ANZAC DAY

Once a year | set my alarm faithfully for 5:30am.
While | generally sigh to myself about getting up so
early, | recognise that it’s just one small sacrifice for
me to make, compared with the sacrifices that
thousands of Australians have made. The day is of
course 25™ April and the occasion is ANZAC Day.

The day in which we recognise the thousands of
Australian and New Zealand lives that were lost to
keep our country free. Free from the oppression of
foreign dictators. Kept free from political and
religious persecution. A day in which we remember
the wars before us and the wars that are still going
on around us.

We are free, yes, a blessing to our nation. But there
is still a huge battle going on all around us today. A
battle in which we all need to be trained for. A
battle where we need to be protected with the
correct armour, and armed with the proper
weapons. Our battle is not against the foreign
nations, nor is it against terrorism. Our fight is
against Satan and sin.

Each day we are confronted with the sins of the
world. The slipping morals, the changing of lifestyles,
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ANZAC DAY (continued)

the harm that our fellow country men
inflict on their bodies through the taking of
drugs and alcohol. But perhaps the biggest
fight of all that we face is post-modernism.
We may try to tell others what we believe,
but they will generally just turn around
and say, ‘well that’s what you believe, |
don’t agree with you, so we will just have
to agree to disagree.’ That is their
version of living in peace and
freedom together. But how
exactly should
each one of us
stay strong in
this fight?

‘Take  up  the
whole armour of
God, that you #
may be able to
withstand in the evil
day, and having done
all, to stand” (Eph
6:13). We must gird
our waist with truth, have on the
breastplate of righteousness, covered our
feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace, have the shield of faith, the helmet
of salvation, the sword of the Spirit (Eph
6: 13 — 17). All these different pieces of
armour will protect us every day that we
live. Helping us to not only speak the
truth to others, but helping us to live our
lives as true soldiers of the King, and being
true representatives in His army.

‘Finally, however, we must pray always
with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the

saints’ (Eph 6: 18). The most important
part of being in the army of God, is to
keep in constant communion with Him,
for how can we know the battle plans if
we don’t study His Word, and bring our
problems and thanksgiving to Him?
Secondly we must work together; living
amongst the communion of saints, praying
for one another and helping one another
fight in this battle. We are blessed to be
amongst other believers, and have the

support
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(Eph 6:13) ove | the

promise of

Christ and His Spirit to guide us in this
battle, as it says in Romans 8: 37, ‘Yet in
all these things [namely tribulation,
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness,
peril & sword] we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.’

Once a year we have a special day
devoted to remembering the sacrifices that
our troops have made for our country, yet
it is every day we must remember and
stand firm in the battle that continues to
rage around us, even in this free country.

Jeanette Janssen
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FROM THE EIC

To replace Hugo Hordyk who resigned
as editior at the end of last year,
Contender now welcomes Julian
Slobe from the Free Reformed Church
of Armadale onto the committee.

Welcome Julian, and we look foward to
reading articles written and acquired
by you.

Eric Terpstra

ARE YOU READY?

If you are a person who keeps tab on the
happenings in the news, it would not have
escaped your attention the high number of
fatal motor vehicle accidents in the month of
March. On one weekend alone, nine people
lost their life in about as many accidents,
throughout the state. It was somewhat
unusual, for there was nothing extraordinary
about the weekend. It was not a long
weekend, and neither was it a rainy
weekend. If | remember correctly, the usual
factors of speed, alcohol, and fatigue were at
least partly to blame in some of them.

What brought the whole thing somewnhat
closer, was driving to work for a few hours
on Saturday morning, and coming upon the
scene of the accident that occurred in
Serpentine, between a truck and a car. |
arrived on the scene only a few minutes after
the accident occurred. What | did see (for it
was still quite dark) is forever etched into
my mind. A rolled over truck, which was
twisted and deformed from a collision as
well as the roll. A short way down the road,
a car in the middle of the carriage way, its
bonnet beyond recognition, and the cabin
badly damaged as well. In between the truck
and the car, was twisted metal, broken tyres

and  engine
parts etc... so

much that it
was
impossible to

drive through.
In front of the '3
truck, lying on the ground with support
from somebody else, was the truck
driver, severely injured and in shock. In
the car still was a lady... they couldn’t
get her out because of the damage to the
cabin...she was dead.

It was a rough start to the day. | did a u-
turn and found a detour and so kept
moving. But my mind stayed at the scene
all that day and revisited it again often in
the days following. For this lady, her
time on this earth was complete. She was
called to visit her Maker. And on this
particular weekend eight other people
were also called. Their time too, was at
an end. For all of them it was
unexpected. They assumed they would
reach their destination. | wondered
whether their life was in order, whether
they were prepared to meet God that day.
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ARE YOU READY? (conTINUED)

| realised too, that it was only a matter of
gracious providence that | had not left to
go to work any earlier that morning. A
mere couple of minutes earlier and it may
have been me that was involved. It may
have been the morning for me to go and
meet the Lord, suddenly and unexpectedly.
And it also forced me to confront the
question, “Eric, would you be ready now
to meet the Lord?”

