Liturgy:

Reading : Ex. 1
Text       : Ex. 1, 7-10a
Ps.  71 : 1,2

Ps.  14 : 5

Ps.  71 : 7,10
Ps. 105 : 1,3,4,9

H.   41 : 3,4

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Chris

The Lord willing, during the coming weeks in the preaching we will focus on the first chapters of the book Exodus. This name, Exodus, refers to Israel’s going out of Egypt, about which we read in the Ch. 1 – 15 of this book. Thus properly speaking this name covers only the first part of this book. It does not cover the second part, which deals with the covenant God made with Israel at Mount Sinai. Hence, the name given to this book in the Hebrew Bible seems to be more appropriate. The Hebrew Bible calls this book after its first words, “And these are the names.”

One may wonder what the importance of this comment is. Does it really matter how this book is called? The importance, Br. & Sr., lies in the first word of this second book of the Bible, namely the word ‘and’, which in the NKJV is translated by the word ‘now’.  The first word of the book Exodus, the word ‘and’, links it with the book of Genesis. In other words, the book Exodus is a continuation of the history of God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
At the time, when God made this covenant with the patriarchs, the LORD had spoken of a great future, about a Redeemer, who would come to atone for sin, conquer death and through it bring all who would believe in Him to the marriage feast of the Lamb in the city of God. True, God had not yet said this with so many words. Nevertheless, all this was already included in the mother promise and all the other promises, God had given to the patriarchs. Already in Genesis, God revealed Himself as the God, who was on His way to Bethlehem. 
Well, in the book called Exodus we will hear more about the fulfilment of these promises. That’s why the author starts this book with the word ‘and’. With this little word, he will make us aware of the fact that the One, who in this second book of the Bible reveals Himself as I Am Who I Am, is the same God as the God of the mother promise, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who wants to continue His work among His people. 
This, Br. & Sr., is indeed the main thought of this second book of the Bible, which is written to show us God’s faithfulness towards the covenant He made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It speaks about the fulfilment of God’s promises made to the seed of the woman, whereby Pharaoh in his opposition to all this represents the seed of the serpent.�
Making a start with a series of sermons on the first part of this book, this morn​ing I proclaim you the gospel under the following heading, �

GOD REMEMBERS HIS COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
IN FULFILLING THE PROMISES HE MADE


This morning we will look at the fact that this fulfilment was

               1) a wonder from above

               2) which provoked the hatred of the evil one

               3) yet, this with the aim to enhance God’s glory

�
I
The book Exodus starts with a genealogy.  One may wonder why this is, since also vs. 7, for example, would have formed a good connection with the concluding part of the book Genesis. Yet first, the author gives the same genealogy, which we also find in Gen. 46, the chapter, which informs us about the arrival of Jacob and his descendants in the land of Egypt. Indeed Ex. 1, 1 is almost identical to Gen. 46, 8. Thus, resuming the theme of the narrative, first the author summarizes how the family of Jacob came to Egypt with 70 persons. These 70 persons all died in the land of their sojourning, where their descendants continued to live for more than 400 years. 
During this period of 400 years, this initially very small family of no more than 70 people grew in great in numbers. In vs. 7 we read, “...” This verse speaks of a miraculous growth, a real explosion of population, so to speak. The words describing this miraculous growth are piled almost the one upon the other: they were fruitful, increased abundantly, multiplied, and grew exceedingly mighty. We should not consider this piling up of words simply as a typical example of Eastern exaggeration. Especially with respect to the Word of God, we have to be very careful with statements like these, realizing that also this verse is part of God’s self-revelation, necessary for us to know – as it reads in Art. 2 BC – for God’s glory and our salvation.

