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Submitting to GodOs purpose

I have become all things to all men, that | might by all means save some
1 Corinthians 9:22

In this issue:

- ~ Meditation
A Christian worker has to learn how to be GodOs man or woman of great worth and

excellence in the midst of a multitude of meager and worthless things. Never protest
by saying, OIf only | were somewhere else!O All of GodOs people are ordinary peoplg
who have been made extraordinary by the purpose He has given them. Unless we
have the right purpose intellectually in our minds and lovingly in our hearts, we will
very quickly be diverted from being useful to God. We are not workers for God by
choice. Many people deliberately choose to be workers, but they have no purpose of
GodOs almighty grace or His mighty Word in them. PaulOs whole heart, mind, and soul
were consumed with the great purpose of what Jesus Christ came to do, and he
never lost sight of that one thing. We must continually confront ourselves with one
central factN O. . . Jesus Christ and Him crucibPedO (1 Corinthians 2:2).

Scripture in Schools
Ushers
Crossroads

Koftas and
cards for Christ

By His Authority
Ol chose you . . .O (John 15:16). Keep these words as a wonderful reminder in your
theology. It is not that you have gotten God, but that He has gotten you. God is at LinC
work bending, breaking, molding, and doing exactly as He chooses. And why is He
doing it? He is doing it for only one purposeN that He may be able to say, OThis is My Evangelism Convention
man, and this is My woman.O We have to be in GodOs hand so that He can place 2011
others on the Rock, Jesus Christ, just as He has placed us.

Never choose to be a worker, but once God has placed His call upon you, woe be to :
you if you Oturn aside . . . to the right or the left . . .O (Deuteronomy 28:14). He will do Church Website

with you what He never did before His call came to you, and He will do with you what frca.org.au/southernriver/
He is not doing with other people. Let Him have His way.

Taken from OMy Upmost for His HighestO written in 1935 by Oswald Chambers
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| Cannot say FATHER if | do not endeavor
each day to act like His child.
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| cannot say THY WILL BE DONE if | am
disobedient to His word.

=1$)*%$%22($F>#3128$ ;*/? $&;0 53 $=($"#S>#*(F>#$Z22%"$ 'S F>#? ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN if
. " \ @ @ cannot say i

12%",%/8&%%$",%$ (#)$',%/29#4: $),1"$ %2>#$ 74, #(*8H)'8S | will not serve Him here and now.

%.,8"L:$>24#$ *SH(F2($ 12$ 2!"#4$ . #%%2(%$ "*($ "#$ "0 $ Z&%!$ _

HT2AH$=$"$ 128 82 "#$ [>H$ & 128 >HX$\",%6%6$ 24¢64 IEapnot say GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD if 1 any

dishonest or seeking things by subterfuge.

SH* (SIS S(*SHE>H*(%B!"#P%*>HS* %S Z#% &Y% IS (F>H] S

| cannot say FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES if |
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| cannot say FOREVER if the horizon of my life
is bounded by the things of today.
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Ushers

For the past few months you may have noticed
a couple of extra people hanging around the
church foyer before and after the worship
services. You should have guessed, especially
by the name badges, that these are the ushers.

OBut thatOs nothing newO, you may say. We

technically it is. For years, the church has had
greeters B the people that stand outside the
entrance welcoming people to church and
handing out the liturgy sheets. The ushers have
a different role than the greeters. The ushers
have been established by the ESC in order to

of preparing for the worship service is a stress-
free experience. This is especially true for visitors,
who usually donOt want 500 sets of eyes looking at
them as they walk down to the front of the church
in search of a spare seat. That is also why the
ushers have a pew reserved at the back of the
church so that visitors, especially if they come
once the service has started, can quickly and
ﬁ|uietly slip in without being embarrassed or made
t0 feel uncomfortable. It may seem like a lot of
time and effort for a trivial matter, however, these
are important aspects to take care of if we are to
make our church a visitor-friendly environment.

