Liturgy:

Reading : Gen. 2, 18 – 3, 7 ( + 21)
                 Rev. 7, 9-14

Text       : Deut. 22, 5

Ps.       8 : 1,3,5

Ps.     32 : 1

Ps.     45 : 5

Ps.   111 : 3,4,5 (collection song)

Hy.    52 : 1,3
Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
In connection with the text chosen for this morning’s sermon, as an introduction to the sermon, I would like to address the question, “How do we read the Bible?” What I mean is we live 2005 AD, yet the words on which we focus this morning were given to the Israelites around 1440 BC, i.e. to children of God living in a totally different time and a complete different culture than we live in today.  So how do we apply these words in today’s situation? Do we have to take them literally and so does this mean that, for example, women should not wear pants? There are more of these OT rules, which at times we may struggle with, how to apply them for today. Do we simply say, that was in time of the OT, we live in a different time, and as a result we basically can ignore these rules? But why then were they included in the Bible? So how do we go about this?
For an answer to this question, I would like to refer to Art. 25 BC. Let us take our Book of Praise and read this article together, “…” This article speaks specifically about the ceremonial laws. Next there were also civil laws. As regards these civil laws, one should consider, when Israel lived in the Promised Land, state and church were not two separate entities like today; hence, these civil laws can no longer be literally applied either, even though we can learn also from them. Final there was the moral law, as summarized in the Ten Commandments, which is still applicable also for the NT church, since they are quote extensively both by the Lord Jesus Himself as well as by the apostles in their letters. One could say that somehow our text falls within the perimeters of the moral law.

As to this moral law, many of the more detailed rules of this law were given to God’s people in those days, to keep the Israelites separated from the nations, which God would drive out before them. Upon entering the Promised Land, the Israelites had to keep themselves separated from the abominable things the Canaanites and the nations around them indulged in. Since Israel was a holy nation, chosen by God to be His, they had to keep the antithesis, of which God had already spoken straightaway after the fall into sin. This antithesis meant: there can’t be any partnership between righteousness and iniquity, between light and darkness, which had its consequences for every facet of life. This antithesis determined the way God wanted His children to live. In other words, as far as the LORD is concerned there are no neutral areas in life; no neutral areas, not even with respect to the way we dress. Also in this area we have to show that it is our desire to live for the LORD and not for ourselves. That’s the basic message of the words chosen as text for this morning’s sermon, of which I have summarized the message as follows,
THE LORD ASKS HIS CHILDREN TO LIVE HOLY

ALSO IN THE WAY THEY DRESS

God’s children are called to do so remembering
1) God gave man his clothing as a precious gift

2) to be able to live without shame;

3) whereas one day God will clothe us with the garment of glory  

I
When it comes to fashion, Br. & Sr., many people think this is just a matter of taste or simply what one feels comfortable in. Therefore it is very difficult to prescribe rules how we as Christians should be dressed. Moreover, seeing that fashion changes all the time, it’s very difficult to prescribe certain rules. These rules may apply today, but when fashion changes in a year’s time we may need different rules. After all, who stills wear what was trendy say 10 to 15 years ago? Does this now mean, we should leave the matter of fashion just to personal choice and freedom, since rules simply don’t seem to work, apart from uniforms at school or at work. Yet, who dares to prescribe what one should wear in his leisure time?
Nevertheless, Br. & Sr., one cannot ignore that there is close link between fashion and the society we live in. Therefore, looking at the morals in today’s society should make us as God’s children very alert, so that not in an uncritical way we simply follow the fashion of the day, especially when considering that in today’s climate everything seems to revolve around sex, also in the area of clothing.
Yet how to go about this? Can we prescribe rules? Also where in Scripture can we find common ground for such rules? To put it very bluntly, does God concern Himself with fashion?

