Liturgy:
Reading : Ex. 2, 1-10, 23 - 25
Text       : Ex. 2, 1-10

Ps.  93 : 1,2,3

Ps.  93 : 4

Ps.    8 : 1,2
Ps.    2 : 1,2,4

Ps.  86 : 4,6

Beloved Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

When reading Ex. 2, Br. & Sr., one could ask the question, “Where is God?” This whole chapter covers roughly a period of 80 years, namely from the birth of Moses until his calling at Mount Horeb, mentioned at the beginning of Ch. 3. Just think about it for a moment, all those 80 years, each new day anew, God’s children suffered severe oppression, tor​ture, and continuous murder of their little ones. No doubt, many times God’s children must have asked, “Where is God? Why does He not take any action? Has He forgotten us?”
When reading this chapter, also as a Bible reader, one could ask this same question, since throughout this whole chapter God’s name is not mentioned at all, apart from the two last verses. We only read about people, about a mother, who rescued her son through a des​perate yet very clever course of action. We read about an Egyptian princess, who was moved with pity at the cry of a baby coming from an ark of bul​rushes. We read  about  Moses, who stood up for one of his country man beaten  by an Egyptian, but who later on was dobbed in by his own brethren and as a result ends up in Midian. Again, one may wonder, where was God when all these things happened? His name is not mentioned at all.
At first glance, Br. & Sr., it may indeed seem this way. However, at the end of this chapter all of a sudden the search light of the narrative is directed on high, when four times we read about God doing something, vss. 24 & 25, “...” Of course, this does not mean that God only just then heard and remembered the groaning of the Israelites. God was active and had been active towards the redemption of His people all that time, even though it was hidden from the eye of man. 
Well, beloved, in a similar way it can happen that at times we too may think, “Where is God? Has He forgotten us?” However, also then God is still active and does not forget us, even though we may feel it like this. We should remember that God’s way of working is different from our way of working, at times fully hidden from us. Somewhere I read the following example. Abraham Lincoln, who later on as American president would abolish slavery, was born in an insignificant village. At that time, no one knew what this man would do later on in life. Yet, whilst the slaves still suffered, God was already busy to come to their help. 
Well, beloved, that’s how also in Ex. 2 God was already busy with His plan to redeem Israel from their bondage, at a time that the people did not know yet. The LORD never forgets us, for we are loved by Him. He knows it when we suffer. This does not escape His compassionate eye. God always hears us when we cry to Him. He is present, even at times when according to our feeling He seems to be far away. That’s how God was present also during those dark 80 years when the Israelites suffered cruel oppression in Egypt, day after day after day; year in year out. God was present in the birth of Moses, active in bringing into this world a re​deemer for His people, even though the Israelites did not see this yet and perhaps were on the verge of losing all hope. 

Beloved, that’s how God writes the history of the church. Where is God? What do we experience of Him? It can happen also today that when going though difficult times, we too may have the feeling that God is so far away. Why doesn’t He act? Beloved, instead of giving in to such human feelings, let us rather open our eye of faith. In Heb. 11, 1 we read, faith is the substance of the things hoped for, the evidence of the things not seen. Yes, it’s by faith only that we will see God’s mira​cles also today, sometimes even in the little things of every day life. In faith we have the firm assurance God is present indeed, no matter how many people around us may wonder, “Where is God?”  Yet, God is there, faithful always towards the promises He has given. That’s the gospel, I may preach to you this morning, which I have summarized as follows,

GOD REMEMBERS HIS COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
IN PROVIDING A REDEEMER FOR ISRAEL


This morning we will look at the way in which God did this in Ex. 2, namely
1) insignificant in the eyes of man
2) using simple people as His instruments
3) throughout all this holding the enemy in derision
I
In the concluding part of Ex. 2, Br. & Sr., we read, vs. 23, “Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage.” A superficial reading of these words can easily cause us to conclude, in their misery the Israelites cried out to God in heaven and because of this the LORD was moved with pity, vs. 24, “He heard their groaning and remembered His covenant, with Abra​ham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” The conclusion is then this was God’s answer upon the prayers of the Israelites. Yet, beloved, we should be careful not to draw this conclusion too quickly. Why do I say this? 
In LD 45 HC we confess, a prayer, which pleases God and is heard by Him, must also be a sincere prayer. Amongst others, this means we must thoroughly know our need and misery, so that we may humble ourselves before God. This is requirement not only for us. It equally applied to the Israelites during their time of oppression in Egypt. Therefore, the question is, “Did the Israelites indeed pray this way at the time, when they were suffering under the Egyptian yoke of oppression?” We should be careful in answering this question too quickly either with ‘No’ or with ‘Yes’. In the concluding part of Ex. 2, we read the Israelites groaned because of their bondage and cried out. However, it does not say they cried out to God. 

