Liturgy:

Reading : 1 Sam. 2, 11 – 36 

Text       : 1 Sam. 2, 27 – 36 

Ps.   100 : 1,2,3,4

Ps.     78 : 3

Ps.   105 : 3 (after baptism)

Ps.     19 : 6

Ps.  132 : 7,9,10 (collection song)

Ps.  111 : 3,5

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

This morning in the series on the beginning of the first book of Samuel, we will deal once more with the second chapter of this book, in particular the concluding part of this chapter. What strikes in this second chapter is the great contrast between the beginning and the end of this chapter. It starts with a wonderful song of praise, in which God is glorified for His redemptive work. However, then it all changes, when we read about the corrupt and crooked life of Eli’s two sons, who were supposed to serve the LORD in holiness at the sanctuary in Shiloh. Instead of serving the LORD in godliness, their life was full of ungodliness, so much so that – as we read it in vs. 17 – the people started to despise the offering of the LORD. 

To understand the full extent of this comment, it should be noted that in Israel the sacrificial offerings served as visible teaching regarding the perfect sacrifice, which in time to come would be brought to actually atone for the sins of the people. To say it even more specifically, the sacrificial service in the OT served as visible teaching of the coming Christ. Yet in Shiloh there was not much left of this teaching, the priests lived for themselves instead of living for the LORD and this had a detrimental effect on God’s people as a whole. Yet – and here comes the miracle again – despite this ungodliness going on at the sanctuary in Shiloh, in sovereign grace – after all, Israel as a nation still was the people of God’s own possession – that’s why in sovereign grace, God sets Himself to work to bring about reformation.

God would work this reformation not only in opening the way to the theocratic kingship in Israel, but also via reformation of the priesthood. Thus, beloved, we should see God at work, when amidst all this corruption Samuel grows up not at all being affected by it; a young boy who sincerely wants to serve the LORD and who despite all the ungodliness by which he was surrounded grew in stature and in favor both with the LORD and men, vs. 26. 
In the concluding verses of this chapter we read that in due time the LORD would come with His judgment upon the unfaithful priesthood. In her song of praise, Hannah had sung, “The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken in pieces. From heaven He will thunder against them.”
 Well, the concluding verses of 1 Sam 2 speak about this thunder of the LORD. God will come to execute judgment. Yet, as so often also now in wrath, God also remembers mercy. God remembers mercy also in this judgment, when He promises, vs. 35, “…” Thus through judgment God works for reformation, to keep the way open for the Anointed King, about whom Hannah had sung in her song of praise. In doing so, God remains faithful towards the promises given to His people. It’s this faithfulness of God, which I would like to highlight in this morning’s sermon, even when our attention is asked also for God’s judgment.
I proclaim to you the Word of God under the following heading,

