
EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL  
 
I recently read that nearly 40% of the world’s 
population lives in an area close to the coast.  
Unlike many other places in the world, here in WA 
we are fortunate enough to have access to an 
extensive and relatively pristine coastline.  For 
many of us the beach is a place to enjoy a wide 
range of activities with friends and family during 
the hot summer months.  We can cool in the 
water, ski behind a boat, or just relax on the sand.  
One of the favourite activities at the beach for 
young and old is beach combing; finding and 
collecting the many different bits and pieces that 
are washed up upon the shore by the endless 
waves.  Perhaps the most familiar item found on 
the beach is the seashell.  Seashells come is many 
different shapes and sizes, some tiny and plain 
while others are large and polished.  These shells 
usually end up as collectibles, jewelry or an 
ornament on someone’s shelf.   
 
Although there are many different types, all the 
seashells we find on the beach are actually the 
exoskeletons of dead marine mollusks.  The object 
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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))  
 

that we find lying on the beach was made 
by a marine invertebrate somewhere in 
the ocean, perhaps hundreds of kilometers 
away.  To build the shell the creature 
secretes calcium carbonate out of its 
bloodstream and produces material that is 
incredibly hard.  The tough shell serves as 
protection for the soft bodied creature.  
Scientists are researching ways to copy 
the method that seashells are produced, in 
order to find a way to make very hard, 
light substances more efficiently.  The 
shellfish spends its whole life building the 
shell, and the shell continues to exist for a 
long time after its builder has perished.   
Each shell we find is not just an inanimate 
object; it is a beautiful reminder of a tiny 
creature’s lifelong work.   
 
While observing this tiny architectural 
masterpiece we can only marvel at the 
majesty of God who created it.  Along with 
the twenty four elders in Revelations 4 we 
can say,  

You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honour and power;  
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were 
created.’  
Rev. 4:11 

 
In some ways our lives can also be 
compared to that of the shellfish.  We too 
spend our life time in toil and work.  Along 
with the shellfish, we may feel tiny and 
insignificant in this large world; 
unimportant and alone in the massive 
ocean of human population.  And like the 
shellfish, we too have got something to 
build during our lifetime.  In His address to 
His disciples before He ascended into 
heaven the Lord Jesus gave them a final 
command.  Often referred to as the Great 
Commission, this command not only applies 
to the church as a whole but to us as 
individual believers.  Our task here on 
earth is to build God’s kingdom!   
 

We do not have to look far for examples 
of how we can use our lives to build  
God’s kingdom. Matthew records Jesus 
counseling the rich young ruler, 

If you want to be perfect, go, sell what 
you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.’  Matthew 19:21  

This may not be a literal command for all 
Christians to follow, but the message is 
clear.  Being children of God requires our 
total dedication.  And Christ has promised 
us a great reward.  When we actively build 
Christ’s kingdom here on earth, we are 
laying up for ourselves a treasure in 
heaven.  In this way our lives are not our 
own.  We are not here on earth for 
ourselves, to build huge earthly empires of 
wealth for our own glorification and 
wellbeing but to further God’s kingdom.  
Throughout the daily life of each individual 
in His church, through the Holy Spirit, God 
is building and furthering His spiritual 
kingdom here on earth.   
 
This realization may cause us to change 
the focus of our life.  We may have to 
consciously alter the direction of our life.  
What are we really living for? Are we 
building Christ’s kingdom with every step 
of our lives?  Is building Christ’s kingdom 
the determining factor in every decision in 
our life?  Or are we more concerned with 
our own individual wellbeing and comforts.  
Although not exclusively for young people, 
this issue is very relevant to us as youth.  
We, the Lord willing, have a relatively long 
life ahead of us here on earth.  With this 
life that God has given us, we have been 
given the privilege of personally assisting 
in the furthering of God’s kingdom.   After 
our lifetime on this earth, our works, like 
the beautiful shell, shall remain an eternal 
testimony to all of the wonderful majesty 
and glory of God the Creator.   
 

Adrian Hordyk 
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BBeeiinngg  WWaattcchhmmeenn    
 

While reading Ezekiel recently, I came 
across chapter 33, one of the more well 
known chapters in the book. You’ve 
probably read it before, or at least heard of 
it, it’s the chapter concerning the watchman. 
In it, God sets Ezekiel to be a watchman 
over the people of Israel. The duty of the 
watchman was well known and very 
important in ancient times. He would 
occupy the highest vantage point in the city, 
from where he could keep watch and blow 
the trumpet to warn the people of 
approaching parties. Despite its use of 
obsolete metaphors, this chapter has 
important applications for us today. 
 

God first explains what the duty and also 
the consequences of being a watchman are. 
He says “When…the people of the land take a 
man and make him their watchman, when he 
sees the sword coming on the land…he blows the 
trumpet and warns the people.” And when the 
watchman does his duty and warns the 
people of the coming danger, “he who takes 
warning will save his life.” However if anyone 
does not listen and is killed, “his blood shall 
be on his own head,” it is his own fault, and 
the watchman is innocent.  
 

