Rules for exercising sister church relations

Sister relations shall be used to mutually assist, encourage and exhort one another to
live as churches of God in this world.

The churches shall mutually care for each other that they do not depart from the
reformed faith in doctrine, church polity, discipline and liturgy.

The churches shall inform each other of the decisions taken by their broadest
assemblies, if possible by sending each other their Acts or their Minutes and,
otherwise, at least by sending the decisions relevant to their respective churches (if
possible in translation).

The churches shall give account to each other concerning the establishing of
relations with third parties.

The churches shall accept one another's attestations, which also means admitting the
members of the respective churches to the sacraments upon presentation of these
attestations.

The churches shall in principle open their pulpits to each other's ministers in
agreement with the rules adopted by the respective church federations. Also the
churches agree in principle to the possibility of calling each others ministers, while the
churches reserve for themselves the right to maintain their own rules in connection
with the extension and approval of calls.

In cases of substantial changes or additions to the confession, church order or
liturgical forms this intention shall be brought to the special attention of the sister
churches, so that as much consultation as possible can take place before a final
decision is reached.

The churches shall receive each other's delegates at their broadest assemblies and
invite them to sit as advisers, as much as possible.

As Adopted by Synod Bedfordale 1992, Article 95.



