   145 : 4,5

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Was it just big talk from the side of the devil when he said to the Lord Jesus, I can give you all the kingdoms of this world and their glory? Had the devil power to provide Jesus with this? This question may play on our mind, when reading this third temptation. What power did the devil actually have here? During his ministry on earth, on a number of occasions the Lord Jesus spoke about the devil as ‘the ruler of this world’.
 Yet, isn’t God the ruler of this world? It is these questions, beloved, which lay at the very root of this third temptation. In this temptation, so to speak the devil plays his last but also highest trump card. He throws off his mask, putting it very bluntly to Jesus: all the kingdoms of this world and their glory you can have, if only you will fall down and worship me.
The devil knows quite well that he is on the losing end. He knows quite well that his kingdom is close to bankruptcy, on the verge of being destroyed. This became even more clear, now during the first two temptations the Lord Jesus had not given in one inch, but continued to show his unwavering trust in God alone. Yet the devil still has a final card to play, with which he tries if possible still to make the Lord Jesus disobey the will of His Father in heaven. Once more, the devil tries to convince Jesus that the detour of suffering and cross is not necessary. Why not take a shortcut without suffering. It will all be yours, if only you will fall down and worship me.
Focusing on the third temptation this afternoon, I minister the Word of God to you under the following heading,

IN A FINAL ATTEMPT TO MAKE JESUS DISOBEY FATHER’S WILL

SATAN TEMPTS HIM WITH AN ILLUSION REGARDING THE KINGDOM

We will see 

1) why Satan’s presentation was but an illusion indeed

2) how the Lord Jesus exposes it as an illusion

I
If one, Br. & Sr., then surely the devil knew very well that what was at stake was the kingdom. The Lord Jesus had come to preach the gospel of the kingdom. Well, in this third and final temptation the devil directs all attention to this kingdom and the glory thereof. He takes the Lord Jesus to an exceedingly high mountain, from where he shows Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. The most important thing for us is not to know in what way the devil did this. Perhaps also this temptation took place ‘in the spirit’. Though it is also possible that by a special power given to him by God Himself the devil was indeed able to show Jesus all the kingdoms of this world and their glory.
All the kingdoms – so we read in our text. Most likely we must think here not only of the kingdoms of the then-known world: the Roman Empire, the Chinese powers in the East and the Batavians in the West, with perhaps in addition the powers of the past: Egypt, Assyria, Medes and Persians, and also Greece. Most likely, by this special power Satan could also show the Lord Jesus all the glory of the kingdoms, which were still to come. I think of the kingdom of the Franks with king Charles the Great, the kingdom of the Vikings, Europe during the time of the Middle Ages, the time of Napoleon, and finally also the glory of the world we live in today with all its technological advancements. Note that our text speaks about the glory of these kingdoms. This means the devil did not speak nor showed the Lord Jesus the opposite of the coin, the negative side: all the wars that would take place, the poverty, famine, cruelties, injustice and corruption and you name it. No, the devil only pointed to the glory of these kingdoms, the wonderful and impressive things worth to be mentioned: cultural achievements, abundant welfare, happiness, pleasure, and the like. In this third and final temptation, the devil says to Jesus, “All this can all be yours without any suffering, if only you will fall down and worship me.”
The devil presents it in such a way as if indeed all this is his, his work, a testimony of his power and influence, proof that he doesn’t need to be ashamed of anything, saying these are my blessings for man. Life without God has also its good sides, many impressive things. It’s not all negative. After all, beloved, isn’t it true that the kingdoms in which God’s sovereignty is not acknowledged have glory as well. Well, that’s the picture Satan presents to Jesus in this third and final temptation, impressive indeed!
It has been said the devil was simply bragging here. After all, what could he offer the Lord Jesus in real terms? Nothing at all, since as a rebel Satan had forfeited  his place and position in God’s kingdom. He had been thrown out, so he is simply bragging. 
If this were true, beloved, there was nothing tempting for the Lord Jesus in this third and final attack of the devil. Beloved, you will understand, therefore, that things must have been much more serious, since the devil was not simply bragging. It was not all big talk from the side of the devil. The devil knew quite well that he could not make Jesus disobey the will of His father in heaven, simply by putting forward a downright lie. No, beloved, this third and final temptation is much more cunning. In what Satan says to the Lord Jesus he actual puts forward the facts as they are. After the fall in to sin, Satan did become ruler of this world and therefore the glory of the kingdoms of this world were at his disposal to give to the Lord Jesus. However, so one may ask, what then about God’s rule. How do the two gel together, so to speak?
To make this clear, in our mind for a moment let us go back to the beginning of world history, i.e. to the time that Satan tempted the first Adam, with whom he found a listening ear. Yes, the first Adam indeed gave in to the cunning talk of the devil. In doing so he yielded not only himself to the power of the devil, but this whole world. After the fall in Paradise, this world became territory conquered by the devil, the Prince of darkness. This was God’s punishment upon man, after he was banned from the Garden of Eden. Darkened by the power of sin, the kingdoms of this world became an easy pray for the devil. Playing his satanic play the devil got them in his power. That’s why in this third temptation the devil does not lie, but states the facts. He indeed has the glory of the kingdoms of this world at his disposal. Satan says they are mine, yet I offer them now to you. They can become yours, he says to Jesus, and this in a much more easy way than traveling the road set out by the Your Father in heaven. That road will only bring suffering and in the end death on the cross. Why travel that road, when via a simple kneeling down all this can become yours as well. Why should you not take this easy way? See there, beloved, the tempting aspect of this third temptation.
A moment ago I said, Satan states the facts He indeed has power over the kingdoms of this world. However, what Satan does not say is that the power he has is a rebellious power. When studying some material regarding the text for this afternoon’s sermon, I came across a very nice example.
 The author referred to a robbery. Say some thieves have robbed the bank for one million dollars. These thieves can live a luxurious life. They can buy what they want and even give money away to others. They can do this, as long as they are not caught. They live from the lie that they are rich and perhaps others enjoy this life with them, not worrying about what one day might happen to them. Sharing the luxurious life of these robbers in actual fact they are supporting the lie. Yet so be it, let us just enjoy it.