In Ch. 4, 31 we indeed do read that the Israelites humbled themselves before God. However, this was after Moses and Aaron had spoken to them about a redemption, which God was about to work, and after they had seen the signs, the LORD showed them through Aaron. It is after all this and not before, that we read in Ch. 4, 31, “...” 
They believed, however only for a moment. It didn’t last long. When the Pharaoh made their burden even heavier and Moses is sent again to Israelites with the gospel of redemption, they not even want to listen to him, Ch. 6, 9b, “...” Thus, the continuation of the narrative about Israel’s redemption from Egypt shows that we should not so to speak just take it for granted that the crying of the Israelites in Ch. 2 was indeed a sincere prayer to God. True, God heard their crying. Yet why was this?
Somewhat further in the book Exodus we read about another cry, viz., from the Egyptians. They cried because of the death of their first-born sons. No doubt, God’s ears did hear also this cry. However, it did not move Him with pity. Instead, God Himself had caused this cry. He had even foretold this by the mouth of Moses, Ch. 11, i6, “...”  This raises the question why was the LORD moved with pity hearing the cry of the Israelites, and why not when hearing the cry of the Egyptians. The simple answer is not, be​loved, because the cry of the Israelites was a sincere prayer to God. As I said before we should not read this into it too quickly, when reading Ex. 2, 23. 
Why then did the LORD listen to the cry of the Israelites? It was because of the covenant He had established with them. That’s what we read in vs. 24, “...” God remembered His covenant, even though the Israelites despite their crying thought God has forgotten us. Where is God? Why doesn’t He do anything about our misery?  
When reading the first chapters of the book Exodus, beloved, one doesn’t get the impression that faith was really living among the Israelites in Egypt. They cried out, but not always to God. Yet despite all this: God heard their cry. Even stronger, at the time that they themselves still thought God doesn’t do anything, God was already busy providing a redeemer. Beloved, this was not because of Israel’s faithfulness. Instead, this was God’s sovereign love towards children of His, who of themselves were undeserving of this love. 
That’s the history of the church, beloved. That history is not a narrative about people who achieved so much. When looking at people, we see much stubbornness and sin. If it indeed would depend on people, the church would have no future whatsoever. Yet when reading church history, in particular also the history of the OT church, we see God’s faithfulness. It is the history of God, who repeatedly remem​bers His covenant, and because of this provides redemption. Oftentimes God does this in a way we would not have expected it, insignificant in the eyes of man. The beginning verses of Ex. 2 point to this.  �
The vss. 1 & 2a inform us about the birth of Moses. Yet when reading these two verses, a few things may strike us. First, the names of the parents are not men​tioned. We know them only from the genealogy mentioned in Ex. 6. Next, when reading the beginning of Ex. 2, we get the impression that Moses is the first child of Amram and Jochebed. Yet they had already two other children: Miriam a girl and Aaron a boy. Finally, we don’t read either what name was given to Moses by his natural parents. Moses was the Egyptian name given to him by Pharaoh’s daughter. Thus, the beginning of Ex. 2 is completely silent about the name of the parents as well as about the name of the son. 

This makes even more remarkable the fact that another name is mentioned even twice, viz., the name Levi. In vs. 1 we read, “...” Apparently, it was very important to know that the LORD wanted to redeem His people by a descendant from Levi, which from a human point of view was not the most likely tribe to be chosen to find a redeemer from, especially when looking at the book Genesis.

