Liturgy:
Reading : Ez. 16, 1 – 14
                 Rev. 19, 6 - 10

Text       : CoD II, 8 + 9

Ps.       9 : 1,5,6

Ps.     19 : 6

Ps.     22 : 4 (after baptism)

Ps.   138 : 4

Hy.    52 : 1,2,3

Hy.    40 : 1,3,4

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

A fortnight ago, when dealing with the articles 5 – 7 of Ch. II of the Canons of Dort, we heard though not being imputed to everyone Christ atonement for sin must still be proclaimed to everyone. It must be proclaimed universally and without discrimination to all people and all men, yet with the command to repent and believe. We learned that in this way God fulfils His plan of election, saying to us: preach the gospel! Let the message be heard that Christ died for sinners. Let it be heard that there is healing for broken lives, healing for whoever as a sinner in faith renders himself completely to Christ as Saviour. Come to the waters, the living water for the thirsty soul. Come, repent, and believe! This message has to go out into this world far and wide on the mission fields, but equally close by in our own neighbourhood. People have to hear it, for this is the way in which God will bring the final harvest home. 

This morning, dealing with the articles 8 + 9 of Ch. II of the Canons of Dort, we will focus on the fact that as the gospel goes out, in harvesting God will indeed bring to repentance effectually all those whom from eternity He has chosen in Christ. All these chosen ones will indeed be unfailing saved, as we read it in Art. 8.
In Romans 8, Paul writes, vs. 30, “…” In line with these words of Scripture, in Article 8 we read, Christ will guard the elect faithfully to the end and at last present them to Himself in splendour without spot or wrinkle. These last words are quoted from Eph. 5, 27, where the church is spoken about, the church founded on the blood of Christ, as we read it in Art. 9. It is to the members of this church, which – LD 21 HC – the Son of God out of the whole human race, from the beginning of the world to its end, gathers, defends, and preserves for Himself – to the members of this church Christ indeed gives a perfect redemption, and this on this basis of the blood He shed on Calvary. It is this blood only, which gives us the firm assurance that one day we will arrive home safely; home, i.e. where Christ already is today. One day – as it reads in the Form for Baptism – when finally we will be presented without blemish among the assembly of God’s elect in life eternal. That’s the gospel I may preach to you this morning, which I have summarized as follows,
CHRIST’S DEATH ASSURES US OF A PERFECT REDEMPTION

We will look at

1) The firm foundation on which this assurances is based
2) The rich comfort we may derive from this assurance
I
Beloved, just imagine the following scenario. It’s your wedding day, the day you have been looking forward to for a long time. You have been saving up for it to make it as glorious a day as possible. In addition, also a lot of planning went into it: the ceremony, the photo session, the party and so on. Finally, you wake up to the big day, the day you hope you may remember for a long time together with the one whom you dearly love with all your heart. Yet when you arrive at the church, the bride does not turn up… Broken-hearted you world falls to pieces.
In Ch. II, Art. 9 of the Canons of Dort we also read about a bridegroom and a bride. The bride is the church. The bridegroom is Christ, who laid down His life for the church, the bride, whom He bought with His own precious blood. That was on Calvary 2000 years ago. However, what will happen when this bride is no longer interested in the Bridegroom, and so on the final day of history, when the Marriage Feast of the Lamb will be celebrated, there is no bride.
According to the Arminians in theory this would be possible, since according to them Christ only shed His blood universally for everyone to give people an opportunity to be saved; an opportunity to which man with his own free will can say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  Hence, in theory it could indeed be possible that everyone would say, “Not for me!” As a result the Bridegroom would end up without bride. That’s what the teaching of the free will of man ultimately means. A horrible thought!
The articles 8 + 9 of Ch. II of the Canons of Dort, however, teach this will never happen. The church will be there. God’s plan will be fulfilled, even though the gates of hell try to frustrate it. Yet it will be in vain. This is the rich comfort we receive when opening Scripture, which speaks almost on every page of the Bible of God’s eternal love for the elect, i.e. that love by which God chose also you and me to be His, and this, beloved, whilst we were totally undeserving of it.

