Liturgy:
Reading : Psalm 42 + 43

Text       : LD 10

                Read: Art. 13 BC

Ps.  131 : 1,2,3

Ps.  145 : 1

Ps.    42 : 3,5

Ps.  118 : 1,4,8

Hy.   59 : 1,2,3

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Last week Sunday afternoon, when dealing with LD 9 HC, we were comforted with that wonderful confession that the almighty God, who out of nothing created heaven and earth, for the sake of Christ His Son is my God and my Father. Via the sermon, we were reassured of the fact our heavenly Father cares and provides for us His children in all that we may have to face in this life. In LD 9 we read, we may trust this so completely as to have no doubt that even when we meet with adversity God will turn it to our good, since – as I mentioned it in that sermon – God is never the destroyer of our life, but always the Builder of it, even when disaster strikes.

That’s what we confess. Nevertheless there might be days in our life that we may have difficulty in really finding the peace that this confession will offer us. At times, even upright children of God  struggle, when we see with our physical eyes things that seem to contradict God’s fatherly care for us. Last week, I mentioned some specific examples of such struggles, which can cause tremendous hurt and pain. For others we keep up the brave front, but inwardly we are in a mess and may even cry ourselves to sleep at night. Why, O LORD. We pray, but God does not seem to answer. Meanwhile, we cannot understand why a loving Father let all this happen to us; and not only to us but also to others. I think of matters of child abuse at times also in the church, which often leaves scars for life. Why did God allow this to happen? I think of another example, a toddler from a loving and caring family in the church, active members living close to the Lord – their child all of sudden killed in a car accident by a drunk driver. Can I or even have I then to say, “This is God’s will.”  I could give more examples, yet it shows there are areas also for us, that at times we might wonder, “Why, O LORD? God, if Thou art a loving Father, this cannot come from Thy hand.”
This afternoon when dealing with LD 10, it’s not my intention trying to give answer to all these questions. I would not even be able to do so, since in this broken life, questions remain, especially in this area. Yet all this does not leave us without comfort. For Father’s hand is still there to comfort and guide us, even when questions remain. In LD 10, this fatherly hand of God is mentioned even three times. Twice in Answer 27, and once in Answer 28, “…” Dealing with this LD this afternoon I may preach you the gospel about this Father hand of God.
THE GOSPEL ABOUT GOD’S FATHERLY HAND

Which

1) Never fails

2) And because of it we always have a secure anchorage

I
In LD 10, Br. & Sr., we confess that all things come to us not by chance but by God’s fatherly hand. All things – good and also what we may call evil! Indeed, the latter as well, even though many people find it hard to accept this and to believe this. They reason as follows: God is love, how then can God ever put calamity and disaster on our path? This simply does not fit in with the concept many modern Christians have of God nowadays.
Yet, Br. & Sr., just for a moment let us assume that what we call evil does not come from God. Where would this leave us? For, if this would be true, from where then would it come? Then these things indeed would come by chance, just blind fate, which can strike any time without reason. Let us be honest, there is not much comfort in that. It’s rather scary. It’s no wonder, therefore, that so many people feel insecure nowadays. Many live with the fear. What will happen next. They try to be merry and seek it in alcohol and drugs, but deep down this fear is eating them away. Even the modern gospel does not help here, when it preaches God is love. For, calamities can still strike and what then. Can you see the emptiness of all this, beloved.
Turning to Scripture, however, we read something different. Just by way of example, I like to refer to Is. 45, the chapter in which we read that God raised King Cyrus, making him an instrument to bring His people back from exile to the Promised Land. To this end, God is moving the kings of the earth to fulfill His will. And then we read in vs. 7 of this chapter, “…”  We read her that God creates also calamity. After all, as it reads in the prophecies of Amos, Ch. 3, 6, “If there is a calamity in the city, will not the LORD have done it?” And this, whilst Amos also says, Ch. 5, 15, that God hates evil and loves good. How are we to gel these two together?
In Art. 13 BC we read that God is not the Author of evil. God is light and Him is no darkness at all, we read in 1 John 5, 1. Yet Art. 13 also says, God’s power and goodness are so great – and this is beyond our human understanding – “that He ordains and executes His work in the most excellent manner, even when devils and wicked men act unjustly.”  In other words, God remains in control, always!