Well, in the mean time | have done some
reading about being ready to meet the
Lord, and it is some
of these thoughts that
| would like to share
with  you in this
article. Hopefully by
sharing some of these
thoughts, you can consider your own life
and answer the question for yourself, “will
you be ready to meet Him when He calls
you?”

A good starting point
| think, is first of all
recognizing and
acknowledging that
the only way to
eternal life is through
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our original sin as
well as our actual
sins, condemns us to
hell before the throne
of God. However,
because of Jesus’ satisfaction on the cross,
we may stand blameless before God and
enter into eternal life with Him. Part of this
recognition and acknowledgement will be
evident through our prayers, when in
humbleness we confess our sins before the
Lord, and ask for his forgiveness and his

‘Our sins condemn

us to hell...’

‘...However, because
of Jesus’ satisfaction
on the cross we may

stand blameless
before God and enter
eternal life’

mercy. For that reason we should be
conscious of our sins every day again,
noting not just where we have disobeyed
God’s law, but also where we have failed
to do what He commanded. When we do
this, we will appreciate more and more
God’s holiness and righteous anger over
our sin, and marvel even more at how He
has rescued us.

Dr W Green' wrote in a sermon dealing
with readiness, “Since we do not know
what day the Lord is coming or what day
we may be called upon
to meet Him, we must
treat each and every
day with the respect
due the last day.” In
other words live each
day as though it were your last. In his
sermon Dr Green then proceeds to outline
some of the things he would do if he would
know Dbefore hand it
was his last day.
Whilst | do not think
his sermon is of
particular high quality,
some of the ideas he
mentions are worthy of
consideration.

Essentially, what he
makes reference to is
our general Christian
living. Knowing what
Christ has done for us,
how does it become apparent to Him and
to other people in this world that you
appreciate what He has done for you, and
that you are happy and thankful to belong
to the Redeemed. The Bible makes

1
http://www.everydaycounselor.com/sermons/everready.htm
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reference to Bible study and Prayer as being
invaluable activities for the Christian person
and on Sunday’s meeting together to hear
God’s Word preached. A number of Jesus’
parables refer to being good stewards of
what God has given to us. That means
paying our bills, honouring pledges that we
make, providing financially for the family.
The Bible also calls family members,
fathers, mothers and children to obedience
as God would have it. This calls into
question our relationships and whether are
we faithfully making time and giving energy
to this aspect of our life. Everyday again,
each one of us is called to do a job. It is
important that we do this well, and that we
are prepared to work
hard at what we do.

Encompassing all that
IS mentioned above,
and more could be
added, Dr Green
concludes with that
we live for Christ. In
summary that is what
our lives should be,
that in thought, word
and deed, we are
living not for
ourselves, but for
Christ who died for
us. The apostles Paul
and Peter (and all the apostles for that
matter) were men who by their walk and talk
lived the Lord Jesus Christ. Their letters
recorded in the Bible are testament to this.
As we go about the tasks that we do, it
should be clear to others that you too belong
to Him.

In a book about the habits of effective
people?, the author asks you to imagine that
you are going to a funeral, and as bizarre as

2 . . . .
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, S Covey, 1989, Simon
and Schuster Pages 96 and 97

The Lord gives to
each of us time...

time to fulfil our

[God] given tasks in
life...

then comes the time
to meet our Maker. | 9ven tesks in life;

it might
sound,
the
funeral
you are
attendin
g is your
own. At
this
funeral several people will give an oral
eulogy about you, about the kind of
person that you were, the values that you
held, the contributions that you made,
and the things that they remember most
about you. The author then uses this as a
platform to launch into what it means to
begin with the end in
mind; that is when you
set about a project you
go about it with the end
goal firmly in mind.

In my opinion this
example closely relates
to our Christian living.
The goal at the end of
our life on this earth is
to be with our Maker
and Creator in Heaven.
Along the way you are

student, employee,
employer, father,
mother, brother, sister, elder, deacon, and
I could mention more. You are given the
chance to make a difference in people’s
lives, to make a contribution to the
society that we live in, to set goals in life
and go about achieving them. The Lord
through His Word, does not tell us what
we have to do. But He does make it very
clear what He expects of us in the tasks
that we are called to do.

The Lord gives to each of us time, for
some it is a long time, eighty or ninety
years. To others it is only twenty or
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ARE YOU READY? (conTINUED)

thirty, and sometimes not even that long.