This example tries to make clear what is at stake in this third temptation. The Lord Jesus had come into this world to restore Paradise to those who believe in Him as the Saviour. Yet the devil is now saying to the Lord Jesus, you will only be able to do this via a long road of suffering. Why not take my side and things become much more easier for you. 
Beloved, just imagine what would have happened it the Lord Jesus had given in. There would have been glory but based on a lie, and that glory would never have lasted. See there what is at stake in this temptation! It is the lie versus the truth. 
There is the lie, which denies God’s dominion over this world. Many people, who think they are not accountable to God for what they do, support this lie. They reason, man is free to do what he wants. Yet these freedoms, of which people speak so highly today, is nothing else but a stolen freedom supported by the lie of the devil. Blinded by this lie, people try to enjoy life to the full, a life in which it seems they can have it all. Yet, beloved, it will only last as long as the thief is not caught.
At times church members too fall for this lie, when Satan whispers in their ears, “Why should you worry about this or about that? Just enjoy life, enjoy the freedom without worrying about all kind of commandments, which only curtail your life. There is no need for that. Yet again, beloved, this freedom is nothing else than a stolen freedom, based on the lie of the devil.

How are we to recognize that all this is based on lie? Very easy, since this so-called freedom doesn’t want to hear anything about God’s rule over our life. It may still speak about love towards God, but it has nothing to do with true love. For true love towards God and the lie of the devil can’t live together. They are each other’s enemies. We should be well aware of that, beloved. Don’t be deceived, instead be alert to recognize this lie, since in the end it only ruins a persons life. We clearly see this in the society we live in today. People claim freedom to do what they want, yet what does this freedom lead to. It simply eats the foundations of society away.
As regards this third temptation, there is still another aspect to which I would like to draw attention, namely that the devil tries to deceive the Lord Jesus by showing Him only the glory of the kingdoms of this world. He does not show the slums of the cities where people live in poverty. He only shows the impressive side of life, where people enjoy the good things. The devil hides what became of this world due to what happened in Paradise when the first Adam listened to the devil. He hides how this ruined life.
Note in this context also, that the Lord Jesus had come to restore life, true life with God as it was before the fall into sin, to restore the true beauty of life in relationship with God. After all, God did not want the devil to rule this world with his lie regarding beauty and impressiveness; nice on the surface, but underneath what a misery, crookedness, injustice and you name it. Christ had come to make life truly good again. To achieve this He had to suffer and to die. Yet the devil now says to Him, that’s not necessary. I can give it to you in a much more easy way. You only have to kneel down before me and it’s all yours: the glory of these kingdoms. See, beloved, that’s the third temptation in which the devil tempts the Lord Jesus to reach out for the glory promised to Him, without paying for the sin committed, i.e. to become king without fulfilling His priestly office first.