But if the watchman neglects his duty and 
does not warn the people of danger, and any 
person is killed, the Lord says, “his blood I 
will require at the watchman’s hand.” 
 

And having outlined the duty of the 
watchman, God proceeds to tell Ezekiel, “I 
have made you a watchman for the house of 
Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My 
mouth and warn the people.” And the same 
warning is given to Ezekiel as of the 
watchman: if God says of a wicked man, 
“you shall surely die” and Ezekiel does not 
warn him, his blood God will require at 
Ezekiel’s hand. If, however, Ezekiel warns 
the wicked man of God’s judgement, and 
the wicked man does not listen, he will die 
in his iniquity, but Ezekiel will have 

delivered his own soul. He is appointed by 
God to the special office of watchman over 
God’s people, and he has the horrible but 
necessary duty of telling the people of their 
sins and warning them of God’s impending 
judgement. 
 

This passage is often very correctly applied 
today to the office bearers in the church, 
especially the elders. It is their special office 
to be “faithful watchmen over the house of God” 
(form for Ordination of Elders) and 
therefore to warn the people of their sin and 
God’s impending wrath. Thus they visit 
straying members of the church, and 
encourage, admonish and beseech them to 
confess their sins and return to the church. 
Like Ezekiel and the watchmen of ancient 
times they are blowing the trumpet on sin, 
that by doing so those sinning may be 
delivered from death and God’s judgement. 
And like Ezekiel, if the elders do not warn 
the sinner and he dies in his sin, his blood 
will be on their head. 
 

However as this is Contender magazine I 
am not writing this to talk about the duty of 
the elders, but rather what benefits us as 
youth. And I would like to widen the 
application of this chapter of the watchman 
to also include the youth. For although we 
have not been appointed by God to a special 
office as Ezekiel and the elders are, we too 
can and must do the duty of watchmen and 
warn those who we see straying that God’s 
judgement and death hang over them until 
they repent. All God’s children are 
commanded in Matthew 18 when someone 
sins against them to go and tell them their 
fault. (v. 15) This is a very important duty, 
however it is one we often neglect. We see 
one of our friends sinning but tell ourselves 
its OK, because ‘they’ll come good’, or ‘its 
only a little thing’, or ‘we mustn’t judge’.  
 

continued pg 4 
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BBeeiinngg  WWaattcchhmmeenn  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))   
 

However this is not the attitude we should 
be taking, because cherishing one sin can be 
the beginning of a life in sin. They must be 
warned that such sin is against God’s will, 
and he is angry with them as long as they do 
not repent. We too must be watchmen over 
our fellow youth. What God told Ezekiel 
also applies to us: if we do not warn them, 
God will hold us responsible, however if we 
do warn them and they repent, they will 
have been delivered from death. 
 

This will not be an easy task. Just as it was 
not easy for Ezekiel to warn a stubborn 
Israel of their impending doom and it is easy 
not for the elders to talk to straying 
members of the congregation, it is very hard 
to tell a friend that they are going wrong. It 
may be the end a lifelong friendship. But it 
is very necessary, for their soul is at stake. 
And it may seem, at least to human eyes, 
that your words have little or no effect. 
However you will have done your duty by 
warning him/her, and you may leave the 
rest to God. Ezekiel himself is told in the 

same chapter that the people “hear your 
words but they do not do them”.  
 

So watching over the souls of your friends 
can be a difficult and thankless task. But we 
have God and we can pray for His help, 
because He has said “As I live…I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his evil way and live. Turn, 
turn from your evil ways! For why should you 
die, O house of Israel?” Thus God will bless 
your efforts. And He gives us this comfort in 
chapter 34: “ ‘I myself will search for my sheep 
and seek them out… I will deliver them from all 
the places where they were scattered on a cloudy 
day… I will seek what was lost, and bring back 
what was driven away. I will feed them in rich 
pasture on the mountains of Israel and there they 
shall lie down in a good fold. I will feed my flock 
and I will make them lie down’, says the Lord 
God.”  
 

Ben Schoof 
 

 

TThhee  CCooddee  ooff  DDaann  BBrroowwnn  
 

Dan Brown’s claim that his The Da 
Vinci Code, (DVC) is not fiction is 
in fact the best fiction of his book. 
This is one of the conclusions of the 
researchers interviewed by the makers of the 
DVD The Da Vinci Code Deception. Another 
evaluation comes to us from the same DVD: 
“Brown’s book is a blend of a little bit of fact 
and a whole lot of fiction in such a way that 
the reader cannot sort out which is which.” 
Basically this is the reason why we should 
vigorously resist this novel. Even a post-
modernist will not accept a book in which – 
as someone puts it – fictional persons play a 
role in a historical setting in which Hitler wins 
World War II putting Churchill and Roosevelt 
on trial in London for war crimes. Why 

should we then accept Brown’s violation of 
the truth?  And what about the allegation that 
Mary Magdalene has given birth to a daughter 
of Jesus? We do not accept this shameful 
blasphemy, not even as fiction.  
 
