Liturgy:

Reading : 1 Sam 17

Text       : 1 Sam 17, 45-47

Ps .   46 : 1,4

Ps.  119 : 1

Hy.   35 : 1,4,5

Ps.  115 : 1,2,5,6

Ps.    20 : 4,5
Beloved Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
I Sam 17 concludes with a very strange question, namely when Saul asks David, “Whose son are you, young man?”
 How can this question be reconciled with Ch. 16, 18, where David is informed extensively about who David was, “…” People, who deny the divine authority of Scripture, use texts like these to prove that the Bible is not reliable, a book full of contradictions.

Yet, beloved, there is no contradiction at all here. Of course, Saul knew that David came from Bethlehem and that he was the son of Jesse. Yet the point Saul struggles with is, from where does this simple shepherd boy receive the power to kill a giant like Goliath? Is there perhaps something more about his family I have not heard? Did he perhaps come from a family whose ancestors were also men with special courage? Saul thus tries to explain David’s courage naturally. Does perhaps David also come from a special family of warriors like Goliath? In other words, Saul does not ask this question since he did not know David or his parents, but instead Saul asks this question since he no longer acknowledges the LORD as the One who gives power to the weak.
I like to note here that 1 Sam 17 must be read in close connection with the two previous chapters. In 1 Sam 15 we are informed that because of Saul’s unwillingness to destroy the Amalekites altogether, the LORD had rejected him as king. The consequence of this rejection was that the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and instead had come mightily upon David. I may refer here to 1 Sam. 16, 13 + 14, “…” (Explain!) Well, this contrast dominates from here on the rest of the First Book of Samuel, starting in Ch. 17, which pictures Saul as a man, who sought his strength in human power and who, therefore, was struck by the power displayed by Goliath. Hence, the question at the end of this chapter.

But then listen to David’s response to this question, “…” In other words, there is nothing special about me, no super natural power by which I killed this giant. David’s triumph over Goliath was simple a matter of faith, faith in God as Israel’s Redeemer. It is under this theme that this morning I may minister the Word of God to you, as follows,
IN THE COMBAT BETWEEN DAVID AND GOLIATH

THE LORD REVEALS THE POWER OF FAITH

Reading 1 Sam 17 we see

1) this faith was no longer present with Saul and his army

2) this faith was found with David

3) who thus reveals the secret of the theocratic kingship

I
The beginning of 1 Sam. 17, Br. & Sr., gives the impression that the Philistines had recovered their strength after their defeat recorded in Ch. 14. Once again they had gathered their armies for battle against the Israelites, trying to reclaim the land they had lost in previous battles. In a sermon on Psalm 2 a fortnight ago, I mentioned that in these local battles fought between Israel and their surrounding nations there was much more at stake than simply a neighboring nation reclaiming lost territory. From a scriptural point of view we are to consider the Philistines as an anti-Christian world power, through which the dragon of Rev. 12 raises its head against the woman who was with child. Looking at the battle described in 1 Sam 17 from this perspective, Israel had arrived in a very critical situation with king who was rather scared to fight this battle.
The verses 1-3 describe a situation similar to that of the battle between the Germans and the allied forces in WO I. Both parties had entrenched themselves with making no progress as far as the battle is concerned. The Philistines had attempted to enter Israel through the Elah Valley, a natural approach into the mountains of Judah, and were now encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammin. This was a place in the western mountains of Judah, south of the Elah Valley located about 25 km west of Bethlehem. Saul and his army had pitched their camp on the northern slope of the same valley. Two armies entrenched in the mountains with a valley in between, which basically meant a stalemate in the war, since the army that would could down to open the attack, by ascending the slope of the opposing army, would make itself an easy target. The Philistines did not want to give it a try, neither did the Israelites. In fact Saul and his army were already content that thus far the Philistines had not made any progress.
But then in vs. 4, we read that the Philistines try to challenge the Israelites to battle via a champion, the giant Goliath, whose might body and powerful armor personified the power of the flesh, which in over-boldness always thinks it can defy with impunity the armies of the living God.
This is the situation when David enters the scene of battle, when he is sent by his father Jesse to gain information about the well-being of his brothers. When David arrives, vs. 21, both armies had just drawn up for battle, army against army. In fact, this was no more than show, since it never came to a real fight. David leaving the supplies he had taken with him straightaway has a look, mingling with the soldiers, whose eyes all stared in one direction, namely towards the valley, where the giant Goliath showed himself frankly without any fear, knowing that his fleshly power scared the Israelites to death. So what was there to fear for Goliath? With this champion in their midst the Philistines had arrived at an advantageous point in the battle against the Israelites. There was no doubt about that.
Yet this fleshly power did not scare David, instead David was extremely hurt by the bragging language of this Philistine, by which this giant defied the armies of the living God. How did this giant dare to do so, vs. 26, “…”

