Liturgy:

Reading : Mt. 7, 13 – 29 

Text       : Mt. 7, 24 – 27

Ps.     27 : 1,2

Ps.     19 : 6

Ps.     22 : 4 (after baptism)

Hy     63 : 2

Ps.     18 : 1,10

Ps.     62 : 1,4

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Last week Sunday morning when we started our series of sermons on the ABC of faith, dealing with the A of Amen, we heard that God’s ‘Yes’ in Christ calls for the ‘Amen’ of faith from our side. By saying ‘Amen’, in faith we embrace the trustworthy promises of God. ‘Amen’ – i.e. “LORD, it is true indeed that Thou wilt carry me by Thy ‘Yes’ in Jesus Christ, by Thy ‘Yes’ towards me a sinner. A glorious gospel indeed, as the Lord Jesus proclaims it also at the beginning of His Sermon on the Mount, in those wonderful beatitudes. Yet also these beatitudes, beloved, ask for the ‘Amen’ of faith, as the Lord Jesus makes it clear in the concluding section of this same sermon, which started so beautifully, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” A beautiful sermon, indeed! Yet this very same sermon concludes with a picture of total destruction, the great fall of that house, whose owner thought a foundation of sand is good enough. One could say, all in all not such a happy conclusion of a sermon which the Lord Jesus started so beautifully. Was it indeed necessary to end this beautiful sermon in such a gloomy way?
Do you know, beloved, that there are more examples of this in Scripture? I think of the second part of Isaiah’s prophecies, which starts beautifully in Ch. 40, as follows, vss. 1 + 2, “...” Yet in Ch. 66, the last verse, Isaiah concludes this beautiful second part of his prophecies with the picture of hell. Again, one could ask why, why is this? Let us, be honest, we would not like it when the last word of a sermon would be the word hell or a picture of total destruction like in the Sermon on the Mount. It does not give a happy felling to go home with?

Beloved, could perhaps be one of the reasons that generally in life, we don’t reckon too much with the fact that the Day of Judgment is coming. Life is good, so don’t worry too much about what lays ahead. We push it away. Yet from the text chosen for this morning’ sermon we learn, this is the wrong attitude, the wrong way of building your life.

The B of Building – it’s something we all do, not only when it comes to building a house, but in a similar way one can be busy building his career, building his future, his superannuation, and so on. In all this we indeed do think of the future, being busy building for it, so that we will have a good life now and later on. However, in our text the Lord Jesus now says, life will only be good now and later, when first you pay proper attention to the foundation on which you build the house of your life. Is this foundation secure enough to withstand also the storms of life?

How to build such a secure foundation? The Lord Jesus says you must do this: first carefully listen to My word and then next also practice it, being not just hearers but also doers of My word. Often when it comes to the text chosen for this morning sermon, the focus is only on the latter aspect: we have to be doers of the Word, forgetting that in order to do something properly, first you need to listen well to the one who teaches you how to do it. Hence, in this morning’s sermon we will pay attention to both aspects.

Continuing our series of sermons on the ABC of faith, dealing with the B of Building this morning I proclaim to you the Word of God summarized as follows,
ONLY BY BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF CHRIST

WE WILL FIND TRUE SAFETY

NOW AND FOR EVER

With respect to this theme we will look at

1) First how to build such a life

2) Secondly the safety provided by such a life

I
When in the concluding part of His Sermon on the Mount the Lord Jesus makes distinction between those who choose the broad way over against those entering through the narrow gate, between those who bear bad fruits over against those who bear good fruits, and in our text between being foolish or wise, the first question we have to address is who are these people. With respect to our text, who is the wise and who is the foolish man? Concerning these distinctions, so easily we give straightaway thought to the difference between a believer and an unbeliever. The unbelievers choose for the broad way, but we as believers enter through the narrow gate. The unbeliever builds his house on the sand, yet we by God’s grace are wiser and build our house on the rock. Yet, beloved, this perception overlooks the fact that in His Sermon on the Mount the Lord Jesus is addressing church people. In Mt. 5, 1 we read, “...” 
When the Lord Jesus started His ministry large crowds were following Him, not always for the right reason though. Yet among this large crowd there were also people who really believed in Him and had become more keen in listening to what this Rabbi of Nazareth had to say. Well, Mt. 5, 1 pictures the following scenario. The Lord Jesus separates Himself somewhat from the crowds to find a spot from where He can address them. As He does so His disciples, i.e. those who did not want to miss one word of what He was saying moved closer towards Him. Yet the Lord Jesus still addresses also those others, the multitude, i.e. the children of God in those days: God’s people, who as far as the eye met, all served the LORD, even though some were more keen listeners than others. 