To show you how underserving we were of this love, for a moment let us focus on one of the passage we read this morning, a section taken from the prophecies of Ezekiel, Ch. 16, 1 – 14. This passage speaks about God’s love for Israel, a love beyond human comprehension. This becomes clear when we look at the image in which Israel is pictured as a foundling, i.e. as an unwanted child, rejected by his mother, abandoned before even being washed, loathed on the day it was born. It’s a beginning no one would like to draw attention to, when this was you, nothing to be proud off. 
And yet, beloved this is our history. It pictures our roots, which makes clear that as church, as church members we have nothing to boast off. We were dead in ourselves. We would have died since no one was paying any attention to this abandoned infant. We would have died, if God had not been moved with pity. 
That’s the first part of Ez. 16. It’s a section of Scripture that puts a deathblow to all Arminian teaching, i.e.to  all teaching of man having a free will, still being able to do something from himself. This child couldn’t. It was doomed to death. It shows, beloved, that the existence of the church is from beginning to end God’s work and God’s work alone.
Ez. 16 tells us when God saw this thrown away child, loathed by everyone, struggling in his own blood, He did not pass by without paying any attention. Instead He picked it up this little child stained by blood, crying for help. He cared for it in love and this not – as I read it somewhere – to let it grow up and have it as a female slave in his household. Instead when this child grew up, when it matured and became a very beautiful girl and finally the time of love came – we read in Ez. 16 – God spread His wing over her and entered into a covenant with her. You became Mine, says the LORD God, Ez. 16, 8. Next we read in the verses10 and following how God adorned this girl with beautiful clothes, with gold and silver. See there, God’s love for this abandoned child, the church chosen by God to be His bride.
You would think that this girl, having been shown so much love would be very thankful. Yet the continuation of Ez. 16 tells us that despite all this love bestowed upon her, she played the harlot. It’s language similar to what we also read in the prophecies of Hosea. I think now in particular of Hosea 2, where we read that Israel credited all the LORD’s gifts, the wealth of the land of Canaan, to the Canaanite God of fertility, Baal. It was no longer appreciative of God’s love for her. Instead, Israel went after other gods, other lovers. 
Humanly speaking that would be the end of any loving relationship. Which husband would continue to extend his love to a wife who became so unfaithful and this not just once, but time and time again. Yet what do we read in Hosea 2, God still wants to make a new start. See there, beloved, how great God’s love towards us sinners is. 

When drawing the line now through to the NT, we read what precious price had to be paid for this, since God’s mercy does not undo His justice and so the sins had to be paid for, which was done by Christ, who came from heaven – Hymn 40 – to seek this runaway bride. With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died, to make her holy again and to present her to God – back to the Canons of Dort – in splendour without spot or wrinkle. Again, this clearly shows when on the final day of history the church will still be there, we have nothing to boast off. It’s all God’s work. No matter how much Satan will try to thwart all this by luring the bride away from the bridegroom, yet God’s plan will be fulfilled. The elect will come home safely. 
Despite all unfaithfulness of the church throughout the ages, by schism rent asunder, by heresies distressed, nevertheless one day the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. When the marriage feast of the Lamb has come, the bride will be there, arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, Rev. 19, and this only because of Christ’s death, which is the firm foundation on which this assurance is based.
When opening Scripture and drawing the line from the OT to the NT, it’s so clear, beloved, that indeed all honour must go to God alone. There is nothing we can boast off, and yet despite this clear teaching of Scripture, highlighting man’s total inability and depravity, the Arminian teaching regarding a free will of man is still very strong, even today. 

