Liturgy
Reading : Ex. 2, 11-25

                Acts 7, 17-29

                Heb. 9,  24-27

Text       : Ex. 2, 11-15a

Ps.     62 : 1,4

Ps.   139 : 13
Ps.     28 : 5

Ps.     94 : 7,8,9,10

Hy.    60 : 2,3,4
Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

When reading the commentaries on the portion of Scripture chosen as text for this morning’s sermon, quite a few of them point to Moses’ temper, by which he acted prematurely and too hastily in mur​dering the Egyptian with the result that he had to flee to Midian, where he forgot his people until God called him. Yet, beloved, the remarkable thing is, when comparing Ex. 2, 11 – 15 with the two passages of the NT, which we also read this morning and in which detailed comment is given on these events in Moses’ life, we read nothing about this. On the contrary in Heb. 11 we read that Moses acted by faith. 
Of course, this does not mean that Moses was altogether blameless in acting the way he did. Nevertheless, Scripture does not speak about this part of Moses’ life in a negative way; rather it speaks about it positively. Stephen in his address to the Sanhedrin speaks about a negative reaction from the side of the Israelites instead. From this we learn, even though Moses may have acted prematurely (he was not yet called by God), nevertheless he acted by faith, which was lacking among the Israelites themselves as becomes evident from their reaction, when Moses stood up for them
It is these two aspects – Moses acting in faith and the negative reaction of His own people – on which I would like to focus in this morning’s sermon, of which I have summarized the message as follows,  


THE REDEEMER PROVIDED BY GOD ACTS BY FAITH
 IN MAKING A CHOICE FOR HIS BRETHREN


We will look at 

1) Moses’ action as an act of faith

2) the reaction on this by his own country men

3) which led to Moses going to Midian, where he had to wait for God’s time

I
The beginning of Ex. 2, Br. & Sr., informs us about Moses being nursed by his own mother, so that during those early formative year of his life the seed of faith could be laid. Last week in a sermon on this section of Ex. 2, we called this divine irony. It was Pharaoh’s intention to rob the Israelite mothers of their children. Yet Ex. 2 tells us about a mother, who under the protection of Pharaoh’s court is allowed to raise Israel’s future redeemer in the fear of the LORD. 

Amram and Jochebed, a couple in the church simply living by faith; they clung to God’s sure promises, not just passively but realizing also the responsibilities, they had in serving the LORD. That’s how they got married, even though from a human point of view they could not expect much happiness within marriage. That’s how they also received children from God’s fatherly hand. As such no startling events, yet that’s how redemption for Israel was provided: through the simple obedience of these two children of God. That’s Ex. 2, 1 – 10. The passage on which we focussed last week Sunday morning in the sermon. 
The continuation of Ex. 2 tells us what happened quite a number of years later. In vs. 11a we read, “...” From Acts 7, 23 we learn this was when Moses was roughly 40 years old, i.e. after he had spent already quite some time at Pharaoh’s court. Yet by God’s sovereign grace, the seed sown during the formative years of his life, even though at time he was still very young, had not been sown in vain. In this we see the evidence of what the apostle John later on writes in his first letter, 1 John 3, 9, “...” Of course, this does not mean that such a person never sins, but it points to a life not characterized by sin, but by trust in God instead. Following this verse, John writes, 1 John 3, 10 + 11, “...”  Well, beloved, it’s exactly this love, i.e. love for his brothers which caused Moses to come into action, Ex. 2, 11a, “...” Comparing Scripture with Scripture, we cannot but indeed conclude that love for his brethren motivated Moses to do this. Love for his brethren, with whom he inwardly felt spiritually one. That’s why he came to have a look at their burdens. 

