Liturgy:
Reading : Matthew 10, 16 – 33 
Text       : Matthew 10, 32, 33

Ps.  135 : 1,2,10

Ps.    86 : 4

Ps.    87 : 4,5 (after baptism)

Ps.    69 : 10

Ps.    34 : 3,8

Hy.   13 : 1,3

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

In the series of sermons on the ABC of faith, we have come to the letter C, to with I have dedicated the word ‘confess’: C for Confessing.

In the sermon on the A for Amen, we heard that God’s ‘Yes’ in Christ calls for the ‘Amen’ of faith. In that sermon I mentioned the following. In a very formal way, we respond with this “Amen’ on the day of our profession of faith, which at times is called a response to our baptism. Baptism signifies and seals the promises God has given to us. It’s God’s ‘Yes’ towards us, God’s ‘Yes’ in Christ, the Saviour of our life. Yet this ‘Yes’ from God’s side also asks for a response from our side. A response, whereby we say, “Since Christ laid down His life for me, whilst I was totally unworthy of it, out of thankfulness I now want to commit my whole life to Him as a living member of His church.” That’s what we actually stated on the day of our profession of faith. However, in the sermon on the A of Amen, I also mentioned: this ‘Yes’ we spoke on the day of our profession of faith, must receive flesh and blood so to speak in our daily ‘Yes’ to God.
Well, that brings us to the text chosen for this morning’s sermon, where Christ calls all who want to follow Him in their life not to hide this, but to share this also with others, confessing His name before men. This should never be a burden, never be something we at times might be ashamed off, for example at the work side or among friends not of the church. Instead, whoever is really overwhelmed by the riches of his salvation in Christ also wants to share these riches, not wanting that others might miss out on it and as result might perish, perish eternally. After all, as we heard in the sermon on the B for Building that is what will happen to all who have not built their house of the rock.
Last Sunday afternoon in a sermon on LD 11we heard that true salvation out of the misery of this life can only be found when you acknowledge Jesus as Saviour. Well, we have the task to make this known to people. I think here of the summary of the sermon delivered by Rev. Vermeulen last Sunday afternoon. He said the fact that there is no other salvation than in Jesus alone

· Gives to the church rich comfort

· Summons the church to undivided faith

· Is to be proclaimed to the world

To be proclaimed not only by missionaries and people officially appointed to do so, but by all of us. In our text, the Lord Jesus uses the word ‘whoever’. This means He is no longer addressing in particular His disciples, the twelve apostles, but also all who through their word would believe in Him, i.e. the church to be gathered of which also you and I are part. Hence the call we read in our text is directed to all of us. I have summarized this call of our Saviour as follows,
CHRIST CALLS

THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND THEIR SALVATION IN HIM ALONE

