Liturgy:

Reading : Amos 1 : 1 - 2 : 16

Text : Amos 2 : 6-16

Ps.  97 : 1, 5

Ps.  78 : 3
Ps.  67 : 2,3
Hy. 10 : 1,8,10
Ps. 99 : 1,2,3

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

The two chapters of the prophecies of Amos, we read this morning, are not particular cheerful, but rather somber instead. Eight times we read, “Thus says the LORD …” What follows is the one judgment after the other. Time and again, the refrain is, “I will not turn away its punishment,” and this not only with respect to the Gentile nations, but also with respect to Judah and Israel. As regards Judah, we read, Ch. 2, 5, “…” In a similar way we read about God’s judgment upon Israel, the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes, Ch. 2, 13-16.

When reading these two chapters, one wonders, “Where is the gospel here?” After all, isn’t that what should be preached on Sunday: the good news of salvation, glad tidings? However, there are any hard glad tidings in these two chapters, instead it’s all judgment. Could the minister not have chosen text that is a bit more cheerful?
As regards our personal Bible reading as well as with respect to the Bible reading at the family table, at times we may be inclined to skip these somber passages, focusing rather on something else. Especially many modern Christians no longer want to hear about God’s judgment. The word ‘hell’ has been scrapped from many a Christian dictionary. After all, God is love and this is the message which also a minister should preach.

Yet, beloved, when we open our Bible, it also speaks about God’s judgments. We cannot ignore this. True, God is love, but just because God is love, He cannot leave it unpunished when this love is despised and rejected. God does not tolerate this.

Well, in particular in the judgment upon Israel, it is this offended love, which is highlighted. In the verses 10 + 11 of Ch. 2, the LORD reminds His people of what He has done for them. Yet – so the LORD says – you despised this love. Therefore, I will not turn away your punishment.
As I mentioned it also last week in a first sermon on the Book of Amos, all this is written down for our instruction. Through prophecies like these, we are warned not to offend God’s love in a similar way as His people of old. Let us be thankful for this and take this message to heart, when this morning we will focus in particular on the proclamation of God’s judgment upon the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes. I have summarized the messages of this passage as follows, 

THE LORD PROCLAIMS JUDGMENT UPON ISRAEL
He does so by pointing
1) His people to their sins

2) to the love they have offended

3) and the punishment they will receive because of it
 I 
When speaking about God’s judgments, beloved, often our thoughts straight away go in the direction of the world. One day God will judge this godless world, and this is indeed true. Yet God’s wrath upon this world also functions as a warning for the church. This becomes quite evident from the portion of Scripture on which we will focus this morning.
The LORD roars from Zion, He utters His voice from Jerusalem. These words are pointing God’s people who served the idols in Bethel and Dan to the true place of worship service. God’s people living in the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes refused to go to Jerusalem. They thought this was not necessary. The LORD could be served also elsewhere. What’s wrong with Bethel and Dan? Yet the LORD condemns it as a self-willed service, by which the people actually had turned their back upon God. However, God from His side had not yet turned His back upon them. In powerful language, He addresses them by the mouth of His prophet Amos. 

On behalf of His heavenly Sender Amos rings the alarm. Amos sees a dreadful thunderstorm approaching, of which one can already hear the rumblings in the distance. That’s how we have to read chapter 1 + 2. The proclamation of God’s judgment starts with Damascus, a nation still far away towards the North East. Yet Gaza and Tyre are already somewhat closer. Next, Edom, Ammon and Moab follow. The roaring noise of God’s thunder becomes louder and louder, it rises to a roar, and then all of sudden the lightning strikes, the fire of God’s wrath, not only upon the surrounding nations, but also upon Judah and Israel. It started far away. So to speak, God was sending out warning signals to give His people still time to repent.
In Ch. 1, we read Amos prophesied two years before the earthquake. God still gave time to repent. Yet God’s patience is not endless. His wrath was kindled, and if there was no repentance, exile was imminent. Amos speaks of this exile in the latter part of His prophecies. The people simply laughed all this away, in a similar way as the people did at the time that Noah was building the ark. Exile – what is this prophet talking about? We prosper, we are a nation to be reckoned with, nothing to fear! Yet beloved it was only 30 years later that Israel was carried captive to Assyria. This clearly shows we have to take God’s Word serious.
We too live before the earthquake – two years, ten years, twenty years, we don’t know. The LORD still gives time for repentance. Speaking about the coming day of the LORD, the apostle Peter points to God’s longsuffering.
 Yet this day will come. Beloved, let us too, therefore, make the most of the time, doing away with sins we until now found so difficult to give up. 
Or do you perhaps think that in your life there are not of these things, of those little idols we try to hold on to? We better examine ourselves, and make short shrift with those little idols.