We should not para​phrase this simply as Moses came to have a look. The Hebrew word used points to ‘a looking with emotion’. This means Moses being by birth an Israelite considered himself party to this cruel oppression, by which his brethren were bowed down. That’s why he went to have a look to see whether he could do something for the relief of his people. This is not reading some​thing in to it. Instead, this is the conclusion we may derive, when looking in particular at what the author of the letter to the Hebrews says about this episode of Moses’ life, Heb. 11, 24, 25, “...”  Thus, Scripture itself says Moses acted by faith when he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. In Acts 7 Stephen says, “It came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.”
It came into his heart. Of course, with this does not mean it just happened to be like that. Commenting on this text John Calvin writes the following, “Stephen's words rather bear testimony that the Spirit of God so to speak awakened Moses from his sleep to finally visit his brethren whom he had ignored for such a long time.” Somewhat further Calvin writes, “For a long time Moses was unaware of his calling and stayed idle at Pharaoh’s court. But then contrary to the expectation of all people and also of himself the LORD called him. Thus through a movement of the Spirit of God it came into this heart to visit his brethren.” 
Thus far, what Calvin writes in his commentary on Acts 7. Calvin speaks about a movement of the Spirit of God. In Heb. 11 it says Moses acted by faith. And indeed, beloved, the stand which Moses made in favour of the Israelites could indeed be made but by faith only, since humanly speaking everything pleaded against such a choice. At Pharaoh’s court, Moses had all he wanted: a splendid position, he was called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, an Egyp​tian prince, who so to speak had all the wealth of the world at his disposal. He could make a brilliant career. Whilst as regards the Israelites they suffered slavery, ill-treatment, torture and murder.

From a human point of view, the choice to make would not be very difficult. Yet through faith, Moses did not look at the things he could see with his physical eye, but at the things unseen for the physical eye.  By faith, he understood: the wealth of Egypt is enjoyment of sin. That’s how the author of the letter to the Hebrews explains Moses’ choice in favour of his brethren. It reads there, he rather chose to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pass​ing pleasures of sin. As to this expression ‘to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin’, we must not straightaway think here of all kind of immor​al sinful pleasures. The point is that Moses considered all the wealth of Egypt itself as sin. Living in Egypt meant living in the realm of sin, i.e. realm where Satan ruled. 

Moses had to make a choice between God’s people and Egypt. Giving preference to Egypt would mean a stand in favour of sin and against God’s people, which ultimately meant a stand against God Himself, a stand against God’s covenant and the promises given within that covenant.  It would mean a stand against the seed of the woman and in favour of the anti-Christian seed of the serpent. 

Well, Moses made a definite choice. He did not reason in a seemingly pious way, I will choose the side of God’s people, but at the same time, I keep my name as son of Pharaoh’s daughter. For as an Egyptian prince I can achieve more for my brethren, exert more influence on the Pharaoh than when I leave his royal household and become completely one with my brethren. Again, from a human point of view this would have been a plausible reaction, even seemingly pious. Indeed seem​ingly, since the LORD wanted Moses to break with Egypt altogeth​er. That’s why he went out to his brethren. 

This was indeed a radical choice, a choice made in faith, which caused Moses to see not only through the wealth of Egypt but also through the poverty of God’s people. Faith made Moses see that the pleasures of sin are but transient. Egypt had no future. Yet the Israelites had the promise of the coming Christ. They were heirs of the Promised Land, heirs of the city, which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
Before carrying on with the redemptive historical approach of this particular episode of Israel’s history, first I would like to make some practical application. For what does all this now mean for us to day? What can we learn from a passage like this, especially also when indeed comparing Scripture with Scripture?
Ex 2, 11 says, “When Moses was grown, he went out to his brethren...” In other words, Moses had become a grown up man. Well, when growing up, reaching a more mature age, also today one comes a stage that he has to make choices in life. After all, the process of growing up is not just a physical matter, but it is something, which involves one’s whole life: emotionally, psychologically, and also spiritually. When growing up, going through the years of adolescence, maturing into being an adult and also throughout the early years of adulthood, questions arise: who am I, what do I want to do with my life? Where do I belong? These are questions, which one faces, for example, when considering am I ready to do profession of faith. Questions like, can I stand on my own two feet, so to speak? Am I prepared to go against my own will to stand up for the sake of God’s will? Do I have the courage to stand up for my faith in the daily environment in which I work? Summarizing it comes down to this question: where do I find the roots of my life: in the church or in the world.
Well, these were questions, which also Moses had to answer for himself, when he grew up. He knew where he came from. At an early age, he had been raised in the fear of the LORD, yet he had grown up at Pharaoh’s court. So having grown up Moses had to make a choice: do I want to stay here the rest of my life or should I go back to my roots. Again, from a human point of view, this was not such a difficult choice. Where could Moses get it any better than at Pharaoh’s court? 

