Liturgy:
Reading : Deut. 31, 19 – 22; Ch. 32, 36 – 47  

Text       : 1 Sam 2, 1 – 10 
Ps.    75 : 1,4

Ps.    75 :  6

Ps.    72 : 7,8

Hy.    8 : 1,12, 14

Ps.   89 : 7,8

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Last week Sunday in the preaching, the focus was on the prayer of Hannah, who fervently desired motherhood, yet not as fulfillment of her own personal desires. Instead, Hannah longed for a son, who during a time that it had become very dark in Israel could serve the LORD in a special way. This becomes clear from the vow she made at the time of her prayer, Ch. 1, 11, “…”
The concluding part of 1 Sam 1 tells us that the LORD answered Hannah’s prayer. She conceived and gave birth to a son, whom she called Samuel – the LORD has heard! After she had weaned him, she fulfills her vow and brings the little Samuel to the house of the LORD. By that time, the boy must have been around 4 to 5 years old. In the ancient Near East, a child was weaned later than it is often customary today. Is there in the tabernacle, when Hannah presents her child to the LORD in accordance with the vow she had made, that she also sings a song of praise, in which she expresses her thankfulness to God for what He had given in the birth of Samuel.
A song of praise for the birth of her son – one could say that’s understandable. After all, was there not much reason for Hannah to give thanks to the LORD? Having waited for so many years, finally she received a child, even a son. Now Peninnah could no longer tease and provoke her. Thus Hannah shouts for joy, “My heart rejoices in the LORD; my horn is exalted in the LORD.” My horn – as symbol of strength and power; and hadn’t indeed Hannah become powerful in receiving a son?
However, when looking at this song of praise a bit more closely, it becomes clear that Hannah speaks of more than just personal joy. I think here first of all of the time, when she sings this song of praise – not straightaway after Samuel was born, but when she brings her son to the house of the LORD, when although mother, once again she will be without child. She will only see the little Samuel once a year.
 That’s why Hannah sings not just “my horn is exalted”, i.e. I have become strong now. No, she sings, “My horn is exalted in the LORD!” Note that the name LORD is written here with capital letters. This means Hannah rejoice in Yahweh, i.e. in God as the God of the covenant. She rejoices in the LORD, not just as her personal God, but also as the God of Israel as a whole. Enlightened by the Holy Spirit Hannah sees in the birth of Samuel God at work unto redemption for His people, that’s why in her song she also looks beyond the present and is allowed to speak about the anointed who would come, vs. 10, which is a reference to the coming of the Messiah. That’s the context of this song of praise, to which the song of Mary, the mother of Jesus is closely linked. This morning we will focus on the gospel proclaimed in this song, when I may preach you the Word of God under the following heading,
PRAISING GOD FOR THE SON GIVEN TO HER