In the introduction of the sermon it was already mentioned, as far as our life with the LORD is concerned there are no neutral areas, fashion included. Indeed, God is interested also in what we wear. In fact, God was the first One who fashioned man’s clothing straightaway after the fall into sin. We do well to take this into account this morning, since it may help us also in a better understanding of the rule mentioned Deut. 22, 5. So in this first point of the sermon we will turn to Gen. 3.
In Gen. 3, 7 we read, “…” Thus, the first experience of guilt was expressed in terms of an awareness of nakedness. Before the fall into sin Adam and Eve had never felt any need for covering their nakedness, neither in the presence of God, nor in the presence of each other. In Gen. 2, 25 we read, “…” Sense of shame was something that did not belong to the wonderful harmony man experienced in Paradise before the fall into sin. Only after having eaten from the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, man realized we are no longer holy. As a consequence, they also felt shame because of their nakedness. With fig leaves they tried to cover themselves, not only for each other, but most likely first and foremost to hide their nakedness from the eyes of the all-knowing God.
Today’s purpose of clothing, among others is to protect man against cold or heat. Yet Gen. 3 focuses on something else first. A deep sense of shame caused Adam and Eve to cover their nakedness, and this as I said before, first of all from the eyes of God. Shame rose as a wall between them and holy God.  In addition, this shame also shattered the intimacy of their marriage. From now on this shame would also obstruct the relationship among men in general. Hence covering is needed. In case man tries to ignore this, it only arouses sinful desires.

Man thus made fig leaves for himself to cover his nakedness. Yet in Gen. 3, 21 we read, God clothed man with tunics of skin. So, even though man did not deserve it, God himself came to the help of man to cover his nakedness in a better way than man could do this himself. Thus also clothing is a gift of God. Even in this area man was unable to redeem himself. 

As to Gen. 3, 21, I would like to highlight still another aspect. Of course, we don’t know how God made these tunics of skin. God could have made them by His creative word, like He did with all of creation. Yet more likely it involved the killing of an animal, suggesting a sacrifice for sin. Taking this line, the gospel proclaimed here becomes even richer. As I mentioned it already, man cannot redeem himself, not even in this area either, blood is to be shed. This ultimately points to Christ, who totally bereft of clothes, completely naked, shed His blood on the cross, so that our nakedness could be covered, in particular the nakedness of sin and shame.
Clothing thus is a precious gift of God. God Himself fashioned man’s first clothing. With this gift, God laid a foundation for all relationships among men. Where this gift of clothing is thrown away – we clearly see this in today’s society – the foundations of society are destroyed. Life ends up in moral decay. 
As children of God we should deal very carefully also with this precious gift, since in light of Gen. 3, 21, even our clothing points to our redemption in Christ. To Christians, therefore, fashion can never be a neutral matter. Since God Himself gave man his clothing, as God’s children we should ask ourselves the question – for example when we go shopping for new clothes – how will I use this gift of God to His glory, for my own well-being, as well as for the well-being of my neighbour. That’s living our faith in very practical way, when fitting that new skirt, or buying another T shirt. Fashion is not neutral, Scripture gives us even guidelines to help us, which brings us to Deut. 22, 5.
II
In Deut. 22, 5 we read, “…” Perhaps it happens more often that a woman wears something pertaining to a man than that a man would put on a woman’s garment. Females may do so to assert influence, or in other cases they want to be regarded as emancipated. For a man this is different. Nevertheless the LORD also says here, a man shall not put on a woman’s garment. Why? Also, how are we to apply these words for today? Does Deut. 22, 5 under all circumstances forbid females to wear pants, for example? Especially in very orthodox circles, often these words are explained this way. Yet, Br. & Sr. we must be careful here, lest we just pick a text without looking at its context and background, and then say, “See, that’s what Scripture teaches!”  Such use of Scripture we call Biblicism, which is very dangerous. When reading Scripture we should always do justice to the context of a certain text, as well as to Scripture as a whole. That’s why this morning we want to place also  Deut. 22, 5 in a much broader context, by pointing first of all to what Scripture says about clothing in general.
Yet the question still remains how to explain this particular verse. Some commentaries say this verse relates to certain pagan customs as they were practiced by the Egyptians and the Syrians in those days, whereby during religious parades and when sacrifices were brought, men dressed themselves as women and women as men, which often ended up in all kind of sexual sins.