According to many modern Christians, God does no more than just suffer with us, as the helpless and powerless one, since otherwise God would not let all these things happen. He would take action powerfully. In this reasoning man tries to fathom with his darkened and limited human mind the ways God goes with us, almost prescribing God what He should do or not should do, more or less calling God to account. Yet meanwhile, all this leaves man ultimately without true comfort.
Beloved, let us be thankful that LD 10, which content is deeply rooted in Scripture – let us be thankful that this Lord’s Day offers greater comfort than the simplistic gospel that God is love, a gospel which does do not justice to the totality of Scripture. For looking at Scripture as a whole, we read more than that God is a God of love only. I like to refer to the letter to the Hebrews, for a moment. 
This letter was written to believers who suffered affliction. Yet in Ch. 12 of this letter, this is dealt with from the perspective of being disciplined by the LORD and then it says in vs. 7 of this chapter, in this God deals with you as with sons. Let us just read this section together, Heb. 12, 7 – 11, “…” This passage throws light also on the issue we are dealing with this afternoon. 
Again, this does God not make the Author of the evil that befalls us. Yet at the same time, God is not a silent bystander either. Instead – Rom. 8, 28 – in all things that happen to us, good and evil, God works for good to those who love Him. Remember that also in Rom. 8, this is mentioned in the context of groaning about what we suffer in this life because of sin. Beloved, also in the evil that befalls us, God is not powerless. Instead, He is directing it. That’s the comfort, we may draw of the confession regarding God’s providence.
God fatherly hand never fails. God always remains in control. Being in control, God can turn evil away, for example when we escape a serious car accident. Yes, how often does it not happen, when involved in an accident, that we hear it could have been a lot worse. God turned evil away. Yet this does not always happen. Sometimes God let evil go through as through a door. Yet this does not mean that in instances like these God has become our adversary, that God is all of sudden against us. Of course, it can also happen that because of sin we simply suffer the consequences. If after a late night out, we get almost drunk behind the wheel and we get an accident, we have to look at our sins. But even then God is busy with us as a Father, being in control also when this accident happens. Yet even when we are not to blame ourselves, so to speak, even then we could be involved in a serious accident, perhaps injured for life, and then too we have to look at God’s fatherly hand. Perhaps when this happens, at that very moment we might not see how this could come from God, we struggle. Sometimes, after many years we may see how God used it for our benefit. Think of the story of Joseph > explain!

Yet, beloved, more often it happens that even afterwards we do not understand why this happened to us or to one of our loved ones. Yet the point is not first of all whether we can understand things, but whether in faith we keep clinging to God. I think here of what it reads in Art. 13, “As to His actions surpassing our human understanding… (till without transgressing these limits)” As I mentioned it also this morning, in faith we must lay our weak life in God’s almighty hands. Only then, we will find true comfort, even when at times questions remain. Then we put silence to these questions, leaving it all to God, whose wisdom surpasses our limited human understanding. Yes, beloved, what great comfort it is that we may know ourselves in God’s hands whatever befalls us. Then even in the valley, where I might struggle with many questions, God carries me. Hold on to that, beloved, especially when you do struggle at times.
We said God is in control. He has all things in His almighty hands and governs everything. Yet, beloved, all this does not undo man’s responsibility. God is in control and has all things in His hands, even when sin happens. Yet this does not mean that at times God forces people to sin. Even though it was part of God’s plan, Joseph’s brothers remained responsible for their own sinful actions, which were stirred up in them by the devil. Yet the point is, then whenever the devil does this, he cannot put God checkmate so to speak. God remains in control. His purpose will still be fulfilled, even when wicked men act unjustly.

