Liturgy:
Reading : Ex. 3, 10 – 4, 17

Text       : Ex. 3, 11 & 4, 13

Ps.     99 : 1,2,3

Ps.     99 : 5

Ps.     77 : 5

Ps.   134 : 1,3 (after ordination)

Hy.      9 : 1,2,3,4 (collection and closing song)
Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

A request to be relieved from the office, that’s how one could characterize the verses chosen and text for this morning’s sermon, in which Moses asks the LORD, “Please, LORD, send someone else, I can’t do this.” Moses also mentions quite a number of reasons why he feels that he is not the right man for this job. He totally feels inadequate. LORD, there surely are people more qualified, more able than I am.

Also nowadays, beloved, at times it happens that consistories have to deal with requests like these; that a brother being appointed to the office, can’t see his way clear to accept the appointment of elder or deacon. Occasionally, it also happens that a brother finds it difficult to serve the full term and therefore asks to be relieved. The motives for such a request are not always necessarily wrong, for example, when it is for reasons of health, age, or having a too heavy work​load. On the other hand, there can also be less honourable reasons. For example, when a brother simply tries to get away from it, since he is not keen on serving in the office. All those consistory meetings: waste of time and then on top of it those home visits, of which some might be very difficult. No, that’s nothing for me, and so they ask to be relieved from the appointment.
Finally, it can also happen – and this a third category of requests not to be appointed – it can also happen that a certain brother simply dreads the thought of serving in the office, feeling totally incapable of doing this work, looking  up against it. I can’t do this. Surely, there are brothers much more capable, much keener to serve. I’m totally inadequate to do this.

Brothers, who struggle with this question, whether they are capable to serve seem to be in good company, seeing that Moses said exactly the same, when called by the LORD to that special office of leading Israel out of Egypt. In Ex. 4, 13 he says to the LORD, “Please, LORD, send someone else, whoever this might be. However, LORD, don’t send me. I can’t do this.” Brothers who feel inadequate to serve in the office, can they shield behind Moses, so to speak, saying, even Moses had difficulty in accepting his calling. Therefore, who am I that I would be able to carry out such a difficult task. Please, look for someone more capable than I am. Is this not exactly what Moses said as well? Moses also says why he feels inadequate.
However, the LORD with much patience simply invalidates all the objections, brought forward by Moses, the one after the other, indeed with much patience. Nevertheless, even after Moses so to speak can’t come up with yet another excuse, he simply doesn’t want to go, Ch. 4, 13. This arouses the anger of the LORD, vs. 14a, yet it does not cause the LORD to send someone else. Moses still has to go. 

So, the request to be released from the office is not granted by the LORD. Why not? Because there was no need for this. Afterall, Moses did not have to fulfil his task in own strength. God Himself would go with him, i.e. He, when invalidating Moses’ excuses, also reveals Himself to Moses as I AM  WHO I AM. Thus saying, “Moses, simply put your trust in Me. I do not for​sake the work of My hands.”

Beloved, this God is also our faithful covenant God.  He will do it, using us simply as tools in His almighty hands. What a tremendous encouragement this is, not only for those who serve in the special office, but for all of us in whatever tasks the LORD gives us to do in His service. We don’t have to do things in own strength. The Lord will make His power perfect even through our weaknesses. His grace is sufficient always, for whatever task He may give us to fulfil, be it in the special office or in the office of all believers. That’s the gospel, I may proclaim to this morning, which I have summarized as follows,
GOD’S CALL OF AN OFFICE BEARER

WHO CONSIDERS HIMSELF TOO WEAK TO SERVE
We will look at the 

1) The excuses made by this office bearer
2) How God invalidates these excuses 
I

Looking at the first chapters of the book of Exodus, Br. & Sr., it’s striking that in Ex. 3 + 4 we meet a totally different Moses than in Ex. 2. In Ch. 2 Moses is willing to take action in defence of his brethren at whatever the cost might be. True, at that time Moses acted prematurely, since God had not yet called him to the task lying ahead of him. Perhaps at that time Moses trusted also too much in his own strength. That’s why he had to flee to Midian, where he had to wait for  the LORD’s time, realizing – as I mentioned it also last week – in a similar way as we too have to learn this time and time again, that God’s timetable does not always run parallel with our timetable. Yes, to wait patiently for God’s time is not always easy.
Yet, after a long period of waiting – 40 years – finally, the calling comes and one would have expected – especially after Ch. 2 – that Moses would have no difficulty in accepting this calling. He had shown patience in waiting. It’s also clear that he no longer puts his trust in own strength. He clearly highlights his own weaknesses. Yet, instead, of putting now his trust in God, he shows an outright unwillingness to accept the calling to which God now calls him. Moses asks the LORD to be relieved from this calling. He does so by coming with no less than five objections to show that he is not the right man for this job.