This raises the question, how is God revealing Himself in this specific text. Or, to use the words of Art. 2 BC, how will God through this text motivate us to glorify Him that we might be saved? The answer to this question, Br. & Sr., is given by Scripture itself. I now think of the author of Psalm 105, who explains this piling up of words in vs. 7 as follows, “He (i.e. the LORD) increased His people greatly and made them stronger than their enemies," Psalm 105, 24. Psalm 105 thus makes clear, the abundant increase in numbers among the Israelites during those 400 years, was not simply fruit of Israel’s natural reproductive power so to speak. Instead, from beginning to end it was a wonder from above, worked by the LORD according to the promises He had made to the patriarchs. Hence, what we read here in Ex. 1, 7 cannot be explained just naturally. Instead, God Himself is at work here with power from above to bring His promises to fulfilment, bestowing His blessing upon the people, whom in sovereign grace He had chosen to be His. After all, vs. 7 does not simply speak about ‘a’ nation increasing in number. But vs. 7 speaks of the church, the de​scendants of Abraham, to whom God had promised: I will make you a great nation, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.�
Indeed, beloved, we should forget that also what we read here in Exodus 1 is part of the history of the church, which Christ is gathering from the beginning of this world to its end. The book called Exodus takes up the threads of Genesis, working them out further. That’s why this book starts with a list of Jacob’s sons, who together with their wives and children had come to Egypt: 70 persons in total. 70 people – all from the loins of Abraham, to whom God had promised that He would make his descendants as innumerable as the stars in heaven. 
God had promised this, when Abraham was already old, whilst his wife barren, and so the age for receiving children had passed by already for a long time. From a human point of view one would have said, this will never happen, this is impossible. Yet at the end of Genesis, there is a family of 70 members. God had given growth and this growth continues in the book Exodus. Growth, in which God makes His Word come true. God – who is the almighty One and for whom nothing is impossible. He will bring the final harvest home, the church, that great multitude, which no one can number. What a great comfort this is, beloved, also for us. God is in control, always. He will make His promises come true, even though at times we may wonder how this will happen.