And what do we expect from a movie which 
is based on a novel which is historically 
unreliable? Do people really believe it when 
Dan Brown says that “all descriptions of art 
work, architecture, documents, and secret 
rituals in this novel are accurate”? Because if 
this is the case, why then does he refuse to 
debate the numerous critics who have 
pointed out the glaring errors in his book? 
What is the DVC all about? Let’s have a look 
at it and identify and expose the myths,  
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heresies and blasphemies presented there. 
Because of limited word space, we will 
concentrate on only a few crucial aspects of 
the novel, debating and refuting these ‘errors’.  
 
The following resources have been used in 
the writing of this article: 
 

 R Abanes, The Truth behind the Da Vinci 
Code – a challenging response to the 
bestselling novel. Eugene, Oregon 2004. 

 M Green, The Books the Church suppressed 
– Fiction and Truth in The Da Vinci Code. 
Oxfort, Grand Rapids 2005. 

 N Gumbel, The Da Vinci Code – a response. 
London 2005. 

 J van Bruggen, Wie maakte de bijbel? – over 
afsluiting en gezag van het Oude en Nieuwe 
Testament. [Who made the Bible? – about 
fixation and authority of the OT and NT]. 
Kampen 1986. 

 DVD: The Da Vinci Code Deception – 
Fact vs. Fiction: Your Guide to the Truth. 

 DVD: The Triune God – a series of four 
lectures on the Trinity (by AC Breen). 

 Time, December 22, 2003 & April 24, 
2006. 

 
 
1. DVC: Jesus was married to Mary 

Magdalene whom He handpicked to lead 
the church. After His crucifixion Mary was 
forced to flee Jerusalem for fear of Peter 
who was furious that Jesus had chosen 
Mary Magdalene to assume leadership. 

 

However: 
We believe and confess that Jesus Christ is 
God the Son who came on earth in the 
likeness of men in order to redeem all His 
own from the misery in which they had 
thrown themselves. There are no physical 
offspring of God. God’s children are those 
who confess Christ as “Kurios”, i.e. Lord (Phil 
2).  After His crucifixion Christ arose from 
the dead on the third day as He had foretold 
(1 Cor 15). It would be inconceivably stupid 
to believe a book full of demonstrable 
falsifications, errors and mistakes instead of to 
believe and confess the Book which 
consistently tells us, throughout the whole 

OT and NT, that Jesus is the Messiah, God 
the Son, who was coming, came and will 
come again (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21).  
By the way, Peter was not the leader of the 
church, but all the apostles were appointed by 
Christ to shepherd His church in His name 
(Matt 16:18ff; 18:18; 1 Peter 5:1-4). 
 
 
2. DVC: Mary Magdalene gave birth to a 

daughter of her and Jesus in France where 
she found refuge. She and her daughter 
had to remain in hiding for the rest of 
their lives. In the 5th century the blood line 
of Christ intermarried with French royal 
blood from which the Merovingians 
descended. The Merovingians founded 
Paris. 

 

However: 
Dan Brown says he based the concept of 
Jesus’ marriage on the Gnostic Gospels. 
Instead of listening to the fourfold testimony 
of the Biblical Gospels he prefers to listen to 
writings the church did not accept as 
canonical for very good reasons (BC, art 3-7). 
But even these non-canonical texts don’t 
prove Brown’s theory. For example, the 
Gnostic Gospel of Philip says that “the 
companion of the Saviour is Mary Magdalene”. 
To this claim Brown retorts: “as any Aramaic 
scholar will tell you, the word companion, in 
those days, literally means spouse.” Here we 
come to the problem: the Gospel of Philip is 
written in Coptic, not Aramaic, and even in 
Aramaic companion doesn’t mean spouse 
normally, but refers to friends and friendship 
(prof dr Craig Blomberg of Denver Seminary 
and prof dr Margareth Mitchell, Uni Chicago). 
In addition to this, Philip’s Gospel tells us that 
all physical matter is inherently evil and that 
marital relations defile a woman. So how then 
can this apocryphal book give credence to a 
marriage of Jesus and Mary Magdalene? 
By the way, Paris was founded a few hundred 
years before Christ by a tribe named the 
Parisii, calling their Gallic village Lutetia 
Parisiorum. And the Merovingians already 
existed before the so-called intermarriage. 
 

continued pg 6 
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it violates all the evidence which we find in the Bible 
of which – fortunately – more copies were sold 

over the last few years and of which – fortunately – 
more translations were made over many centuries 

than the hoax of a cunning money-maker. 

  

TThhee  CCooddee  ooff  DDaann  BBrroowwnn  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))   

 
 

3. DVC: In the 4th century emperor 
Constantine the Great decided to unify 
Christians and pagans in his empire under 
a single religion: Christianity. He shifted 
the Jewish Sabbath of Saturday to the 
Sunday in order to coincide with the 
pagan veneration day of the sun. 