HANNAH, LOOKING BEYOND HER PERSONAL JOY,

ALSO REJOICES IN REDEMPTION FOR ISRAEL AS A WHOLE

In this, we see that enlightened by the Holy Spirit

1) Hannah had a good understanding of God’s past dealings with His people

2) Whilst with a prophetic eye she is also able to see beyond the present
I
Reading Hannah’s song of praise, beloved, at first sight it looks more like a song of praise of a king, who has defeated the enemies, than a song of woman who after many years of grief received a child from the LORD. Look at this song – we read, vs. 4, “The bows of the mighty men are broken…” We read about the strength of the king and the horn of the anointed, vs. 10. Of course, much in this song applies also to Hannah personally and to the significance of the son she had given birth to. I think of vs. 7b, “The LORD brings low and lifts up.” I think of verse 6, which in a poetical way refers to the barren womb of Hannah, which the LORD had opened to bring forth new life. Vs. 3a can be seen as a reference to the arrogance of Peninnah, “…” Vs. 5b is a reference to how – so to speak – the tables had been turned in Elkanah’s house, “…”  Thus in this song Hannah indeed also speaks about her personal experience. Yet – as I read it somewhere – in the church, we do not live in the first place by personal experience in faith, instead we have to open the eye of faith, so that we may see our personal experience in the wider context of God’s work of redemption. Well, Hannah’s song of praise is a clear example of this. What we read in 1 Sam 2, 1-10 is not just a figure of speech, whereby personal experiences are voiced in a poetical way. Instead, when this song speaks about enemies, in actual terms we should give thought also to the Philistines, the enemies of the church in those days. Drawing the line through to further generations, we may give thought also to the enemies of Christ’s church throughout the ages to come. Looking at Hannah’s song from this perspective, we may see this song as a confession of the antithesis set by God, as experienced by Hannah personally as well as by Israel as a whole in those days and how it will be experienced also by the church in time to come. This is indeed the prophetic perspective of this song of praise. I hope to come back to this in the second point of the sermon.
First, however, I would like to highlight that this song proves that Hannah lived by faith and because of this – as it shows – she knew God’s promises given to Israel in the past very well. This morning we also read part of the song of Moses, recorded in Deut. 32. This was done purposely; since looking at Hannah’s song of praise there is no doubt that she must have been very familiar with this song, which is not strange, when we consider that the LORD had commanded Moses, Deut 31, 19, “…” This word ‘witness’ comes back in vs. 21 of this same chapter, where we read, “…” Indeed, beloved, the LORD knew that once having entered the Promised Land, the love of the Israelites towards God would not last. The LORD knew that in time to come His people would start serving the idols instead and in doing so would break the covenant, the LORD had established with them. Moses enlightened by the Holy Spirit speaks about this time to come, especially in the vss. 15 – 18 of Deut. 32, “…”  Yet despite all this, in this same song Moses is also allowed to speak about redemption afterwards, so that in time of deformation, i.e. in times that it would become spiritually very dark, God’s faithful children still would have comfort, since God would not forsake the works of His almighty hands.
Deut. 32 – it is a song to be learned by God’s children throughout the ages to come. That’s why Hannah too knew this song. More importantly, she not only knew this song, but she also lived the content of this song, clinging to God’s promises. See, beloved, that’s why Hannah was able to see her personal life in a much wider perspective. Hannah knew the deformation of which Moses had already spoken had indeed come. According to Deut. 32, 5, In Hannah’s day the Israelites had indeed corrupted themselves, they had become a perverse and crooked generation. One only has to read the last chapters of the book of Judges, and you get the picture what life was like in Hannah’s day. I also think of what was going on at the house of the LORD in Shiloh, of which the continuation of 1 Sam 2 tells, how the sons of the high priest had no regard whatsoever for the holiness of the LORD and the sacrifices that were to be brought.
When looking at the song of Moses in more detail, it can be divided in four parts.

1. The first part deals with Israel taking possession of the Promised Land, where it received the blessings of the LORD, vss. 1 – 14.

2. Next, we read how Jeshurun grew fat and turned its back upon the LORD, vss. 15 – 18.

3. The third part of the song makes mention of God’s punishment upon Israel’s disobedience. We read about hunger, pestilence, and the sword, vss. 19 – 25.

4. Finally, – the concluding part of this song – we read about redemption. The enemies will be scattered. The LORD will avenge the blood of His servants and take vengeance on His adversaries, showing mercy to His people, vss. 26 – 43.
Hannah’s song of praise is closely linked to in particular this last section of the song of Moses. The deformation of which Moses had spoken was clearly visible in Hannah’s day as well as God’s punishment upon it. Israel sighed heavily under the yoke of the Philistines. Yet Hannah still clings to the promises God also had given, namely that He would not forsake the work of His hands. The time would come that God would once again bring redemption. Hannah had prayed, LORD let my son be instrumental in this process. That’s what we find back also in this song of praise, in which Hannah enlightened by the Holy Spirit shows first of all to have a good understanding of God’s past dealing with His people. Next, enlightened by the same Spirit, with a prophetic eye Hannah is also able to see beyond the present, in faith convinced that in time to come God would fulfill also the second part of the song of Moses.
The close connection with the song of Moses is evident from some of the words Hannah also uses in her song of praise. I think of the fact that she calls the LORD a rock, vs. 2. Moses in his song uses this same name for the LORD even 5 times. I also think of Deut. 32, 39, where it reads, “…”  We find these words back almost literarily in 1 Sam. 2, 6, “…”  Yet, beloved, the similarity in words is not the most important aspect here. More significantly, it’s the spiritual connection that strikes. 
It’s already a long time ago since the Israelites had entered the Promised land. Initial enthusiasm had waned very quickly, instead corruption and spiritual decline had set in. Yet Hannah still lives her faith, and in this faith she clings in particular to what Moses had said about redemption, which still would come. Hannah looks beyond the present at the future of the church, as promised by God. This, beloved,  gives strength to cope; especially when at times also church wise life may go through a valley.

