Liturgy:
Reading: Mt. 11, 20 – 30

Text      : CoD III/IV, 7

Ps.   84 :  1,2

Ps.   84 : 3

Ps. 131 : 1,2

Hy.  60 : 2,3,4

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Five weeks ago, in the preaching we dealt with the Articles 4 – 6 of Ch. III/IV of the Canons of Dort. The main message of these articles was in order to be regenerated by the Holy Spirit sinners are in need of the gospel, since man from himself cannot come to any saving knowledge of God, nor can the law of God do so. Only the gospel that speaks of the Messiah can give this saving knowledge. Hence, to be saved sinners are in need of the gospel. 
This gospel, however, has never been revealed to all men, neither at the time of the OT nor at the time of the NT. True, after Pentecost the gospel went out to all nations, in accordance with the great commission the Lord Jesus Himself gave before He entered into heaven. This great recommission is recorded in Mat. 28, 19 + 20,  where the risen Saviour gives the following command to his NT church, “…” Because of this command, throughout the ages churches always have seen it as their task to do mission work. As a result, today there are only very few nations that have not received the gospel in some form or another. However, this does not mean that all those who have heard the gospel also have been instructed in the full truth of the gospel. In addition, even today, there are s many people still being unfamiliar with the Bible, even within our own country. One can say there is no need for that. Yet at the same time, one cannot deny the fact as such: some hear about the gospel, others not. Why is this? 
Well, it is this particular question, which is addressed in Art. 7 of Ch. III/IV of the Canons of Dort, “Why is the gospel sent to some and not to others?” According to the Arminians the reason for this is, Ch. I, Error 9, “…” (Page 544 BoP) Yet, beloved, this is not what Scripture teaches. For example, why did God set his heart on Israel and not on some other nation? In Deut, 7, 7 + 8a it reads, “…” I also think of the section from the gospel according to Matthew we read this afternoon. The reason that the Lord Jesus preached the gospel in the cities of Galilee and why He did so many signs and wonders there was surely not because these people were more willing to listen to the gospel than others. It was rather the opposite, as the Lord Jesus states it in Mat. 11, 21, “…” 
So, on what basis, then, does God send the gospel to some and not to others? The answer to this question is: the reason for this choice of God lies not in man but in God Himself, who – as we learned it already from Ch. I, 3 – mercifully sends the heralds of the gospel to whom He will and when He wills. A clear example of this we see in Acts 16, 7 – 9, “…” That’s how God in His sovereign pleasure made sure that the gospel came also to the European continent, from Greece to Rome and from there on also further to the West, the lowlands, where many of our roots lie. Yes, it’s because of God’s sovereign pleasure only that the gospel came also to our forefathers and through them to us. This is not because we are any better, but indeed because of grace alone. 
Beloved, this is the message, which is at the heart of Art. 7 of Ch. III/IV of the Canons of Dort. I have summarized this message as follows,
THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION IN JESUS CHRIST