 

However: 
The observance of the Sunday as the “Lord’s 
Day” (Rev 1:10) is already recorded in the 
Bible, far before Constantine. On the first day 
of the week, that is the day of His 
resurrection, Jesus was assembled with His 
apostles, and exactly a week later they were 
gathered together again (John 20:19-29). The 
early church understood the message of 
Easter and came together on the first day of 
the week (Acts 20:7ff; 1 Cor 16:2). Not 
Constantine, but Christ’s resurrection almost 
300 years before, determined the Sunday as 
being the day of rest and worship. 
Further, references to Sunday as the Lord’s 
Day appear already in the writings of Justin 
Martyr (ca 150) and Melito of Sardis (ca 180), 
and that is more than 150 years before 
Constantine.  
By the way, it was not Constantine who made 
Christianity the state religion, but Theodosius 
in 381. 
 

 
4. DVC: It was this pagan Roman emperor, 

Constantine, who collated the Bible. The 
Christian Scriptures have evolved through 
countless translations, additions and 
revisions. History has never had a 
definitive version of the book. 

 

However: 
The grand son of Jesus Sirach (who lived in 
the beginning of the second century before 
Christ) tells us that his grandfather always 
read from “the Law, the Prophets, and the 
other Scriptures”. This is the specification of 
the Old Testament (compare Luke 24:27,44). 
Thus, already circa 150 BC the OT was 
known as a fixed version. That is more than 
four centuries before Constantine.  
• Some oppose Dan Brown by saying that a 

certain “synod” of Jabne has fixated the 
OT canon ca 90 AD. But this is not true 
either. The truth is that between 70 and 
100 AD rabbi’s have discussed about the 
already recognized OT books but didn’t 
establish the OT. 

Regarding the NT, the Bible indicates itself 
that the NT books were recognized 
immediately after they were written. For 
instance, Paul quotes from the inspired 
Scripture in 1 Tim 5:18: “For the Scripture 
says, You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads 
out the grain, and The laborer is worthy of his 
wages”. Note that the first quotation is from 
Deut 25:4, but the second one from Luke 
10:7. That means that the Gospel of Luke 
already belonged to the Scripture in 55 AD 
when Paul wrote this letter during his interim 
journey from Macedonia to Timothy who was 

in Ephesus.  
Another example. 
Peter writes in  
2 Peter 3:15,16 that 
there are untaught 
and unstable people 
who twist to their 
own destruction 
things they don’t 
understand from all 

the epistles of Paul, as they do also the rest of 
Scripture. This means that all the epistles of 
Paul already belonged to Scripture when Peter 
wrote his letter ca 61 AD.  
Further, Paul charged his first readers by the 
Lord that his letters must be read to all the 
holy brotherhood (see 1 Thess 5:27 and  
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Col 4:16). Only the holy inspired OT could be 
read in the synagogues. Thus, Paul made clear 
that his letters didn’t come by the will of 
himself (2 Peter 1:21) but that he spoke as he 
was moved by the Holy Spirit (compare 1 
Cor 2:10). 
In his letter to Philippi Polycarp (115 AD) 
makes a clear distinction between his letter 
and the Letter the Philippians have received 
from Paul, which is part of the Bible. And 
Clement (ca 180 AD), in his letter to Corinth, 
put the NT (including Paul’s two Letters to 
the Corinthians) in line with the inspired OT.  
• Some oppose Dan Brown’s allegation by 

saying that the list of the 27 NT Books 
was not confirmed until 367 AD in the 
Eastern church (Athanasius) and not until 
393 AD (at the Council of Hippo) and 397 
AD (at the Council of Carthage) in the 
Western church. That brings us to after 
Constantine’s death, so that, apparently, 
he nothing had to do with the Bible’s 
collation. But the truth is that Athanasius 
and the Western Councils did not fix the 
canon officially, but confessed the canon, 
which was already formed long ago, over 
against apocryphal writi ngs. For example, 
the Council of Carthage did not decide 
which Books should be canonical, but 
made arrangements regarding how to use 
the canon (and the canon only) in the 
worship services. 

In conclusion, that Constantine collated the 
Bible is nonsense, as is the fairy tale that 
history never came up with a definitive 
version of the Bible. 
 
 
5. DVC: Brown claims that fortunately for 

historians some of the gospels that 
Constantine attempted to eradicate 
managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave 
near Qumran in the Judean desert. 

 

However: 
As dr JL Garlow puts it on the above-
mentioned DVD: 

a. Constantine had nothing to do with the 
collation of the Bible or the eradication of 
the gospels. 

b. The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered not 
in the 50s, but in the 40s (1947). 

c. The Dead Sea Scrolls have nothing to do 
with the gospels or anything about the life 
of Jesus. 

Therefore, Garlow concludes that the above 
claims are bizarre errors, especially in light of 
Brown’s positing that the book was 
meticulously researched. 
 
 
6. DVC: At the Council of Nicea (325 AD) 

Constantine deified Christ by royal edict. 
Until that moment in history Jesus was 
viewed by His followers as a mortal 
prophet. 