When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, hears how David had mingled with the soldiers questioning their fear, his anger is aroused. What does his younger brother think of himself, that he is able to help out in this dreadful situation? Let him go home back to sheep where he belongs. From a human point of view, beloved, this reaction is understandable. Eliab, a trained soldier, who here so to speak is lectured by his younger brother, who has no idea of warfare; no wonder that Eliab’s anger is aroused. 

Yet, Br. & Sr., we have to look further here than just some rivalry between two brothers. It should be highlighted that Eliab speaks the language of unbelief. His harsh outburst against David betrays more than a superficial reading of these words may suspect. Eliab must have felt that David resented Israel’s lack of courage against the Philistines. That’s why he reacted so angrily. Perhaps deep down there might have been even some guilty feelings. We see this more often when church members deep down know quite well that their attitude towards God is not right, yet they can’t stand when others hint at it, and so they react angrily. Well, this is exactly what we see here with Eliab.
As far as David is concerned, he doesn’t understand this harsh outburst of his brother. “What have I done? Am I not allowed to speak my mind? What have I said wrong? For was it indeed not puzzling, beloved, that the Israelites could listen to such blasphemy, twice a day, forty days in a row, doing nothing, as if it did not hurt them in their souls, that God’s Name was dragged through the mud every time Goliath entered the scene. It only scared them to death, nothing else. We see here David over against the army of Israel, two different worlds, two completely different mindsets. Eliab, representing the mindset of the Israelites, could not understand how love towards God could so consume a person that human calculations were simply put aside, trust in God what counts. Human calculations made Eliab say, “Who can defeat Goliath?” Yet burning love for the LORD made David say, “This giant must be killed to stop this blasphemy.”
The rumor about what David had said not only to Eliab, but also to others spreads through the camp of the Israelites – as I read it somewhere – like a stone thrown in dead water. It’s not before long that also King Saul hears about it, that there is indeed someone who dares to take the challenge, who dares to fight Goliath. Saul can hardly believe this, but after having send for David he hears it out of David’s own mouth, vs. 32, where David says to Saul, “…” Yet also Saul in unbelief reasons like all the others, vs. 33, “…” However, all these negative responses don’t discourage David. In faith he testifies before Saul, vs. 37, “…” David thus confesses his trust in the LORD. He, the LORD, will give me the victory, so David says. This is language Saul should have spoken, yet Saul had turned his back upon the LORD. Nevertheless, he gives David his blessing, vs. 37b, “…”
“The LORD be with you,” – yet from the next verses we learn that Saul had unlearned what these words actually meant. Saul still think that only a proper armor can help David to win  this battle. Force can only be defeated with proper counter-force. Yet, beloved such attitude diametrically opposes that first one should live by faith. From a series of sermon Joshua we learned, this does not mean that the Israelites could forget about war strategies and the like. Yet the point is the outcome of the battle was not depending on good weapons or a well-thought-through war plan. Trust in the LORD that’s what counted first of all. Even more so, since – as I mentioned it before – the battle with the Philistines was a holy war. It’s not for nothing that Scripture always speaks about the Philistines as the uncircumcised. Had Israel fought the battle in faith, there would have been no doubt about the outcome of this battle. Yet faith in God as Israel’s redeemer was no longer found among the men gathered together in the Valley of Elah. Yet David recognizes what is at stake here. That’s why he is not scared to take action, not daringly, but driven by faith, putting his trust in God alone.
For a moment I like to stop here. For what is now the practical application we may learn from 1 Sam. 17 thus far? Reading 1 Sam. 17 one gets the impression that it is not first of all Goliath physical appearance that scares the Israelites. Of course, this as well! But it’s in particular Goliath scornful language that hits so hard and against which the Israelites seemingly don’t know how to respond. And so they let the man brag on, till David arrives at the scene and responds to Goliath mockery, vss. 45 – 47, “…” 