Having come to the end of the first point of the sermon, I would like to make some applications for today. The first thing that comes to mind is the importance of learning the covenantal songs off by heart. Moses had to lay the words of Deut. 32 on the lips of the Israelites, as a witness. We have the psalms, which in a similar way speaks about God past dealings with His people as well as the promises God has in store still also for us. It’s good to know these psalms. Yet we should not only know them, but also live from the riches of these psalms. Beloved, it will open your eyes of faith to see clearly what’s going on in the church also today. History serves as a witness. I think here of what the apostle Paul writes in 1 Cor. 10, 11, “…”  Yet there is more, like Hannah so we too may cling to what God has promised as well, redemption to come. 
Also today, we are confronted with a lot of spiritual decline, not only in churches elsewhere, but decline can easily set in also among us. I think in particular of the danger of materialism, the influence of the mass media like TV and internet, but also of today’s postmodern thinking which teaches that I should only believe what I personally consider to be true. Authority also as far as the truth is concerned, by which office bearers can say “Thus says the LORD!” is often no longer accepted. In response, office bearers often hear, “That’s what you say, but I think….,” as if there is no longer any absolute truth and each one is entitled to his own way of thinking. 
At times, all these things can worry us. How will it go with the church, the future generation? Yet in such a valley, let us do what Hannah did: cling to God’s promises. The LORD will not forsake the work of his hands, and – as Christ promised – the gates of Hades will not prevail against the church. The victory is Christ’s. When considering these things let us also pray for our children, that they – like Samuel – may become instrumental in the LORD’s service. Let us make our homes true Christian homes were our children are built in faith. I realize we can’t give our children faith. Yet the LORD will use us as parents as instruments. Believing parents set their stamp on their children, even when they leave the church. For they know, beloved. Children will not forget what they received during the first years of their life. By God’s grace, it’s this teaching in their early youth that often brings them back. More could be said her yet I have to move on to the second point of the sermon.

II
In the first point of the sermon, reference was made to Deut. 32 – a song to be learned by God’s people, in order that they would not forget the past and could live also in hope for the future, since God as the faithful God of the covenant – the name LORD with capital letters – will never forsake the work of His almighty hands. From this sure promise, God’s children may draw comfort and strength, also when spiritually it becomes dark in the church. Well, that’s how Hannah clung to the content of this song, which – as I mentioned it in the first point of the sermon – she most likely know off by heart, having learned this song in her youth. Indeed, in faith Hannah clung to the words of this song, as becomes clear from her own song of praise. I think here in particular of vs. 2 of 1 Sam. 2, where Hannah says, “…”
“No one is holy like the LORD.” The word ‘holy’ in this context means: the LORD is faithful to Himself and therefore as the Holy One He will return to His people, despite their sins, granting them redemption. In faith, Hannah clung to this, when she presented her son to the LORD, praying that her son would become instrumental in this redemption, as God also did.
As I mentioned it before, in this song Hannah speaks not simply of her personal experience, but enlightened by the Holy Spirit she looks beyond her personal experience at the bigger picture of what God was doing in her days. Hannah had experienced humiliation from the side of Peninnah, scorn and mockery. Yet to say it with the words of Psalm 30, God had turned her mourning into dancing. In this song Hannah confesses that’s how God works redemption, not only for her personal, but that’s how God will establish redemption also for His people, who were now sighed heavily under the yoke of the Philistines, and this as a result of their own disobedience. Yet the time would come that this would change, since God will not forsake the work of His hands. He will break the bows of the mighty, for Holy is His Name!
Indeed, beloved, when God as the Holy One works redemption everything changes, roles are reversed. That’s the great theme of Hannah’s song. The bows of the mighty will be broken, vs. 4. Enemies, who thought themselves strong because of their mighty weapons, will become totally powerless when the LORD takes action. I think here of the words of Psalm 68, they will be scattered. God will drive them away as smoke is driven away; as wax melts before the fire, so the wicked will perish at the presence of God. Yet the righteous will be glad and rejoice before the LORD. This, beloved, is indeed a continuing theme, which we come across in all covenantal songs. That’s why is it so important to learn them, the psalms that are learned at primary. Do your best, young people, to learn them so that you carry them with you your whole life through. They will help you in the battle you have to fight, the battle to stand firm in serving the LORD.