They reason as follows. If Christ came for all, if He died for all, if His work is meant for all, how come all are not saved? The answer of the Armenians is some sinners simply don’t allow God and Christ to save them. However, beloved, just think about what this means. If we say some sinners will not allow God and Christ to save them, in actual terms it means Almighty God is thwarted by sinners. God is no longer sovereign. He is not in control. He is not in charge – rather sinful man is. If we say some sinners will not allow God and Christ to save them, then we are saying that Christ’s death is not sufficient to overcome sins. It also means God’s grace is no longer invincible. Instead, if man wants he came oppose it. With it also the strong basis on which the assurance of our salvation rests is gone. For today I may feel it, but tomorrow it might be gone. So where does this leave us.
Let’s us go back to the Biblical point of view. It’s true Christ died only for the elect. Art. 8 states, “It was the most free counsel of God of God the Father, that the life-giving and saving effectiveness of the most precious death of His son should extent to all the elect.” In other words, in His sovereignty God not only chose those whom He wanted to save, but also infallibly caused them to be saved. Those whom God had chosen to receive this grace might occasionally rebel and resist this grace (hence it’s better to speak about invincible grace than irresistible grace, for at times even the elect do resist), yet they will not able to thwart God’s plan to bring this redemption to fruition in their life. Thus God remains sovereign, in control, in charge. His plan cannot be thwarted by sinful men and hard hearts. 
This biblical viewpoint, Br. & Sr., is of infinite comfort. After all, if salvation were ever up to us and the state of our hearts, we could never be sure of it. Some days our heart might accept salvation, whilst other days we might resist the will of God. Hence, we are much better off with God being in control. We are much better off with Christ’s perfect sacrifice than with our sinful heart determining the effectiveness of His suffering and death. This is what also the Canons of Dort say in Art. 8, stating the following: the sovereignty of God and the sufficiency of Christ’s death guarantee to us as believers a full and complete salvation. There is no partial redemption, no incomplete deliverance. Instead, it reads, it was God’s will “that Christ through the blood of the cross… should effectively redeem from every people, tribe, and nation, and tongue all those, and those only, who from eternity were chosen to salvation and were given Him by the Father. God further willed that Christ should give them faith... that He should cleanse them by His blood from all their sin… and that He should guard them faithfully to the end and at last present them to Himself in splendour without any spot or wrinkle.”
Thus our entire salvation from the very beginning that God chose us in Christ to the finally homecoming at the marriage feast of the Lamb – our entire salvation is thus completely embedded and secured by God’s sovereignty and the sufficiency of Christ’s death. Concerning the elect, God not only predestined them says Paul in Romans 8, but He also called them effectually, giving them faith, cleansing them, preserving them and finally also glorifying them. We call this the golden chain of salvation with starts with God and ends with God. Soli Deo Gloria – all honour to God alone! There is nothing that we can boast off. Hence, it’s secure and not depending on man’s free will. When it comes to the salvation of His elect, nothing can prevent God, in Christ, from accomplishing His purposes.
Note the words “in Christ”, since the sacrifice of Christ’s life is the only secure foundation on which the assurance of our complete redemption rests. I like to refer here to John 10, where the Lord Jesus speaks about Himself as the Good Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep. Hence they are His, bought with the price of His precious blood. Because these sheep are bought with such a precious price, Christ will make sure – as He says it Himself in that same chapter – that no one will snatch them out of His hand. I will give them eternal life, says Christ in John 10, 28, and they shall never perish. The sheep are dear to Christ. Thus we may warm ourselves in His love, knowing Christ will defend and preserve us in the redemption He obtained for us.
In this context I would like to make also the following comment, namely that Christ did not shed His blood just for individual sheep, but for the flock as a whole. I like to stress this in particular over against the evangelical movement, which puts a lot of emphasis on the personal relationship the believer should have with Christ. I don’t deny this as such, but it often goes at the expense of the biblical concept concerning the church. As long as you love Christ, it doesn’t matter where you go to church. Your personal relationship with Christ, that’s what counts. Again, this is contrary to what we read in John 10. I think of what it says in vs. 16 of this chapter, “…” In a similar way Christ prayed in His high priestly prayer, on the eve of His death on the cross, John 17, 20 + 21, “…” I also think of the words of Hymn 40, where we, singing about the church, the bride, for whom Christ shed His blood, also confess, vs. 2, of this hymn, “…” The comfort of all this is, we don’t travel nor have to struggle on our own, we live within a communion of saints. Because of our common bond with Christ we also have a bond with one another. Together we listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd. Together we want to obey this voice. That’s how the Lord wants to guide us towards the green pastures and still waters of Psalm 23.
Staying with John 10 for a moment, in this chapter we also read that Christ, as the Good Shepherd knows His sheep. This means, beloved, Christ knows the kind of person you are. He knows your circumstances, and He will suit His grace to meet the very kind of person you are. By way of example, if you are bad-tempered, He will have a special way of dealing with you to suit that need with respect to your salvation. Others might be easily tempted by certain sinful desires. Again, Christ as the Good Shepherd will deal in his particular way also with those sheep to bring them too safely home. Yes, when in firm faith we cling to Christ no power will be able to separate us from His love. 
Beloved, what a great comfort this is in a world where Satan prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he can devour. Satan is out there to lure God’s children away, attracting them with enticing slogans. And at times so easily we fall for it as adults and youngsters alike. Yes, indeed let us not only look at the young people, but start with examining ourselves. Do we as parents live our faith, so that our children can see our love for the LORD on a daily basis? Do we truly radiate the joy of being saved by grace, each anew? Or when sitting around the family table do we easily criticize others, without looking into the mirror first, to see how much we personally need God’s grace as well.
Concerning the youngsters in the church, Satan is indeed very active and at times it may seem that he is indeed able to snatch away some of the lambs of the flock, children of God, baptised here in front of the church, at times young members who full of enthusiasm confessed their faith, but who strayed away from the church, following the lusts of their own sinful flesh.
Was Satan able to snatch these lambs out of Christ’s hands? Many a parent who has a child that no longer goes to church struggles with this difficult question, to which I don’t have a clear-cut answer this morning. Yet the promise of John 10 stands and to that promise parents may cling, as long as we live in today’s grace. For those prodigals are still God’s children to whom God gave promises, and therefore there is always a way back. God is a God full of mercy. 
Here indeed lies great comfort, even though at times we often feel helpless. Yet, beloved, God is never helpless, not even in cases where we at times are inclined to give up hope. Don’t do this? In John 10 we read, the Good Shepherd died so that His sheep might live. He laid down His life for the flock. And so, where we no longer can reach our children, He still can. We can’t give our children faith. Yet Christ through His Spirit can. His love goes out also to those lost sheep. He let His body be nailed on the cross also for them. He gave His life for us and our children. That’s the promise parents may plead with.