THE LORD, AS THE GOD OF REDEMPTION,

DECLARES

HIS JUDGMENT UPON THE UNFAITHFUL PRIESTHOOD 

AT THE TABERNACLE IN SHILOH

We will see that this judgment

1) Was inevitable because of the festering deformation

2) Was necessary to bring about reformation

I
The text chosen for this morning’s sermon informs us, Br. & Sr., that on a certain day a man of God came to Eli to tell him what was about to happen to him and his house. This prophet, whose name we do not know, says to Eli that because of the sins found in his house, the LORD would come with His judgment. This prophet also informs Eli what this judgment would be, namely that the LORD would take away from Eli’s family the honour of serving as priest, also in the generations to come, and this despite the fact that God had promised to Aaron and his sons, the priesthood shall be yours for a perpetual statute, Ex. 29, 9. This prophet is even reminding Eli of this, vss. 27 + 28, “…”  This prophet speaks about the house of your father, i.e. the house of Aaron, since Eli was of the line of Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron. And so the promise of Ex. 29, 9 was also for Eli and his house: you and your sons… 
Yet, beloved, the concluding part of 1 Sam 2 shows that God’s promises are not fulfilled just automatically. They are only fulfilled when God’s children obey the LORD in thankfulness for what He has given. Yet this sincere obedience was clearly lacking at God’s house in Shiloh, where Eli’s sons served as priests. That’s why God’s judgment had indeed become inevitable.
Using the word inevitable, for a moment I like to pay attention to verse 25, where it reads, Hophni and Phinehas did not heed the voice of their father, because the LORD wanted to kill them. You could interpret these words as follows, being reprobated by the LORD the destiny of Eli’s sons was settled anyway. However, we should note that in view of the sinfulness of these two sons, without showing any sign of repentance, this was written afterwards. Hophni and Phinehas too were children of God, grafted into the covenant by the sign of circumcision. Yet they couldn’t care less. That’s the point here. We should never use the doctrine of election as reprobation as some kind of fate, whereby our life has already been decided beforehand. So what can do? Beloved, it’s never like this. In the covenant relationship we have with God, God always addresses us as responsible creature and thus Hophni and Phinehas too were responsible for their own sins. Vs. 30 makes this quite clear, where the LORD through the mouth of this prophet says to Eli, “…”
Well, Hophni and Phinehas indeed despised the LORD, as becomes clear from the verses 12 – 17 of this chapter as well as from vs. 22. In. vs. 12 we read, “…” The latter part of this verse means, they had no regard for the LORD. They just pleased themselves. They couldn’t be bothered about what the LORD had commanded. No doubt, they knew since they had been brought up in it when they were still young. Yet when they became older, they just went their own way, taking advantage of the office of priest, yet meanwhile they blatantly disobeyed the LORD. They laughed at the rights of the LORD, simply taking for themselves from the meat that was offered as much as they could get.
What was at stake here? Let me try to explain it as follows. Also in the OT, the LORD had made provisions so that – to say it in NT terms –His servants could live from the gospel. After the sacrifice had been brought on the altar, the best part of the meat left was for the priest and his family. In this way, the LORD Himself cared for His servants. Yet the sons of Eli didn’t want to be cared for this way. They just took for themselves what they wanted, and if it was not given willingly by the person who brought the sacrifice, they even took it from him with force, even if it was part that was meant for the LORD, for example the fat. 
I think here of what the LORD had prescribed in Lev. 7, 22 – 25, “…” The function of this law was to indicate in a most tangible way the nature of holiness: on the one hand, the holiness of God, to whom this portion of the sacrifice was to be exclusively dedicated; and, on the other hand, the separation of the covenant people to the LORD sealed by obedience to the Word of God. One can understand that because of all this – the leaders of God’s people showing no respect for the LORD’s service whatsoever – one can understand that because of this God’s people started to treat the offering of the LORD with contempt, vs. 17. It led to decline of spiritual life in the church. The right view on God’s redemptive work as the LORD wanted to make this visible through the sacrificial service in His sanctuary – the right view on this sacrificial service got lost in the process, due to the sins of the priest. In the place where God wanted to show His people the powers of life, now the power of death was reigning. I base this conclusion on vs. 12, where it reads, “The sons of Eli were corrupt.”  In other translations it reads, they were ‘worthless men’. However, in the Hebrew original the word translated in the NKJV with ‘corrupt’ literally reads, they were ‘sons of Belial’. Yet as the apostle Paul later on writes it in 2 Cor. 6, “What accord has Christ with Belial…what agreement has the temple of God with idols?”
 As far as the sanctuary in Shiloh was concerned, the sacrifices no longer foreshadowed the coming of Christ, instead the priests used these sacrifices as a means for own advantage. And if this was not bad enough, like the idols priests, they too slept with women who assembled at the door of the tent of meeting, vs. 22, thus acting in the same way as the priests of Baal. In nutshell, God’s sanctuary in Shiloh had basically become an idol temple, since the whole sacrificial service there had become completely canaanized.
One may wonder, what about Eli, didn’t he do anything about all this. We read Eli indeed did rebuke his sons, yet they ignored him completely. Beloved, how often does this not happen with wayward children. We tell them what they are doing is wrong, but they simply go their own way. So why does the LORD proclaim such a harsh judgment also on Eli. The point is that Eli did not come any further than simply expressing his displeasure. He did not take any disciplinary action. Eli’s sons being unfaithful in the office of priest were to be removed from their office. Yet Eli doesn’t take any action in this area. That’s why this man of God says to Eli that he honors his sons more than the LORD.
Again, beloved, then the contrast is striking about what we read about Hophni and Phinehas on the one side and Samuel on the other side. Three persons, all living under the same roof, yet what a difference. Samuel, still in training, lives close to the LORD. Yet those who had already entered into the office had no regard for the LORD whatsoever. This surely must have caused a lot of tension at times.