IS PROCLAIMED SELECTIVELY

This is done

1) According to God’s sovereign good pleasure

2) So that it may be acknowledged with a humble and grateful heart

I
In accordance with the testimony of Scripture, we learned already from Ch. I, 3 of the Canons of Dort throughout the ages the call to salvation in Jesus Christ came only to those whom God according to the sovereign good pleasure of His will sent the heralds of this gospel. According to this sovereign good pleasure, God sent these heralds to some and not to others. 
With respect to this particular point, Ch. III/IV Art. 7 first mentions what happened during the time of the OT. Also during this time, initially God revealed Himself to all nations, i.e. until Gen. 11, where after God continued with Abram, allowing the nations to walk in their own ways (Acts 14, 16), declaring His words to Jacob, Psalm 147, 19. God did so to bring the Messiah into this world, in and through whom – as He had declared it already to Abraham – God would once again bless all the nations of the world. That’s why – as a sign – at Pentecost the confusion of the languages, which started in Gen. 11, came to an end, when in Jerusalem devout Jews from all over the then-known world could once again hear the gospel each in their own language. 
That’s how after Pentecost once again the gospel went out into the world indiscriminately from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria to the end of the earth, Acts 1, 8. Through His blood Christ brought down the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile, preaching peace to those who were far off and to those who were near, both having access by one Spirit to the Father, Eph. 2, 14 + 18. In Col. 3, 11 the apostle Paul writes, “In Christ there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.”
Wonderful news, indeed, and yet even after Pentecost this great news of salvation in Christ still does not come to everyone, as Christ speaks about it also in the passage of Scripture we read this afternoon, in particular in vs. 25 of Mat. 11, where we read the following, “…”  Considering these words in a bit more detail, first I like to draw attention to what the Lord Jesus is referring to when He speaks about ‘these things’ hidden from the wise and prudent, yet revealed to babes. The words ‘these things’ refer to the mystery of the gospel, revealed in and through Christ. In and through!

First in Christ, since many of the things, which were still hidden in the OT, came to full clarity with the coming of Christ. It’s not for nothing that the period of the OT is often referred to as the ministry of shadows. Christ was present also at that time. However, He was present at a distance so to speak, in the sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law that pointed to Him and in the prophecies that spoke of Him.
  
To make this clear with an example, I read somewhere,
 it’s like a child that knows it gets a present. It even knows where Mum has hidden it. Yet the packet it still wrapped, even though the size of it reveals something. There is a certain tension: what will it be? When will the time come that I can unwrap it and see it? Well, somehow that’s how it was with the mystery of the gospel during the time of the OT. Who would come to unwrap it, to make it fully clear. The answer given in vs. 27 reads, this would be done by the One to whom it had been delivered by the Father Himself. Hence, it is not only in Christ that the mystery of the gospel was revealed, but also through Christ.  

During His ministry on earth, people indeed did realize that Jesus’ preaching differed from what they had heard until now. I think here of what the evangelist Matthew writes after his record of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, Mat. 7, 28 + 29, “…”  Jesus’ preaching  differed from what they had heard until now. And this should be no surprise, for here spoke the Word that had become flesh, who was in the bosom of the Father, 
 who has heard from the Father Himself.
That’s why Christ came: to reveal the mystery of the gospel, hidden for many ages, but now clearly spoken of to everyone who wanted to listen to it. Indeed, the gospel is proclaimed indiscriminately, as it is stated also by the Canons of Dort, Ch. II, 5, “…” The gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ is not proclaimed just to a select group of people, but to all who want to hear it. This was already the case when Christ Himself proclaimed the gospel. He did not reveal the mystery of it only to His apostles in an inner room, so to speak very secretively. Instead, He spoke open about in many a synagogue, as He was travelling along the Sea of Galilee, and in many other places, wherever people drew near to Him. The mystery of the OT was revealed: I am He, of whom the OT prophecies spoke, the Lamb that has come to be slaughtered for your sins; no longer hidden in shadows, but openly proclaimed.
In Mat. 11, 25 the Lord Jesus thanks His heavenly Father for this. Yet I like to note that this prayer of thanksgiving happens at a very crucial time during Jesus’ ministry on earth. At that time, the Lord had done already many signs, through which many believed in Him. Yet others fiercely opposed Him, cities in which He had preached the gospel: Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, concerning which the Lord Jesus says in the passage we read this afternoon, if the mighty things that were done in your cities had been done in Tyre and Sidon or in Sodom, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. Cities, in which the eyes of the blind had been opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped, and lame walked again, and yet it had not brought them to faith. Basically, what they said was, thanks, but no thanks. They had turned their back upon Christ.