TO CONFESS THIS ALSO PUBLICLY

We will look at

1) What this confession involves

2) The fruit of this confession

3) The necessity of this confession

I
Looking in more detail at the text chosen for this morning’s sermon, Br. & Sr., first I would like to draw your attention to the translation of the original. Most translations have the following rendering of the original Greek, “Whoever confesses Me before men.” Yet this translation leaves out one essential word, since the original text reads literally, “Whoever confesses in Me.” At first sight this might seem to be just a minor detail. Yet though perhaps minor it should not be overlooked, when in the first point of this morning’s sermon we will look at the question: what does it mean to confess Jesus?
The word ‘in’ found in the original text of Matthew 10, 32 points to the unity we have with Christ through faith. In other words, confessing Christ is more than just mentioning His name publicly, instead you do so because you are united with Him in heart and life. This indeed makes a world of difference. Christ says, “Whoever confesses Me before men,” not because we have to, but because we want to, since we belong to Him, who is the Saviour of our life. It is because our heart is so overwhelmed by the riches of this salvation that our mouth simply cannot stop talking about it. Confessing Christ before men is fruit of a living faith. That’s why I formulated the theme for this morning’s sermon as I did, “Christ calls those who have found salvation in Him alone to confess this also publicly.” Only true faith in Jesus Christ as the Saviour of our life will bring us to this confession. True faith makes us stand up for Him who is dear to us. True faith does so, not only when Christ’s name is under attack, but it will use every opportunity to speak of His great name.
John MacArthur in his Daily Readings commenting on this text writes the following, “The word translated ‘confess’ means not only to recognize a truth but to identify with.” When it comes to recognizing a truth, James writes in his letter (Ch. 2, 19) even demons concede that God exists, but being enemies of God they do not embrace this truth, they do not identify with it. That’s the difference between a simple acknowledgement of the truth and confessing the truth. The apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans writes the following, Romans 10, 9 + 10, “...” In this text the apostle Paul also shows that believing with the heart and confessing with the mouth belong together. Whoever truly believes in Christ and has found salvation in Him alone cannot keep silence about it. That’s what true confessing is all about.
Now for a moment, let us make this somewhat more practical. It might be that at work your team mates accept you for what you are. Hence your faith is not actually under attack each day. But do you also use the opportunities when they arise to testify. I don’t mean that you have to preach at work, but are we truly using the opportunities to speak of the hope by which we live. Say, for example, one of your fellow workers, whose is unbelieving, comes to work and tells you that his wife has been diagnosed with cancer. You show your interest and ask how she is doing and what can be done for her treatment wise, is it curable or is it terminal. A simple conversation at work, showing interest in the life of someone you work with. But it can happen that in this whole conversation God’s name is not mentioned at all. After all, that fellow worker does not believe in God. But in the meantime, it is a missed opportunity to speak of Him who wants to give hope in a life shattered to pieces. After all, there would be hope for this fellow worker and his wife, perhaps dying from cancer, if they got to know about Christ and as a result also wanted to embrace Him as the Saviour of their life. Would that not be great? So Why not mention this?
See, beloved, that’s the practical application of what Christ says in our text, “Whoever confesses Me before men...” Considering this, I think we all have to admit that so often we do not make the most of the opportunities when they arise. Why is this? There can be various reasons. It might be that we simply don’t dare or we don’t know what to say or how to say it. It also can happen that we don’t want to come across as overly pious.

This brings us back to the translation of our text. It shows how important often non-translated words are, “Whoever confesses ‘in Me’.” Beloved, if this is indeed a living reality in your life that you rejoice in being in Christ, it makes speaking about Him much more natural. It has everything to do with what I have mentioned so often in sermon that we live our faith, live our faith also when it comes to confessing Christ’s name.
In this first point of the sermon, I also like to mention something else, which is equally important and that’s this. Whenever we confess Christ, i.e. whenever we speak about Him, we should also make sure that we speak about Him in the right way. In the right way – that is as Scripture speaks about Him. I mention this, especially in view of what we see around us, especially in evangelical circles, where people seem to speak with much more ease about Christ than we do. Looking at this, sometimes you can hear people say, if only among us there was a bit more openness to speak about Christ in a similar way as they do. 
Even though I do believe that there is a certain element of truth in this – we indeed should speak in a more natural and open way about what is most dear to our heart – at the same time, however, we should also do it in the right way. 
We have to be careful in order to win people for Christ not to water down the truth of the gospel, as it is done in many churches nowadays, bringing new elements into the worship service and preaching that Jesus is the answer to every need in our life. The point in all this is: confessing Christ, are we willing to speak about what man’s deepest need is. From Scripture we know that man’s deepest need is to be saved from sin, to become righteous before God not through doing a lot for God, but by in faith embracing Christ as our righteousness before God.