No, this promise does not mean that our children will always walk in the ways of the Lord. When they grow up they also have their own responsibility to make the right choices. Yet as long as there is life and we live in today’s grace, there is hope. Then we may fold our hands, day and night, to lay the names of our children in the hands of this Shepherd, praying,

“Lord, we often feel so helpless. Lord, we raised our children with many sins and weaknesses. Yet they are still Thine, O Lord, and therefore wilt Thou keep them safe.
Loving Shepherd, ever near, teach Thy lambs Thy voice to hear.
Suffer not their steps to stray, from the straight and narrow way.”
See there, beloved, how Christ will indeed make sure that no one for whom He shed His precious blood will be snatched out of His hands, no matter how much Satan tries. As our eternal King Christ will indeed defend and preserve us in the redemption He obtained for us.
The Remonstrants denied all this. They taught that it was man’s own decision to share in the salvation Christ acquired for us. According to the teaching of the Remonstrants, Christ only acquired salvation, man by his own free will could say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to it. 
I read out to you Error 1, page 548 BoP, “…” In the refutation of this error reference is made to the prophecies of Isaiah, to that wonderful Ch. 53, which speaks in such a beautiful way about Christ’s sacrifice for us and in our place. But then at the end of this chapter we also read, Is. 53, 10, “…” After all, beloved, who would make such a precious payment for something which in the end he still would not receive? This would be unthinkable. Hence, Christ will bring safely home, all those whom the Father has given Him from eternity. This will happen, despite the gates of hell trying to frustrate it. It will be in vain, we read in Art. 9. In Art. 27 BC we read that this holy church – holy, i.e. set apart by Christ to be dedicated to God – this holy church will be preserved by God against the fury of the whole world.

Because of this fury of the world, the history of the church is often written in blood. Art. 27 refers to the perilous reign of King Ahab, during which time it almost seemed as if the church had become extinct, and yet there were still 7000 people who had not bowed their knees to Baal. God preserved His church also in those days as He will do today, since Christ is an eternal King who cannot be without subjects. Again then also today the church may go through perilous times. Perilous in various ways, as Christ Himself also spoke about this in Mat. 24. Speaking about the signs of the times and the end of the age He also mentions in vs. 24 of this chapter, “…” If possible... yet Christ will make sure that this will not happen, since no one will be able to snatch out of His hands those sheep for whom he shed His precious blood. God will bring the final harvest home. The concluding sentence of Art. 9 states this clearly, “…”
The scenario with we pictured at the beginning of the sermon will not happen. The Bride will be there without any doubt singing her praises on the heavenly Bridegroom, who will take her with Him to live with Him forever in a life no longer broken sin: Bridegroom and Bride together home forever.
This is your and my future, beloved, secured by Christ’s death on the cross. You never have to doubt this gospel as it has been proclaimed to you this morning again. Embrace it in humbleness, bringing glory to God, who is the One who also worked faith in our hearts, faith by which through power from above, we are able to persevere to the very end. Even though at times mid troubles sore our spirit may falter, and angry foes our soul alarm. Yet despite all this,

“God will finish perfectly what He for us has undertaken.

His works in mercy wrought will never come to nought or be forsaken.”
LORD, then we can only marvel at such a glorious gospel and thank Thee for it, Our Rock and Our Redeemer.

Amen.
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