Well, beloved, that same similarity also applies to the wise and the foolish man of our text. Both are interested in the gospel and believe it teaches the way to salvation. Both, hearing the gospel build a house representing their lives, also having confidence that their house will stand, believing that their manner of living is right and pleasing the LORD. Summarizing, with respect to the two types of people pictured in our text – as far as the eye met – both lived much the same sort of life, being good supporters of and servants in their church and also within the wider community being known as good citizens, for whom people might have had high regard, and yet the ultimate outcome of their life still differs. One may wonder why?
Let me try to make this clear from the context of the sermon Jesus had delivered. In nutshell He had told those who were listening how God wanted them to live as citizens of the kingdom of heaven. I could also say, He had told them what it means to live as a Christian. Coming to the end of His sermon the Lord Jesus says that living such a life requires choices. Either you truly walk on the way that leads to salvation, or the road you are travelling on will lead to destruction. Either you are a good tree or you are a bad tree. Either you give yourself completely to God in living a life according to His will or you don’t.

It should be noted, beloved, that in Jesus’ day the people were not used to this kind of preaching. They were used to listening in to the discussions between the scribes and Pharisees, who with respect to what God required of His people always differed in opinion about what it really meant. For them God’s commandments were often a point of how to interpret them. Yet the Lord Jesus addressing the crowds simply says, “This is how God wants you to live without any ifs or buts. To serve  God means follow Me as the Redeemer, who came to give His life for those who mourn over their sins, for those who want to confess their sins and desire to repent. Beloved, this still is the message also for today. Yet the point now is how to apply this message.

At times we too have lengthy discussions about how to interpret of what God requires. Opinions differ and it often causes lengthy discussions at the meetings of the Bible Study Clubs. For example, concerning what is allowed and what is not allowed with respect how to spend the Sunday. Or to mention some other examples, how are we to deal with a fellow brother or sister, when being wronged by him or her. Are there exceptions that allow one to divorce, when a marriage has completely broken down? Basically, in many ways we are discussing the same subjects, which the Lord Jesus also addressed in the sermon He delivered recorded in Mt. 5 – 7. 
Yet we often overlook that at the end of this sermon the Lord Jesus makes clear, it’s not a matter of interpretation, but a matter of obedience; a matter of obedience in making the right choices, choices which have consequences for the final outcome of your life. Hence the final question is, beloved, how are you busy in building the house of your life, are you building it on sand or on the rock?
In vs. 24 the Lord Jesus says, “...”  Whoever hears these saying of Mine and does them. Concerning the foundation spoken about in our text, often reference is made to the Lord Jesus Himself. He is the foundation on which we have to build the house of our life. However that’s not what the Lord Jesus says here. What is it that keeps us standing in life, when storms erupt at times with gale forces trying to sweep us down? This – the Lord Jesus – when you hear My words and do them. In saying this, the Lord Jesus points us to the responsibilities we have: hear and do!
In indeed starts with hearing or listening well to what God has to say to us, which might be more difficult than we think. Amidst an often hectic life, we seem to have less and less time for listening. The result is that many people feel lonely. They complain: no one really listens to me. In passing we say, “How are you?” But that’s it. We come home for quick bite to eat and then we are off to our next appointment. The result is that relationships suffer: marriage, family life. Yet, beloved, to build a true intimate relationship, the first priority is that are willing to take time to listen. This also applies to our relationship with the LORD.

“Whoever hears these saying of Mine and does them,” the Lord Jesus says. Beloved, do we take time to listen, time to read God’s Word on a daily basis? Do we allow time to let it sink in as well? So not a quick reading and then closing the Bible, off to our next appointment, but really listen. What does the LORD want to tell me in this passage I just read? When doing so, beloved, you will feel more secure, closer to the LORD. It helps in coping with life. It’s time well spent.
Listening – it’s a skill we have to learn again, especially in this day and age, where people are often too busy to listen to what the other has to say and at times we even interrupt before the other has finished speaking. Someone may try to explain to us why he does certain things, yet before the person is even finished, we already say, “But I think...” Again the same can happen in our relationship with God. We read something in God’s Word, but instead of listening by taking it too heart, we say, “Though in itself this might be true, nevertheless I think....”  The result is that our personal opinion becomes more important than what God has to say to us. How come? The bottom line is: what the LORD teaches us in His Word rubs us the wrong way, so to speak. Let us go back to Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.