On behalf of the LORD Amos had to ring the alarm, whereby the proclamation of God’s judgment upon the surrounding nations function as a warning for the church, both for Israel and Judah. Yes, first we hear the proclamation of God’s judgment upon the nations, who also have kindled God’s wrath. The war crimes of the nations surrounding Israel are exposed. The kings and rulers of these nations are wielding their power, yet they are not allowed to do so ruthlessly without any compassion. Scripture clearly teaches that even in times of war not everything is allowed. Because of sin, battles are fought today as well as in Amos’ day. Yet God asks fairness even in times of war, fairness towards His creation as well as towards His creatures living in the midst of His creation. 
Scripture doesn’t teach pacifism. The hard reality is we no longer live in Paradise. Yet if you let people have it their way, the most perverse things will happen. We see this even today. Hence, we too have tribunals for war crimes. At times, forceful action might be necessary. Yet it should never be in conflict with Jesus’ word that we must love even our enemies. In other words, we are never allowed to take the law into our own hands. Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.
 The LORD doesn’t want this world to end up in anarchy and chaos. Evil has to be punished. Well, that’s why the LORD proclaims His judgment also upon the heathen nations, and – as I said before – in this the church receives a warning, from which God’s people could learn what was coming, when there is no repentance.
The proclamation of God’s judgment starts with Damascus, but continuing reading Amos 1 + 2, so to speak we see the net closing in. The thunder of God’s judgment comes closer and closer. If only God’s people would heed those warning signs. 
Beloved, the same applies to us, for also today – when we look at what is going on in the world, in the society we live in there are many warning signs. Think of the tsunami of half a year ago. As time passes by, we are inclined to forget about. Life carries on as before, undisturbed so to speak. There was another warning last week, with bombs going of in London. Yet what we do learn from it? Are we following the news, we daily are confronted indeed with the Bible open, interpreting the signs of the time in a Scriptural way. For they function as a warning also today, not with the aim to make us scared, but to flee to the LORD, to shelter with Him.
Amos had to pronounce God’s imminent judgment upon Israel. However, in Israel the people could say, “What do you want to tell us, look at your own country? Are things so much better there?” It is for this reason that in this series of prophecies Judah is not kept out of harm’s way either. Together with Israel Judah formed God’s chosen nation. Judah was the tribe from which the Messiah was to be born. Yet the luster of God’s covenant had grown dark also in Judah. In Ch. 2, 4b we read that they too had despised the law of God and did not keep God’s commandments. Therefore the LORD will not spare Judah either. Yet – so Amos says – this does give you, O Israel, no excuse, rather take it as a warning. For when there is no repentance God’s judgment will come irrevocably. “Thus says the Lord, ‘For three transgressions . . . and for four, I will not turn away (the) punishment.” The Lord will no longer tolerate the sins found among you. 
Br. & Sr. the temptation always is to look at others. We are very good in seeing what others do wrong. Around us, we see many cruel things, people at times treating each other in a terrible way: war crimes, or on a lesser scale the crime within society, which no doubt we all condemn: terrible! But when we look in the mirror, how do we treat people, for instance that brother or sister in the congregation with a difficult character, or that person we really dislike. Also, as far as our promises towards each other concerned, do we always keep them? Or, when it becomes a bit difficult, we conveniently forget about them? Do we indeed always seek the well-being of our neighbour without any selfish ambition or conceit? Are we willing to reconcile with each other, or do we keep harboring grudges? And so I could mention more. Beloved, we all know that this is not what our life should be, but what do we do about?
Then we can easily say that was terrible, the sins going on among God’s people in Amos’ day. We read about judges who were willing to convict the innocent under payment of a bribe, Ch. 2, 6b + 7a, “…” In vs. 7b we read about uncontrolled sexual passions, “…,” and this for Israel as a holy nation! But again, beloved, this is written as a warning for us to whom the LORD says it also today, “Be holy in all your conduct!”