And then comes the time to meet our
Maker. And here is the crucial matter, the

matter of eternal life and eternal death.
Jesus Christ before
God the Father will
give a eulogy about
you and your life.
“Father  this is
(enter your own
name), He/she is a
sinner, but | died
also for him/her.
His/her faith was
manifested in the
works which were
done on the earth.” And we can then
expect to be with Him always. If we are
unfaithful, “Father, this is (insert your own
name), my death was sufficient to cover
his/her sins. But | do not know this person.

The goal at the end
Ofoui’ Iife on thiS where we live in
earth is to be with

our Maker and
Creator in Heaven.

And then we can expect to hear, “Depart
from me...!1”

The point of all this is that every day we
must live for the Lord
Jesus Christ. We may not
have a period in our lives

disobedience to Him or
that we are slack in His
service. We just never
know when the time will
come for us to meet our
Maker or better still, that
He will return to this earth.
But after what | saw that
Saturday morning, | hope for you and all
your loved ones, that your summons will
not come in the form of a fatal motor
vehicle accident.

Eric Terpstra

MEDITATION

Easter Topic - Preceding Good Friday

“Then one of the criminals who were
hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You
are the Christ, save yourself and us™. But
the other, answering, rebuked him saying,
“Do you not even fear God, seeing you are
under the same condemnation? And we
indeed justly, for we received the due
reward of our deeds; but this Man has
done nothing wrong.” Then he said to
Jesus, “Lord remember me when You come
into Your kingdom,”” And Jesus said to him,
“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be
with Me in Paradise.”””” (Luke 23: 39-43)
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Now when the sixth hour had come, there
was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour. And at the ninth hour

Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?””>  which is
translated, “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?”’
(Mark 15:33&34)
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1996/Excerpts taken from Every Day,
Daily Readings with the Bible by G.
VanRongen/ pages 382&384
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CONTENDER

“Contending earnestly for the faith..” Jude:3

I thought it would be appropriate to
refocus our attention for a moment on the
aim of our magazine: “Contending
earnestly for the faith...” Are we as youth
of the Free Reformed Churches clear
about what that really means?

Contend as the dictionary explains it
means, “to strive or fight or struggle,
especially in competition or against
difficulties”. Do we contend, or do we do
as we please, following the desires of our
hearts and the ideas of our sinful minds.
If 1 look around me, today | wonder if we
still have a grasp on the concept of
contending. In the past, there were many
struggles in the churches i.e. 1944, 1967 or
the Reformation. Contending was obvious.
The men of the reformation and the
church fathers fought for the way they
believed God wanted to be served in His
church. But today it all seems a bit
different. It seems that we are more at
peace with the world around us. It is
no longer so bad to do things that
once were clearly forbidden. More and
more it seems that we lose the sense of
our confessions. More and more we
seek unity with people of other
churches regardless of our differences.
More and more it seems to be
accepted to look for a partner from
outside the church. What are we
doing?

We must not be at peace with
the world. The Bible makes

clear that we cannot be at peace with those
who hate God. We have been placed on
this earth for God’s glory and we must do
what we can so His Name is glorified.
Therefore people or actions that do not
serve God’s glory cannot be tolerated.
With unity, too we must be very cautious,
for we may not serve God in a way that is
pleasing to us. The Bible again is very
clear on the way in which He must be
served. Let us strive for unity not at the
cost of truth but always in truth.

Remember that in the last days the devil
goes around like a roaring lion seeking
whom he may devour. We need to fight
against him and his host including our
own flesh. As time goes by, he knows that
he must work harder to destroy the work
of Christ on earth. Let us not play into the
devil’s hands but let us contend earnestly
for the faith. Reconsider your practices,
your friends, and your entertainment. Are
all pleasing to God and serving His glory?
Can you just go to another church
(denomination) if it suits you better, or if
the people have a better character?

Let us not lose sight of our confessions
and what it means to be set apart from the
world around us.

Let us question ourselves “Are we still
contending earnestly for the faith?”

Royce Vermeulen

The above article was first published in
Contender in August 2001
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MUSLIMS IN AUSTRALIA

~ SPYSC Meeting Report ~

The percentage of Muslims in Australia is on
the increase. They are making the headlines
more and more. But are they actually a threat
to Australia? Is there more to Islam than just
the threat of terrorism? Are we as Free
Reformed Christians in special danger? And
why, despite obvious manifestations of hatred,
do our nation’s media and academia continue
to criticise Christianity whilst upholding Islam
as a ‘peace-loving’ religion? On Tuesday the
13th of March this year, Mr. lan Koens
addressed SPYSC on this very topic, namely
‘Muslims in Australia.’