Roles are reversed I said. I think of verse 8a of Hannah’ song, “…”  Dust – in the OT this often is a reference to the ash heap, the refuse tip outside the city walls, where one could find the poor, always looking for some used remnants of clothing wood, etc. It’s on such an ash heap that we find Job in his affliction – a picture of poverty and misery!  Yet in vs.8, we now read, all who in the past in a boastful way were speaking highly of themselves (we have made it) and who in the meantime looked haughtily down upon the poor and needy, they will be lowered to that position. Whilst the poor and needy by God will be saved from their disgrace and be lifted to an honored place, as we sung it last week with the words of Psalm 113, which refers to Hannah song, when it also says that God in his favor will make the barren spouse a joyful mother in her house.
See there, beloved, how the LORD works when He comes unto redemption of His people. Then life changes, it will flourish again, as Hannah had experienced it also personally. Yet with eyes sharpened by faith, she is allowed to prophesy that in a similar way this will also happen to God’s people as a whole. Singing this song of praise, Hannah is more or less saying to those who heard her: don’t give up on God, trust Him, for He will come, He will not forsake the work of His hands. In due time, according to the promises given in the past, God will work redemption. You can be sure of this. 

In this song, Hannah expresses her faith in God as the faithful God of the covenant – LORD written with capital letters, Holy is His Name. Therefore, trust in Him, wait for Him, for He will take His people with Him to a glorious future.  As the Holy One He will burn away all resistance and enmity against His redemptive work. After all, in His holiness God is also a consuming fire for all who do not acknowledge Him in His redemptive work, but scorn this work instead. In the concluding part of Hannah’s song we read, “For by strength… (quote till ‘end of the earth’)” In a prophetic way Hannah speaks here about God’s mighty works embracing the ages. Finally, in the concluding line of her song she is even allowed to speak of the Messiah to come, God’s Anointed. Hannah was allowed to see the birth of her son in this great perspective.
In the beginning of the sermon I said, in the church we do not live in the first place by personal experience in faith, instead we have to open the eye of faith, so that we may see our personal experience in the wider context of God’s work of redemption. Well, Hannah’s song of praise is a clear example of this. Beloved, may the LORD enlighten also our eyes, so that in a similar way we too may see our lives embedded in the greater picture of God’s work among His people; to the extent that we may indeed see God’s hand in all that happens, as we will speak about it, the Lord willing, also this afternoon, when LD 10 HC will be dealt with. Yes, may the LORD through His Spirit help us always to look at the broader picture, knowing that even though also today we go spiritually through dark times; nevertheless through it God is working towards new heavens and a new earth. I think here of what our fathers confessed at a time that the stakes were burning and the name of the true church was dragged through the mud – Art. 37 BC – “….” (last par., point to roles reversed!)
This is the wider perspective also of your and my life, beloved. Within this wider perspective, let us not despise the day of small things, but always rejoice in the LORD as the faithful God of the covenant, like Hannah did in her song of praise.

Many elements of Hannah’s song come back in the NT, when Mary sings her Magnificat, recorded in Luke 1. Mary in particular could see her motherhood in the wider perspective of God’s redemptive work among His people. Yet when she sings of this, she uses words similar to the song of Hannah. Luke 1, 51 – 53, “…” Well, Christ as King would bring this about, in accordance with the words of Psalm 72, 12 – 14, “…” Beloved, how great a privilege it is, that today already we may know ourselves protected by this King, the King who Hannah was allowed to see from afar, but whom we today may know seated at God’s right hand, having all authority in heaven and on earth.
 Beloved, let us daily rejoice in this and live accordingly, holding on to God’s sure promises, as many a covenantal psalm will help us remembering them. Let us not just pay lip service to those wonderful psalms, but live from the riches of them to God’s glory and our own comfort.
Amen.
� 1 Sam. 2, 19
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