Another role of the usher is to make contact with
any visitors after the worship service. The ESC

make the church a bit more Ouvisitor friendlyO (notelieves that it is important that visitors are made

to say that we were
unfriendly before!).

The role of the
ushers is to give any
visitors to our
church, especially
visitors not
accustomed to church, that extra bit of help and
attention to make their church experience a
positive one, and Lord willing, positive enough
to want them to come again! The ushers stand
close to the entrance to the nave, hand out
Books of Praise and Bibles to visitors, and help
them find a seat if necessary. Due to the ever
increasing size of the congregation, easily
finding a seat, especially if you donOt come early,
iIs becoming more of a difficult thing to do. The
ushers will assist in finding or creating more
room for people to sit, so that the whole process

to feel included and accepted once they step out

of the nave, though in saying that, they should

also feel like that during the worship service.

Stares arenOt comforting, but some assistance as
to where the song is in the Book of Praise is.

Ushers will attempt to chat with visitors, find out a

bit about them (such as why they came to the

service, if they have a church background, etc)

and answer any questions they might have. The

ushers, in a way, are the churchOs marketing team
b subtly and tactfully

promoting the church to the

unchurched.

Hopefully this article has T
enlightened many as to the @ZC@M
role of the ushers, and 9@9

maybe it has inspired you to

become one! For more information about the
ushers, please contact Tim Everts.

Do you enjoy encouraging others?

Do you have two hours to spare once a month?

Would you like to be involved in spreading GodOs Word to those in prison?

Would you like to be involved in an outreach ministry, but are unable to

spend time away from home?

Then....

Crossroad Bible Ministry

is for you!

Crossroad Bible Institute equips the church to disciple people in prison with the Word of God, free of charge,
wherever they are incarcerated. It is a personal, in-depth and long-term program that is uniquely designed to help
incarcerated persons grow dramatically in a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ, preparing them for

and assisting them in successful reentry upon release.

Contact Leo Schoof for more details - Itschoof@iinet.net.au




One of the recent outreach initiatives
based at Southern River has been the
Fine Food and Craft Market days, run
twice a year, usually in May and
November. The markets were
established by a few passionate

Koftas and

Cards for Christ

The market is there to
provide an enjoyable event
where the feel and
atmosphere of the people
demonstrates that the
church is a positive and
welcoming environment.

community. ESC members likewise
did the same, chatting to people and
providing information about the
church to anyone who was interested.
This service is important as it
provides a great opportunity for the
church to witness to those who are
receptive to it. It also provides the
opportunity for the community to be
further involved in the church through
promotion of other activities that
people may like to be involved in such
as music and movement for children,
and bible studies, etc.

Further, community involvement in the
markets is not limited to people
attending the markets as customers.
The FF&CM Committee is able to
develop relationships with other
businesses who are associated with
the markets, such as the Ocoffee guyO,
Dipping Dots vendor, and other non-
FRC people who are invited to

newsletters. This advertising gets the Participate in the day, whether directly
name of the church out there in the ©F indirectly. These people have long-

community, as well as advertising the

term contact with the market

event itself. The church canOt attract COMmMittee, and this is a perfect
new people if they don®t know who we OPportunity for these church members

are!

to build up relationships with them and
expose them to the gospel. It is proven

(A)f(-)(-)dy(’j and écraﬁyo women with the 31‘{‘}5 also important to break down any that there is more chance of winning

towards Othe church®. By inviting the'€Peated contact with people from the

of giving other crafters and cooks an
opportunity to create, sell and promote
their creations, and to provide the
church and community with a fabulous,
fun event. Another important intention
of the market days was and is to be a
shining light in the Southern River
community. The markets help to raise
the profile of the church in the
community and, working side by side
with the Evangelism Support
Committee, they are an effective
evangelism tool.