Most churches would agree with this fundamental statement about salvation in Christ. Yet the way they preach it is different. Gary Gilley in his little booklet, “This little church went to market,” with the subtitle “Is the modern church reaching out or selling out?” – Gilley writes, “Unchurched Harry is told that he so valuable to God that He sent His Son to die for him.” This message is a total denial of the gospel of grace, as taught in Scripture, where we read that from our sight we were no valuable at all. Instead we were totally undeserving of God’s love. Next Gilley writes, “Unchurched Harry is also told that if he will come to Christ, Christ will meet all his felt needs and that will lead to personal fulfilment” In preaching the gospel this way, beloved, man becomes the centre of life. It fits in with today’s modern day thinking that what counts is ‘Me!’ What we see nowadays is: to reach out to people churches try to make the message of the gospel sound it bit nicer, worship services should be made a bit more attractive, so that people are not put off by it. Churches have to become more user-friendly. Yet all this is totally contrary to what Scripture teaches. True gospel preaching will cause one to feel uncomfortable, since it will point to sin and will say, “Thus says the LORD...” Generally, however, this is not what people want to hear.

Summarizing, when confessing Christ’s Name before men, we should indeed do this in the right way, so that people also know what they can expect when we take them along to church. If there is indeed a sincere hunger for the true gospel, they will drink it in. But if it is all about my need and how I will feel better, it puts the spotlight on man, instead of focussing on Christ.

There is still one other aspect, which I would like to highlight concerning what it means to confess Christ’ Name. When we bear testimony to the Name of Christ, we should also say to people that confessing Jesus as the Saviour of your life means more than coming to church on Sunday. Instead it means putting your trust in Him alone in every sector of life. It means serving Christ also on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and all the other days of the week. It is confessing the significance of finding salvation in Christ alone, not only when you study the Scriptures together, but also when you leave that room of the church and enter the workforce again, and stand next to your workmate at the scaffold laying bricks, or in the office talking to the secretary behind her desk, or out and about on Saturday evening having fun in Fremantle.
“Whoever confesses Me before men...”  Beloved, is it visible in your life in all these areas that your confession regarding Jesus as the Saviour of your life is sincere, even if this may incur ridicule. At times, standing up for this truth can have as result that you may lose friends even in the church.

Due to peer-pressure, not wanting to be the odd one out, we may keep silence, join the group. We do so, since oftentimes we are more concerned about what people may say about us than what Christ will say about us. Then people become big and God becomes small. Yet this is the wrong attitude.
In the passage we read this morning, a passage in which Christ is addressing first of all His disciples, the twelve, sent them out to preach the gospel – in this passage Christ is saying, vs. 26a, “Do not fear them...,” i.e. proclaim the gospel boldly, frankly and freely, for, vs. 26b, “...” At first sight these words may come across as somewhat cryptic. However, when reading them in the context of this whole passage, the Lord Jesus is referring here to the content of the gospel, of which certain things will only become clear on the final day of history. Yet even though covered today, it will be revealed. Today Christ simply asks of us: trust and obey, even though at times you may struggle with questions like ‘why’ and ‘how will this be’. Simply trust Me, says Christ. 
This gospel sounds foolish to those who like to go by what can be seen with the physical eye. It’s the foolishness of the gospel of Christ and Him crucified, the gospel of being saved by someone who died. What help can He give you?

Yet, says Christ – despite the opposition you may encounter – still keep proclaiming the truth, don’t water it down out of fear for men, even though it might mean ridicule, even persecution or death – as many throughout history have died and even today are dying for the sake of the gospel, for the sake of confessing Christ before men. Says Christ, vs. 28, “...”  Do not fear, since your Father goes with you and your life is precious in His eyes, even every single hair on your head. Why fear then, when this Father is on your side.