Yet we can also think of the following. It is known that in the Ancient East no strange man was allowed to enter the tent of a woman, neither was a strange woman allowed to enter the tent of a man. Yet sometimes it happened that adulterous men, disguising themselves as females tried to enter the tent of a woman unnoticeably. The same could be done by an adulterous woman to enter the tent of a man, and this with the intend purpose to have sexual intercourse with a person to whom one was not married. An allusion to this sin we find in Job 24, 15 - 17, “…”  Thus in those days, the adulterous man availed himself of a woman’s veil to sneak into a woman’s tent unnoticeable and this with the aim to commit sin; in other words playing a sinful game with the difference between male and female as God had given it with creation. 
Being set apart by God as a holy nation, the Israelites are warned here not to act likewise, but to respect this distinction set by God. The same rule God had given with respect to the distinction between species, forbidding bestiality, Ex. 22, 19, “…” The Israelites were not even allowed to mate different animals, Lev. 19, 19.  In addition, in vs. 10 of Deut. 22 we read, “…’ The reason for this rule may be the impracticality both of making a donkey pull an ox’s load and of making an ox go at the faster donkey’s pace. Yet we should also think here of the contrast between clean animals (the ox) and unclean (the donkey).  That’s how in 2 Cor. 6, 14, the apostle Paul uses this text, as scriptural ground that God’s children should not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. God hates impurity and all that is connected with it; hence also the rule in Deut. 22, 5. God doesn’t want His children to play a sinful game with being created either male or female. Such, we read, is an abomination to the LORD. This word points to something detestable. In Scripture this word is often used with respect to something that totally opposes the revealed will of the LORD. From Deut. 22, 5 we learn this can happen even in the way we dress.
How no are we to apply this word to today’s situation? From the first point of the sermon we already learned, even fashion is not a neutral matter. Yet how now are we to fill this in more specifically. Taking into account what we confess in Art. 25 BC, namely that the NT church still may learn from these OT rules, as far as the words of Deut. 22, 5 are concerned, the LORD teaches us here that we must live holy also in the way we dress. We are to dress ourselves as Christians. Our desire to serve the LORD with our whole heart should be reflected also in the way we dress.
I realize, we can’t prescribe exact rules for one another what to wear. Yet this should not cause us in response to say, here we should leave each other completely free. After all, the heart is what counts. This argument is often used when the matter of clothing is addressed. We should not judge a person by his outward appearance, more important is what lives in the heart. Isn’t this what the LORD said to Samuel when he had to anoint as king one of the sons of Jesse, I Sam. 16, 6 + 7, “…” (Explain!)

Yet, beloved, does this text really say that outward appearance does not count. I don’t think we can use a text like this to defend an ungodly way of dress. I Sam. 16, 7 teaches God does not evaluate us totally on outward appearance. Thankfully God looks further and deeper than we can look. But this does not mean that outward appearance does not matter. Again we should not quote a text like this completely out of context.
The way one dresses surely says something also about what lives in his heart, it reveals certain feelings, a frame of mind. Somewhere I read the following, “As a PA system speaker only amplifies what is being played in the tape deck, so our dress only amplifies our inner heart. We need to present a distinctive look to amplify our faith.” 
In many places Scripture teaches modesty. Let us look at a couple of examples. First, 1 Tim. 2, 9 + 10, “…” In a similar way the apostle Peter writes 1 Peter 3, 3 + 4, “…” The key idea of modesty is that we should not lend ourselves to show off our clothing or costly array, instead as God’s children we should be distinguished by a proper Christ like spirit. Women of the world often spend much finance on exterior aids to beautify, not only by clothing but also by all kind of make-up. Yet God wants His children to focus on their spirit, where true attraction takes places

Next to modesty Scripture also focuses on distinction, which brings us back to our text. The unisex styles of today’s society are an abomination to God. It’s a perverse hostility to God’s creation order. Men and women are different, both physically and emotionally by creation. God has placed certain social methods into place to maintain this difference. This doesn’t mean that females under no circumstances are allowed to wear pants. The lesson we should learn from Deut 22, 5 is that the way we dress should never be sexually provoking by drawing distinct attention to the more private parts of our body. We are a people holy to the LORD. This should determine also the way we dress. Let us consider this, old and young alike, when we go shopping for clothing. Yes, then we should all examine ourselves, asking ourselves this question, “Do I also in the way I dress show that I want to serve the LORD or  do my clothing bear testimony that I want to be one with the world?” Yes, then out of thankfulness to be a child of God we make sure that our clothing does not become an abomination in the eyes of the LORD, instead then also in the way we dress we want to make sure that it reflects that we are covenant children.
It’s here that for a moment I would like to draw attention to verse 12 of Deut. 22, where we read, “…” A Similar command we find in Num. 15, 37 – 40, “…” The Israelites thus had to wear tassels. These were some twisted strands fastened to their clothing, so that looking at these strands they would remember to obey God’s commandments. It was a covenantal way of dress, the Mosaic fashion. Also from this OT rule we may learn that God’s children should have their own standard of dress, distinct from the world. I realize tastes differ and fashion changes, yet what not changes is the command of the LORD to live holy before Him, also in the way we dress.
As to the way we dress, I also would like to make some comments about the Sunday, when we come to church to worship God. This worship can be characterized as a meeting between God and His people. Well, the importance of this meeting should be reflected also in the way we dress. We meet in the presence of holy God. Do we think about this when we get dressed on Sunday morning, or are we only concerned about what feels good, or how hot it can be in church?