Likewise today, when it comes to a human point of view how to enjoy life: the world has it all. From a human point of view: serving the LORD rather seems to be a burden than a joy. So why should I choose for God. That’s why quite a number of young people also here in Southern River no longer come to church. The world is more attractive. They think they can do without the church, even without God at times. Yet in making this choice, they only look with their physical eye and it seems to make them happy for a moment, yet in the end it does not satisfy, since the pleasures of the world do not last, in Heb. 11 they are called passing pleasures.
So when confronted with the same choices, what did Moses choose? In Heb. 11 we read in making choices for later on in life, Moses acted by faith. Faith, means you don’t put your trust in outward things, in all that there is to be enjoyed in this world, but you put your trust in God, you listen to Him. That’s what Moses did, making choices in faith. Heb. 11 mentions three choices, which Moses made.

1. He refused to be called son of Pharaoh’s daughter

2. He rather choose to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sins

3. He also esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasure in Egypt.
It is noteworthy that in Heb. 11 the affliction, which the Israelites endured in Egypt, is called the reproach of Christ. How are we to understand this?  The point is, beloved, the Israelites had the promise of the coming Messiah, who was to be born from them. As it was pointed out in the sermon of last week, this was the main reason why in Egypt the enmity of the devil turned against them. In this enmity, we see the dragon of Rev. 12 standing before the woman who was with child that he might devour her child. That’s why the author of the letter to the Hebrews calls the suffering which the Israelites endured ‘suffering for Christ’s sake’. That ruthless regime with its ill-treatment, the murder of all the male infants – all these things the Israelites had to endure since they were carrying the coming Christ in their midst. It was the abuse, which one day would be endured to the full by Christ Himself, who at the end of his life as the cursed One was led outside the gate to be crucified. In a similar way, Moses went out to his brethren.  As mediator of the covenant of the OT era, being a type of the coming Christ, he too wanted to be one with his brothers in every respect. Again comparing Scripture with Scripture you could say at the time that Moses went out to his brethren he did what we read in Heb. 13, 13  & 14, “...”
In Heb. 11 we read Moses did so, because he looked towards the reward. As I said before, where could Moses get it any better than at Pharaoh’s court? Yet acting in faith Moses saw the wealth of Egypt cannot not make me truly rich. In the end –also today – money, wealth and riches do not bring true happiness in life. It may seem so, but it does not truly satisfy. Those who have it, always seem to hunger for more. True happiness, rest and peace one only finds by living by grace, knowing that there is more to life than what one can see with the physical eye. That’s why Moses chose for his brethren, chose for the reproach of Christ, taking sides with the people from whom the Christ was to be born. He put His trust in what the physical eye could not see, yet in faith he was certain my hope is not in vain.
Moses looked for the reward and he did not miss out on it, even though he himself never did set foot on Canaan’s soil. One may wonder was this not a great disappointment and so in the end did Moses still not miss out on the reward, being so close and still have to die before entering the Promised Land? No, Moses did not miss out on the reward. Standing on the top of Mount Nebo God allowed him a look at the Promised Land, where after God took Moses home with Him, i.e. the actual place where Moses always longed to be.