This is a satanic temptation, by which oftentimes the devil tries to tempt us as well. How, you may ask. Well, let me try to make this clear as follows. We all look forward to inherit the new earth, where there will be no more misery, no more pain, no more tears. Yet the road we have to travel towards the new earth, is not always easy, especially when you look around you and at times may think that elsewhere in the world people seem to enjoy life more than we are allowed to do. At such a moment, the devil may whisper in our ears, it’s not necessary to take God’s commandments always so strictly. At times, you also have to think of yourself. Matters are not always as black and white as it is preached in church, there are enough grey areas where you can take it a bit more easy. Would this really be so bad?  Beloved, and also you young people, it’s the devil who tries to make you believe this, and every time you give in to it, you support this lie. Don’t do this. Instead, listen to what the Lord Jesus says in response to this third temptation, which brings us to the second point of this afternoon’s sermon.
II
As in the two previous temptations, so also in this third temptation, Br. & Sr., to a certain extent history is repeating itself. The devil tempts the Lord Jesus with a shortcut to His kingship by asking Him to kneel down for him. Yet with a similar temptation the devil also tempted the first Adam, saying if you want to be like God, if you want to share in the heavenly glory, why should you obey God. God knows that when you eat from this tree you will be like Him. Indeed, to a certain extent, this was a temptation very similar to this third temptation – history repeating itself!
Yet, beloved, when the Lord Jesus is tempted as the second Adam, history not only repeats itself, but history is also fulfilled and atoned for. The first Adam let himself indeed be deceived by taking the shortcut to power. However, this pretended power turned out to be no less than total helplessness. Man yielded himself to the power of the devil. By eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil man gambled his royal office away. Yet the second Adam did not let himself be deceived by this illusion of the devil. He withstood also this third temptation. In a short reply the Lord Jesus answers the devil, “Away with you, Satan. For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’”

With this reply, the Lord Jesus indeed exposes Satan’s proposal as an illusion. He pricks through it and the result is that this whole temptation pops like an air balloon. Nothing is left of it, since the Lord Jesus does not want a kingdom in which God is not acknowledged as king. He refuses to worship the devil. He does not want to enjoy gifts that are stolen, since this would mean a denial of the Father and the task the Father had given Him. Jesus loved the Father above anything else. Well, his heavenly Father had asked Him to take the detour of suffering and cross. Only by traveling this road the Lord Jesus would be able to pay for the guilt of the lie and bring to light the truth of the gospel. Some time later during His public ministry on earth, the Lord Jesus would testify about Himself, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
 However, if here in the wilderness the Lord Jesus had bowed down for the devil, He would have served the way that leads astray, supporting the lie of the devil, which in the end only leads to death, eternal death.
Through suffering the Lord Jesus would come to glory. The willingness to travel this road of suffering, He showed not only by His baptism in the Jordan, but also by firmly withstanding the temptations of the devil. He withstood these temptations with the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Beloved, only when we indeed cling to the trustworthy Word of God we are able quite easily to prick through the lie of the devil. Look at your Saviour, who in response to this last and final attempt of the devil to make Him disobey Father’s will – in response the Lord Jesus simply refers to the first commandment of God’s covenant law, “You shall worship the LORD your God and Him  only you shall serve.”
After having been defeated so clearly, the devil had no other option than to leave the Lord Jesus alone. Three times he had tried to make Jesus disobey Father’s will. However, our Saviour withstood every attempt with a clear reference to God’s own Word. Thus, the second Adam triumphed, where the first Adam fell, but this was then also the purpose of Jesus’ coming into this world, the purpose also of these three temptations. Jesus came to fight the devil on his won territory. Thus, He bore the curse to give us prospect again, the prospect of a renewed earth without any sin, i.e. an earth from which the lie of the devil is removed forever.
In the concluding part of the text chosen for this afternoon’s sermon we read, “Then the devil left Him.” One could say this was like an oasis in the wilderness. However, no more than an oasis, i.e. a resting place to regain new strength. In the narrative, which the evangelist Luke gives of this event, it reads, “The devil departed from Him until an opportune time.”
 This means, as yet the devil did not leave Jesus alone altogether. He would return. Then we think of the trials of Gethsemane and Golgotha. Yes, the most severe battle was still to be fought – most severe in the hour that even the Father would forsake His own Son. Yet by showing complete obedience at the beginning of His public ministry on earth in withstanding these three temptations of the devil, the Lord Jesus proved that He was able, yes powerful to withstand the devil also when the hour of more severe temptation would come. Christ’s victory over the devil in this hour is proof that He was capable of fulfilling the task the Father had given Him. That’s the comfort, we may derive from this episode in Jesus’ life.