Five objections:

Ch. 3, 11, “...”
Ch. 3, 13, “...”
Ch. 4, 1, “...”
Ch. 4, 10, “...”
Ch. 4, 13, “...”
This morning in the sermon, we will go through each of these objections in more detail, starting with the first objection, Ch. 3, 11, “...” In actual terms, Moses is saying here, “LORD, I am totally unqualified for this job.” Beloved, how often do we not feel likewise? I’m not as qualified as someone else. I don’t have the abilities to do this. In fact, already giving up, before we have even tried to do the task to which we were called. Moreover, in doing so, we forget who call us, the LORD, who knows very well what He is doing, when He appoints someone to a certain task. Hence, we may put our trust in God. When calling us to a certain task God is fulfilling His plan, even through our weaknesses.

Look at Ex. 3 again. As such, Moses was right in saying, I don’t have the abilities to do this, to carry out this tremendous task. Yet in saying, Moses ignored what the LORD had said to him before. I point you to vs. 8 of Ch. 3, where the LORD clearly says that He Himself would deliver the Israelites out of the hand of the Egyptians, now adding that He would do this through Moses. So Moses, don’t worry, vs. 12, I will be with you! You can count on My presence all the time. Again, this is something we too so easily forget at times. God is with us. He will give the strength we need. This promise runs through all of Scripture: Immanuel – God with us! God made this promise fully true in and through Jesus Christ, who – according to Art. 18 – in truth is our Immanuel!

Moses, I will be with you. I will give you what you need to be able do this task. The LORD underlines this with a sign, vs. 12b, “...” With these words, the LORD reassures Moses this redemption will happen. There is no reason to doubt this. One day you will stand again at this mountain together with My people, who at that time will have been redeemed from Egypt. The day will come very soon that here at this mountain, together with all My people, you will serve Me. Let this be an assurance for you that I will accomplish the task to which I call you today.
Beloved, the same applies today, for the workers that go out. God says it also to us today, “I will bring the final harvest home. I will do this. You simply be willing instruments in this great work of Mine.” That’s how office bearers may do their work also today, doing their home visits, going on a visit of admonition. Then we may look up against that task. However, the LORD says it also to us today. I go with you and I will accomplish My work even through your weak service. What a great promise this is, beloved.

Despite this reassurance from the side of the LORD, Moses still can’t see his way clear in accepting God’s calling. In vs. 13 he comes with a second objection, “...” What does Moses mean when he says that Israelites perhaps would not remember God’s Name? Of course, they would know by whom Moses had been sent, when he would come and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me.” 
The God of their fathers – that is He, who had revealed Himself to Abraham as God almighty. Surely, they knew about this part of their history. However, beloved, in Egypt – according to their own feelings – the Israelites had experi​enced but very little of this power of God. True, God had given them mighty promises. Yet what did they see of the actual fulfilment of these promises? Being slaves in Egypt, daily they suffered nothing else but hardship. Moreover, as far as the eye met, there was little hope that within the near future a change was imminent. Therefore, Moses was scared, when coming to the Israelites with the message, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” they would respond, “Who is He? No longer sooth our minds with nice sounding words, we want to see deeds.” Therefore, Lord, so Moses asks, what do I say when they will respond this way? How can I conquer this despondency?

It is in response to this objection, beloved, that the LORD reveals Himself to Moses with a new name: I AM WHO I AM. With this new name, the LORD invalidates Moses’ second objection. The Israelites might say to Moses, “The God of our fathers – who is He? What has He done for us throughout all these years of hardship? Does He still care for us? If He is the almighty One, why then can the Pharaoh of Egypt do with us what He wants with impunity?”
However, God now says to Moses, when they say this to you, respond to them by saying, “The God of Abraham has this name: I AM WHO I AM, i.e.  I will act in accordance with the covenant I made with your fa​thers. I will not forsake the work of My almighty hands. For I AM, i.e. I am never absent to those who call upon Me in true faith. I am their God. I AM WHO I AM, the faithful One.