Here I like to come back to that example I mentioned in the beginning of the sermon: a toddler from a loving and caring family in the church, active members living close to the Lord – their child all of sudden killed in a car accident by a drunk driver. Then I can say: this drunkenness was against God’s will. It was against God’s will that this drunk driver got behind the wheel and joined the traffic at a very high speed. These are all actions against God’s revealed will, against God’s clear commandments. And yet even in this very instance God’s counsel was not thwarted. In faith – no matter how difficult this might be to accept – we believe that this little toddler did not die before its time. Also the days of this toddler were written in God’s book beforehand and also what would happen on each of these days, including the last day of this toddler’s life. No, then we with our human mind can’t piece all this together. Yet, that’s not necessary either, we may leave this to God, who will comfort also in circumstances like these. God will grant comfort, when we say, “Lord, I don’t know, but I leave it to Thee. Help me, Lord, to rely on Thee, even now it is so very difficult.” See, beloved, only then we will find peace, rest in faith.
When speaking about God’s providence, we not only mean that God knows all things beforehand, but in addition, God also makes provision for all things that will happen. He is active in all things, holding it all in His almighty hands. As LD 10 states it: fruitful and barren years, health and sickness, riches and poverty, good tiding and bad tidings, to be married and to be single, to have children and to have no children. It all comes from God’s fatherly hand. 

This confession gives tremendous comfort, even though at times questions remain, especially when we draw the circle a bit further than our own personal experiences and look also at what’s going on this world. Yes, what answer can I give then, when people ask me what the sense is of innumerable children who are born, yet die of famine, aids or something else within the first few years of their life. What is the sense of life of a person born severely handicapped or mentally never being able to comprehend anything. And note well, these things happen not only to unbelievers, but also to upright children of God. Why?
Beloved, don’t expect from this afternoon’s sermon to receive clear cut answer on all these questions. In faith, we have to learn to look beyond these questions and simply leave it to God, who is and remains in control, whatever happens in this world, whatever happens also in our personal life. It all happens in accordance with God’s divine plan, so that in the end through it God will be glorified. Then today it may seem to us like the threads of the backside of a piece of embroidery, all bungled through each other without any sense. On this earth, we will never see the full and beautiful picture of it. Yet in faith, we hold on to the fact the God is weaving all these pieces beautifully together beyond our understanding. In faith, which is the evidence of things not seen and the substance of things hoped for.
The problem often is, beloved, we want to be in control, want to be able to reason things out. Yet God says, trust Me, leave to Me. Only then, you will find true peace. After all, who are we to question God? Instead, beloved, remember what it reads in Is. 55, 8 + 9, “…” Let us simply accept this and live by faith, clinging to the promise given already to us at the very beginning of our life that God as our Father will always be there for us, providing us with all good, averting all evil, or turning it to our benefit. Let us hold on that promise, believing that Father’s hand never fails, but will hold us always, even at times when we think God may have forgotten us. Think of the poem of the footprint: God caries us also at times we are thinking we are walking on our own and wonder where is God. He carries us in His almighty arms also then!
II
From the first point of the sermon, we learned that God’s fatherly hand never fails. Secondly, we will now focus on the fact that because of this our life always has a secure anchorage. Somehow we have already touched upon this issue, yet I still would like to say more about this, when dealing in more detail with second question and answer of this Lord’s Day, Q + A 28. For, beloved, in faith we may confess that God’s fatherly hand never fails, yet this confession must also bear fruit in our life. In other words, we must not only confess with our lips that nothing comes by chance but all things by God’s fatherly hand, but we must now also live this confession, so that our whole life is determined by it. Well, that brings us to the content of Answer 28 HC. The question is asked what benefit we derive from believing in God’s providence. The answer reads, “…” 