As to the world, it’s quite remarkable that special events require a prescribed standard of dress. For example, meeting the queen one would not get away with what people sometimes wear to church. Another example, when students at TAFE receive an award and have to attend an awards evening, proper attire is required. As to males, it often requires a suit with tire.

In contrast, sometimes it seems on Sunday anything will do. Yet Sunday is a festive day, which should be reflected also in the way we dress: festive clothing in all modesty to the glory of the LORD. I also think of Holy Supper, which is a foretaste of the marriage feast of the Lamb. Does our clothing reflect this when we sit at the table?

Again, then we cannot dictate each other what exactly to wear. Yet the point is, when worshiping do we realize that we meet in the presence of holy God. When realizing this, beloved, do you really think God is not interested in what we wear, as long as the heart is okay? Yet if our heart is really full of a desire to serve the LORD according to His Word, will this not be reflected also in the way we dress?

As parents we have a duty here also towards our children to teach them about the holiness of God. For if as parents we can’t be bothered about wearing neat clothing to church, what can we expect from our children?

III
From the sermon thus far we learned, that fashion is surely not a neutral area. Even the way we dress has everything to do with our faith. Although Scripture does not say exactly how we ought to be dressed, it certainly gives us specific rules we should work with.

This morning we started with Gen. 3, where we read that even our clothing came as a gift from God. In doing so, God covered man’s nakedness, thus laying the foundation for inter human relationships after the fall into sin, at the same time also protecting man against the sinful inclinations of his evil heart. We see these inclinations come to the fore, especially when man throws off his clothing. Next, clothing also was given to protect man against the cold or the heat. Thirdly, clothing is also given to man to adorn himself. In itself there is nothing wrong with this, as long as it is done in modesty and holiness. Clothing can be very beautiful, especially festive clothing.

Yet even the most beautiful clothing fades away in comparison with God’s own work. I think here of a word spoken by the Lord Jesus, namely that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of the lilies of the field. Thus also as far as our clothing is concerned, we only can expect greater glory, when Christ returns and we will enter the glory of the new earth.
Of course, we have to be careful here. For the question could be raised, will we still wear clothing on the new earth, or is clothing no longer necessary there, since on the new earth we will no longer suffer from any shame?

When reading the last book of the Bible, it speaks about the bride being clothed with fine linen bright and pure. In Rev. 7 this morning we read about a great multitude clothed with white robes. In His letter to the church in Sardis the glorified Christ writes, Rev. 3, 4 + 5, “…” This clearly refers to garments of glory, which will be handed out to those who on this earth have lived holy before the LORD. Is this supposed to be merely symbolic? Or is it maybe also possible, since on Calvary Christ was stripped from all His clothing, we will never again appear naked in the sight of God, not even on the new earth, where we will wear permanently garments washed in the blood of Christ, purely white. Paradise restored, even in greater glory!
Beloved, on our way to that glorious future, let us serve God in holiness, also in the way we dress, and this not as a burden, but joyfully. Then as far as Deut. 22, 5 is concerned, we will not wear any clothing that draws attention to our sexuality in a provoking way. After all, we should not fuel man’s sinful passions, but rather control them. Also as far as our clothing is concerned, we can use it to God’s glory or misuse it to satisfy our own desires. 

This brings us to the final question, and let us all, young and old alike, examine ourselves on this score. Are we truly thankful for being redeemed, truly thankful that – even though we do not deserve this either – out of mere grace we may belong to Christ? If so, let us remember this, also the next time we enter a clothing shop. Also then, remember who we are: children of God, who have been set apart. 
Amen.
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