What I like to stress in saying this is, Goliath’s weapon is first of his mouth with which he defied the living God. Well, that brings this chapter closer to home. For also today there are many people who in a scornful way speak about God. In today’s secularized society the name of the living God is blasphemed almost everywhere. At times we might be confronted with questions like, “Do you really believe all this, believe in a God let all these terrible things happen in this world and meanwhile does nothing, terrorist attacks, suicide bombings, famine, and you name it. If He is almighty and a loving God, why then doesn’t he take any action. Why doesn’t he help?”

When confronted with remarks like these, beloved, what is our response? Do we keep silence, like Saul and his army did, or do we dare to speak up like David did, since we simply cannot stand it that the name of our faithful covenant God, the name of our Father, is mocked at. Does love for the LORD really consume us, so that in today’s climate full of hatred against God, we still dare to stand up for our faith. To stand up for our faith, also when in the church we are mocked at times for being too narrow minded, or too strict. The devil knows how to attack us. 

How now to fight this battle? Beloved, the simple answer is in faith trusting God, clinging to His Word, and by not being ashamed to testify when there is need for it.
II
I now come to my second thought, speaking in more detail about the personal combat between David and Goliath. No doubt, when David went down into the valley to meet Goliath, the tension in the camp of the Israelites must have been nerve-racking. Finally, they too had their champion, but what kind of champion, a shepherd boy without armor. Many must have thought we are simply making a spectacle of ourselves by sending this boy to fight Goliath? Pure foolishness in the eyes of man, and likewise in the eyes of Goliath; “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks…Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beast of the field.”
Yet, beloved, with David there is no hesitation whatsoever. David never gave it a though that his actions might be pure foolishness. He was 100 % sure of the victory, not because he trusted in his own abilities, but since he fully trusted in the LORD, vs. 45, “…” God’s help is David’s armor. Trusting in that armor, David knew the LORD would give him the victory.
Thus 1 Sam 17 basically teaches us the same lesson as later on the apostle Paul does in Eph 6, in that passage which speaks about the spiritual armor which the believers have to fight the battle. In this context Paul speaks about the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

Does this mean that I now completely spiritualize this battle between David and Goliath? No, as David himself testifies about it, also in this real battle, trust in God was what counted. Since this trust was lacking with King Saul and his army, thus far they had not made any progress in the battle.

Trust in the Name of the LORD, of which David later on makes confession in Psalm 20, 7 & 8, “…” David thus enters this battle fully assured who will win, vs. 46, “…” With these last words David point to what is at stake in this combat, namely that not David but the living God may receive all honour, a true Redeemer of His people, of all who put their trust in Him.

