Liturgy:
Reading : James 1, 21 – 27; 2, 14 – 26
Text       :  James 4, 13 – 17 
Ps.   134 : 1,2,3

Ps.   103 : 1,4

Ps.   103 : 6

Ps.     39 : 2,3,4,6

Hy.    60 : 2,3,4

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Last Friday we entered a New Year and even though at present quite a number of members of the congregation still may enjoy some kind of a break, nevertheless many events for the Year 2010 have already been planned again, also on the church calendar. That’s how we live our lives in this day and age. We get the calendar out, be it the old-fashioned one in which you write things down or be it on the computer or mobile phone, – we get the calendar out and start our planning for another year: be it church events, business appointments, or some personal events we hope to enjoy some time throughout the course of this year.

2010 – Some of us might be really looking forward to what this year will bring, excited about a wedding planned for this year or perhaps a great holiday. They can hardly wait. 2010 – What an exciting year it will be.
Yet there are also others, also among us, who being terminally ill may wonder whether they will make it throughout this year and whose children might wonder: will Mum or Dad with still be with us here on earth, when the Year 2010 will come a close?
As God’s children we know that the future is not in our hands. Hence, when planning our events, we add the words DV, Deo Volente, i.e. if God wills. Yet what do we actually mean when we just add these two letters, for example, when sending out an agenda for a meeting or to an event planned for later on  this year, say your wedding. The letters or the words are easily added, “If the LORD wills and we live.” However, what the LORD really asks of all us, beloved, is that we live these words each day. In other words, how do we live our faith also with respect to the letters DV?
“If the LORD wills and we live” – with these words we acknowledge that God is sovereign. The point now is do we also want to submit our lives to this sovereignty of God, each day of the Year 2010. That’s what our text is all about. We are to acknowledge God’s sovereignty also with respect to making plans for the future, realizing that we not even know whether we will live tomorrow.
This does not mean that we are not allowed to make plans, e.g., with respect to an expansion of the business, or for a wedding later on this year. Even Scripture teaches that there is wisdom in good planning. The Lord Jesus says you should plan the costs before building a tower and a king before entering into battle should plan his strategy well. The point at stake is how we plan. When making plans for the future, do we always think of the fact that God is sovereign?
In preparation for this morning’s sermon I read that in Constantinople of old, when an eastern monarch was crowned as emperor, the royal mason would bring before him slabs of marble on his coronation day. The emperor himself would select from the marble slabs his own tombstone. Someone wrote, “The ancients thought it wise for him to remember his funeral at the time of his elevation, for his life would not last forever.” 
Beloved, what if we had such a practice at high school or college graduation?  You may think that would be a bit over the top. It would cast it big shadow over a joyful occasion. One wouldn’t do that. To a certain extent this might be true. Yet on the other hand, it might bring a sense of reality to life that the future is not in our hands, since it belongs to the LORD alone to unfold it. Sometimes also among us, especially when we are young, there can be a feeling, I can do this and so we make plans for life. As such this does not need to be wrong, but does the Lord also come into the picture right from the beginning or more as a kind of afterthought.
Hence, it might be good at the beginning of a new year to give some thought to this, as we make our plans for 2010, filling our new dairies with the first appointments after the holiday break or in planning a wedding or a long service leave later this year. In order that also in these things we may live our life to the honour of the Lord, in this first worship service of the Year 2010, focussing on James 4, 13 – 17, let us listen to
GOD’S CALL TO LIVE DAILY IN HIS WILL

Heeding this call we are

1) To realize our dependence on God

2) To acknowledge our dependence on God

3) To practice our dependence on God    

I
One of the commentaries on the letter of James, Br. & Sr., has as its title, ‘The practical Christian’, and this is indeed what is at the centre of this letter: how to live our faith in everyday life, being not just hearers but also doers of God’s Word. To highlight this, let me just quote one of the central passages of this letter, Ch. 1, 22 – 25, “...” In Ch. 2, James comes to the conclusion, “Faith without works is dead.”
  In Ch. 3 James writes we have to be doers of the Word, also in the way we speak about one another. In the text chosen for this morning, Ch. 4, James writes we have to be doers of the Word also in the way we speak about the future, fighting the sin of presumptuousness and arrogance.

