Liturgy:

Reading : 1 Peter 1, 1 – 21 

Text       : 1 Peter 1, 15 + 16

Ps.   108 : 1,2
Ps.     62 : 1

Hy.    37 : 2,3
Ps.     27 : 1,2,6 

Hy.    65 : 1,2           

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

The text chosen for this afternoon’s sermon is very clear about the fact that God wants us to live holy before Him. Being children of holy God, we too must live holy!  Yet, beloved, one may wonder whether it is possible always to meet this high standard.

In preparation for this afternoon’s sermon, I read a story, which a driver’s licence examiner told about a teenager, who had just driven an almost perfect test. “He made only one mistake,” said the examiner, “when he stopped to let me out of the car. After breathing a sigh of relief, the boy exclaimed, ‘I’m glad I don’t have to drive like that all the time.’”
In a similar way, it can happen that with respect to our life with the LORD we put on a nice front, when others are watching. However, when we are on our own, we let down our standards, e.g., at work among our workmates or on a Saturday evening, partying and having a great time. After all, one also needs a bit of fun in life. Is it really necessary always to live on that high level? At times, this can be felt as some kind of straightjacket, in which you can hardly move. Yet, why is this? Why is it that at times living a holy life is considered as a burden, not only by young people, but equally by others within the congregation. In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus calls us to be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. This is basically the same as what we read in text for this afternoon’s sermon. We are to be perfect. Yet who is? Therefore, is it indeed really so bad when at times we don’t live on that high level? Perhaps we should just accept this. After all, we are also part of this world. Can you then never have any fun?
In response to remarks like these, I would like to put the following question: “How happy are we to be a child of God?”  In Ch. 2, 9 of this letter the apostle Peter writes, “...” Beloved, do you still see this as a privilege, also you young people; a privilege that you may belong to this holy nation, being redeemed from the empty pleasures of this world, the darkness, when people get drunk, get high on drugs, live out their sinful desires, yet it often leaves them with an empty feeling on the morning after. Being God’s child, Christ so to speak has us dragged us out of there to be with Him, born anew to a living hope, as we read it in the beginning of Ch. 1.  Beloved, whoever has seen the greatness of this redemption, will never consider living a holy life as a burden.
So the bottom line is: how happy are we that we may belong to Christ. We all know the first Q + A of the Heidelberg Catechism off by heart. My only comfort is that I may belong to Christ body and soul. So we confess with our mouth that our only comfort lies in Christ. 
The word comfort points to surety amidst of anxiety. Well, life surely has its anxieties. The point now is, when these anxieties hit us, what do we do? Do we try to drink it away, looking for some fun to forget about it? Or do we rejoice in the fact that Christ will help us through and therefore we cling to Him; not like calling the RAC – only when there is trouble – but living our life for Him to whom belong, in holiness to the glory God, out of thankfulness for all that He has given us in Christ.
Beloved, this is at the heart of the text chosen for this afternoon’s sermon. Why should we make an effort to live holy lives? The simple answer is, because I rejoice in being a child of God. This is in a nutshell the message of this afternoon’s text, which I have summarized as follows,
SINCE GOD WHO CALLED US IS HOLY