Thus the Lord Jesus withstood all three temptations. He did so – as I mentioned it before – for your and my sake, beloved. He did so for us and in our place. It is against this backdrop that we should read that wonderful sentence of LD 23 HC, “God imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ. He grants these to me as if I had never had nor committed any sin, and as if I myself had accomplished all the obedience which Christ has rendered to me.” Since we are in Christ, God looks at us as if we had been completely obedient. This is the most wonderful thing that can be said about us. For Christ’s sake we, who so often lend our ears to the voice of the devil – for Christ’s sake we may stand before God as obedient children. Wonderful, indeed! Yet, beloved, note well, this is the case only through Christ and in communion with Christ. That’s why the apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, “Give no opportunity to the devil, but resist him firmly in faith.”
 Beloved, we can only do so if we really know Christ as our Surety and Mediator.
The final words of the text chosen for this afternoon’s sermon read, “Behold, angels came and ministered to Him.” The devil left, angels take his place to minister to the Lord Jesus. Finally, food is provided for the Son who was hungry. Christ did not provide this food for Himself using His divine power. Instead, He receives this food as an obedient child of His Father in heaven. Christ firmly believed what we read in one of the psalms, “Thou gives them their food in due season.”
 Yes, now angels came and served Him according to the promise of Psalm 91.
The evangelist Mark in his narrative of this event adds, “And He was with the wild beasts.”
 This means, right in the middle of the wilderness we receive a glimpse of Paradise. This oasis functions as a place of restored peace. We see the angels as ministering servants for Him who conquered the devil, whilst wild beast lay peacefully at His feet. For a moment, Paradise is restored. It’s picture of what one day life on the new earth will be, a foretaste of the kingdom of peace that is coming, i.e. the kingdom in which we together with Christ will reign over all creatures.
The concluding part of this morning’s text will give also us great encouragement. This morning we also read part of Rev. 12, where it says that as NT Church we have receive from God a place in the wilderness.
 This does not mean that as church we have to withdraw from the world. In his high priestly prayer the Lord Jesus prayed, John 17, 11, “…”, and then a bit further, vss 14 + 15, “…” Christ’s church though not of the world thus has a place in the midst of this world and we are not allowed to run away from this place, instead we have to radiate the light, in which by God’s grace we may walk.
Yet, so one may ask, in this context what does the wilderness mean, where we also have received a place. Looking at the context of Rev. 12, it highlights that as church living in a world full of enmity we may know ourselves completely dependent on God, in the same way as the people of Israel were totally dependent on God at the time of their sojourning through the wilderness.
To know yourself completely dependent on God – beloved, to live this way, let us be honest is not always easy. At times it can cause difficulties, especially when the devil is active to drive a wedge in the relationship between God and us. Sometimes the devil does so by way of severe persecution. However alternatively at times the devil also does this by the appealing power of today’s consumer society, a society that at times appeals also to us to conform ourselves, takes things more easy, less black and white, after all would God really mind. Beloved, often this danger is far more serious than we want to admit. To say it with the words of Rev. 12, Satan is tempting the church with water in the wilderness, the water he spewed out of his mouth like a flood so that the woman might be carried away by it.
  What does this image mean? It’s the devil saying, there is no need to be completely dependent on God, I can provide you with water as well, with good things. You don’t always have to live soberly, not taking part in this world, since you are not off the world. You are allowed to also enjoy life: water in the wilderness. Yet the devil hides that it is stolen water, in a similar way as the fruit of the tree of knowledge and evil was a stolen fruit. This stolen water will not really refresh us, rather they opposite it will ruin our lives. However, Satan will not tell this. He says, just drink there is nothing wrong with it, enjoy it. See, beloved, these are the cunning tactics of the devil, who by water out of his mouth tries to neutralize the wilderness, tries to make us forget that serving God should always priority in our life. Then this water may taste good for a while, but in the end it will only cause sickness, spiritual sickness, which lead ultimately to death, eternal death.
Here lies a severe battle for all of us, every day again. How are we to fight this battle so that we may stand firm? The answer is: simply by trusting God, relying on Him, knowing living in the wilderness today brings indeed with it certain limitations. Yet instead of complaining about these limitations, let us rather focus on what lies in store for us: a beautiful Paradise, not of man but of God. 
In addition, traveling towards this Paradise we may cling to God, who will carry us throughout this life full of dangers and temptations. How does God do this? First, beloved, God does so from Sunday to Sunday by the weekly preaching of the gospel. God does it also from Holy Supper to Holy Supper, reminding us that we are on our way to the Great Supper, the marriage feast of the Lamb. Our Lord Jesus Christ by conquering the devil obtained for us the right to share in this feast, the feast of the Lamb, i.e. the right to live once again with Him in Paradise. When the 1260 days of Rev. 12 have finished Christ will come to take us, and all his chosen ones to Himself into heavenly joy and glory.
Beloved, may that hope soften all your sorrow,

Come, fellow pilgrims, heads then high;

For those who bide salvation’s morrow

The hills are level, seas are dry.

O blessedness above all measure,

O joy when once all grief is banned

There is our joy, there is our treasure,

When we are in the Promised Land.

Amen
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