 

However: 
Maybe this is what a lot of people want to 
hear, but it violates all the evidence which we 
find in the Bible of which – fortunately – more 
copies were sold over the last few years and 
of which – fortunately – more translations 
were made over many centuries than the 
hoax of a cunning money-maker. Please find 
below evidence of the deity of Christ, 
confessed many centuries before Constantine 
by those who looked forward to His coming 
and by those who are looking forward to His 
return. Consider: 
• Judges 13: After the Angel of the LORD, 

whose name is wonderful, appeared to 
Manoah and his wife, Manoah thought 
they would die because they had seen 
God. Thus: the coming Jesus Christ, the 
Angel of the LORD is God. 

• Isaiah 9:6: A Child is born to us! A Son is 
given to us! He will be called: Wonderful, 
…, Mighty God. Thus: the coming Son of 
man is mighty God. 

• John 1:1,14,18: In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. And the Word 
became flesh, …, the only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father. Thus: 
Jesus Christ, the Word, was and is God. 

continued pg 8 
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Don’t confuse popularity 
with reliability! 

 

TThhee  CCooddee  ooff  DDaann  BBrroowwnn  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))   

 
• John 5:18; 10:30-33: The Jews sought to 

kill Jesus because He had said that He and 
the Father are one, making Himself, being 
a Man, equal with God. Thus: the Jews 
understood Jesus better than Dan Brown: 
Jesus proclaimed to be God. 

• Rom 9:5: … from Israel, according to the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the 
eternal blessed God. 

• Phil 2:5,6: Christ Jesus, being in the 
permanent form (morphe) of God did not 
cling to (harpagmos) being equal with God. 

• 1 Tim 3:16: Without controversy great is 
the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh. 

• Titus 2:13: … looking for the blessed 
hope and glorious appearing of our great 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

• 1 John 5:20: … His 
Son Jesus Christ, 
this is the true God 
and eternal life. 

By the way, even the 
non-Christian Pliny the 
Younger, governor of 
Pontus/Bithynia from 111-113 AD (!), wrote 
in his letters to Emperor Trajan regarding the 
early Christian church, that the Christians 
were worshiping Jesus as God. 
 
 
7. DVC: Over against Jesus’ decision that 

Mary Magdalene should lead the church, 
the Roman Catholic church (RCC) 
supported male leaders who began “the 
greatest cover-up in human history”. 

 

However: 
It’s true that the RCC supported hierarchical 
male leaders. But this leadership is not biblical. 
The Bible speaks about men appointed by the 
congregation who as overseers-elders are 
deputy-shepherds of Jesus Christ, and who, 
together with the minister who is the 
overseeing specialist, shepherd the flock of 
Christ with the rod and staff of His Word  
 

(1 Tim 3; 5; Acts 20:17ff; 1 Peter 5). The true 
church confesses Jesus Christ as the only 
universal Leader of the church (BC, art 31). 
 
 
8. DVC: By the 5th century the RCC tried to 

destroy the records that told the true 
story of Mary Magdalene’s life and her 
powerful family ties. But they failed in 
destroying vital information because the 
Knights Templar protected the truth and 
passed it on from generation to 
generation. The Knights Templar is a 
brotherhood, called the Priory of Sion, 
and was founded by Godfrey of Bouillon 
(1099), a descendent of Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene. 

 
 

 

However: 
That Brown’s conspiracy theories are so 
popular doesn’t make his book trustworthy. 
Don’t confuse popularity with reliability! Many 
researchers have proved that only 
falsifications and fabrications have lead to 
Brown’s theories. By the way, a theory is not 
the same as evidence. Everybody who does a 
little bit of research knows that the 
contemporary Priory of Sion was founded in 
1956 by the controversial Pierre Plantard, a 
French con man who falsified documents to 
support the story of Jesus “bloodline”. For 
instance, Plantard fabricated Giselle de Razès 
who, via her marriage with the last 
Merovingian king Dagobert II, would have 
continued the bloodline of Christ through the 
Merovingians. Medievalist DL d’Avery makes 
clear that the Merovingian line was of no 
historical importance after the 8th century. 
This also makes the assertion with regard to  
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“The poison is carefully included in a 
very delicious morsel. And that makes it 

really almost diabolical” 

Today, we condemn the 
heresies of Dan Brown and 
we definitely won’t let our 
truths or minds be affected 

by this deceitful movie  

Godfrey of Bouillon (300 years later) a 
fabrication. 
 
 
 

9. DVC: The Priory of Sion passed the 
crucial information about Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene on via codes and symbols. The 
most famous symbol is the Holy Grail, 
which is not the cup of Last Supper, but a 
metaphor for (the womb of) Mary 
Magdalene, the “Holy Vessel” trusted to 
bear the royal bloodline of Christ. 

 
However: 
The initial tales about the grail were drawn 
from pagan myths. For instance, the Perceval 
story (ca 1170) revolving 
around a young man who 
must prove himself worthy 
of being a knight, is almost 
a plagiarized Peredur, which 
was part of a collection of 
Welsh legends. Nowhere 
in the many other references to the Holy 
Grail in literature is there any hint of the Holy 
Grail being a person.  
Theologically it’s impossible that God the Son 
begot a physical child (with or without sin?) 
by a sinful woman, since He came to buy His 
own with His blood in order to adopt the 
children of God as sons and heirs. There is no 
divine offspring of God the Son.  
Historically it’s proved to be a fabrication! 
 