With respect to vs. 7, Br. & Sr., there is still one other element, to which I would like to draw your attention. For, some of the words this verse remind us also of the blessing and the mandate God gave to Adam and Eve in Paradise. I think now of what we read in Gen. 1,28, “Be  fruitful and multiply; fill  the earth . . .” The earth – this is the same word, which in Ex. 1,7 is translated with ‘land’: “The land was filled with them.” In other words, even the blessing given already in Paradise is now starting to come true in the descendants of Abraham. That age old cultural mandate and the blessing already promised in Paradise – a  blessing, which Adam because of the fall into sin was no longer deserving of – yet the LORD still  keeps His promise, fulfilling it through Abraham  and his descendants, who by the Lord are made ‘heirs of  this world. It’s Abraham and his descendants, i.e. the church, through whom God is gathering to fill the earth. Here in Exodus, but also later on, to come to that multitude which no one can number to fill the new earth; a multitude from all tribes, tongues and nations, who through faith are also children of Abraham and thus may share in that same promise.�
This, beloved, applies also to us today. For the God of Exodus 1 is the same yesterday, today and forever. He is still is active, also today, to fulfil that promise once given to Abraham to come to the full number of the elect. This also means we too should long and pray for the fulfilment of this promise, for growth, as we actually do every time when we pray, “Thy kingdom come.” 
Yet, beloved, we are not only called to pray for it, but God will also use us as His instruments both through birth and the raising of children as well as through the work of evangelism and mission. We should be aware of the fact that through all these things God will come to that great multitude, of which we read in the Book of Revelation. That’s how also today God is active to gather a new mankind, a people to whom He has given the promise of life, heirs of the world. Beloved, do you still see it as a privilege each day that you too may belong to this people. A people who one day shall fill the earth as numerous as the sand is on the seashore.�
II
From the first point of the sermon we learned, Br. & sr., that by a wonder from above God gave miraculous growth to the people of Israel. Yet, next we read that this wonder worked by God provoked the hatred and enmity from the serpent and his seed, personified in the Pharaoh of Egypt. 
In vs. 8 we read, “...” As to this new king, instead of thinking of a new person, it is better to think of a new royal dynasty that had seized power. At the time of Joseph, Egypt was ruled by a foreign dy​nasty, the Hyksos, who had invaded Egypt from the East. It is not so difficult to understand that these non-Egyptian rulers showed sympathy towards a tribe also of foreign background and who together with them belonged to the Semitic race. Especially since the Egyptians themselves often rebelled against these new rulers, these Hyksos Pharaohs must have greeted with joy the strengthening of the non-Egyptian element within the country.�
At the same time, you can well imagine that the Egyptians themselves did not rest before they had thrown off this foreign yoke, by driving this Hyksos dynasty away. Well, whether the Egyptians considered the Israelites as an ally of the Hyksos or they had learned by experience how dangerous a foreign element within their country could be – whatever the reason might have been, after the Hyksos had lost their power, the course of the Egyptian politics changed drastically. Perhaps, if the Israelites had been no more than just an insignificant tribe within the country, it would not have troubled the Egyptians so much. Yet because of their abundant increase so that the land was filled with them, the Egyptians got worried. After they finally got rid of the Hyksos, they dreaded the thought of a foreign element taking power again. They had had enough of that. That’s why a plan was made to somehow get rid of this foreign element, a plan to limit their increase in number. In vs. 10 we hear the king say to his people, “...” The aim of all this was to break the power of the Israelites, spiritually, physically, but also sexually. The power of life and the remarkable fruitfulness of God’s people must be destroyed.�
This plan was made in such a way that at the same time it also served a political purpose, vs. 10b. When the Hyksos ever again would appear at Egypt’s Eastern borders to seize power, so easily the Israelites could operate as some  kind of fifth column, which would join the invading enemy or in case of defeat even leave the country, which would cause an enormous shortage on the labour market and as a result the economy would collapse. That’s why the Pharaoh submitted the Israelites to forced labour, to build store cities at the Eastern border under the supervision of what you could call an Egyptian S.S. This plan thus served a twofold purpose: it was aimed at limiting the population growth of the Israelites; at the same time, the aim also was to strengthen Egypt both economically and military, thus killing two birds with one stone.�
Yet, Br. & Sr., He who sits in heaven laughs; the God of Abraham, Isaac,  and Jacob, who more than once had promised, “I will  make you a great nation,” this great God simply laughed at these well-thought out plans of this new Pharaoh.  In vs. 12 we read, “...”  
However, not yet knowing which God they were dealing with this dread provoked only more and greater hatred. The attack to destroy this miracle from above became even more forceful and oppressive. The feeling of dread did not cause the Egyptians to leave this strange people alone. Instead, they became more ruthless in their oppression and made the Israelites’ lives even more bitter than it already was, by in​creasing the demands placed on them, both in the building and in the fields. Along with this, they mistreated and badgered them, in the hope that all this would sap and under​mine the strength of the Israelites. At the end of vs. 14 we read, the hard labour the Egyptians forced on the Israelites was accompa​nied by cruelty, “All their service in which they made them serve was with rigor.”�
Behind all this, beloved, we must see the evil one active to destroy the descendants of Abraham, the people who carried with them the promise of God, the people from whom one day the Messiah was to be borne, the Seed of the woman. In this plan of destruction we see the dragon of Rev. 12 standing before the woman who was about to give birth. That’s why in the end this plan of destruction takes on even a more cruel form to make it more effective. It becomes pure genocide when midwives are called in being ordered to kill all the male infants as soon as they are born.  
Yet, vs. 17, since these midwives feared God they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them. Instead, they saved the male chil​dren alive. When also this fails, vs. 22, Pharaoh decides to order the Egyptians to throw all newborn Israelite males into the Nile, yet every daughter you shall save alive. 
In vs. 22 it reads, “He commanded all his people.” No doubt, this includ​ed also the Israelites themselves. They too had to obey this order concerning their own children. All male infants must be thrown into the Nile in order that in the future there will be no man left. This means no longer any future for the people of God, which also meant the Messiah could not come either. And of course, this was the ultimate aim of the evil one, who in this hour used the Pharaoh of Egypt as his instrument to carry out this cunning plan.�
You can well imagine, Br. & Sr., that this order of the Pharaoh must have caused a lot of tension in many a marriage of the Israelites. They saw Satan active to destroy the church. One wonders whether in such a time it was still responsible to re​ceive children. Apparently Israelite’ husbands and wives still said  ‘yes’, for in this way the Lord wants to build His church to bring the Messiah into this world, despite all  opposition of Pharaoh. 
A positive response in a difficult time, as we see it especially in Ex. 2, the chapter on which we will focus the Lord willing next week Sunday.