WE TOO MUST LIVE HOLY 
We will deal with two questions

1) What does it mean to live holy 
2) How are we able to live holy 
I
In one of the commentaries, which I read in preparation for this afternoon’s sermon, the author writes, “The Christian hope is the framework of a holy life.”  This word hope, the apostle Peter mentions in vs. 13 of Ch.1, where he urges the addresses of this letter – and likewise we are urged to do the same – to rest our hope fully upon the grace that’s to be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. This call should be read in close connection with the vss. 4 + 5, where Peter speaks about the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled ready to be revealed in the last time. On this inheritance, we have to set our hope as something that one day we will really receive. You could say this makes the Christian life worth living: this specific inheritance, which will not be affected by any economic downturn or by something else that may corrupt or erose it. It’s safely stored away for us in heaven by God himself.
The question now is do we appreciate this, or is this something we regard as well that’s for later? For later – if this is our reaction, it will also affect the way we live. Then the here and now of this life becomes more important to us than what God has in store for us. It’s not something we really set our hope on, like a little child that can’t wait till it is his birthday, for then he well get that present, which he saw Mum putting into a cupboard a few days earlier. The mind of this child is constantly busy with it. It lives so to speak birthday focussed. 
Beloved, do you live that way, where it concerns the inheritance God has in store for you: Christ focussed! See, that’s what the author of that commentary meant when he wrote, “The Christian hope is the framework of a holy life,” since being Christ’s gives life a totally different perspective.
Let me just try to make this clear with an expression taken from the Form for Baptism, which speaks about the life we live today as a constant death. LD 9 HC speak about it as a life of sorrow. Due to the fall into sin, our present life is broken in many ways. Yet in Christ there is hope again. He conquered death. That’s why for those who belong to Him there is hope again. In faith, we may look further than the horizon of this life. For those who belong to Christ death is only a portal into a better life. What a great comfort this gives in a life that can end any time.  

I don’t say this in a way, that we should constantly think of this. The point I want to make is: when you live your life with Christ, dedicated to Him, you may struggle with problems, may face illness, may go through deep trials, nevertheless you have anchorage. Yet, says Peter, you will only experience this when indeed you set your hope fully upon the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
To do so, says Peter, you must gird the loins of your mind. The reference is here to long clothes, which people in eastern countries often wear up to their feet. These clothes make it hard to walk quickly. At times, they make you easily stumble. Therefore when travelling by feet, often these people would gird up their clothes in a belt around the waist.  Likewise, we have to gird the loins of our mind, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, so that our mind does not become totally preoccupied with all kind of things that cause serving the LORD to become secondary. Godly lives need godly minds, we heard some week ago. Well similarly, holy lives need holy minds. Hence says Peter, be sober. Be sober – of course, this first of all means: don’t get drunk, but metaphorically it also means not to become intoxicated by the world. In other words, what are the things we live for? Is it the here and now, the pleasures of this world, or do we as children of God show to the people around us that we have something else to live for.
Be sober – we read this call more often in Scripture, especially in connection with the return of Christ. For an example, I think of what the apostle Paul writes in 1 Thess. 5, 5 – 8. Let us just take our Bible and read these verses together, “…”  Be sober thus also means not letting yourselves be completely taken up by all what this world has to offer: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.
 For if we do so, so easily we loose sight of the final destination of our life. We are children of God, who have their commonwealth in heaven. Well, this should become clear also in the way we live our life in this present world. 
By the resurrection of Jesus Christ we have been born a new to a living hope. Well, beloved, is this hope indeed alive in us? Is our life indeed full of it, so that we are indeed eagerly looking for the return of our Saviour, looking forward to be home with Him forever or is life at present too cosy for this? How do we see ourselves?

In vs. 14 + 15, the apostle Peter writes, “...” Be holy – how? Vs. 14 says, as obedient children. Literally, it reads ‘as children of obedience’. In other words, obedience is what characterizes us as children of God. In Eph. 2, 2 it reads that unbelievers are the children of disobedience. In other words, their life is characterized as disobedient. Hence, you can always tell the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian. The character of a non-Christian is disobedience to God, the character of a Christian is obedience. Yet – so Peter says – this obedience must now also show itself in living a holy life, since you are children of holy God, who called you to be His. He set you apart as a holy nation, i.e. a nation upon whom He set His love, even though we were totally unworthy of it. Yet in Christ He chose us to be His. I Peter 2, 10, “...” Mere grace – indeed! 
Well, beloved, out of thankfulness for this wonderful grace, it should now also be our desire to live holy before God. Holy – that is  separate from the defilement of this world. I think here of what the apostle Paul writes in 2 Cor. 7, 1, “...” I could also refer to Eph. 5, 1 + 2, “...” In other words, be like the one whose image you bear, and this in all your conduct says Peter. In other words, wherever you go and in whatever you do.
What is the reason that this is required of those who belong to God? The simple answer is that by our conduct people around us have to become aware that there is a holy God, whose name must receive all honour. God’s Name is at stake. Every unholy word, every unholy deed brings God’s Name in disrepute. So the call to live holy is in the first place for God’s sake, that His name may receive honour throughout our life.  