The first thing mentioned here is patience in adversity. This means we must not become rebellious when adversity strikes. Instead, in faith we should submit to God’s direction with our life, no matter how difficult this might be at times. Submit – and this not just passively, simply resigning ourselves to our fate. Such resignation can easily become a cover up for rebelliousness, deep down still there. No, the patience the HC speaks of means we find rest in God. It’s here that I would like to refer to the psalm we have read this afternoon , Psalm 42 and Psalm 43, which in fact belong together and are one psalm.
In Psalm 42, Br. & Sr., we meet a child of God struggling with the sufferings God gave him to bear in his life; one of the sons of Korah, yet for reasons unknown to us abandoned from the house of the Lord. In exile, he pours out his troubles before God in prayer, whilst at the same time mockers say to him, “Where is your God?”(vs. 3) Why does God not help you? Is he not the living God, almighty in power? Reflecting upon all this the author thinks back how it was in former days, when he went to the house of God with the voice of joy and praise, vs. 4. The author struggles. At the same time, when remembering the name of the LORD, that name that points to God as the faithful God of the covenant, Yahweh, LORD with capital letters – when remembering that name, the author all of sudden feels anchorage again, despite the trouble he is in, vs. 5, which is the refrain verse of this psalm, “…” True, the in the next line it seems as if this hope straightaway is gone again. However, beloved, isn’t this how it often goes with us as well. Down in the dumps, we read the Bible and all of sudden we feel lifted up. Hope in God. But then the next moment it seems gone again, especially when the afflictions of life presses us down. Then it can be – like the author of Psalm 42 – that all of a sudden we feel forgotten again by God. That’s the struggle we find also in Psalm 42. It goes almost like the pendulum of the clock. The one moment we feel close to God, yet the next moment it seems gone again. On Sunday, we go the church and feel really strengthened by the gospel, but when Monday comes around it seems all dark again. Yet at bottom, we know God does not forsake us, despite the struggles we go through, and so we keep clinging to Him and so that secure anchorage remains and to this we may hold on, especially when adversities seem to overtake us. Then in faith, we remain patience, not by simply resigning to our fate, so to speak, but by clinging to God and in doing this still finding peace, despite the turmoil our life might be in at times.
Patient in adversity – next we read: thankful in prosperity. At first sight, Br. & Sr., this might seem to be easier. Yet it’s not! In fact, it might be even more difficult to be thankful in prosperity than to be patient in adversity. Adversity makes a person feel small. We realize our dependence. Yet prosperity can easily cause us to think that we can manage, even without God. We might not say this with so many words, yet at times our life may look like it. After all, how often do we actually say “I thank Thee” to God, when the business goes well, or when after a test at school we come back with a good result. Do we thank God that He has given us these talents, being compassionate also with those who might have done not so well, since there talents might be in other sectors of life. I hope this makes clear that especially when everything goes well, it might be hard to keep God in the picture so to speak, and not to start boasting of own achievements.
Finally, Answer 28 draws our attention to the future, warning us not to become anxious about tomorrow, but to be confident that God’s love will carry us also then. Trust Me, so the LORD says, for I have all things in My almighty hands, so much that nothing can move without My will. Father is in control. Father’s hand rules this world. So why should I, as Father’s child start worrying about tomorrow. True, then life can be very hard at times. Yet God’s grace, which carried us today, will be sufficient tomorrow as well. In that confidence, I may go to sleep tonight without worrying. You may say, that’s easier said than done. However, beloved, for a moment look back and try to remember one of those days in the past, of which you thought how will I ever get through that day. Yet who carried you that day. Was it not your heavenly Father? Well, this Father will carry you also in the future, no matter what difficult days He may give you to number in this life. He will be there, always. Therefore,
“Why are you cast down, O my soul?

And why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God;

For I shall yet praise Him

The help of my countenance and my God.”
Beloved, firmly believe that Father’s hand will always guide and carry you. In that faith, we may leave your worries with the LORD and find rest, true rest in the Lord!  
Amen.
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