 
10.  DVC: Leonardo Da Vinci, who presided 

over the Priory of Sion between 1510 and 
1519, has hidden “codes of the truth” in 
his famous paintings, the “Mona Lisa”, 

“The Last Supper” (Mary Magdalene 
pictured to the right of Jesus) and “Virgin 
of the Rocks”. 

 
However: 
As said before, the contemporary Priory of 
Sion was founded in 1956 by Pierre Plantard, 
a French con man who falsified documents to 
support the story of Jesus “bloodline”. That 
the disciple to the right of Jesus is not John 
but Mary Magdalene (next to Peter) is 
another assertion which by no means can be 
proved. And if… if Da Vinci would have used 
a hidden sign, or buried a code, in his painting, 
even then it wouldn’t prove that Jesus and 
Mary Magdalene were married. 

 
 
Conclusions 
1. The DVC is “in fact one of the most badly 

researched pieces of writing I have ever 
encountered in my life,” said one of those 
interviewed on The Da Vinci Code 
Deception DVD. 

2. “The poison is carefully included in a very 
delicious morsel. And that makes it really 
almost diabolical,” said another researcher 
on that DVD. 

3. Da Vinci did not have a code. Dan Brown 
had a code - namely, to rob the only 
Saviour of His deity, and to rob true 
Christians of their only Saviour. 
Fortunately, he did a very bad job. 
Historians and theologians could easily 
crack that code. 

4. We confess the Triune God (see Belgic 
Confession, art 8-11). That means that we 
believe and confess that Jesus Christ is 
God the Son. This doctrine has always 
been maintained and preserved in the true 
church since the time of the apostles to 
this very day, over against false Christians  
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and heretics who have been justly 
condemned by the orthodox fathers (BC, 
art 9). Today, we condemn the heresies of 
Dan Brown and we definitely won’t let 
our truths or minds be affected by this 
deceitful movie.  

 
Please use the information in this article to 
fight against the mendacious, untruthful movie, 
and in discussions with others about it, to be 
a light for those in need. Never forget that he  

 

and she who have the Son have life, but that 
he and she who don’t have the Son don’t have 
life. And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us an understanding, that 
we may know Him who is true; and we are in 
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  
This is the true God and eternal life (1 John  
5: 12,20). 
 

AC Breen 
 

 

Reflecting on Port Arthur and Chernobyl 
 
 

Sometimes events that occur in this world 
are so full of grief and tragedy, they shock 
and sadden you, even years later. This past 
April, marks 10 years since the Port Arthur 
massacre. I expect that many of you would 
remember the event, or at least have heard 
about it. Briefly, for those readers who do 
not remember, or know, it is the day that 35 
men, women and children died, when a 
young man named Martin Bryant, used a 
high powered automatic rifle to open fire 
on people around him, in the historic 
grounds of Port Arthur. It was a cruel and 
brazen act, the worst mass murder in 
Australian history. As can be expected, in 
the days that followed, through out the 
nation there was much mourning and open 
displays of grief. Even journalists, 
cameramen, police officers and politicians, 
who generally can work with composure in 
trying circumstances, struggled to keep 
their emotions in check. In the Big 
Weekend section of the West Australian 
on Saturday 22nd April, Tony Barrass 
writes, “Nothing ever came close to it, (this 
crime ET) nothing ever has. And pray to 
God nothing ever will.” He is so right. 
 
This year also marks 20 years since the 
Chernobyl nuclear power station accident. 
Unless you are somewhat older, it is 
unlikely that you will remember this event. 

The accident occurred in what is now 
known as the Ukraine. It was formerly 
called the USSR, and at the time Michail 
Gorbachev was in power. A test was being 
carried out on reactor number 4, without 
any of the proper safety features being in 
place. At some point the test began to go 
wrong, and as a result there were 
explosions and a fire started. It led to a 
complete melt down of the reactor. The 
most dangerous part of this accident was 
the radioactive material that was released 
from this reactor. It spread over people, 
animals, plants, water and soil and even 
into other countries. The effects of the 
accident were terrible. Thirty one workers 
at the plant were killed. Many fire fighters, 
known as liquidators, as well as civilians 
also died as a result of being exposed to 
extremely high doses of radiation. But the 
effects did not stop there. It was noted that 
after the accident the incidence of babies 
born with significant deformities rose 
dramatically. So to did the incidence of 
thyroid cancer. This was all attributed to 
radiation exposure from this accident. 
Today Chernobyl is still in the news, 
because the tomb which was hastily built 
over the reactor to contain the radioactive 
leakage, is beginning to crack and break 
down. A new one designed to last 100 years  
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The suffering which is currently 
experienced here cannot be compared to the 

glory which shall be revealed to us 

is being built, and it is expected to cost at 
least A$1.5 billion. 
 
Both events make chilling reading; the first 
because of the total disregard for human 
life, and the fact that it occurred “at home”; 
the second, equally disturbing, because of 
the tragic effects on so many lives, and the 
time it will take to recover from this 
accident. Let’s face it, 20 years later the 
problem is still not solved and officials 
expect that it will take hundreds of years 
before the areas around Chernobyl to be 
completely safe again.  
 