James starts this section with the words, “Come now ...” This is an expression which was very common in those days. In drama it was often used to highlight the irony in the scene that was coming. Well, somehow this also applies to our text with respect to those boasting business people portrayed in the scene put by James in vs. 13 and 14a, “...” The picture refers to business people making their plans, yet the application of these words refers to all plan making in every age. It applies also to our plan making for the Year 2010. As I mentioned it also before, as such there is nothing wrong in making plans, plans for later on this year, for example. Planning as such is not the problem. The point is how we plan. 
As God’s children we have are called to live holy lives, i.e. lives in which God always comes first in whatever we do. Well, this has its implications also with respect to the way, in which we plan events for the future. That’s what James wants to drive home in the verses chosen as text for this morning’s sermon. He does so, first of all by making us aware of the brevity of our life. After all, beloved, none of us knows today whether here on this earth there will be for us also a tomorrow. Should this cause us to refrain from making plans for the future? That’s surely not James’ intention.  Also as God’s children we are allowed to make plans. 
Some among us have planned their wedding for this year. Some business people may have made plans to extend their business over the coming months or might have planned an overseas trip to promote their business. There nothing wrong with this. Even stronger we are called to use our talents well. The Preacher of the OT urges his readers, Eccl. 11, 1, “Cast your bread upon the waters ... Give it a serving to seven and also to eight...” These words highlight that we have to use our responsibilities well, also business wise. Well, this surely involves also a lot of planning activity. Yet in all this, the point is how we are busy in these things. Do we make plans in humbleness towards God, realizing our dependence on Him in everything? After all, says James, “You do not even know what will happen tomorrow?” Moreover, “What’s your life?” It is no more than a vapour that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” The picture is clear. You boil water in a kettle and after a short while steam ascends through its opening. But just as quickly as it appears it vanishes away. Or think of some fog that clouds the valley in the morning, but as soon as the warmth of the sun strikes it, the fog vanishes. It’s gone altogether.
Well, like the steam of the kettle, the fog in the valley, that’s says James is our life in light of eternity By comparison you may be much older than the person sitting next to you in the pew this morning. But you are still a vapour that is here only for a moment and then vanishes away. Life is but brief. Many passages of Scripture point to this. In Ch. 7 of the Book of Job, Job complaints, “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle ... my life is a breath,” vss. 6 + 7 of this chapter. In vss. 8 – 10 he continues as follows,”...”
Well, that’s what also James says. Life is like a vapour, which has no existence in itself. It’s good to be reminded of this, beloved. For how does it often go, also in our life? Going back to work after a good break, life’s batteries have been reloaded. Full of new energy, we plan the New Year: this week, next week, the coming month, a trip in July and so on .

Yet it might be that tomorrow morning you wake up feeling not so well, a trip to the doctor, some blood tests, a scan, and only a week later we might hear: cancer, according to the doctors only six weeks to live. Or a young couple, having planned their wedding, leaving a party on Friday evening, an accident strikes, no wedding. That businessman having planned to fly out tomorrow, but during the night a heart attack ends his life. That’s the brevity of life.
Beloved, this morning I don’t say all this to cast a dark shadow over the Year 2010, or to take away the happiness of that couple that has planned its wedding for this year. Instead, the aim is to find comfort also when these things happen, as they indeed do happen at times. We cannot close our eyes for this. Not so that we start worrying, but in order to realize our dependence, our dependence on the LORD, as David speaks about it in Psalm 39, 4, “LORD, make me to know my end and what is the measure of my days, that I may know how frail I am.” Also David knew how easily we can forget about the frailty of life. LORD, vss. 5 + 6 of this same psalm, “...” It’s good to be reminded of this, beloved, especially in this day and age.