I AM WHO I AM – in this name God gives His people a guarantee that they will indeed receive what has been promised to them.  What was this promise? Not only that one day they would return to Canaan, but also and even more importantly that one day the Christ would be born from them, through whom God today is also our Father.
I  AM WHO I AM – God is faithful. He will make His promises come true. To this we too may cling, beloved. God will do what He has said. Today we live in a society in which many people have given up on God; people, who may ridicule us too, when we say that God is the almighty One. If this is indeed true, why does this almighty God then not act, but seems to stand by passively, whilst so many atrocities are going in this world. Where was God when the holocaust took place. Where is God, when so many people are killed day after day by bombs, terror actions in Afghanistan, the Middle East, to mention just a few places? Why does He allow faithful children of to be persecuted for the sake of their faith? If God is indeed the almighty One, why doesn’t he take any action? 

Beloved, in spite of the fact that we cannot always answer these questions either, nevertheless as God’s children in faith we may hold to this certainty, the affliction of today is but for a moment, since through this affliction God is work​ing for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. We may be sure of this. For God is faithful. He will make His prom​ises come true.
 
II

In the first point of the sermon, we dealt with the first two objections, brought forward by Moses. From it we learned Moses is weary to accept the call and therefore asks to be relieved from it. Yet God still wants to use this unwilling servant. To overcome Moses’ weariness, in Ch. 4 – where Moses comes with even more objections – the LORD not just invalidates these objections, but in addition – to reassure Moses that the LORD would indeed be with him – God also provides Moses with what you could call proper credentials. 
Moses is still weary to go and so in Ch. 4, 1, he comes with another objection, saying, “...” Moses is afraid that in the same way as 40 years ago they would say to him, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Who has appointed you as the one, who should free us from bondage?” In other words, where are you credentials? Well, to overcome also this objection, the LORD provides Moses with credentials to prove to the Israelites that indeed the LORD had sent him. The LORD does so by giving three signs as proof of the almighty power, by which the LORD Himself will redeem Israel from bondage. These signs are given to Moses to draw encouragement and comfort from it, knowing I don’t have to this in own strength. The LORD with His almighty power is near to me, so why should I be afraid or weary of the task lying ahead of me.
The first sign concerns the staff or rod in Moses’ hand, which the LORD changed into a serpent, and which afterwards becomes a normal staff again, Ex. 4, 2 – 5. One may wonder, why this particular sign? What message does it present? In one of the commentaries, which I read in preparation for this sermon, I found the following plausible explanation. The staff, which Moses held in his hand, pointed to his task as shepherd of the sheep of Jethro’s flock. Well, God now called Moses to become a shepherd of God’s people. Like Christ’s disciples, first normal fishermen, but then called to becomes fishers of men. Thus, the staff in Moses’ hand serves as a sign also later on, but then as a sign of being shepherd of God’s people.
When the LORD calls Moses to throw this staff on the ground, it points to Moses unwillingness to accept the call to become shepherd of God’s people. However, this unwillingness from Moses side would give the serpent of old opportunity to keep God’s people in his deadly grip even longer. That’s the message contained in the staff becoming a serpent.

When applying this more generally to today’s situation, the message is this. God’s people are in danger, when office bearers are unwilling to dedicate themselves to the task God calls. Then indeed the dragon, that serpent of old, gets full opportunity to attack God’s people. That’s why the LORD wants to guard His people through the service of shepherds called by Him. Thus, the staff in Moses hand functioned as a credential that God had appointed him. That’s why in Ex. 4, 20 this staff is called ‘the rod of God’.
The second sign given by the LORD is closely linked to the first sign. We read how first Moses’ hand becomes leprous and then healthy again, Ex. 4, 6 – 8. In the same commentary mentioned above I read, a man who despite the calling from above puts his hand in his bosom, is like a person, who stands with his hands in his pockets, doing nothing, being passive, but then in a sinful way. 
Such a person should say with David, “Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean,” Psalm 51, 7. Indeed, one should realize unwillingness and negligence in the office is sinful in the eyes of the Lord. However, as soon as a person called by God puts his shoulder to the wheel, the Lord will work through him as a willing instrument in His service. Office bearers, sinful from themselves, yet purified by the Spirit of Christ, in this way putting themselves to the task to which God calls them, will be a blessing for God’s people.

I come to the third sign, recorded in Ch. 4, 9, by which the LORD wants to make clear that idols have no power. In those days, the Nile River touched nearly every facet of Egyptian life and gave to Egypt’s culture many of its characteristic features. This recognition of dependence on this river led to deification of this river under the figure of the god Hapi, the river god. By turning the water of the Nile into blood, the LORD wants to make clear to His people: don’t put your trust in the idols of Egypt, because they have no power at all. Though they may seem to be powerful, their power will come to nothing.