The Fine Food and Craft Market days
are effective evangelism for a number
of reasons. Firstly, they give the
church exposure in the community
through their marketing and
advertising. Last markets, over 5000
flyers were distributed around
Southern River, promoting the market
day and also providing information
about other church events, including
worship times, playgroup and Bible
studies. Nearly 20 signs and banners
were also erected in the area,
containing the name of the church.
Advertisements and information were
posted on Gum Tree, and on
Facebook, as well in some community

public to an event such as a market
day, people feel more comfortable to
come to the church, and once there,
are only met by positive church
experiences. The market day is not
about shoving church literature down
the throats of people B something that
many of the unchurched are wary of
when thinking about attending a
church event. The market is there to
provide an enjoyable event where the
feel and atmosphere of the people
demonstrates that the church is a
positive and welcoming environment.
In that way, the door is opened to the
community being more receptive to
further involvement in church events,
and possibly to the gospel.

Though active evangelism may not be
a main objective of the markets, the
ESC is still active in evangelism
through its participation on the day
with their church stall and welcome
packs. Both FRCSR ministers
attended the last market day having
been asked to be there to represent
the church and make contact with the

church, as opposed to a one-off
experience.

There may not be immediate
conversions from selling a kofta or
handmade card, but it could be the
flyer that someone received at the
gate, or the quick friendly chitchat with
a stall holder. These types of
experiences could be the trigger that
makes people come back again next
markets, makes them want more
information about playgroup for their
child, or compels them to have the
courage to come along to a worship
service. What starts off as a card and
kofta can eventually lead to Christ
working faith in their heart.

For more information about the Fine
Food and Craft Markets, or how you
can
finefoodcraftmarkets.wordpress.com or

email ffcsr.markets@gmail.com.

be involved, go to

Kate Forman



You Pnally got your courage up to speak to your neighbour
about Christ. You prayed for weeks, even months in
advance and asked your pastor for advice E you even
studied a couple of those popular programmes for
evangelism. You Pnished the explanation of your faith by
telling him about the reality of GodOs grace in Christ B OHe
came to save sinners just like you and me, and He calls us
to repent of our sins and turn to Him in faithEOQ And then it
happens! The question you hadnOt anticipatedE OWHAT

and tell the world of this command. Therefore, your
speaking of the Gospel to unbelievers should be done with

conbdence. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you have
been adopted as a son of the Almighty God D the Creator
and Sustainer of the heavens and the earth. You have been
called to represent your heavenly Father, by passing on His
command to those whom He made and owns but who

donOt know and believe in Him!

We need to look at the Bible to see how our |

RIGHT DO YOU HAVE TO TELL ME THAT | AM A °

SINNER!?O And you stumble for words, OBeE because |
care about you?O OWELL, IF you really cared about me you
wouldnOt be so judgmental and offensive!O Really?! | tried
so hard not to be either. How could theyE Did | E What
did | say wrong?! The queStions Rood your mind as you
dejectedly and apologetically trace your steps back home.
Is he right? Who am | to tell him what he should think or
believe?

Our right to witness

Has this been your experience? This sort of response to
the Gospel is wide- spread, and it forces us to turn to
GodOs Word for the answer to these and other questions.
What right do we have to evangelise others? The focus of

Father pursues and directs evéangeli:

What a radically different way of looking at evangelism!
What right do you have? Every right of your heavenly

Father!

Biblical directive

We canOt just stop there. We need to look at the Bible to
see how our heavenly Father pursues and directs
evangelism. What has He done and said to direct our work
of evangelism? Evangelism began in the Garden of Eden.
God Himself was the brst evangelist to give the hope of
salvation to sinners when He declared that one day the
offspring/seed of the woman would crush SatanOs head

this issue is GodOs instructions on OhowO to evangelise(Genesis 3:15). From that prst note of hope, God slowly but

others, but an important part of OhowO we witness is our
right to witness. In fact, the primary instruction of the Bible
regarding evangelism is that the message we preach/
teach/share is authoritative and true! Sadly, one of the
primary characteristics of evangelism in the modern church
is that it is apologetic and tentative (when | say
OapologeticO | donOt mean it in the good sense of de-
fending the faith). Christians often want to apologise or
make excuses for telling offer of salvation by faith as
personal beliefs that merely improve life (they give
purpose, comfort,
hopeE etc) instead
of realities that affect
all of life.