We live in a time when prediction of, and planning for, the future are taken for granted as normal part of life. Statistics, percentage probabilities, and computer projections form the prophecy department of secular humanism. We are saturated with what one could call ‘planningism’ almost in every sector of life. Yet in all this planning going on and with which the daily papers fill their columns, the LORD’s name is hardly ever mentioned. There is no realization of being dependent on God’s sovereignty.

It’s living in the midst of such a climate that it is good to be reminded of the fact what man actually is, no more than just a vapour. Only one little thing has to happen and all our plans come to nothing. Beloved, how many of the things we plan never materialize, due to change of circumstances. None of us knows whether tomorrow we will still be there.
Again, I don’t say all this to cast shadows on the joy of life. When reflecting upon what our life actually is, just a vapour, there is no need to despair. Living in the awareness that today can be our last day here on earth, should not make us downcast. Instead, God says to all of us this morning, lay your weak lives in my almighty hands. Then you will find peace, true peace. David does the same in Psalm 39, vs. 7 of this psalm, “...” In the awareness of this hope we are allowed to make plans also for the Year 2010, realizing in every event we plan, with every appointment we write in our dairy, “Our help is in the Name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”
II
From the continuation of James 4 we learn that heeding the call to live daily in God’s will, it’s not good enough just to be aware of being dependent on God in everything, but we should radiate this awareness as well by the way we live and also knowledge this dependence. James says, instead of saying, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make profit... instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’” In other words, also when making plans, we should start with the LORD.
The words we read in James 4, 15 are often quoted as follows, “If the LORD wills and we live, we will do this or that.” The thought connected with these words often is: the LORD may prevent from happening what we have planned. Yet the question is, beloved, if this indeed is what James meant when he wrote these well-known words. We often interpret what James says here in a negative way. More or less as follows,  if the LORD does not cause us to die today, tomorrow we will do this or that. Perhaps exaggerating this a little, interpreting the words of James this way, it gives the impression to mean: I have planned something, yet the LORD may still prevent it from happening. Yet, beloved, that’s not what James wants to teach us.
James wants to highlight something else. He teaches us, also when making plans, up front already we must bow to God’s will, instead of making our plans first and then as some kind of afterthought tagging the words DV to it. I’m afraid it often happens this way and all are guilty of this. Instead, says James, when making plans we should start with the LORD.
Beloved, we should live more in the awareness that if the LORD would not give us oxygen to breathe, if the LORD would not cause the blood to run through our veins, we could not even live. In LD 10 HC we confess regarding the providence of God, “All creatures are so completely in His hand that without His will they cannot so much as move.” Also this statement speaks about the will of God by which God carries our life each day.

As I mentioned it before, we should not just simply realize this, but also radiate this by our way of living, which can be more important than just using the words DV or “if the Lord wills.” Somewhere I read, “The right mind-set-dependence on God is more important than saying the right words.” Also in this area of life, it’s important not just to say all the right things, but to live it too. The realization of our dependence on God must shine through our life each day, acknowledging indeed that it is God who has our weak lives in His almighty hands. It’s His will by which we are carried each day. This is same will, beloved, by which the LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing and makes the plans of the people of no effect, Psalm 33, 10.
So many people, also around us today, boast only of themselves, what they have achieved and what they are going to do, forgetting altogether, let alone that they want to acknowledge it, that their lives are in God’s hand, that even though they mock God and at times blaspheme His holy Name, He is control also of their lives. The LORD is so powerful that even the wicked plots of man are used for His purpose. King Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the Jewish leaders, they plotted together to get rid of Jesus of Nazareth, boasting of their power. Yet it all happened by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, Acts. 2, 23. It was His hand guiding history also that hour.
What a great comfort this is, beloved, to know God is in control, in control of today, but also in control of tomorrow. That’s why we don’t have to worry about tomorrow. Then we may make plans, even looking forward to that date in March or April when you get married, or to that planned holiday in July. There is nothing wrong with that, but you do it living in the awareness each day: my life is in God’s hand.

I hope this makes clear that the fact of not knowing whether tomorrow we will still be there is not some kind of fate that hangs above our head like a sword. Instead it brings peace, knowing that whatever might happen comes from Him who always seeks my best, since He is my Father, who so loved me that He even gave His only Son to die for my sins.