Samuel is in training under Eli’s supervision. You wonder how this will go. Yet the LORD takes care that Samuel stays close to Him, despite the environment he grows up in. Indeed, we should see the LORD at work here. After all, it’s only by God’s grace that Samuel received understanding in what was right and what was wrong. It was but God’s grace only that worked in him the desire to serve the LORD sincerely. Also Samuel had nothing to boast off. This becomes clear many years later, when history seems to repeat itself. I now think of what we read in 1 Sam. 8, 1 + 2, “…”  All this must have cause a lot of grief to Samuel and his wife. Yet as regards Samuel, he did more than just saying, “You should not do this, my sons!”  Instead, with the help of the LORD he took action. There lies the difference between Eli and Samuel.
All this is written down for our instruction and also as a warning for us.  I Sam. 2 shows us what will happen when we keep silence at a time that discipline should be exercised. It shows what will happen when parents for the sake of peace within the family honor their children above the LORD. Of course, it’s much more easy to keep silence. You prevent a lot of friction and trouble. Yet, beloved, we should never forget that our children are covenant children, entrusted to us by the LORD. This means we are to care for them on the LORD’s behalf. Moreover, according to LD 12, we too together with our children are priests in the LORD’s service. Thus, we too together with our children are called to live holy before the LORD. As parents, we have the task to point our children to this high calling and in case they do not want to live accordingly, we should not hesitate to discipline them. 
I realize this is no guarantee that our children indeed will walk in the ways of the LORD. As parents, we cannot make our children serve the LORD. If only we could, but we can’t. Yet we should never tolerate that our children speak in a despising way about the LORD and His service. We should never acquiesce in this, but always keep warning our children, even when they have moved out and start living their own life. Even then, we should still use the opportunities, whenever they arise, praying that in today’s grace these children may turn back to the LORD.
This morning we could witness the baptism of a covenant child. At the same time, we had to announce the withdrawal of a covenant child. Because of this, there will be mixed feelings, as it often happens in a worship service: joy in the LORD and at same time sadness or even feelings of guilt. Whenever parents, with children not walking in the ways of the LORD, witness a baptism or a profession of faith, they often feel guilt. What went wrong, perhaps we should have done this or that in a different way. Others may wonder how we can help these struggling parents. For a start, I think, it’s important not to judge, but to leave matters to the LORD and let us pray together with these parents that the LORD may bring these wayward children of His back, like Zwanette and others. Let us never underestimate the power of prayer, let alone that we would look down upon such parents. After all, it’s only by God’s grace, when our children serve the LORD. Parents are only instruments in this process. However, then we should also make sure that by power from above we all may fulfill our task as parents faithfully to God’s glory and the spiritual wellbeing of the children God has entrusted to us. If we do this, we may leave the outcome in Father’s hand, knowing that the seed we have sown will always stay there, even when it comes to true fruition only after a period away from the church. Let us fervently plead with God, that He will still work this fruition, also in those who from among us have wandered away, by bringing them back into His fold.
A moment ago, I mentioned that as parents we should not keep silence just for the sake of peace. We are not allowed to do so as parents, but not as church either. Discipline must be exercised also in the church. Office bearers have to be faithful in their office, otherwise church members will be led astray. The reality of this we see around us in many denominations, where discipline is no longer exercised. This may happen out of love, but in the meantime it does not show real love. The text chosen for this morning’s sermon clearly shows that a church, which refuses to combat the destructive powers of deformation will sooner or later face God’s judgment inevitably.
Let us go back to the text now, where we read about God’s judgment upon the house of Eli. Considering that to Aaron and his house God had promised a perpetual priesthood, this judgment is indeed very severe, now a certain offshoot of Aaron house will be cut off from this priesthood, due to unfaithfulness in the office, which the LORD abhors. In the verses 31 + 32, we hear the following judgment, “…” Thus, the priesthood would be taken away from the line of Eli. This would start with the death of Eli’s two sons, still in the prime of their life. But also later on, death would strike time and again. In vs. 33 we read, in case one of Eli’s house still would live long, it would only be with grief in his heart. Eli himself did die old, but what a grief, not only about his sons, but also when the ark is taken captive. Afterwards the ark never returned to Shiloh. Even worse, later on in Scripture Shiloh is even no longer mentioned as a sanctuary. It was replaced by Nob, where Ahimelech, a great-grandson of Eli, served as priest. In 1 Sam 22, we read that King Saul killed Ahimelech and all the priests in Nob. Only Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech escaped. He becomes priest under King David. Yet when King Solomon came to the throne, Abiathar supported the rebellion of one of David’s other’s son. Therefore King Solomon expelled him from the priesthood, and then we read in 1 King 2, 27, where this is recorded, in this was fulfilled the word of the LORD, which He spoke concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.
See there, beloved, what happened to the unfaithful priesthood. Because of the festering deformation at God’s house in Shiloh, God’s judgment had to come inevitably. In the second point of the sermon, we will now pay attention to the fact that all this was also necessary to bring about redemption.