It is good to put some Christian perspective 
on tragedies such as these. For our 
Christian perspective is remarkably 
different to that of other people in our 
society. Similarly, our reactions, and the 
way we find comfort in our grief, contrasts 
many other people who do not share our 
faith. When we consider various aspects of 

the doctrine that we believe, it becomes 
clear how we differ in our reaction and 
grief.  
 
The first aspect of doctrine that comes to 
mind, concerns the depravity of mankind. 
The Canons of Dort describes mans 
depravity unequivocally. It states, “… man 
brought upon himself…perverseness of 
judgment in his mind, wickedness, 
rebelliousness, and stubbornness in his will 
and heart, and impurity in all his 
affections.” This condition applies to all 
mankind, you and me included. It also 
applies to Martin Bryant, but it does not 
make him any worse a sinner than you or 
me. For that reason we are not allowed to 

look on him with disdain or hate, although 
we may certainly hate the things that he 
has done. You can be sure the concept of 
mans depravity would be reasonably 
foreign to many in our society. Many people 
would look down on Bryant for what he has 
done, without realizing the extent of their 
own sinful nature.  
 
To this end, an event like the Port Arthur 
massacre, highlights the ugliness of sin. It 
demonstrates so clearly what human nature 
is capable of in a life that is not filled with 
the Spirit. And yet… even considering the 
terrible nature of this crime, even this sin of 
Martin Bryant is able to be forgiven, should 
he with heartfelt sorrow confess his sins 
before the Lord. And it would be our duty 
to forgive him as well.  
 
It is typical, when events like these occur, 
(there have been many other tragic events 
since) that people say things like, “where is 

God in all this?” or “how can a God who 
loves allow such terrible things to happen?” 
These are never easy questions to answer, 
and there is no one answer in one place. 
Largely, these types of questions are a 
matter of faith. We can not provide 
reasonable answers to the things that God 
allows to happen and not to happen. Lords 
Day 9 and 10 of the HC, alludes to this. 
Question 26 asks, “what do you believe  
when you say I believe in God the Father, 
Creator of heaven and earth?” And the 
answer is (in part), “In Him I trust so 
completely as to have no doubt, that He 
will provide me with all things necessary  
 

continued page 12  
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Reflecting on Port Arthur and Chernobyl 
(continued)
for body and soul, and will also turn to my 
good, what ever adversity He sends me in 
this life of sorrow.” Believe and trust: these 
are two integral parts of faith. And it is in 
faith that we are also patient in times of 
such tragedy (Q&A 28). You can also read 
Job chapters 38 - 42 and see how God 
reacts when people question his 
sovereignty.  
 
It is worthwhile also considering the 
suffering that is so apparent in both these 
tragedies. It is there in many diverse forms. 
In Port Arthur you can recognize suffering 
in the deaths of those who were murdered; 
suffering in the grief of the families who 
lost loved ones, suffering in a nation that 
had to deal with this event both 
compassionately and justly. In Chernobyl 
the suffering is also intense. Apart from the 
death of the power station workers, there is 
the suffering (and death) of the fire fighters 
and the civilians. Furthermore suffering 
becomes so apparent in the birth of 
deformed children, suffering in creation – 
animals and plants that are affected, soil 
and water that becomes contaminated. 
Both tragedies are so full of suffering, it is 
simply depressing. It is a very visible 
manifestation of what Paul writes in 
Romans 8, that the whole creation groans 
and labors. 
 

It is also in Romans 8 where Paul talks 
about the creation of which we are a part, 
being delivered from the suffering that it is 
currently under. (Rom 8:21) The suffering 
which is currently experienced here cannot 
be compared to the glory which shall be 
revealed to us. (Rom 8:18) The fact that 
Christian people believe in the resurrection 
of the dead and the life everlasting, provides 
courage and hope in the face of tragedy. It 
allows a person to accept the adversity, the 
grief and the sorrow, in the knowledge of a 
much better life to come.  
 
I hope that by highlighting various parts of 
our Christian doctrine, I have not given the 
impression that we can be indifferent 
toward the suffering, grief and tragedy 
around us, as if because of our faith these 
tragedies should not really cause us to 
become too upset. No not at all, along with 
the rest of society we do grieve, we shed a 
tear, we cry openly. But it is a different 
grief, for alongside the grief in our hearts, 
we have answers to the questions, we have 
the promises of God that we believe and 
trust. And this is what gives us the courage 
to also be able to move on from these 
horrible events. 
 