From the very
beginning of the Bible
we are confronted
with the truth that
God created the
heavens and the
earth, and He made
man in His image. We belong to Him by right of creation,
as does every living and non-living thing that exists in all of
time and space. Our Owner has commanded us to repent
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ in the assembled
people who believe (the church) the responsibility to go

deliberately expanded on and explained that hope, which
was to be found through the divine Messiah, Jesus Christ.
Heidelberg Catechism #19 points this out well: OGod
Himself began to reveal the Gospel already in Paradise;
later He proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets,
and portrayed it by the sacribces and other ceremonies of
the law; bnally, He fulblled it through His own dear Son.O
We see a certain kind of patience in GodOs dealing with
man. He demonstrates patience with our sin, but even
more so, patience in not rushing to reveal the Messiah in
the life - time of Adam and Eve. God has His own timeline
for redemption and salvation. As Paul points out in
Galatians 4:4-5: Oln the fullness of time God sent forth His
son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order that He
might redeem those who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons.O | have already said that
GodOs authority as Creator gives us every right and
conbdence to evangelise. Through GodOs deliberate
patience and dealings with man we see that we must not
be hasty or brash in forcing conversions. Again, sadly the
modern churchOs evangelism is known for an over-
emphasis on Oclosing the deal.O But GodOs dealings with
His people (indeed with the whole world) show us that He
is not in a rush. As believers, we can take time to witness
properly without scaring people away with aggressive sales
tactics because God is the one who gives the increase.



God is the one who is building the Church. God is the one
who converts and regenerates people B not you and not
me!

Not just one method

Believers must participate in obedience to the command
given to the apostles. But you ask, OHow do | do this?O
First, donOt fall into the trap of believing there is only one

| Sadly the modern churchOs evangelismiayknexatgditse. DonOt buy into the model of evangelism

an over- emphasis on Oclosing'thé’rvﬁg

Beyond being patient and conbdent, what else can we
learn from GodOs Word regarding how we go about
evangelism? Where do we go? To whom do we speak?
What do we actually say and do when we speak to
unbelievers? You could write whole books on each of
these questions, but we can answer them all brieRy by
examining Matthew 28:18-20. In this passage Jesus
declares His authority over heaven and earth as the basis
for His command to the apostles. Everyone in the church
knows these verses, but that doesnOt necessarily mean you
know what they mean. Take a fresh look at them. To whom
is Jesus speaking? He is addressing the eleven apostles.
These apostles were JesusO special messengers: chosen,
commissioned and empowered to build the church. Since
the command that God gave to these men was certainly
beyond their ability (make disciples of all nations), we
understand that God intended this command to be the
mission of the church which the apostles were tasked to
build. Another part of evangelism that we see here is that
we are not to make converts or believers B we are to make
disciples. That is what Paul explains in Ephesians 4:11-16.
There we learn that the apostles (along with other church
leaders) were given OEto prepare GodOs people for works
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become matureEO In combination, these
passages teach us that the apostles and church leaders
were given to the church (to believers) in order to equip

them to do Oworks of service.O Those works are debned in

the next phrase by their result: the body of Christ will be
built up in size and maturity in the knowledge of Christ!
Therefore, evangelism is a part of the work of the church of
which all believers are a part. So, all believers have some
part to play in making disciples.