Also the Israelites themselves had to learn this again. For during the reign of King Saul slowly but surely they had forgotten to count on the LORD’s help. True, in the beginning years of his kingship, when Saul still lived close to the LORD, he had won many a battle. But during the latter years of his kingship the Philistines had reclaimed more and more of their territory, subduing the Israelites, making a spectacle of them, disarming them, to the extent, 1 Sam. 13, 22, “…” Thus in the eye of man the army of the living God had become totally powerless, a mockery for the enemies, whilst also Israel itself no longer cherished any hope in God either.
But then David enters the scene, too young to be a soldier, yet secretly already anointed king of Israel. The LORD had called this son of Jesse to be His instrument. That’s why David is not scared at all to fight Goliath. With a heart burning for the LORD, David cannot let the Name of God be scorned at without taking any action. That’s why he offers to go won into the valley to fight this enemy of the LORD, firmly assured that God would give the victory
King Saul had but little confidence in the outcome of this fight. He no longer counted on the help of the LORD. Yet David did and also proclaimed it loudly, so that it sounded throughout the valley that everyone could hear it, “I come to you in the Name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” Thus both the Philistines and the Israelites came to know that there was but one God who is able to redeem. Before Goliath could reach for his spear, David just slung one little stone and that was the end of the battle. Thus the LORD redeemed His people, so that all the earth should know that there is a God in Israel, the one only true God, the living God, always ready to help whoever trusts in Him.
III 
In the last point of the sermon, we will see that putting his trust in the LORD, David reveals the secret of the true theocratic kingship. As I mentioned it already before, behind Goliath and the Philistine army we must see the anti-Christian world power raising its head against God’s chosen nation, or to say it with the words of Rev. 12, the dragon raising its head against the woman who was with child. Goliath thus is type of the anti-Christ, about whom we read in II Thess. 2, 8, that the Lord Jesus will consume him with the breath of His mouth, and destroy with the brightness of His coming. It’s not surprising, therefore, that Goliath – as I said being type of the anti-Christ – was defeated by him, who was type of the coming Christ, and anointed to be the theocratic king in Israel. Since Saul as king had been rejected by the LORD, he could not fulfill this task. He doesn’t dare to do this either, which clearly shows that King Saul had become completely incapable of the task to which God had called him, incapable through unbelief. It is, therefore, through David, who had already been anointed as future king, that the LORD gives redemption, and also clears the way for David so that in time to come the Israelites will acknowledge him as their king, and also may see again what task their king had to fulfill: to crush the head of Israel’s enemies. The theocratic had to do so not for own honour, but to point the people to the LORD as their real King and Redeemer, teach God’s people that only by trusting the LORD and by living in obedience to God’s will life could flourish and peace be enjoyed. Trust and obey!
Thus we learn again that faith in the LORD makes God’s children really strong. That’s how David went down into the valley to fight Goliath. No, then we should not romanticize this narrative, as if David went down to fight Goliath so to speak with bare hands. In those days the sling was a recognized weapon. For a reference I could point you to Judges 20, 16, “…”  As I said before, fighting God’s battles does not mean that we can forget about tactics and strategy, and using armor in the proper way. Yet the point in 1 Sam 17 is, David did not put his trust in his ability using the sling. David went into this fight putting his trust in the LORD first of all, knowing also that this fight was first and foremost a spiritual battle. This also means – even though the Israelites perhaps did not see it that way – not David was the hero of the day, but in this battle the LORD showed Himself as Israel’s Redeemer. Soli Deo Gloria – also in this hour all honour goes to God alone.
After the combat David is brought to King Saul, who still cannot understand how David could win this battle, hence the question, “Whose son are you, young man?” As I mentioned in the beginning of the sermon, Saul knew that David came from Bethlehem and that he was the son of Jesse. Yet the point Saul struggles with is how this young shepherd had courage to fight this battle. He likes to know more about this young fellow. Did he perhaps come from a family had displayed more of these daring acts? See, beloved, that’s behind this question, “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul thus still tries to explain David’s victory according to human standards, i.e. according to the flesh. He still had no eye for the fact that David had defeated Goliath in the Name of the LORD of hosts.

But then David replies, there is nothing special about me. I am the son of your servant Jesse, the Bethlehemite.  I like to highlight the word ‘servant’. David, even though anointed as future king, still sees himself as a servant, and this is what he remained even when he became king, servant of the LORD and so true type of the coming Christ. Yes, Christ too – as the perfect theocratic King – Christ too did not put His trust in earthly power either. He too fully put His trust in god, even during those three hours of darkness when God had abandoned Him. It is this undivided trust in God which brought Christ the victory. Well, David in his fight with Goliath is type of this Christ, who is our King, and who with His precious blood has set us free from all the power of the devil, in order that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.
True, then today the Name of this God and His Christ is mocked at almost everywhere in society. But as I mentioned it also a fortnight ago in a sermon on Psalm 2 – nevertheless Christ is King and is in control and the day will come that every knee has to bow before this King, every tongue has to confess that Christ is Lord indeed, even the tongue of those who pierced him and mocked at Him. When Christ returns they will wail on His account, Goliath included. For no one can defy the Name of the living God with impunity. Let us make sure then that we honour Christ as King, not just in words, but also in deeds, trusting and obeying Him with joy. For, beloved, only this will cause your life to flourish and only then you will have true peace.

Amen.
� Vs. 58
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