See, beloved, that’s how we should read passages like these, remembering how much love the LORD has bestowed also upon us. Amos, on behalf of the LORD, calls this love of God to mind, the verses 9 and following, where the LORD sums up what He had done for Israel. However, by their sins the Israelites had offended this love of God in a terrible way. 

II 
Offended love – this is indeed what we read about in vs. 9, where the LORD by the mouth of His prophet Amos reminds the Israelites of the love shown to them in the past. At present, you live your wealthy life with hardly any regard for My commandments. However, have you forgotten that I gave you this land, says the LORD, by destroying those Canaanites of whom you were so afraid, “whose height was like the height of the cedars and he was as strong as the oaks.  These words serve as a reminder of the report of the 12 spies, 10 of whom said, “We will never be able to conquer this land.” Yet the LORD reminds the Israelites of what He did, vs. 9b, “…” This is a poetic description of the complete destruction of the land of Canaan. Have you already forgotten this, O Israel?
Moreover, vs. 10, “…” In this verse, the LORD goes back one-step further in history. The land the LORD had sworn to give them, He had given them by redeeming from their slavery in Egypt and by leading them through the desert into a land flowing with milk and honey. Thus by reminding Israel of His faithfulness the LORD presses His case against their unfaithfulness.

The LORD also reminds them of the fact that He raised up from among them prophets and Nazirites. Prophets in order that God’s Word would be made known, and Nazirites, i.e. people who gave themselves totally to the service of the LORD. Yet the Israelites had refused to listen to the spiritual leaders God had given them. They had thrown their instructions to the winds. The redemption from Egypt, the destruction of the godless Canaanites, the gift of prophets and Nazirites – it all spoke of God’s sovereign love for Israel, of His care, His redemption, the salvation granted to them. 

Br. & Sr, for a moment I like to draw here the line through to the NT. The gifts God gave to His people in the OT ultimately foreshadowed the salvation God has given in the work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who at Calvary redeemed God’s people from sin once for all. He also obtained for us the Spirit of life, through whom we may dedicate our life to the Lord as a sacrifice of thankfulness. In all this, God has shown His sovereign love also towards us. Yes, how wondrous are the deeds of the LORD, who also has preserved His church in this redemption throughout the ages.

True, then church history too points to many a deformation, to times of unfaithfulness among God’s people, times that God’s commandments were trampled under feet, times that there was but little eye for the communion of saints. As such, nothing different in comparison with the day of Amos. 
Yet the LORD also gave reformation, the one after the other, in the 16th century, the 17th, 19th and 20th century. This shows the importance of church history, lest we forget God’s blessings. Beloved, let us open our eyes for it, also today for what the Lord has given us as Free Reformed Churches here in Australia. The churches could grow. We may provide our children with an education in line with the teaching of the Church – underserved blessings, indeed. 

However, what if we start to take all these things for granted, if we no longer see God’s sovereign love in all these things? What, if in name we still do the right thing, but meanwhile our heart goes out to the pleasures of this world? Br. & Sr., let it never come that far that it can be said also of us that we have offended God’s love, so richly shown also to us. Instead, let us take the warning of this morning’s text to heart and work with it.