eélogﬁ Ocanned® method is what everyone must do.
e are some wonderful evangelism tools out there
which use different approaches from Scripture for
witnessing. However, the Bible doesnOt give us just one
methodE it describes HOW we evangelise without
prescribing the exact actions, words, phrases and
anecdotes! Second, remember that evangelism is about
making disciples which are brought into the covenant
community. Evangelism is not primarily concerned with
converts B it is concerned with bringing people into union
with Christ and building them up in the faith until they are
mature! Third, regardless of what method you Pnd helpful,
be conbdent and patient in teaching others about Christ.
Nothing is more powerful (humanly speaking) to an
unbeliever than a Christian who is both conbdently
passionate about the Gospel and yet deliberately patient in
explaining the faith. Remember: the primary teaching of
the Bible regarding evangelism is that this is all true!
Therefore, treat the Bible and the Gospel message as

reality B for it is!

1 | want to state right from the outset that | am very much indebted to Dr.
Anthony Curto for this material on evangelism. If you want a

much more comprehensive biblical warrant, methodology and incentive
for evangelism, please look for his book on evangelism to be published
late next year.

2 OBut, what about women and girls? DidnOt you intend to say Osons and
daughters of God.O No! | say OsonO because even though a large
percentage of readers are women, they are nonetheless Osons 6 GodO in
the sense that they are heirs of God the Father and co-heirs

with Christ. Regardless of gender, all believers are OsonsO ith all the

subsequent rights as sons (authority, inheritanceEetc).

Used with permission and written by Rev Daniel Wilson (Minister
of the Word and Sacraments in the Reformed Church of Nelson)
taken from the March 2010 issue of OFaith in FocusO monthly
newsletter of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand.

OIf you read history you will find
that the Christians who did most
for the present world were precisely
those who thought most of the
It
largely ceased to think of the other

next. iIs since Christians have

world that they have become so
ineffective in this.O C S Lewis



Love in the name of Christ OLInCO

Our church has been invited to participate in an organisation called LinC - Love in the name of
Christ. This organisation enables us to assist with the needs of individuals and families in our
wider community. LinC is a Christian organization where only church members can volunteer
to help. It therefore empowers Australian churches to demonstrate the unconditional love of
Christ to people in need in our community.

LinC has a call centre where calls are received for assistance from the likes of Salvation Army,
hospitals etc. They then contact the coordinator in our church to arrange the help required.
The volunteer that assists goes to help in the name of Free Reformed Church of Southern River
- not LinC.

There are a variety of tasks that we can volunteer for such as making
meals, mowing the lawn, providing transport etc. In this way the
members of our church will be able to use their gifts to benebt the wider
community. Presently there is a call centre in Cannington with plans to
open another in Gosnells. We would be one of Pve nominated churches
contacted to handle the needs in this area.

More details on how you can become involved in this exciting outreach
initiative will be forthcoming; so keep an eye out for further information in
your pigeon hole.

Scott Pleiter, Jeanette Te Wierik and Peter Sibum

The Evangelism Coordination Team of
FRC Bunbury warmly invites all to the

2011 Evangelism Convention

with guest speaker
Professor A de Visser

on Friday 22nd July at
1 FRC Southern River,
Invite your friends and neighbours along § commencing at 8pm

to Playgroup every 1st and 3rd Friday &
of the Month (except school holidays)
held at Southern River Church -
for children aged 0-4 years.

Saturday 23rd July at
FRC Southern River,
commencing at 9am

Sessions start at 9.30 am and go till 11am.

Bring along a piece of fruit to share and
50c per child, per session.

July/August topic: Baby Animals | Email Alyssa Dobbe badobbe@iinet.net.au
7 by Monday 18th July if you would like to
join us for lunch on Saturday.




People will know who we are by the type of fruits we produce. Matthew 7:2 0
say, "Thus by their fruit you will recognize them'. What kind of f ruit do you want
to produce? In Galatians 5:22-23 we are told that the fruits of on e who has the

KldOS Page spirit are: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

gentleness and self-control.