So the point in all this is, beloved, where do we live for? What do we see as the final destination of our life, not just in theory hoping one day to go to heaven, but in reality, that is in deeds? Is it to see in your life, beloved, that you have something else to live for than getting rich in this world: your career, a new house, a new car, the latest fashion to keep up with the people around you? What do we talk about at our social gatherings?
I realize we live in this world, where God still gives us a place, even though the society, we live in, shows more and more the features of what in the Book of Revelation spiritually is called Egypt. We cannot actually go out of this world. God does not ask of us to live as an Amish community so to speak. We are called to live in this world. Yet Christ has also taught us that although in the world we are not of the world. This means our life should never so be taken up by the enjoyment of this world that there is hardly any time left for matters pertaining the kingdom of God. Let us make sure, beloved, that this world never becomes the place where we feel home, i.e. that we don’t want miss out on that party with work mates and therefore tonight we skip the Bible Study meeting. After all, does that really matter? Yet when this is the case: one could ask, where is home – in the church or in the world.

In saying all this, I don’t mean that we are not allowed to enjoy also things in the word, things which – as we often say it – in itself are not wrong. Not everything is in itself already sinful. Yet I’m afraid that slowly the borderlines are shifting. What 10 years ago was still considered to be wrong, at times is now commonly accepted. Can the reason for this also be that the riches in Christ no longer mean every​thing to us? Do we really want to suffer for Him, who bought us with the price of His precious blood, or do we find it rather difficult to sacrifice the passing pleasures of this world. Where do we feel home in the church or in the world? I realize even in the church not everything is perfect. Moses experi​enced this as well. When he went out to his brethren he saw them fighting with each other. Yet despite the fact that even in the church not everything is perfect, it is still the place where we should feel home, since Christ is present there with His prom​ises.

II
Coming to the second point of this morning’ sermon, let us go back to Ex. 2, where we read in vs. 11a, “...” As I mentioned it before this does not mean Moses just passed by and had a look. Instead, Moses knew himself part of this oppres​sion. He wanted to be one with his people. He went out to have a look to see in what way he could help them to relieve their burden. The continuation of our text makes clear, vs. 11b & 12, “...”  Not many have a good word for this action of Moses. Was this not outright murder? Yet, beloved, nowhere does Scripture condemn this action of Moses. Instead, it points out that in killing this Egyptian Moses stood up for his brethren, Acts 7, 25, hoping that they would under​stand that God would deliver them by his hand.   
When the next day Moses goes out again to have a look at his brothers, he sees two of his fellow men fighting each other. This deeply grieves him. After all, they should not fight each other; instead together they should fight their common enemy:  the Egyptians. Breaking up their fight and asking them for the reason of this fight, the one who was in the wrong responds, vs. 14a, “...” To phrase this somewhat differently, this man is saying, “What business is this of yours?  Leave us alone. Who gives you authority to meddle in our affairs? Or is it perhaps your intention to kill also me in the same way as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?” No doubt, this response must have scared Moses very much, in more than one way.  Yet vs. 14 does not say that he fled straightaway. This only happened when the Pharaoh heard about it and sought to kill him.