In Gen. 34, we read that Levi together with his brother Simeon revenged in a horrible way the shame brought upon their sister Dinah by Shechem, the son of Hamor, the Hivite. It  is because of this action of revenge that many years later Jacob on his death bed prophecies regarding Levi and Simeon, Gen. 49, 5 – 7, “...”   Levi (together with Simeon) were cursed because of his anger. Therefore, if one tribe in Israel had shown itself to be unfit, incapable and unworthy of contributing to the redemp​tion of God’s people from Egypt, then surely the tribe of Levi. Yet it is from this unworthy tribe that God brings forth a redeemer for His people. 
Through the service of a Levite God will move forwards to clear the way to Bethlehem. That’s God’s divine way of working in order that, as the apostle Paul wrote to it the Corinthians, II Cor. 10, 17, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” Soli Deo Gloria – all honour, all glory to God. That’s also the message of Ex. 2.  He is the One, who provides a redeemer and does in His way at His time.
II
From the first point of the sermon, we learned, Br. & Sr., redemption comes from God alone. Yet this does not undo man’s responsibility. I could also phrase this as follows, throughout the history of the church God uses men as His instruments to come to the fulfilment of his plan; being busy already when when from a human point of view everything still seems to be pitch dark. After darkness comes light. Think of the dark Middle Ages, when God used persons like Martin Luther and John Calvin. God was busy, yet this did not undo man’s responsibility. Well, likewise God used the faith of Amram and Jochebed in finding ways to protect their child, for whom God had a special purpose.
Yes, there was still faith among God’s people, even though – as I mentioned it in the first point of the sermon – the first chapters of the book Exodus don’t give us the impression that faith among God’s children was really living in those days. You could compare with the days during which the Lord Jesus was born, whom Moses as redeemer and mediator was to foreshadow. Also when the Lord Jesus was born, no longer many were waiting for the true redemption of Israel. There were only a few: Simeon and Anna, Zacharias and Elisabeth, Joseph and Mary, and a few others. 
Well, a similar situation we see in Ex. 2. We don’t know how it was with the vast majori​ty of the people. Yet one thing is sure not all Israelites had been affected by decline in faith. I think of Moses’ parents, about whom we read in Heb. 11, 23,”...” Here was a young couple that still wanted to live by faith.  What did this mean in those days? In other words, what was the content of this faith and how did it show up in the life of Amram and Jochebed that they wanted to live by it.  
Faith, Br. & Sr., always clings to God’s promises; more precisely to God’s promises in Jesus Christ. With respect to the OT, God’s promise was that the Messiah would come to destroy the evil one and every power connected with it. In the OT – also here in Ex. 2 – God is still on His way to Bethlehem. The OT is often called the dispensation of shadows. The full light in Christ did not shine yet. (Explain: shadow...) 
So, the shadow means: the promise is real, even though the fulfilment of it is still waiting. The hope of the OT was never a vain hope. One day the seed of the woman would crash the head of the serpent. The certainty of this promise must have given hope and strength also to Amram and Jochebed, strength to do what they did during a time of severe oppression. 
For a start, Br. & Sr., in those days one surely needed courage to marry. Most likely at the time that Amram and Jochebed got married the Pharaoh had not yet come with the decree that all male infants had to be thrown into the Nile. Nevertheless, every Israelite man was condemned to forced labour. In those days, there was no time for a honeymoon. Right from the start hardship overshadowed marriage. Amram would be a slave and be tortured by the Egyptian S.S. Hence, how long would their marriage last? There was a real possibility that Amram would die very soon and Jochebed would become a widow. Therefore, in those days one indeed needed courage to get married. The prospect of happiness was not very great. At least not what the world regards as happiness within marriage. 
Yet, beloved, Amram and Jochebed too knew what is also said today to every couple that marries in the Lord on the day of their wedding. I quote from the Form for Solemnization of marriage, “Those who marry will face trouble in this state and because of sin will experience many difficulties and afflictions, yet they may also believe the promise of God that they, as heirs of the grace of life, will always receive His aid and protection, even when  they least expect it.” It was faith in this promise that brought happiness also in the marriage of Amram and Jochebed, even though they got married during a time of severe persecution. They believed God’s sure promise that the redeemer, the Messiah would come.  
Clinging to this promise, they also received children from God’s fatherly hand. Beloved, if there ever had been an opportune time to say: it is irresponsible to receive children at this moment than surely in the day of Amram and Jochebed. Yet, this young couple did not say this. They were blessed, first with the birth of a daughter, whom they called Miriam and later with the birth of a son, whom they called Aaron. Most likely this was still during the time that the Israelites had the support of the midwives, who refused to obey Pharaoh’s com​mand. Yet after Aaron was born, even the support of the midwives was no longer good enough. Every Egyptian could come into the house to take the baby away and throw into the Nile. Yet Amram and Jochebed believed that the church has to be build even in time of severe persecu​tion. And the church was build, Ch. 1, 12, “...” This also means there must have been more marriages like the marriage of Amram and Jochebed, marriages where couples lived by faith.�
We should be careful not to idealize this faith. One can well imagine what a tension it must have given when Jochebed got pregnant again. What will it be a daughter or a son? And if it will be son, what then? No doubt, this must have played on their mind during those nine months of pregnancy, additional tension! What will the future hold for this little baby when it is born? A birth expected even with more anxiety than every birth already gives. What will happen, if it is a son? Well, it is son. So what now? 
But then God comes to strengthen their faith by a special sign. Earlier in the sermon, I referred to Heb. 11, 23, which not only tells us that Amram and Jochebed acted by faith, in hiding their little one for three months. This verse adds, “because they saw he was a beautiful child.” The same we read in Acts 7, 20 in Stephen’s address to the Sanhedrin, “...” Well pleasing to God – the old KJV translates ‘exceeding fair’. The NIV simply reads ‘no ordinary child’. Sticking to the word in Heb. 11, it simply says ‘a beautiful child’. But, beloved, doesn’t every mother think this about her baby. Hence, we have to be careful not to read too much into this. Parents may have expectations of their children, also when they are less beautiful. Yet God must have used the fact that Moses was beautiful as an extra incentive for Moses’ parents to act by faith. Not by simply saying because of this God must save this child, but by putting their trust in God. Thus in faith clinging to God they hid this baby for three months.  
Three month passed by without Moses being discovered by anyone. Yet it became more and more difficult. Hence, there was need for other measures to protect Moses. Amram and Jochebed knew only God Himself can protect this child, but at the same time they remained responsible as tools in God’s hand.
A basket was made of sticky papyrus, waterproofed with tar and pitch. This basket was laid in the river between the reeds, lest it would float away with the stream of the river to an unknown location. Finally, Miriam was put somewhere to keep a watchful eye on this little basket. In other words, every possible care was taken. 
Yet in the end they had to leave it to God, and, beloved, is this not what faith is all about, also where it concerns our children. As parents, we can only do so much as tools in God’s hand. Yet in the end, we must leave it to God, trusting Him.
 In Ex. 2, this trust is expressed in particular by the word used for this little basket. It’s the same word, which in Gen. 6 is used for the ark of Noah. This says something about the expectation of Moses’ parents. LORD, please let this child be saved as Noah and his family were saved in the ark.
III
Coming to the final point of this morning’s sermon, I could say the rest of the story is well-known, viz., how Pharaoh’s daughter found this baby and was moved with pity when she heard him cry. Of course, in all this we must see the LORD at work. Humanly speaking, if one should not discover this child, it was Pharaoh’s daughter. After all, Scripture gives no indication whatsoever that she disagreed with her father’s policy of making short shrift with those foreigners. And yet it’s Pharaoh’s own daughter, who is moved when she hears this little one crying. Who does not think here of Psalm 8, where it reads that out of the mouth of babes and infants God ordains strength to silence the enemy and the avenger. Moses receives safety at Pharaoh’s court, at the court of the enemy. That’s how God rules, and simply laughs at that whole decree of Pharaoh to destroy the people He had chosen to be His and from whom the Messiah had to be born. 