Well, it is at that time, Mat. 11, 25, that the Lord Jesus thanks His heavenly Father publicly, “…” People turn their back upon the gospel and yet the Lord Jesus finds rest in this. This is written down, beloved, also as a remarkable example for us to find rest is God’s sovereign pleasure, rest also with respect to the outcome of the preaching of the gospel, in a similar way as our forefathers expressed it in Art. 7 of Ch. III/IV of the Canons of Dort.
Still staying with Mat. 11. 25, the next question I would like to address is to whom is the Lord Jesus referring when on the one hand He speaks about the wise and prudent, from whom these things are hidden, and on the other hand about babes to whom they have been revealed? How is this to reconcile with a statement, which I made before, that the gospel was preached indiscriminately also by the Lord Jesus Himself. It was proclaimed to everyone who wanted to listen to it both to rich and noble as well as to mothers with children. It came to tax collectors and gentiles as well as to Pharisees and scribes. Also, from all sides there were people who accepted the gospel in true faith: Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea as well as the Samaritan woman. In Mat. 11, 28 Christ says, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden.”
Considering this, it’s not right to say that the wise and the prudent are the Pharisees and scribes, who had turned their back upon Jesus. It’s much broader. The Lord Jesus is referring here in general to people with a lot of knowledge, wise in the eyes of men: intelligible, philosophers, leaders; people to whom God has given much wisdom in understanding the things of this world be it in the field of science, medicine, or others. Yet concerning ‘these things’ (vs. 25), i.e. wsith respect to the mystery of the gospel, insight was and is lacking. Plato, one of the great philosophers of all times did not find the gospel. Confucius taught the Chinese a way to life, but the true way to life remained unknown to him. That way can be opened only in and through Christ. The mystery of the gospel hidden, yet not in such a way that man has to make an effort to discover it with whatever light of nature is still left in him, as the Arminians taught it. Instead, it’s revealed to those who in true humbleness of heart want to submit themselves to Christ. He came to proclaim this gospel in all its riches. He embodied this gospel in His own person, saying here it is for you, for nothing. No effort from our side was needed, neither physically or mentally to clear the way to this gospel, only an open hand to receive it like a child.
See, beloved, that’s at the heart of Mat. 11, 25. The gospel of Jesus Christ and Him crucified – as the apostle Paul writes it in 1 Cor. 1, 23 + 24,“to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” Throughout history, many a philosopher has come up with a way to find peace, to find rest in life. However, what has hidden to the wise and prudent was revealed in the streets of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum to ordinary people, to mothers with children: Immanuel – God with us! That’s what the Lord Jesus thanks His heavenly Father for, that this mystery hidden for ages, and to which no person no matter how wise could ever have found the way, was now revealed to everyone who wanted to hear it and accept it in childlike faith. It was revealed to the wise and prudent in no other way than to babes. When it comes to faith in Jesus Christ, there is no difference between the wise and the handicapped, the rich and the poor. As it reads in Ch. III/IV, 7 of the Canons of Dort, it’s simply a matter of accepting it with a humble and grateful heart. 
That’s how it seemed good, says Christ in the sight of God, His heavenly Father, vs. 26. Art. 7 formulates the truth of this verse as follows, “The cause of this very distribution of the gospel is not ascribed to the worthiness of one people above another, nor to the better use of the light of nature, but to the sovereign good pleasure and undeserved love  of God.” Hence, we should not try inquisitively to find answers why the gospel is sent to some and not to others, but simply accept God’s wisdom in hiding it from the wise and prudent and revealing it to babes according to the sovereign good pleasure of His will. As I read it somewhere, at times we may struggle with questions like these, the same questions as we may have them also when it comes to election and reprobation: why the one and not the other. Yet instead of continuing to struggle with these questions, let us learn from Christ, who in Mat. 11, 25 in face of fierce opposition to the gospel thanked God, submitting to Father’s will. 