2010 – What will it bring for you, for me? We do not know. It might be a very joyful year. It might also be a year filled with hardship and sorrow. For the one it might be a year of getting married, for another it might be a year of standing at the graveside of a loved one. We don’t know. Yet what we do know is God is there to carry us each day by the power of His will. God – that’s He, who in all that might happen to us throughout the course of 2010 is working for our salvation, in such a way that not even a hair can fall from my head without His will. Living in this awareness gives great comfort. 
In addition, when this comfort and peace truly fills our hearts, people will also see it. Well, this was also James’ aim, when he wrote the words of our text, namely that we as God’s children should  be doers of God’s Word also with respect to the call of daily living in God’s will. This brings us to the third and final point of this morning’s sermon.
III
Last Friday  we entered a new year, and even though at present many may still enjoy some kind of a break, no doubt you have already written down some meetings scheduled for this year, some tasks to be attended to after the holiday. That’s how it goes, year after year. So, after having heard this morning sermon, what is going to change this year? Do we simply fall back in the same routine, or will we now also bring into practise the words James wants to bind on our hearts. James indeed urges his readers and thus also us to take to heart the message of our text. Says James, stop boasting in your arrogance, instead do go, vss. 16 + 17.
The word ‘arrogance’ refers to an empty boasting that seeks to impress others, and let us be honest, Br. & Sr., that’s what we all so easily do, being more concerned about what others might say about us than to live life in God’s will. Stop doing this, says James. Stop boasting in your arrogance.

The apostle John uses this same word ‘arrogance’, when he speaks about love for the world. Let me just quote these verses from his first letter, 1 John 2, 15 – 17, “...” When the apostle John mentions ‘the pride of life’, he uses the same word as what in our text is translated with ‘arrogance’. It’s living a life in arrogant defiance of the living God. It’s thinking that you can do without God and still life is great, as so many young people think, living life simply as they see fit. If you live this way, says John, the love of the Father is not in you. It’s evil says James.
Yet instead of evil we should do good, vs. 17. This last verse of our text is often considered as a bit of an add-on. After all, what is the connection between this verse and the preceding verses? Yet the word ‘therefore’ clinches the context together. How, you may say? 
Well, as James highlighted in the preceding verses, we know that the human condition tends towards presumption, leaving God out of life’s equations. We know that the future belongs to the LORD and not to us. We know that life is brief at best and that we should not arrogantly boast of our plans and intentions. We know all these things, but what now is our response to this teaching? Are  we going to take this lesson to heart, living our lives with God’s will foremost in our minds. James says in vs. 17, “Since you know this, to fail to take action is sin.” After all, it is not just what we do that leads to sin, but equally what we fail to do in light of God’s clear revelation is sin too.
Therefore, beloved, let us indeed heed the call to live daily in God’s will. This morning we could listen to what God’s Word says about the future. Life is short and we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Well, don’t be like the world then, but lay your weak lives in God’s almighty hands. Trust Him, who in Jesus Christ is your Father. Give Him pre-eminence in all your planning. Search the Scriptures for the principles, which alone can guide you to blessing in Christ.
As we have entered a new year, and our dairies are getting full with appointments again, I hope this morning sermon has made it clear, beloved, that the expression ‘If God wills’ – which is often summarize in two letters DV, Deo Volente, which is the Latin version of “If God wills” – I hope, beloved, that this morning’ sermon has made clear that these words are more than a nice spiritual sounding slogan. Instead, it should be an attitude of heart, dominating our lives as children of God. May our gracious God through His Holy Spirit work this dominance in us, each day of the Year 2010, so that also with respect to planning our appointments or in looking forward to certain highlights we live our faith. Not just saying all the nice and pious things, but being doers of the Word each day. If we do so, living each day close to God, then whatever the Year 2010 might have in store for us, be it prosperity or adversity, health or sickness, we have comfort and peace in the LORD. As I closed off the sermon also on New Years’ Eve, only this wonderful peace will make 2010 a blessed year for all of us.

Amen.is Holy 
� James 2, 26
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