A positive response – Br. & Sr., can this be said also of us. No, we don’t live in a time of persecution. Nevertheless, Satan is active also today and I’m afraid even more subtle and cunning than perhaps in days of severe persecution; subtle, for example, by getting a foothold in the church with worldly ideas about smaller families, limiting the number of births. Because of these ideas, also today there is sometimes tension between husband and wife, who struggle with the question:  is it still responsible to receive more children be​cause of this or because of that. I don’t think that I’m mistaken that with the medical advancement to do something about it, also among us this question is asked today more often than in the past. Why is this? 
From an economical point of view, perhaps we can even better afford it than our parents did. Why then still more in​clined to have less children? I’m careful in what I say, but sometimes I’m afraid that be it slowly the spirit of the times is influencing also our thinking about these things. The spirit of the times, which in Rev. 11 is described as Sodom and Egypt. Egypt that cannot stand it that the church grows. Beloved, may the Lord grant that among us faith in God’s promises prevails in the same way as it did among the Israelites during the time of their oppression in Egypt.�
True, we may also thank the Lord that comparatively the families in the church are still larger than the families in the world.  But let us also realize, Br. & Sr., that in line with what we have heard this morning, this is not first of all our doing, but God’s work among us. It’s God and He alone who in His time opens the womb so that children are born and also in this way Christ’s church is gathered and the number of the elect may become full. I realize that the Lord does so not only through birth, but also via mission and evangelism, working faith in hearts of people and in this way making them too children of Abraham.�
Yes, then we too can only marvel at God’s miraculous works that also today despite all opposition of the evil one children are born and people come to faith. This shows the Lord is indeed unconquerable in fulfilling His promises;  unconquerable also in fulfilling the promise once made to Abram that He  would become a father of a great nation as numerous as the sand, which is on the seashore and that in him all the families of the earth would be blessed. Even today, God is still active in fulfilling this promise by every birth in the church and by every unbeliever who comes to faith. 
Beloved, what great God we have. Let us never forget also to praise Him for it. Yes, then I could even phrase it this way: no matter how fierce the hatred of the evil one might become, it will only enhances God’s glory even more, as we will see in the third and last point of this morning’s sermon.�
III
From the second point of the sermon, we learned that Israel’s miraculous growth, which was a wonder, worked by God, provoked the enmity from the serpent and its seed. The powers of hell allied together against the church. When reading this, we should not forget all this only could happen with God’s active permission. Yes, it was indeed God Himself, who caused that ancient enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent to flare up. In Psalm 105, 25 we read, “God turned the heart of the Egyptians to hate His people, to deal craftily with His servants.” We should not explain this in such a way as if God was the author of this hatred. Psalm 105 says, “God turned the heart of the Egyptians,” which was an evil heart, not because God had made it evil, but it was the evil lying in man’s heart since the fall into sin. During Joseph’s days, this evil had been covered by friendliness. This too was from God for the benefit of His people. It served the cause of the church. Yet, after Joseph and his tempo​raries had died, God turned the heart of the Egyp​tians, showing what really lived in the hearts of these uncircum​cised people. God gave them the opportunity to show this at this point in history. 
Of course, this raises the question why God allowed this to happen. Was this the wrath of God upon unfaithfulness from the side of the Israelites? Ex. 1 doesn’t speak about this. There​fore we should not read this into it either. Ex. 1 points to something different, viz. to the satanic hatred provoked by God, blessing His people. 
Br.  & Sr., isn’t this the history of the church all over, right from the beginning. I think of the first pages of the Bible, where we read about creation, a creation, which radiated the glory of God. But then Satan comes to tarnish this glory trying to destroy it. Yet he does not succeed. For after Satan with his destructive power had ruined God’s wonderful creation, God comes with the gospel of the mother promise;  through His Son God starts gathering a church unto Himself, a people of His own possession. 
As from that moment on, repeatedly we see Satan attacking the church:  apostasy creeps in, whilst the true believers also meet with enmity from the side of the world. Scripture teaches that with advancing time this enmity will only grow more and more hostile and yet the victory is Christ’s. �
Well, this gives us an answer also with respect to the question why God allowed the Egyptians to oppress His people. God wanted to show the seed of the serpent how foolish they were in their opposition against the seed of the woman. That’s why in the final analysis this hatred was provoked for no other reason than to enhance God’s glory, as the continuation of the book Exodus makes it wonderfully clear. �
Br. & Sr., this is God’s way of working, throughout the history of the church, time and again making a public spectacle of all satanic power and hatred against the church. We see it, not only in the book of Exodus but also many times again later on, when Satan seems to be able to wield his power without any re​striction. But then all of sudden God will take action and show His glory in the triumph of the seed of the woman. Whoever in faith sees through these things has comfort even in times of terrible distress. The powers of darkness might be grim, and the church may sigh under it, yet Satan’s doom is sure; one little word shall fell him. 
Therefore, the church should never become obsessed by times of severe persecution. For through suffering God will bring His people to glory. And not only this, but also all opposition and hatred of the evil one is meant to enhance the glory of God. Think of Psalm 2, He who sits in heaven shall laugh; the LORD shall hold them in derision. After all, as we con​fess it with Art. 37 BC, one day the cause of the church, at present condemned as heretical and evil by many judges and civil authori​ties, will be recognized as the cause of the Son of God. “Behold, He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him,” Rev. 1, 7. In that hour, God will receive the glory due to Him even from the greatest unbeliever. Not because they still repent in that hour, but they then have to acknowledge, be it with gnashing teeth that all honour and glory belongs to God. Indeed, one day all knee, whether willingly or not, shall bow before God and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.�
Amen
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