I think here of what the apostle Paul writes about the example of Abraham, who indeed trusted God fully that He would receive a son, Rom 4, 19 + 20, “...” See there, beloved, how God is glorified, when we live our life in holiness before Him, when we show others that we have something else to live for than the fleeting pleasures of this world. Beloved, can people see that in your life?
So why should we live holy?  Let me answer this by putting first another question: do you really love God. If so, you will make sure that His Name may receive honour in your life. That’s why we should have the desire to live holy. This has indeed everything to do with how much we love God.
 Living holy thus does not in the first place mean living a decent life. It means much more. It means living a life devoted to the LORD. It means that in everything we ask ourselves the question, “Lord, what dost Thou want me to do?” In everything!  Holy always!
One may think is this not asking the impossible. Who can live on this high level, and this always?  I can’t, so you may say, and so we put the standards a bit lower. Yet, beloved, there is no need to do this. For in a similar way as the forgiveness of sins is given us in Christ, so also this holiness is given us in Christ.  Holiness is first of all a gift. Yet a gift we have to work with, making the most of it to the glory of God’s holy Name. How we are to do this is we will consider in the second point of this afternoon’s sermon.  

II
Beloved, when we were baptized in the name of the Triune God, we were baptized also in the name of the Holy Spirit. At that time – as it reads in the Form for the Baptism – God the Holy Spirit assured us that He would dwell in us and make us living members of Christ, imparting to us what we have in Christ, namely the cleansing from our sins and the daily renewal of our lives. Thus through the Holy Sprit we are able to live holy lives. He alone can work this holiness in us, the renewal of our life.

However, this does not happen just by itself, like “sit back, the Holy Spirit will do it.” I think here of what the apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians, Ch. 5, 18 of this letter, where it reads, “...” The apostle Paul writes these words to a congregation who had been sealed with the Holy Spirit.
 When they had come to faith in Christ, the Spirit had been given to them to renew their lives. Yet so the apostle says, because of this your life should now also be filled with the Spirit; and this not just a little bit but completely.
In Ch. 4, 30 of this same letter, he warns the addressees, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” Do not grieve the Holy Spirit – this means instead of letting the power of the Holy Spirit work through in your life, you live a worldly way of life quenching this power within you. Yet so the apostle says, don’t do that. Since the Spirit has been given to you, He now should also rule your life in all that you do. True believers should be filled with the Spirit.
“Be filled with the Spirit.” This is written as a command. In others words, it sets us to work. It is an appeal to the responsibility that children of God have. For, beloved, we can indeed do something about this. You may ask the question: what can we do? After all, the Spirit has to do it. We are not Arminian, are we?

This is indeed true. We are not Arminian. From our side we can’t contribute one inch to our salvation. It’s all God’s work. However, this does not make us altogether passive. After all, the gospel is proclaimed to us with the command to repent and believe. In other words, we are to open our hearts to the gospel. It is in our hearts, where God wants to dwell with His Word. In this context I think of a parallel text of Eph. 5, 18 in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, Ch. 3,16, “…”
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom…” Yes, when indeed God’s Word dwells richly in our hearts, the Spirit will be active as well in guiding us, making us enthusiastic to live a life holy before the Lord. Well, in order to let the Spirit be active this way it is our responsibility is to open God’s Word, to live close to God’s Word on a daily basis. That makes life beautiful, much more beautiful than a party with excessive alcohol. “Be filled with the Spirit.” 