II
The text chosen for this morning’s sermon, Br. & Sr., informs us about God’s judgment upon the house of Eli. However, it’s not only judgment what we read in this passage. In vs. 35, the LORD promises, “…” Thus in the judgment upon Eli’s house, the LORD also clears the way for reformation: God will raise a faithful priest. Thus, the LORD Himself will take care of the holiness of His house and also that faithful servants will serve there. This, beloved, is a rich comfort for the church throughout the ages, knowing that despite the fact that repeatedly deformation will raise its head, nevertheless God will make sure that faithfulness in the office will continue, so that His people will never be led astray completely. Thus God Himself will preserve the church.
We see this also in Eli’s day in the person of Samuel, who despite all the unfaithfulness that was going at God’s sanctuary in Shiloh – despite all this Samuel served the LORD sincerely. After Eli died, he succeeded him as judge, whilst he also acted as priest among Israel, especially during the reign of King Saul, the anointed king in his day. Thus in Samuel we see already an initial fulfillment of what we read in vs. 35, as he walked before God’s anointed. Through Samuel God worked reformation among Israel. However, this was only an initial fulfillment of what we read in vs. 35. Next we can also refer to Zadok, who served as priest under King David, and whose son Azariah served as priest under King Solomon. In this lineage, the high priestly office continued until after exile.

During the time of the OT, the offices of priest and king were still separated. We also read that repeatedly both priests as well as king fell short in the execution of their respective offices. That’s why vs. 35 reaches it’s final and complete fulfillment in Jesus Christ, the Priest-King, who obtained a complete and perfect redemption for God’s people.

Via Christ, beloved, we may even draw the line further towards today. For, when vs. 35 speaks about a faithful priesthood, we may also give thought to the priesthood of all believers. I think here of LD 12 HC, where it reads that we share in Christ’s anointing and thus also serve as priests. Through the work of the Holy Spirit God Himself will make us faithful in His service to fulfill our priestly duties, i.e. by dedicating our life to Christ. This is indeed a wonderful task. 
Yet when reading 1 Sam 2, this is also a very responsible task, since God as the Holy One abhors all unholiness, also among the priesthood today, i.e. among us. God does so in particular where it concerns the special office.
Thus as parents we should be faithful in the parental task God has given us, raising our children in the fear of the LORD, as we vowed it at their baptism. We should do so by making our homes safe havens, where children cannot be infected by the unholiness of this world. As parents, we should speak with our children and warn them against the dangers that threaten them, especially in today’s society. Beloved, let us never make light of this parental task. 1 Sam 2 teaches us, what might happen when for the sake of peace we just let our children go. Again, all this is no guarantee that our children will indeed walk in the ways of the LORD. No doubt, Samuel too must have warned his sons and he took action accordingly. Yet his sons did not walk in the footsteps of their father. Indeed this too happens. In cases like these, however, we may leave the outcome in the hands of the LORD. Only then we will find peace.
God asks faithfulness, not only of the parents, but also of the office bearers. 1 Sam 2 also shows what will happen to unfaithful office bearers, they will find the LORD on their way. Office bearers are entrusted with God’s flock, and the LORD will take it very serious when office bearers lead the flock astray. Of course, every believer has his own responsibility. Yet office bearers should never become a stumbling block for the flock. They should never become a signpost that points in the wrong direction. The LORD abhors this, as the text chosen for this morning sermon points it out very clearly.
Beloved, this morning the sermon has pointed all of us to the responsibilities we have in the service of the LORD. We too are a holy priesthood. I think here of what the apostle Peter writes in his first letter, Ch. 2, 9, “…” Holy – that is dedicated to the LORD in service to Him. A very privileged position for all of us, yet at the same it also carries great responsibilities. Let us make sure then that we never make light of these responsibilities. This morning’s sermon has made clear that this can have severe consequences. Let us take this warning to heart and so in joy serve the LORD with zeal and delight in whatever task the LORD has given us and let us radiate this, also to our children so that they can see in the life of their parents that it’s not just paying lip service, but that it comes from the heart. Let us in this way share the riches of the covenant also with our children, speak about it, warn them and so together as a family live our lives dedicated to the LORD in every respect. 
Amen.
� 1 Sam 2, 10


� See 2 Cor. 6, 14 - 18





Page 12 of 12