Christ says, “Do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” When reading this, our first reaction might be, “Not for me! Pray for that brother who treated me like dirt?” When asking to do this, we sum up all the bad things we know about this brother. What a bad guy he is.” Full of bitterness we don’t even want to listen to what the Lord Jesus teaches us in the Sermon on the Mount. Yet, what does the Lord Jesus say, “Just keep your mouth closed for a moment, and give My word a chance to settle. Just try to listen what I want to say to you. For if you don’t listen, you are busy building your house on the sand and in the end this may lead total destruction.
Beloved, this is indeed the practical application of what we read in our text. It starts with hearing, with listening. Going through Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, I could give many more examples like the one I mentioned before. For example, when the Lord Jesus says, “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will forgive your Father your trespasses.” Again, this is a word that may rub us the wrong way. But then the Lord Jesus say, don’t straightaway mutter objections. Just listen for a moment and let it sink in, for it’s your eternal life that’s at stake here. If you want to find true safety in life now and forever, start thinking about laying the right foundation, like that wise men who built his house on the rock. You do so, says the Lord Jesus, when you listen well to these saying of Mine and also do them.
As I said it starts with hearing, with listening well. Next we must also be doers of what we hear. For even when we listen well, but if we do not practice what we have heard (God’s wholesome commandments for life), we are still building our house on the sand. I like to note that the biblical word for listening includes obedience. After all, he, who disobeys God commandments for life, does not really listen. Think of a father who says to his son, “I want you to listen.” Saying this father also means, “I want you to obey.” Hence a sincere listening includes obedience. Whoever hears these words of mine and does them – those are like that wise man who built his house on the rock.

Again, it happens also among us that we seem to listen. A good discussion at club, where together we study the Scriptures, how wonderful! But if it stays there and nothing more happens, we still are building our house on the sand. Not so long ago, I had a young girl in my study, not of our own congregation, who would love to have a boyfriend. Yet she said to me, “Do you know minister, some of the guys who speak well during club discussion – as soon as they have left that room, they don’t seem to be able to speak about their faith, but simply live it up.” They live a double life. I’m afraid that this happens not only among the young people of the church. Yet the point is not, whether at the appropriate time we know how to say all the right things: at club or at a home visit, but do we also live it, otherwise we are still building our house on the sand, with all the consequences involved, as the Lord Jesus makes it clear. After all, such a house, no matter how nice the front may look like, will not be able to withstand the storm and the rain when they come down with gale forces. The storm and the rain – in the parable this is a reference to God’s final judgement.
In the beginning of the sermon I said, generally in life, we don’t reckon too much with the fact that the Day of Judgment is coming. Life is good, so don’t worry too much about what lays ahead. We push it away.  In the parable the Lord Jesus compares this with building your house on the sand, foolish.

Foolish – even though in Jesus day it was quite common to build your house on sand. Generally speaking this was quite safe. After all, also those who built their house on sandy ground did not build it just on sand that easily could blow away, but on firm, sturdy ground. In itself, this was still a good foundation, good enough for normal circumstances so to speak. 
Well, beloved, isn’t that how many people live their life today as well, at times even in the church. From the outside it looks fine: they are happy, often successful in life, so what is there to worry about. They live for the here and now and life is good. Looking at the lives of these people, so easily it can also influence us. At times, it may even confuse us: how can these people live life without any worries, whilst at times we seem to have the one struggle after the other. For them life is easy, for us life is a battle. The author of Psalm 73 struggled with the same problem. Even though he starts with saying, vs. 1, “...”  Next we read, vss. 2 + 3,“...” He struggles, this author, until vs. 17, “...”
You may have a good life today, but if this life misses the good foundation it will not stand. Like those who in Jesus day built their house on the sand. Good enough for the day to day living. But when the storms really started blowing and the rain came gushing down, those houses did not last. They were simply swept away. That’s what will happen says the Lord Jesus to everyone who hears these saying of Mine and does not do them. They will not stand in the Day of Judgement. Like it happened in the days of Noah, when people also thought what is this man doing building such a huge boat on dry land. It will never float. When Noah called them to change their lives warning them, they simply mocked at him and laughed it away. Yet when it started raining and did not stop for 40 days and also the fountains of the great deep broke up, there was nothing to laugh anymore. They all drowned. 
Beloved, it’s this destruction the Lord Jesus is referring to. Those who in this life are unwilling to dig deep enough to build their house on the rock will not stand in the Day of Judgement, and this day will come, no matter how much people don’t want to hear about it. Hence let us be wise and indeed built our house on the rock to find true safety now and forever.
II
I summarized the main message for this morning’s sermon as follows, “Only by building our life on the Word of Christ we will find true safety now and forever. Having spoken extensively about the building aspect, secondly I still would like to say a bit more about the safety aspect.