It the same message as we read in our text, the call to live holy lives, I Peter 1, 15 + 16, “…” These last words are a quotation of the OT, more particular from the book of Leviticus. It’s more or less the refrain we hear throughout this OT book. Let me just give a few examples

· Lev. 11, 44 + 45, “…”
· Lev. 19, 2, “…”: vs. 3, “…”; vs. 4, “…”
· Lev. 20, 7 + 8, “…”; vs. 24, “…”; vs. 26, “…”
And so it goes on and on and on. The book of Leviticus in particular makes it very clear the reason why we as God’s children have to live holy lives is because we live in a covenant relationship with holy God. That’s He, who set Israel but also us apart from all other nations to make us His very own possession. Beloved , do you still appreciate this? Do you young people still appreciate this?
It’s the same question with which we started this afternoon. How happy are we to be a child of holy God? Are we thankful that we have been dragged away from this world, where people think they can have it all, but in the end it only ruins their lives. Do we see through the empty slogans, by which Satan tries to attract also us? Slogans like, can we then have not any fun in life. Do we always have we to live that strictly. Would the Lord really worry about that evening that I did drink too much? I’m not like the others who do so on a regular basis. I know my limits, but in the meantime, we flirt with the world. Somehow, we want the better of two worlds. Yet the LORD says you can’t, for either you love Me, love me 100%, or you have no part with Me, because you also still want to live your life in the world. So where do we stand?
Where do you stand young people, when it comes to living a holy life? Again, this is more than just generally living a decent life. Living a holy life means you want to live for the LORD, not just so every now and then, but always; not only on Sunday, but also throughout the week; not just at home to make your parents happy, but also when you are out and about with your friends on Saturday night, having fun. 

Beloved, here lies a battle for all of us, young and old. To live holy always, to live our life dedicated to the LORD in all that we do. Who is able to do this? This is only possible when we indeed seek our strength in the LORD. Therefore, when it comes to living a holy life ask yourself some of the following questions:
· Whom or what do I identify myself with – with the world of with God

· Who or what rules my life, what do I get excited about

· Is it desires of the flesh or the fruit of the spirit that shows up in my life

· Am I willing to listen to the correcting voice of the Spirit when I do the wrong thing in my life

· What are the things by which we let ourselves be fed: the world or the Spirit

· What are we busy with: the internet, watching that movie or does the reading and study of God’s Word always have priority above all the other things

Beloved, these are indeed important questions in order to examine ourselves, where do we stand with respect to living holy lives. To live a truly holy life, i.e. a life for and with the LORD each day, wherever go and in whatever we do, is only possible, when daily we let ourselves be fed by the Word of God and where we are also willing to submit to this Word. Willing to submit, even when it hurts since it opposes our sinful desires. Willing to submit, also when it come to saying ‘No’ to certain things.
When in this way we let indeed the Spirit rule our life, living a holy life will never be a burden. Instead, out of love for Him who so abundantly loved us first, more and more it will become a joy to life such a holy life.

Beloved, this afternoon, by renewing the LORD says to all of us, “Be holy, live your life for Me, always!”  Let us heed this call, which is extended to us in love. Let us heed this call, all of us, also you young people. God wants the best for you. Therefore, don’t listen to the voice of your sinful heart that says, “Why not? What wrong with this or that?”  Listening to that voice only leads you away from God, but where does it bring you. It only will leave you with an empty feeling. The fun in the world does not satisfy in the end. You see it around us, it last only a for a moment, a great night with alcohol, drugs and sex, but it does not satisfy. It is the lie by which Satan tries to deceive people and he laughs when also covenant children give in to it. Be wise, and let not yourselves be deceived by the hollowness of these pleasures no matter how glittering they may seem at times. Instead, live Christ focused, only that makes life truly beautiful.
Is it difficult to live this way? It’s not, when you simply hold God’s hand and warm yourself in His love. If you do so, God will give you all you need to live such a life. After all, He does not leave us out on our own to fight this battle, but He is near each day and each night. In the concluding verses of his letter to the Thessalonians the apostle Paul writes, “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.” Beloved, what a wonderful promises this is. Cling this promise, holding God’s hand, then He will bring you safely home.
Amen.
� I John 2, 16


� Eph. 1,13.
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