Beloved, Christ says all this in the first place to His apostles. Yet at the same time it also applies to us, when in our text He says more generally, “Whoever confesses Me before men...” Whoever confesses Me, the saviour, as Scripture speaks about Him, i.e. He who bought us with His precious blood and has set us free from the power of the devil; He who from the Father has received all authority in heaven and on earth... My Saviour! Who would keep silent about Him? In our text Christ says, if in faithfulness you live up to this confession in word and deed, whenever and wherever you are, never ashamed to confess Me before men, then likewise I will confess you before My Father who is in heaven. This brings us to the second point of this morning’s sermon, the fruit of this confession.
II
When comparing the text of this morning’s sermon with its parallel text in the gospel according to Luke, there is a slight difference in words. In Luke 12, 8 it reads that Christ will confess our name before the angels of God, instead of before His Father, who is in heaven, as we read it in our text. In essence there is not so much difference here. The more we become faithful in confessing Christ, the more we will experience the greatness of God’s wonderful grace towards us sinners. Grace – also in this, that in heaven we have someone who intercedes for us before God’s throne.
In heaven, Christ will say, “This man, this woman, that boy, that girl, that person perhaps with stumbling words confessing my Name, belongs to Me. He/she is My precious possession. I have redeemed him, redeemed her, they are heirs of eternal life together with Me. Hence, heavenly Father, take them into Thy care. Send out Thy angels to be near to them and to protect them in the battle they are fighting for my Name’s sake. See, beloved, this is the  glorious fruit, when we are faithful in confessing Christ before men. I think here also of what the LORD Jesus says in Mt. 18, 10, “...”
See there, beloved, how God cares for us in the midst of battle. Why then fear to speak openly about Christ, whenever the opportunity arises. Why let people become big and God small, and so keep silence? If at times, you struggle and rather keep silence, instead of being ridiculed again, or lose another friend, at times even in the church, think of this encouraging promise and so find strength to speak openly about Him whom you love with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. If that love is there, then finding strength in Christ, we will speak! 
Also remind yourself of vs. 26b, “...” Covered – since at present it may seem that you are the odd one out, you feel defeated again, you may feel despair in losing friends, because you don’t want to join that party with too much alcohol, that party with young people of the church, who live a double life – you seem to be the odd one out. Yet, beloved, one day it will become clear, who is actually the odd one out, i.e. those who denied Christ. For – as it reads in the concluding part of our text – where they deny Christ, Christ will also deny them, saying to them in the Day of Judgment, “I don’t know you,” i.e. I don’t know you as One of Mine, for during your life on earth you never spoke about me. You might have gone to church and contributed well to the discussion at the Bible Study Club. Yet when it came to the crunch –on that party on Saturday night out with your friends – you simply denied Me, hence now I will also deny you. That’s seriousness of the message we read in our text, as I hope to say more about in the last point of the sermon.

For now we are still speaking about the fruit of confessing Christ before men. Back to vs. 26b, then today it might be covered who is actually the odd one out. You may feel despair, feel defeated by your friends, but Christ says to you, “You are Mine!” and ultimately that’s what counts!

Therefore, says Christ, vs. 26a, “Do not fear them.” Don’t fear people! Fear God, instead, the F of Fearing. Fear God and be faithful! Don’t think that it will automatically come good, so why should I make life so difficult for myself? That may seem to be the easy way out. Yet with concerning our text, there simply is not easy way out: you are either for Christ or against Him and keeping silence when Christ asks you to speak is ultimately choosing against Him. It’s indeed as serious at that! 
Christ asks faithfulness in confessing His name. Confessing Christ’s Name, as we spoke about it in the first point of the sermon, i.e. boldly, never watering down this confession for the sake of people. If you do so, beloved, people may laugh at you, at times even in the church, they may call you names, they may isolate you and no longer invite  you to their parties, you may feel sidelined at times, especially when still young and refusing to join those who live double lives. 
Yet take courage, Christ knows you. He will confess your name before His Father. Cling to that great promise. It will give you strength to cope, even though at times you may feel down, sitting on your own at home, not joining the fun. Ask yourself, what fun? What fun, if the end Christ will deny me before His Father, which brings us to the final point of this morning’s sermon, the necessity of this confession.