Israel’s future redeemer, who had to lead God’s people out of the bondage of the Egyptians, is raised at Pharaoh’s court, where he is prepared for his future task. Before that time, his own mother receives opportunity to raise him. It was Pharaoh’s intention to rob the Israelite mothers of their children. Yet here is a mother, who under the protection of Pharaoh’s court is allowed to raise Israel’s future redeemer in the fear of the LORD.  In vs. 10a we read, “...” This wording might indicate that Jochebed cared for her son somewhat longer than only the first three years. This seems even more plausible in light of what we read in Heb. 11 about Moses making a pertinent choice for the people of Israel at the age of 40. To be able to do this the fear of the LORD must have been laid in his heart at a young age, yet this must have happened Moses being older than just three.

See there, beloved, how God was active to fulfil His plan, even at the time when the Israelites themselves might still have been wondering, where is God. Nevertheless, God was active in His typical style of working, catching the wise in their own craftiness, frustrating their plans. That’s how the LORD works throughout history, also when the great Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ came into this world and Caesar Augustus made His decree. God used this decree so that Messiah was born in Bethlehem. And when Satan thought he got it his way in winning the battle, when Christ was crucified, God made this same cross the deathblow for Satan to obtain for His people an eternal redemption.
Beloved, what a great comfort it gives to know our lives safe in the hands of this God, who in Christ is also our Father. He rules from on high. Thus, the church has future, no matter how fierce the opposition may become. We have future as long as we live by faith. Faith that clings to God’s sure promises, not passively but realizing also the responsibilities, we have in the service of God.�
That’s how Amram and Jochebed still got married, even though from a human point of view they could not expect much happiness within marriage. And that’s how they also received children from God’s fatherly hand. 
As such no startling events, yet that’s how redemption for Israel was provided: through the simple obedience of these two children of God. Yes, beloved, then we see again how through the birth of children God continues the history of the church, even though at times parents may have their worries in what kind of world their children will grow up. Through the birth of children, God will come to His redemption, ordaining Himself strength even out of the mouth of babes and nursing infant to silence the enemy and the avenger. Beloved, how great are God’s works. Let us then always be willing instruments to serve this mighty work of Him, who is also our God. Yes, may also our faith always be a living faith to the glory of God and the furtherance of His kingdom.
Living this way, gives rest and peace, even in times of distress, for then we may leave the outcome in the hands of Him to whom belongs to victory and who one day will make also us share in that great victory.

Again, beloved, how great it is to be a child of this God, this Father. With Him, we are safe always in life and if God asks it even in death, since through death He will bring us home with Him.
Amen.
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