BY giving these three signs, the LORD provided Moses with clear credentials, as proof that indeed the LORD had sent him. Moses, a man with a nature like ours, i.e. sinful and weak in himself, yet by God equipped with power from above to carry out the task to which God had called him. Beloved, that’s how also today God Himself will provide His children with strength to whatever task God may call us, be it in the special office or in the office of all believers. 
No, then today we will no longer receive special signs like Moses did. However, this is not necessary either. For with Pentecost we all have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, who will guide us in the truth and will help us to carry out the tasks to which God has called us, each in the place where God has set us. Therefore, for none of us there is ever any need to be weary of this or that, or to say, “Who am I, that I should do this?” Instead, we may serve the Lord with glad​ness, realizing that we don’t have to do anything in own strength. The LORD Himself will provide us with all that we need. He who calls us is faithful. He will also do it.

Going back now to Ex. 4, we read, even with these wonderful credentials given to him, Moses was still not satisfied. He continues to bring forward still another objection. Since he could no longer use the argument of Israel’s possible unbelief, he points to his own lack of speech, “Lord, I’m not a man of words, not a speaker. I’m rather slow of speech and tongue.” God’s response to this objection is rather short, vss. 11 & 12, “...”  De​spite Moses’ boldness to come with this objection, the LORD still promises Him again, “I will be with you. I will help you speak and teach you what to say.”

It’s the main theme running through these two chapters: Moses, you don’t have to do it in own strength. I will be with you. When you are standing before Pharaoh, I will give you a mouth and wisdom what to speak. There is no reason to be afraid. For I, who created your mouth, am able to also make it speak.

See there, beloved, how the LORD invalidates all Moses’ objections. But then in vs. 13 it turns out, Moses simply doesn’t want to go, “Please, Lord, send someone else.” Even though this final objection kindled the God’s anger, the LORD still makes provision even for this last objection, vs. 14. Aaron the Levite could speak well. He was already on his way to meet Moses and would be happy to see his brother. Moses could share the words of the LORD with him and the LORD would help both of them to speak and would teach them what to do. Aaron would stand before the people of Israel and speak the words of Moses to them. The relationship between Moses and Aaron would be that of deity and mouthpiece. Aaron would be Moses’ prophet, his spokesman.

Br.  & Sr., having gone through all the objections, one can only marvel at the fact that despite Moses’ unwillingness God still wanted to use him as His servant. Yes, Moses remained the redeemer and mediator of the OT, called and appointed by God. Moses has to go with the staff in his hand, vs. 17; the staff, with which he would perform the signs as proof that it was indeed God Himself, who had sent him. It is as if the LORD says to him, “Moses, look at the staff and know that I am near.”
Moses – an unwilling servant, “Lord, who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should lead Thy people out of bondage. Please, Lord, send someone else.” This clearly shows, beloved, if it had depended on Moses, Israel would never have been redeemed from Egypt. This redemption indeed depended on someone else, namely on the Angel of the LORD, i.e. God’s Son who had not yet come into the flesh and who was speaking here to Moses from the burning bush. Yes, He would strike Egypt in such a way that Pharaoh finally had no other option than to let the Israelites go. Moses and Aaron were simply instruments in His hand. That’s one. 
Yet there still is a deeper meaning to this when in our text we hear Moses say, “Lord, please send someone else.” In saying this, Moses not only expresses unwillingness but as we saw also inability. That’s why God indeed sent someone else, a better redeemer, namely His own beloved Son, who on Calvary con​quered that ancient serpent altogether. God’s Son, who did not come with objections when God called Him to His task, but who said, “Behold I come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do Thy will, O my God, and Thy law is within my heart.” Jesus Christ, the willing servant of the LORD – greater than Moses is here!

Yet, beloved, Christ having obtained the victory still makes use of the service of people also today, be in the special office or in the office of all believers. Well, when He calls us there must indeed be very convincing reasons to say ‘No’! I realize then it is not always easy to judge the criteria of others. Yet the example of Moses shows, it is also possible, by our unwillingness to kindle God’s anger against us. 

It does not matter, when fulfilling our task in the service of God, we too often feel weak and incapable. In a certain way this is even good, since this will only cause to rely more on God, realizing it is God’s power working even through our weakness. God is faithful. He will do it, at the same time using us as His instruments. Let us so all, each in the place where God had set us, young or old – let us so all be active in the Lord’s service. Let no one pass the buck, but let us all put the shoulder to the wheel, so that God’s work may flourish among us. Let us do so in the awareness, each day again, we don’t have to do it own strength. God is near always.  Beloved, greater encouragement we do not need, do we?

Amen.
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