Eric Terpstra 
 

 
If you would like to see some interesting photo’s of Chernobyl and learn a little bit more about 
what happened: visit www.kidofspeed.com/ 
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PPrreeppaarree  ttoo  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  
 
 

Prepare to be prepared, what might that 
mean? Most of us agree that we belong to 
a very legalistic, indulgent and wasteful 
society.  We also no doubt know many 
people that are stereotypes of this society, 
those that only seem to be able to talk of 
themselves and their problems, who just 
can’t seem to settle down and enjoy their 
life, or who are just so busy they never 
really have time for people they 
supposedly love.  Honest, dependable, 
self sufficient, compassionate and 
genuine people: it  seems they are  
becoming more rare, both inside and 
outside of the church, a common trend in 
society.  This is due to the world being full 
of sin, where success is gauged by 
academic brilliance, increased security, 
greater ease of living and gross national 
product, instead of the evidence of the 
fruits of the Spirit listed by Paul (Gal 5:22). 
 
So, what to do. How do we become one of 
those honest, dependable, compassionate 
types?  Sin is there and not about to go 
away till Christ comes back (something 
we can hope for but not wait for, since life 
is to be lived to His glory and we can’t do 
that by sitting around), and, unless one of 
you is aspiring to take Mr. Howard’s spot, 
I think success will continue to be 
measured against academic success, 
increased security (terrorism is in fashion 
after all) and GNP. Can you, from your 
little corner in Australia, do anything? Yes. 
But, you must be prepared.   
 
Prepared for what? I can’t tell you. 
Heaven? Better society? Married life? 
Single life? Terminal illness? War? You 
have to be prepared to deal with the life 
God has given you, so that despite 
difficulties you will be able to be a 
contented child of God – one who is not 
concerned about the world’s standard of 

success but instead works hard at being 
the person God requires them to be.  But 
in order to deal with the various struggles 
in life you have to be prepared, constantly 
prepared. That is hard work, requiring 
personal time, energy and potentially, 
hurt. Are we too afraid of the mental, 
emotional, spiritual and sometimes 
physical work it takes to make a difference 
in your life, or somebody else’s life?  (And 
I’m not talking about those people in your 
life that are easy to love, rather those you 
must work on loving.) 
 
So I can not tell you what to become 
prepared for in life, but here are some 
ideas you may be able to apply, so that 
when a hardship in your life, or a close 
friend’s life arises, you are prepared to 
deal with it, for, having been justified 
by faith…we also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance, and perseverance 
character, and character hope. Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God had been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given 
to us (Romans 5). It may not even be an 
obvious tribulation; just accepting your 
life the way God has planned it may be 
hard enough.  
 
First of all, get a few really good friends 
you can fully confide in, ones you can 
trust not to be a punctured grape that will 
spill juice to the rest of the  vine.  If you 
don’t feel you have a close friend you 
have to do some work yourself, because 
to gain friends you must be a friend to 
someone else! Don’t expect them to be 
your friend only! They want friends too! 
Everyone loves to be popular! But that’s a 
whole new topic. The point is: God made  
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PPrreeppaarree  ttoo  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))  
 
us social creatures, we need other people. 
Even Paul, who saw the value in 
remaining single, agrees that we need 
other people of the same faith to depend 
on, learn from and gain strength from (1 
Corinthians 7 & Philemon).   We can’t do 
anything ourselves, we have to learn from 
others, be praised and disciplined to grow.  
We need close friends to share hardships 
and grief, to ‘complain’ to, to cry with, 
because it’s part of the process of 
growing.  But you best do it with people 
who understand, love and will support 
you. 
 
The second suggestion is that you should 
stretch your boundaries - go have an 
adventure! It may sound stupid, but go do 
something totally different, get right out of 
your comfort zone. Do this, of course, 
within the boundaries of what God allows.  
Exposing yourself to different situations 
builds personality and maturity – it helps 
you grow. How can you sympathise with 
someone if you’ve never tried their shoes 
on? Plus, you might like it.  It’s been 
proven that the element of fear or dogged 
determination involved in adventures 
helps you ‘discover yourself.’  That 
sounds rather charismatic, but when you 
push your boundaries you find out what 
you’re capable of. I’m sure you’d surprise 
yourself, since the human body is capable 
of amazing things, full credit to the 
Creator.  By doing this you can gain many 
experiences which will teach you much, 
such as the ability to better tolerate 
different situations, or the ability to help 

and sympathise with others. By learning to 
cope with situations you are not in control 
of, you will also be better able to deal with 
hardships God puts on your path, 
because you aren’t in control of them 
either.  
 
Thirdly, don’t ever forget where you fit in 
the grand scheme of things.  You are 
‘huge!’ God created you in His image, 
gave you the responsibility to represent 
his name, gave you the command to be 
steward of the earth and you the task to 
forever glorify him.  How tiny are you! God 
created you in His image, gave you His 
creation to look after and its His name you 
have to represent and glory – how small 
but how big you are! God is in full control 
of your life to. 
 
So my suggestion is that while you’re still 
young without too many responsibilities, 
get yourself a good group of friends, go 
have an adventure with or without them, 
push your boundaries, but don’t EVER 
forget where you fit in the scheme of 
things.  Prepare to be prepared for the 
mental, emotional, spiritual and physical 
problems that are still ahead - only God 
knows what they are. TRUST HIM, let Him 
take control of your life.  That is the only 
solution to the peace and hope you are 
seeking in this sinful world.  Then you will 
be able to glory in tribulations.   
 

Berdina Ballast 
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