In the days of the Lord Jesus, Br. & Sr., when it came to building a house, it seemed almost overdone to dig so deep that finally you would hit the rocks and build your house on that rock. Was that really necessary? The odd chance that your house would not withstand the rain and storms, when building in on sturdy sandy ground, was almost nil. So why would you do that. And yet the Lord Jesus calls it foolish when we are unwilling to dig so deep.

The lesson we may learn from this is, being truly wise means: with respect to the things to be seen in this world you are wise enough to look beyond to what only can be seen with the physical eye. It means you are willing in addition also to accept that what the Bible teaches is true. True – when it speaks about God as the almighty One. True – when it speaks about the sinfulness of our own heart, that by nature we are inclined to do the wrong things. True – in accepting that we are foolish from ourselves and therefore we must learn to deny ourselves, becoming disciples of Christ to find safety in Him alone. That’s being wise. Then indeed you are building your house on the rock.
It means you take time to listen to what God has to say to us in his Word and you also desire to live your life accordingly. It means you want to live your faith, not just in words but also in deeds. As the Lord Jesus says it in our text, vs. 24, “...” Yes, whoever – be it with all the weaknesses involved – in this way is willing to dig deep in his life, by fighting against the things which are displeasing the LORD and by rejoicing in the things that are pleasing God, making Christ the Lord of your life, those children of God may feel safe now and forever. Safe, since they know their own weak life securely anchored in Jesus Christ as their Saviour.
Then it can still storm also in the lives of these children of God, storm with gale force. Also on the lives of faithful children of God the rain might come battering down. Yet their house will be able to withstand it, since it was founded on the rock. The rock holds and carries it.

In the OT the LORD is often called the Rock of Israel. He carries His people. Prof. J. vanBruggen in his little booklet on the Sermon on the Mount writes the following, “In this way Jesus now promises that His teaching will be the rock of the church in the new covenant,”
Back to our text, Mt. 7, 24, “...” Earlier in the sermon I said, concerning the foundation spoken about in our text, often reference is made to the Lord Jesus Himself. He is the foundation on which we have to build the house of our life. I mentioned that this is not what the Lord Jesus says here. What is it that keeps us standing in life, when storms erupt at times with gale force, trying to sweep us down? This – the Lord Jesus says – when you hear My words and do them. In saying this, the Lord Jesus points us to the responsibilities we have: hear and do! At the same time, however, it is true, the person who takes Jesus’ commandments to heart and indeed out of thankfulness – again with all the weaknesses involved – tries to life accordingly, that person can say, “Jesus is the Rock of my life. I will not be afraid, even though the waters swirl around me, even though I might have to travel trough deep valleys.”

“Whoever hear these saying of Mine and does them” – before I mentioned with these words the Lord Jesus appeals to the responsibility we have in listening to and obeying God’s commandments. At the same time, it is not our own obedience that will save us, but instead the Rock on which we by grace may build our life. He will carry us today, but also when the Day of Judgement comes. On that day, He will carry us into eternal glory, since our life was built on Him, our Rock and Saviour. This safety you will find, beloved, when you indeed build your life on the Word of Christ. Be then not foolish, but wise indeed through faith in Jesus Christ and also live this faith day by day.
Summarizing, say ‘Amen’ to God’s ‘Yes’ to you in Christ and also daily build your life on this ‘Amen’. Only this will guarantee you true safety now and forever.

Amen.
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