Following that example, in childlike faith without asking all kind of inquisitive questions, we simply should accept that God is never unjust in the way, He executes His plan of redemption. In addition, it also makes one wonder the more at the miracle, “Lord, who am I that I may share in these riches, totally undeserved. Hence, O Lord, give me a humble and grateful heart in submitting myself to Thy sovereign will. This brings me to the second point of this afternoon’s sermon.
II
The concluding line of Art. 7 says that by no means we should inquisitively pry into the things God has hidden from us. Instead, having been granted so great a grace, beyond and contrary to all we deserve, we ought to acknowledge God’s sovereign pleasure with a humble and grateful heart. In addition, even though at present we cannot understand all these things, the why’s and wherefores – we can be sure, when the dust is all cleared, and all of the facts are known before God’s throne, we will see how righteous and just God has been in all His ways and works. In that hour – on the last day of history – all creation will acknowledge this and praise God for it.
As for today, let us thank God with a grateful and humble heart that the gospel has been proclaimed also to us. We are so used to going to church and to hearing the gospel each Sunday, that the aspect of marvelling at all this can easily fade away. In a similar way as it faded away among the citizens in Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. Somewhere I read, today the gospel of Christ has become so common, that everyone can set his teeth in it and comment on it in whatever critical way he wants. Today, many a modern theologian considers the Bible as a human testimony about what people at that time thought about God. The result is that the Bible becomes a subject of discussion and interpretation, without any amazement at the great news revealed in the Bible: peace and salvation for sinner lost in guilt. This clearly shows that the truth of Mat. 11 still applies also for today. It’s hidden from the wise and prudent, but revealed to babes. It’s revealed to those, who, with all the knowledge we have in today’s society in the area of science and geology, still want to accept the Bible as the Word God fully from Gen. 1 to Rev. 22, without inquisitively wanting an answer to every question we may have, but who instead submit to it in childlike faith.
In Mat. 11, 27 we hear Jesus saying the following, “…” Christ who was in the bosom of the father has revealed to us the riches of the gospel. He did so as none else could do it, since He and the Father are one. Hence, there is indeed no other way to the Father than through Christ, and therefore also only to whom the Son will to reveal it. 
This brings us back to the subject matter of Art. 7.  The fact that the gospel is proclaimed selectively, that is proclaimed to some and not to others, happens according to God’s sovereign good pleasure. At the same time, however, when looking at Mat. 11, 25 – 27, we see that God’s divine sovereignty and man’s human responsibility meet in Jesus Christ. 
When it comes to questions of election and divine sovereignty, Jesus gives the wonderful answer by saying, “Come to me and trust in Me! Then you will find rest, true rest. That’s what also the Canons of Dort mean when they speak about acknowledgement with a humble and grateful heart, i.e. a humble and grateful acknowledgment of the miracle of God’s grace revealed to us sinners. 
The Father sent His Son to become a man. He walked among us, the Word who became flesh, yet who was in the bosom of the Father, so that through Him we may know the Father and have access to the Father. Therefore, Christ says, Mat. 11, 28 – 30, “…”
Beloved, this is a genuine invitation to every sinner. “Come to Me…” That’s what Christ says also to you and me, this afternoon. Come to Me, and I will give you rest. This rest, beloved, is the rest of faith, whereby with a humble and grateful heart we lay our weak lives in God’s almighty hands. Not always receiving answer to every question we may have, but by trusting God that He is just in all His will and way and that all His works His steadfast love portray. Only by living in this confidence, we will find rest, true rest in Jesus Christ. Hence, come to Me, says Christ.

What a glorious gospel, this is beloved; no less glorious than 2000 years ago when our Lord walked through the streets of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. It’s still the same gospel, which still asks for the same humble and grateful response: in childlike faith entrusting your life to this Saviour. So having heard this gospel again, is this indeed the response you will give?
Amen.

� See Answer 19, HC


� J. VanBruggen, “Het verborgen evangelie”, De Reformatie, Vol. 65, page 76 (Schooldag toespraak. For this article I have used more material for this sermon. 


� John 1, 14 + 18





Page 1 of 10