III
In the final part of our text Christ is speaking about people who deny Him. Note well, beloved, in this context Christ is not thinking about unbelievers, but about people who know Him, people who have heard the gospel, the good news about salvation for sinners lost in guilt – in other words, Christ speaks here about church members, and yet they deny Him.
This denial can happen in many ways, it can be due to peer pressure, being afraid to be the odd one out, as I mentioned it before. It can happen through a casual lifestyle, or a wrong perception of what God teaches in his Word, following the teachings of men rather than studying the Scriptures to see what the Bible really says. Whatever the reason might be, in our text Christ shows the seriousness of such denial be it by way of a wrong lifestyle or by way of an unwillingness to study Scripture to see what the LORD really asks of us. In the end it can mean that Christ will also deny us, if there no repentance!

To deny Christ – in actual terms this means one no longer appreciates the bond with Christ. It means we no longer want to live from the riches of His grace. Then we still may go to church on Sunday, be it perhaps not as faithful as we should, yet throughout the week we feel somehow a little bit ashamed of it. We will not mention it, when they ask us on Monday, “How was your weekend?” We keep silence and mix with the crowd without ever mentioning the Name of Christ. At work, they don’t know you as a Christian and that’s just fine with you, for then you don’t have to answer any questions either.
Somewhere I read, generally unbelievers never feel ashamed to speak of the wild lifestyle they live at times. There are these people who on Monday can tell you in detail how they spent their weekend in immorality, binge drinking and you name it without any shame. After all, what is there to be ashamed of in a society where it seems somehow that everything goes without being condemned? Everyone should be free to live the life he wants. People speak freely about it, not being ashamed at all of an unbelieving lifestyle. 
Well, beloved, if that is the case, why should we be ashamed or feel intimidated to speak about what is dear to us. Is confessing Christ something that can’t stand the light of day, and so we keep silence?

This brings us to the final question of this morning’s sermon: this question: who is Christ for you. What does it mean to you, that you have been baptized into the Name of the Triune God? That name has been imprinted on you. Art. 34 BC speaking about our baptism refers to the mark and emblem we bear. 
Yet, how do we bear it? As banner we don’t mind showing, we don’t mind to speak about or do we hide it, almost feeling ashamed of it. If the latter is the case, you have indeed to ask yourself the question, beloved, am I starting to deny Christ?  If this is the case in your life, realize the serious consequences of such a lifestyle, namely that one day Christ will say to you – even though occasionally you still came to church – I do not know you. Since from your side there was no real desire to have anything to do with me, I don’t want to have anything to do with you either. Beloved, it’s indeed as serious as that. Let no one think this morning, it will not come that far!
Thus the text of this morning calls all of us for self-examination. All of us, after all, it’s so easy to look at others now. But LORD, how is this now with me. 

A for Amen – is there indeed the ‘Amen’ of a living faith in my life?

B for Building – is the house of my life indeed built on the rock, by hearing and doing what the LORD teaches us in His Word?
C for Confessing – am I willing to speak of Christ publicly always wherever I am, never feeling ashamed of Him to whom I belong?

In the church, we speak about confessing members. Beloved, let us make sure that for us personally – don’t look at others now – that for us personally this will never be a matter of just being on a certain list. But that we also show it each day, speaking openly about the Name of Christ, never feeling ashamed of it. And in case there is double lifestyle by which you deny your Saviour, the LORD calls you to repentance here and now. Indeed here and now, changing tomorrow might be too late. Go on your knees, confess your sins, and ask for strength in fighting the battle. 
Finally, where we know about members who by a double lifestyle deny the name of their Saviour, let us address them on it. Let us do so in a humble way. Marvelling at God’s grace for us personally let us never look down at others but instead let us reach out to them in love, speaking openly about that name, the only name under heaven given among men by whom we must be saved. 
Seeing that this at stake, who would keep silence about this Name? Let us make sure, beloved, that this can never be said about us, but that instead we are truly confessing members always in word and deed, wherever we are. Speak openly about Christ, so that He may also speak openly about you before His Father in heaven.
Amen
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