One may wonder why this little episode is mentioned.  If it was only meant to give a reason why Moses had to flee Egypt, it could easily be missed. After vs. 12 the author could simply have said, when this became known to Pharaoh Moses fled Egypt. Yet, first we read about these two Hebrew men fighting each other, rejecting Moses as protector and judge. Stephen in his address before the Sanhedrin interprets this as follow, the Israelites did not understand Moses and pushed him aside. This throws at least some light on why this little episode is mentioned. It shows something about the spirit living among God’s people. They were no longer hoping for any redemption. They had closed their eyes of faith for signs indicating that this redemption might be imminent. 
Of course, more could be said here, e.g. that Moses acted prematurely. God had not yet called him to redeem Israel from bondage. Somewhere I read, “Moses took initiative to be what he could become only by the grace of His calling.”  Somehow, also Stephen indicates this when he says, “Moses supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand.”
True God has spared Moses’ life for a special purpose. For that same purpose, God had taken care that he was raised at Pharaoh’s court, where Moses received a very good training for the task God had in store for him. Yet God’s time had not yet come. Moses had to learn not to put his trust in what he could do, to learn to be an instrument in God’s hand.
At the same time, however, vs. 14 does give us a glimpse that generally speaking among the Israelites the spirit of hope for redemption was no longer living, as becomes clear from the following chapters in  Exodus as well. That’s why Stephen says in his address, “but they did not understand.” Whereas Moses acted by faith in making a choice for his brethren, this same faith was slowly fading away among the Israelites themselves.
III
I now come to my third and last thought. Vs. 15 informs us that Moses having heard that the Pharaoh sought to kill him fled Egypt. The word used points not to a fleeing out of fear but to a breaking away. That’s why we read in Heb.11 that also this fleeing from Egypt was an act of faith, Heb. 11, 27, “...” This indeed shows Moses did not flee out of fear. He did not leave Egypt with a bad conscience about the murder committed by him, but firmly convinced that one day according to the promises made to the patriarchs the Lord would provide redemption.
Moses flees to Midian, a dry steppe area located southeast of the land of Canaan. He fled to the wilderness. This makes us think of what we read in Rev. 12 about the woman who was given the two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished by God from the presence of the serpent, Rev. 12, 14.

In the continuation of Ex. 2 we read that the mediator of the OT, whose help was rejected by his own people – in Midian this mediator comes to the help of the daughters of a Gentile priest, the daughters of Jethro, who at the well, watering their father's flock, were driven away by the other shepherds. Later these daughters say to their father that Moses delivered them from the hands of the shepherds. ‘Delivered’ – the original Hebrew uses here a verb, which reminds us of the name Joshua, NT Jesus, redeemer!

Beloved, these are of those little elements, which are often overlooked, yet nevertheless very essential to understand what Scripture wants to convey to us. For Scripture indeed wants to picture Moses as the redeemer provided by God, who in Midian as stranger takes up residence in the house of Jethro, where later on he marries one of Jethro’s daughters. Yet also here in Midian, he knew himself a stranger in a foreign land. Moses expresses this in the name of his first-born son: Gershom, i.e. sojourner. In Midian Moses had to wait for God’s time. 
The concluding verses of Ex 2, on which we focussed in the sermon of last week Sunday morning, inform us that God was moved with pity at the hard labour of the Israelites. After all, they were still His people, the people from whom the Messiah was to be born. Through the service of Moses as redeemer God would clear the way to Bethlehem. Yet God’s time had not yet come.
It is indeed good to note, beloved, – as it becomes very clear from Ex. 2 – God’s timetable does not always run parallel with our time timetable. However, this does not mean that God doesn’t hear us or is absent. As I said it also last week in the sermon, the LORD knows about the difficulties, the hardships of His people. He always hears when we cry to Him. God is present even at times when according to our feeling God seems to be far away. God was present also during those dark 80 years of Israel’s cruel oppression in Egypt. Present not only in providing a redeemer, but also in preparing this redeemer for the task awaiting him.  That’s why Moses had to wait another 40 years; 40 years during which he had to learn patience; the same patience, which God is also asking from us at times. 
We too know all too well that it is not always easy to remain patient. We too like to see God’s help today, often also in a way as we think best. Yet, beloved, trust God; trust God in simple obedience to His will. Only that give true rest and peace.
To say it with the words of a little poem, which I came across this week,

Wait, patiently wait,

                God is never late;

Your  budding plans are in your Father’s holding

And only wait for His grand divine unfolding

                Then wait, wait,

                Patiently wait.

                Trust, hopefully trust

                That God will adjust

Your  tangled life, and from its dark concealings

Will bring His will, in all its bright revealings

                Then trust, trust

  Hopefully trust."

Amen.
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