Before delving into the statistics and other
aspects of the topic, Mr Koens referred to the
divine providence of God, how He is in
control of all things; how He shapes the
affairs of man for the preservation of the
Church of His Son and how all things shape
up for the future: the Last Day. At the same
time, however, we are also warned not to be
complacent, expecting this life to be easy. For
Christ says, “Do not think that I came to
bring peace on earth. | did not come to bring
peace but a sword.” But that sword should be
used to build the Kingdom of God and not a
kingdom in this world. Instead we should be
armed to the teeth with the weaponry that the
Bible specifies. Since so many people have
mistakenly identified so many Antichrists
during history, Mr. Koens was reluctant to
point the finger at Islam and make a definite
statement. However, we cannot ignore the
warnings Scripture uses that the man of
lawlessness  will
be revealed and
many  people
will believe his
lie and follow
him.

So what is
happening
in
Australia
then?
What can
we expect of the
future? Using
Europe’s  development
over the past 40 years, Mr.
Koens explained that after the
devastation of WW I, the countries of
Western Europe (including England),
some 40 years ago, were enjoying
increased prosperity and there was a great
demand for manual labourers.  These
places were filled by many Turks,
Moroccan and Muslims from surrounding
countries. The government supported this
by providing cheap housing and easy ways
for the families of the workers to come
and join them. Thousands of people
came, followed by the refugees and the
illegal  immigrants. Meanwhile the
governments provided money for many of
their needs, including funds for mosques
and schools, prayers rooms and healthcare.
Although there was opposition to this
massive influx of the Muslim population
and the impact on the social fabric, it was
soon realised that it was all too late.
Meanwhile the Muslims were not
integrating into Western European culture,
but maintained their own culture. Presently
there are those who ask not whether
Western Europe will be dominated by
Islam (including Sharia law) but when this
will be. They see that the vacuum that was
created by most Europeans abandoning
Christianity, can now be filled by people of
a religion that are single minded in their
aim.
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MUSLIMS IN AUSTRALIA (CONTINUED)

Mr. Koens outlined how the impact of Islam
also affects the lives of Australians although
many seem quite happy as long as it doesn’t
interfere with their long weekends, sports
broadcasts and a steady supply of beer. He
also explained that many people who have
influence  (such as
trendy-lefty university
lecturers, teachers and
journalists) attack the
governments that
protect them and
under  which  they
enjoy freedom (both
in the USA and
Australia) but
meanwhile are
betraying their
countries by saying
how harmless the
Muslims really are.

The paper was
rounded off with the question of how we
should deal with the increasing presence and
influence of Islam. Should we let the tide
wash over us — as the Jews did when the
Babylonians came or when the Romans took
their land?

It was reinforced that we ought to soldier on
in our spiritual warfare and not worrying too
much, how Kkingdoms of this present age are
arraying themselves against each other. For
God teaches us that His Kingdom is not one

...the impact of Islam
also aftfects the Ilives of

Australians although
many seem quite
happy as long as it

doesn’t interfere with

their long weekends,
sports broadcasts and a
steady supply of beer...

of this present age. If that were so, Jesus
would have summoned His legions and
struck down the Jewish Council that hated
Him so much and wanting Him dead. Our
war is not against flesh and blood but
against the powers of darkness. Therefore,
the daily fight to lead
Christian lives takes up
all of our energies and
the battle to keep the
Kingdom of God that is
within you needs all our
attention. Meanwhile we
leave God in control of
those who seek temporal
kingdoms that perish.
And that  includes
Muslim kingdoms.

In conclusion, then,
SPYSC would again like
to thank Mr. Koens for
the excellent speech he
gave that night. Although not all aspects
of his speech are mentioned in the review,
it was a very informative evening for all
the people that attended (and yes there
were quite a few people there!!!), so thank
you to all who came and could share the
evening with us.

Jeanette Janssen
for and on behalf of
The SPYSC Committee
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If Jesus Came To Your House

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two
If He came unexpectedly, | wonder what you’d do
Oh, I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honoured Guest,
And all the food you'd serve Him would be the very best,
And you would keep assuring Him you’re glad to have Him there
That serving Him in your home is joy beyond compare.

But — when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor?
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in?
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they’d been?
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn’t heard?

And wish you hadn’t uttered that last, loud, hasty word?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymnbooks out?
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?
And | wonder — if the Saviour spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing the things you always do?
Would you go right on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would your family conversation keep up its usual pace?
And would you find it hard each meal to say table grace?
Would you sing the songs you always sing, read the books you read
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed?
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you planned to go?
Or would you, maybe, change your plans just for a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends?
Or would you hope they’ll stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?
OR would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?
It might just be interesting to know the things you would do,
If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you.

Author Unknown
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