God is long-suffering, which means He has a lot of patience with us sinful children of His, but this morning text also shows that God’s long-suffering is not endless. "Thus says the LORD, ‘For three transgressions . . . and for four, I will not turn away (the) punishment.’” When the measure of the iniquity has become full, God will come with His righteous judgment. Well, as regards Israel this measure had become full indeed.
Some of the sins committed in those days I already highlighted. The list goes on in vs. 12, where we read, “…” Nazirites were not allowed to drink wine, as a sign that their whole life belonged to the LORD. No artificial inspiration was to stir them up to action, but another Spirit had to come and to fill them completely, i.e. the Spirit of God who made these Nazirites dedicate themselves to the LORD. This office of Nazirite – in  the OT an exception and temporary – is what today in the NT era our life in the service of the Lord is all about, viz., what it says in Romans 12, that we must “present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God.” Or to say it with the words of the Form for Public Profession of faith, “that we firmly resolve to commit our whole life to the Lord’s service as a living member of His church.” Take my life, and let it be, O Lord, consecrated to Thee.
In Amos’ day this consecration, this life devotion to the Lord was no longer existent. God’s people prevented the Nazirites from being Nazirites, in other words they obstructed the reformation and renewal of life. They quenched the work of the Spirit. The enjoyment of the wealth and the pleasures of this world made them hostile towards the enjoyment from above provided by God. This also came out in the second point mentioned in vs. 12, viz. that they commanded the prophets, “Do not prophesy.” This means they no longer wanted to hear God’s Word, which again was a quenching of the work of the Spirit. Why did they do this? Well, no doubt these prophets pointed them to their sins and asked them to repent. However, such a message causes unease in life, it disturbs the peace, it upsets life and therefore it is better to ask them to shut their mouth. 
Beloved, isn’t that what often happens when children of God go astray. When the office bearers come to admonish them, they will not listen or they sent them away, because it upsets their life.Well, that’s what also happened in the day of Amos. The prophets were prevented from speaking the Word of God. What the people around Israel missed out on: divine revelation, Israel willfully rejected. Well, if that is the case, then God’s judgment is indeed imminent, can no longer be deferred. Therefore, “thus says the LORD, ‘For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment.’”
III
As to God’s punishment with respect to the other nations, repeatedly the refrain was that the LORD would send fire to devour its palaces, a short announcement of the punishment to come: fire – as a general description of God’s judgment. Yet God’s judgment upon Israel is described in more detail. The Israelites had rejected God’s Word: prophets were no longer allowed to prophesy; they also hated those lives, which completely dedicated to the LORD: Nazirites were prevented from being Nazirites. Well, the Lord gives them a punishment that befits these sins, vss. 13 and following.

Vs. 13 is not very easy to understand. If you look up the various translations you will see the differences. The reason is that the original Hebrew is not exactly clear. Vs. 13 compares God’s judgment with what a cart full of sheaves does. However, what this cart exactly does is not precisely clear. The best choice is, either to assume that the freighted cart has a crushing effect on anything under it, or to hold that the verb pictures the wheels of this cart splitting open the earth under its wobbly, pressing load. Anyway, what the image wants to make clear is, whatever riches the Israelites trusted in will be taken away from them in one way or an other. God’s long-suffering has ended. He has marked Israel as His enemy. Neither strength, vs. 14, speed or weaponry, vs. 15, nor courage, vs. 16 will make a difference. There will be no escape says the LORD.

Our text thus ends with a graphic picture of God’s judgment. When reading this, it makes one shudder. Yet, beloved, this is not written down to make us scared, since even in our text God still speaks to us in love. This love was offended by Israel. We heard about this and also what the consequences were. Well, beloved, shouldn’t this cause us to indeed love the Lord with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength. No, not out of fear for God’s judgment, for then it would become very depressing in the church. In I John 4, 18 it reads, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”
It is not God’s judgment we should fear, but what we should fear is to fall short in love towards God, who in His love has given also us so much. Well, beloved, this love asks for love in return. Never quench the work of the Spirit within you. Do not despise prophecies, but absorb God’s Word with eagerness, every Sunday again when it is preached to you, here in the church. In addition, be not only hearers of God’s Word, but also doers, i.e. take the message home and work with it. Daily live from the riches you have received in Christ. How great these riches are. To quote our text, “Is it not so, O you children of Israel?” Is it not so, members of Christ’s congregation here in West Kelmscott, that the Lord indeed has richly blessed you? Render then also your life to the Lord and this in everything, showing Him your thankfulness with your entire life.
Amen.
� 2 Peter 3, 9


� Romans 12, 19


� 





PAGE  
12

